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APPLICABLITY:
This bulletin applies to former ASI (Operations) to be selected as FIRE for administering flight instructor renewals under 14 CFR section 61.197(a)(2)(i) and (iii) and Flight Standards Handbook Bulletin for General Aviation (HBGA) 00‑18.
-------------------------------------------------------------------

1.  SUBJECT.  This bulletin provides additional information about the Federal Aviation Administration's (FAA) establishment of a flight instructor renewal examiner (FIRE) for which only former FAA aviation safety inspector (ASI) (Operations) may apply.  

2.  BACKGROUND.  The FAA recognizes the expertise that former FAA ASI (Operations) possess relating to airmen certification procedures and policies.  The FAA wishes to continue to use the expertise of these former FAA ASI (Operations) where the FAA has a need and where a former FAA ASI voluntarily applies for a FIRE position.  The offering of FIRE positions to only former FAA ASI (Operations) does not establish a precedent.  This policy has been previously authorized to former FAA ASI (Operations) for positions as a military competency examiner and foreign pilot examiner.

3.  ACTION.  By establishing FIRE positions, the FAA will be extending authority to those selected to renew holders of current flight instructor certificates on three flight instructor renewal procedures, and provided that the renewal only involves an administrative process and no practical test is involved.  A FIRE's authority will be to renew a holder of a current flight instructor certificate in accordance with the flight instructor renewal provisions set forth in 14 CFR part 61, section 61.197(a)(2)(i) and (iii) or in accordance with HBGA 00‑18.  Specifically, a FIRE's authority to renew holders of current flight instructor certificates involves the following kinds of renewal procedures only:

A.  The first kind of flight instructor renewal procedure for which a FIRE will be allowed to renew a holder of current flight instructor certificate will be for those flight instructors who make application to renew their flight instructor certificate on the basis of having a record of training students that shows, during the preceding 24 calendar months, the flight instructor has endorsed at least five students for a practical test for a certificate or rating and at least 80 percent of those students passed that test on the first attempt [i.e., 14 CFR section 61.197(a)(2)(i)].

B.  The second kind of flight instructor renewal procedure for which a FIRE will be allowed to renew a holder of current flight instructor certificate will be for those flight instructors who make application to renew their flight instructor certificate on the basis of having a graduation certificate that shows, within the preceding 3 calendar months prior to the date of application, the applicant has successfully completed an approved flight instructor refresher course in accordance with 14 CFR section 61.197(a)(2)(iii).

C.  The third kind of flight instructor renewal procedure for which a FIRE will be allowed to renew a holder of current flight instructor certificate will be for those flight instructors who make application to renew their flight instructor certificate on the basis of having participated as a flight instructor in a phase of the FAA’s WINGS Program in accordance with the flight instructor renewal provisions set forth in HBGA 00‑18.
4.  APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS.  A former FAA ASI (Operations) may apply for a FIRE position by submitting a completed FAA Form 8710‑6, Examiner Designation and Qualification Record, directly to the jurisdictional FSDO.

5.  SELECTION CRITERIA.  In order for a former FAA ASI (Operations) to be selected for a FIRE position, that person must meet the following criteria:

A.  The selecting FSDO must have a need for a FIRE position, and the person selected must have voluntarily applied for the position.

B.  The selection and approval process for the FIRE position is the responsibility of the jurisdictional FSDO, and the person need not apply through the FAA's National Examiner Board.

C.  The person must show evidence of having been employed as an Aviation Safety Inspector (Operations) with the FAA in a Flight Standards District Office (FSDO).

D.  The person must show evidence of having satisfactorily completed the FAA's General Aviation Operations Indoctrination Course.

E.  The person must have a reputation for integrity and dependability in the aviation training industry and community.

F.  The person must have a history of cooperation with the FAA.

G.  After selection, the person must be willing and must attend the FAA's Initial Pilot Examiner Standardization Seminar within 3 calendar months after selection.  Attendance at the FAA's Initial Pilot Examiner Standardization Seminar shall be at the selectee's own expense.  However, while the selectee is waiting to attend the FAA's Initial Pilot Examiner Standardization Seminar, the jurisdictional FSDO is authorized to use the services of the selectee at the discretion of that FSDO for a maximum of 3 calendar months after selection.

