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APPLICABILITY:
This bulletin applies to surveillance of part 61 Airline Transport Pilot applicants' flight experience requirements, prior to administering an ATP knowledge test.

----------------------------------------------------------------

1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides guidance and information to Flight Standards Service (AFS) offices concerning the Federal Aviation Administration's (FAA) review and sustainment of policy established by an AFS-1 memorandum dated December 26, 1995, eliminating the need for an operations aviation safety inspector (ASI) to issue an Airline Transport Pilot (ATP) applicant FAA 
Form 8060-7, Airman's Authorization for Written Test, prior to being administered an ATP knowledge test.  Further, this bulletin reaffirms that required compliance with Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 61, section 61.153(e), as applicable to category and class, must continue to be verified through an in-depth review of an ATP applicant's flight experience by either an ASI or the designated examiner who conducts the practical test for certification.  This bulletin also explains the reasons for the continuation of this policy as outlined in the 
AFS-1 memorandum of December 26, 1995, and supported by AFS-800's memorandum of February 3, 1996, concerning this issue.

2.  BACKGROUND.  The adoption of this policy in 1995 eliminated the need for an operations ASI to personally evaluate an ATP applicant's logged flight experience prior to the applicant being administered the ATP airman knowledge test.  The adoption of this policy was to primarily reduce taxpayers' costs associated with FAA's knowledge testing program and eliminate an impractical and unnecessary burden on both the public and FAA.  The knowledge testing capabilities of computer testing facilities then authorized by the FAA have since been further developed and have continued to reduce taxpayer costs associated with airman knowledge testing.  This has served to support FAA's decision in this policy issue.

3.  DISCUSSION.

A.  Following the adoption of this policy in 1995, concerns were raised that it would permit a commercial pilot having less than the flight experience requirements, then stated in 14 CFR section 61.155(b)(2), to take the ATP knowledge test.  These concerns were then, and have now been determined to be unfounded.  

B.  The FAA's review of this policy issue has reaffirmed that to again require an ASI evaluation of an ATP applicant's flight experience would be unduly burdensome and impractical in light of fiscal constraints which continue to be placed on the agency and would not meet the continuing need for determining new and more efficient ways to meet the public's request for services.

(1)  An applicant for the ATP knowledge test must meet the same Federal regulatory requirements as before.

(2)  The burden of compliance is still on the applicant that the applicable requirements are met when appearing to take the ATP knowledge test.

(3)  The only difference is that an ATP applicant need not have the regulatory compliance verified by an operations ASI before taking the required airman knowledge test.

4.  GUIDANCE.

A.  Compliance with 14 CFR section 61.153(e), as applicable to category and class, will be verified through an in-depth review of the applicant's flight experience by either an ASI, or a designated examiner such as an Air Crew Program Designee (APD), Training Center Evaluator (TCE), or Designated Pilot Examiner (DPE), who conducts the practical test for ATP certification.  Such examiners who hold authorization to conduct ATP practical tests have the faith and confidence of AFS and are believed fully competent to perform the required in-depth audit of an ATP applicant's flight experience.  

B.  Pertinent chapters in FAA Order 8400.10, Air Transportation Operations Inspector's Handbook, 8700.1, General Aviation Operations Inspector's Handbook, and 8710.3C, Designated Pilot Examiners Handbook, will be updated to ensure that an in-depth audit of an ATP applicant's flight experience is made before conducting the ATP practical test.

5.  ACTION.  Flight Standards District Office managers will ensure that operations ASI's having responsibility for surveillance of pilot records to verify their quality, including the surveillance of DPE's, TEC's, and APD's, are made aware of the continuation of FAA policy as outlined in this bulletin.  All necessary verification of an initial ATP applicant's records must be made during the applicant's practical test.  The FAA's Examiner Standardization Program will also emphasize this policy to all DPE attendees at their examiner programs.

6.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed jointly by AFS-800 and AFS-200.  Questions regarding the information herein should be directed to either AFS-840 at (202) 267-8196 or AFS-210 at (202) 267-8166.

7.  LOCATION.  The material covered in this bulletin will be incorporated into the appropriate chapters of FAA Orders 8400.10, 8700.1, and 8710.3C.

/s/

L. Nicholas Lacey

Director, Flight Standards Service
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