H.  After selection, the jurisdictional FSDO shall issue the person a FAA Form 8430-9, Certificate of Authority, FAA Form 8000‑5, Certificate of Designation, and a Letter of Authorization.  The description of the authority on FAA Forms 8430‑9 and  8000‑5 shall be stated as "Flight Instructor Renewal Examiner."  The Letter of Authorization shall state:

"Authority is limited to renewing a holder of a current flight instructor certificate in accordance with the flight instructor renewal provisions set forth in 14 CFR § 61.197(a)(2)(i) and (iii) or in accordance with HBGA 00‑18."
6.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS‑800.  Any questions regarding this information bulletin should be directed to John Lynch, AFS-840, at (202) 267-3844 or John Wensel, Manager, Certification Branch, AFS-840 at (202) 267-7771.

7.  LOCATION.  This bulletin will remain in effect until the above information is incorporated into FAA Orders 8700.1, General Aviation Operations Inspectors Handbook, volume 2, chapter 15 and 8710.3C, Pilot Examiners Handbook, chapters 1 and 18.  Until the material contained herein is incorporated, the attachment provided can be inserted into FAA Order 8700.1 for your convenience.

/s/

Joseph D. Smith  for 

Michael L. Henry

  Manager, General Aviation and Commercial Division

Enclosure:

Attachment A, Insert to FAA Order 8700.1, chapter 15

Attachment B, Insert to FAA Order 8710.3C, chapter 1

Attachment C, Insert to FAA Order 8710.3C, chapter 18

(2)  Glider examiners must show experience and demonstrate skill in motorized self-launch gliders and air and ground launch procedures, or their exam​ining activity will be limited to the particular type of launch demonstrated. 

(3)  PE's and CE's with lighter-than-air free balloon designations may have flight time in gas balloons, hot air balloons, or a combination of the two in order to meet the flight time requirements for designation.  If the examiner's pilot certificate is restricted to free balloons with airborne heater or gas balloons only, that examiner may conduct practical tests only in that type of balloon.

(4)  Except for NDPER examiners, an evaluation of competency as a pilot examiner and an LOA for each specific make and model of turbine-powered aircraft, multiengine airplane, or each make and basic model of helicopter are required for the authorization to conduct practical tests. 

(5)  The candidate may demonstrate competency in a Level C or D flight simulator if the simulator used is representative of the aircraft to be authorized by the candidate's designation.  In order to conduct a test in a simulator, except in small helicopters at the ATP level, the examiner must hold a type rating for the type of aircraft represented by the simulator if the represented aircraft requires a pilot type rating. 

(6)  NDPER examiner candidates must hold and maintain a current FAA certificate of authority as a DPE; have a recommendation from the EAA; hold at least one type rating in a vintage aircraft; have a proven background involving the operation of vintage aircraft; and be approved by AGL‑230. 

(a)  For initial NDPER authorization, an NDPER examiner need complete only one evaluation of competency in a vintage airplane to show competency for all vintage airplanes authorized.

(b)  An NDPER examiner must hold a current § 61.58 proficiency check in at least one vintage airplane.

B.  Designation of Retired Aviation Safety Inspectors (ASI) as Pilot Examiners.  Retired FAA operations inspectors applying for DPE authority are required to successfully complete initial pilot examiner standardization training conducted by AFS‑642.  Evidence of having satisfactorily completed this course of instruction is indicated by the issuance of a course completion certificate.  This certificate will only be issued to individuals who have completed all phases of the training, including classroom exercises and the final knowledge examination.  If more than 2 years have passed since a retired ASI has satisfactorily completed initial training, the supervising ASI will require the applicant to attend and satisfactorily complete a recurrent standardization course.

C.  Designation of Flight Instructor Renewal Examiner (FIRE).
(1)  The FAA recognizes the expertise that former FAA ASI (Operations) possess relating to airmen certification procedures and policies.  The FAA wishes to continue to use the expertise of these former FAA ASI (Operations) where the FAA has a need and where a former FAA ASI voluntarily applies for a FIRE position.  The offering of FIRE positions to only former FAA ASI (Operations) does not establish a precedent.  This policy has been previously authorized to former FAA ASI (Operations) for positions as a military competency examiner and foreign pilot examiner.

(2)  Application Requirements.  A former FAA ASI (Operations) may apply for a FIRE position by submitting a completed FAA Form 8710‑6, Examiner Designation and Qualification Record, directly to the jurisdictional FSDO.

(3)  Selection Criteria.  In order for a former FAA ASI (Operations) to be selected for a FIRE position, that person must meet the following criteria:

(a)  The selecting FSDO must have a need for a FIRE position, and the person selected must have voluntarily applied for the position.

(b)  The selection and approval process for the FIRE position is the responsibility of the jurisdictional FSDO, and the person need not apply through the FAA's National Examiner Board.

(c)  The person must show evidence of having been employed as an Aviation Safety Inspector (Operations) with the FAA in a Flight Standards District Office (FSDO).

(d)  The person must show evidence of having satisfactorily completed the FAA's General Aviation Operations Indoctrination Course.

(e)  The person must have a reputation for integrity and dependability in the aviation training industry and community.

(f)  The person must have a history of cooperation with the FAA.

(g)  After selection, the person must be willing and must attend the FAA's Initial Pilot Examiner Standardization Seminar within 3 calendar months after selection.  Attendance at the FAA's Initial Pilot Examiner Standardization Seminar shall be at the selectee's own expense.  However, while the selectee is waiting to attend the FAA's Initial Pilot Examiner Standardization Seminar, the jurisdictional FSDO is authorized to use the services of the selectee at the discretion of that FSDO for a maximum of 3 calendar months after selection.


(h)  After selection, the jurisdictional FSDO shall issue the person a FAA Form 8430-9, Certificate of Authority, FAA Form 8000‑5, Certificate of Designation, and a Letter of Authorization.  The description of the authority on FAA Forms 8430‑9 and 8000‑5 shall be stated as Flight Instructor Renewal Examiner.  The Letter of Authorization shall state:

"Authority is limited to renewing a holder of a current flight instructor certificate in accordance with the flight instructor renewal provisions set forth in 14 CFR § 61.197(a)(2)(i) and (iii) or in accordance with HBGA 00‑18."

(2)  By establishing FIRE positions, the FAA will be extending authority to those selected to renew holders of current flight instructor certificates on three flight instructor renewal procedures, and provided that the renewal only involves an administrative process and no practical test is involved.  A FIRE's authority will be to renew a holder of a current flight instructor certificate in accordance with the flight instructor renewal provisions set forth in 14 CFR part 61, section 61.197(a)(2)(i) and (iii) or in accordance with HBGA 00‑18.  Specifically, a FIRE's authority to renew holders of current flight instructor certificates involves the following kinds of renewal procedures only:

(a)  The first kind of flight instructor renewal procedure for which a FIRE will be allowed to renew a holder of current flight instructor certificate will be for those flight instructors who make application to renew their flight instructor certificate on the basis of having a record of training students that shows, during the preceding 24 calendar months, the flight instructor has endorsed at least five students for a practical test for a certificate or rating and at least 80 percent of those students passed that test on the first attempt [i.e., 14 CFR section 61.197(a)(2)(i)].

(b)  The second kind of flight instructor renewal procedure for which a FIRE will be allowed to renew a holder of current flight instructor certificate will be for those flight instructors who make application to renew their flight instructor certificate on the basis of having a graduation certificate that shows, within the preceding 3 calendar months prior to the date of application, the applicant has successfully completed an approved flight instructor refresher course in accordance with 14 CFR section 61.197(a)(2)(iii).

(c)  The third kind of flight instructor renewal procedure for which a FIRE will be allowed to renew a holder of current flight instructor certificate will be for those flight instructors who make application to renew their flight instructor certificate on the basis of having participated as a flight instructor in a phase of the FAA’s WINGS Program in accordance with the flight instructor renewal provisions set forth in HBGA 00‑18.
13.  INITIAL DESIGNATION.  Candidates for designation as pilot examiners must be highly quali​fied technically and must hold all pertinent category, class, and type ratings for each aircraft for which designation is sought.  All pilot examiners must meet the requirements of §§ 61.56 and 61.57, as applicable.  Except as specifically noted for NDPER examiners, all DPE's must meet the requirements of § 61.58, if applicable, and must be current and qualified to act as PIC of each aircraft for which authorized throughout the duration of the designation.  For designations requiring a medical certificate, the designee must maintain at least a third class medical certificate throughout the duration of the designation.  Any required flight instructor certificate must be kept current for the duration of the designation.  A candidate for rotorcraft/helicopter designation must hold the appropriate category, class, and, if applicable, type ratings.  Examiners' authorizations will be issued on the basis of each make and basic model of helicopter, regardless of the aircraft's size and power source.
A.  General Criteria.   In addition to meeting the professional standards in the preceding paragraph, an examiner candidate shall meet the following standards: 
(1)  be at least 21 years old; 

(2)  have a good record as a pilot and flight instructor in regard to accidents, incidents, and violations; 

(3)  have a reputation for integrity and dependability in the industry and the community; 

(4)  have a history of cooperation with the FAA; 

(5)  hold a valid second-class medical certificate for initial designation, except in the case of a designation limited to examining in free balloons, gliders, or simulators.  No airman medical certificate is required for free balloons or gliders if the pilot certifies that he or she has no known physical defects that make him or her unable to pilot a free balloon or glider safely.  Designation as pilot examiner for simulators only does not require a medical certificate.

(6)  be a professional flight instructor or serve in another type of piloting service (for example, executive, air carrier, part 121 or 135 check airman). If the candidate is not employed as a flight instructor, the candidate's employment must include duties primarily devoted to testing airmen or similar evaluation activities.
priate, type ratings on their pilot certificates pertinent to the tests to be conducted.

(1)  ATPE's are not authorized to conduct instrument rating practical tests unless they hold a CIRE designation for the category and class of aircraft pertinent to the tests to be conducted.

(2)  ATPE's are authorized to conduct ATP certifica​tion practical tests in single-engine aircraft if they hold such class and category ratings on their ATP certificates, unless their designations are limited in writing.

(3)  Any applicable limitations, such as "AIRLINE TRANSPORT PILOT EXAMINER - AIRPLANE (CE 500 ONLY), will be placed on the examiner's Certificate of Authority and LOA.

E.  Flight Instructor Examiner (FIE).  An FIE, as authorized by the designating FSDO, conducts practical tests for the original issuance, renewal, and reinstatement of flight instructor certificates and ratings. An FIE is authorized to issue flight instructor renewals or reinstatements on the basis of practical tests only.

F.  NDPER Examiner.  An NDPER examiner conducts certification practical tests and proficiency tests in vintage/surplus military airplanes that are identified and listed as vintage airplanes under the NDPER Program.

G.  Proficiency Pilot Examiner (PPE).  A PPE conducts the pilot-in-command (PIC) proficiency checks required by § 61.58 for airmen who act as PIC of aircraft that require two or more pilots and are operated under OTHER than 14 CFR parts 121, 125, 127, or 135. A PPE does not conduct certification practical tests.

H.  Airman Certification Representative (ACR).  An ACR accepts applications for airman certificates and/or ratings from the graduates of a pilot school that holds appropriate examining authority under part 141. An ACR employed solely by a flight instructor refresher clinic (FIRC) reviews applicants' attendance/training records and determines applicants' eligibility for the renewal of a valid flight instructor certificate.

(1)  An ACR does NOT conduct any written or practical tests in connection with ACR duties.

(2)  A DPE may perform ACR duties and responsibilities without additional authorization.

I.  Military Competency/Foreign Pilot Examiner (MC/FPE).  An MC/FPE issues private pilot and commercial pilot certificates on the basis of military competency and/or foreign pilot licenses. The MC/FPE reviews applicant records, verifies computer test reports for the Military Competence and/or Foreign Pilot Instrument knowledge tests, and issues temporary certificates to qualified applicants as specifically authorized. The MC/FPE may issue/upgrade pilot certificates bearing type ratings based on military competence.

J.  Training Center Evaluator (TCE).  A TCE conducts certification practical tests, proficiency checks, Category II and III authorizations, and competency checks in an aircraft, a simulator, or both, as authorized. The TCE performs authorized functions in conjunction with a training center under the provisions of 14 CFR part 142.

K.  Designation of Flight Instructor Renewal Examiner (FIRE).
(1)  The FAA recognizes the expertise that former FAA ASI (Operations) possess relating to airmen certification procedures and policies.  The FAA wishes to continue to use the expertise of these former FAA ASI (Operations) where the FAA has a need and where a former FAA ASI voluntarily applies for a FIRE position.  The offering of FIRE positions to only former FAA ASI (Operations) does not establish a precedent.  This policy has been previously authorized to former FAA ASI (Operations) for positions as a military competency examiner and foreign pilot examiner.

(2)  Application Requirements.  A former FAA ASI (Operations) may apply for a FIRE position by submitting a completed FAA Form 8710‑6, Examiner Designation and Qualification Record, directly to the jurisdictional FSDO.

(3)  Selection Criteria.  In order for a former FAA ASI (Operations) to be selected for a FIRE position, that person must meet the following criteria:

(a)  The selecting FSDO must have a need for a FIRE position, and the person selected must have voluntarily applied for the position.

(b)  The selection and approval process for the FIRE position is the responsibility of the jurisdictional FSDO, and the person need not apply through the FAA's National Examiner Board.

(c)  The person must show evidence of having been employed as an Aviation Safety Inspector (Operations) with the FAA in a Flight Standards District Office (FSDO).

(d)  The person must show evidence of having satisfactorily completed the FAA's General Aviation Operations Indoctrination Course.

(e)  The person must have a reputation for integrity and dependability in the aviation training industry and community.

(f)  The person must have a history of cooperation with the FAA.

(g)  After selection, the person must be willing and must attend the FAA's Initial Pilot Examiner Standardization Seminar within 3 calendar months after selection.  Attendance at the FAA's Initial Pilot Examiner Standardization Seminar shall be at the selectee's own expense.  However, while the selectee is waiting to attend the FAA's Initial Pilot Examiner Standardization Seminar, the jurisdictional FSDO is authorized to use the services of the selectee at the discretion of that FSDO for a maximum of 3 calendar months after selection.

(h)  After selection, the jurisdictional FSDO shall issue the person a FAA Form 8430-9, Certificate of Authority, FAA Form 8000‑5, Certificate of Designation, and a Letter of Authorization.  The description of the authority on FAA Forms 8430‑9 and 8000‑5 shall be stated as Flight Instructor Renewal Examiner.  The Letter of Authorization shall state:

"Authority is limited to renewing a holder of a current flight instructor certificate in accordance with the flight instructor renewal provisions set forth in 14 CFR § 61.197(a)(2)(i) and (iii) or in accordance with HBGA 00‑18."

(2)  By establishing FIRE positions, the FAA will be extending authority to those selected to renew holders of current flight instructor certificates on three flight instructor renewal procedures, and provided that the renewal only involves an administrative process and no practical test is involved.  A FIRE's authority will be to renew a holder of a current flight instructor certificate in accordance with the flight instructor renewal provisions set forth in 14 CFR part 61, section 61.197(a)(2)(i) and (iii) or in accordance with HBGA 00‑18.  Specifically, a FIRE's authority to renew holders of current flight instructor certificates involves the following kinds of renewal procedures only:


(a)  The first kind of flight instructor renewal procedure for which a FIRE will be allowed to renew a holder of current flight instructor certificate will be for those flight instructors who make application to renew their flight instructor certificate on the basis of having a record of training students that shows, during the preceding 24 calendar months, the flight instructor has endorsed at least five students for a practical test for a certificate or rating and at least 80 percent of those students passed that test on the first attempt [i.e., 14 CFR section 61.197(a)(2)(i)].

(b)  The second kind of flight instructor renewal procedure for which a FIRE will be allowed to renew a holder of current flight instructor certificate will be for those flight instructors who make application to renew their flight instructor certificate on the basis of having a graduation certificate that shows, within the preceding 3 calendar months prior to the date of application, the applicant has successfully completed an approved flight instructor refresher course in accordance with 14 CFR section 61.197(a)(2)(iii).

(c)  The third kind of flight instructor renewal procedure for which a FIRE will be allowed to renew a holder of current flight instructor certificate will be for those flight instructors who make application to renew their flight instructor certificate on the basis of having participated as a flight instructor in a phase of the FAA’s WINGS Program in accordance with the flight instructor renewal provisions set forth in HBGA 00‑18.
the name of the applicant, the date, the certificate applied for, and the action taken on the application.

F.  Renewal.  An MC/FPE designation may be renewed annually if the FSDO or IFO finds that continuation of the designation is justified to meet the need for service at that location and is in the FAA's interest. The examiner applies for renewal by submitting FAA Form 8710-9 to the FSDO or IFO at least 60 days before the expiration date of the current designation. A list of the examiner's certification activities for the previous 12 calendar-months should accompany the application.

5.  TERMINATION OR NONRENEWAL.  The information and guidance provided in chapter 1, section 4, paragraphs 7 and 9, regarding delegation and recision of an examiner authorization and termination or nonrenewal of a designation, applies to MC/FPE designations.

7.  ISSUANCE OF U.S. CERTIFICATES BASED ON FOREIGN PILOT LICENSES.  The MC/FPE shall comply with the guidance in chapter 5, section 1, paragraph 53, regarding the issuance of U.S. airman certificates issued on the basis of a foreign pilot license.

9.  PILOT CERTIFICATES ISSUED ON THE BASIS OF MILITARY COMPETENCE.  A private or commercial pilot certificate may be issued to an applicant who meets the requirements of § 61.73. Aircraft category, class, type, and instrument ratings may be originally issued or added to a certificate based on military competency if the applicant meets the appropriate requirements of § 61.73(d), (e), and (f).

A.  Documents Required.  The applicant must present the evidentiary documents required by § 61.73(g).

B.  Knowledge Test.  An applicant for the original issuance of a private or commercial pilot certificate on the basis of military competence must satisfactorily complete the military competence test for airplane or helicopter, as appropriate. A knowledge test is not required to add a rating on the basis of military competence to an existing pilot certificate. However, an applicant holding a pilot certificate NOT issued on the basis of military competence for a nonpowered aircraft who wishes to have a rating for a powered aircraft added to that certificate ON THE BASIS OF MILITARY COMPETENCE, must satisfactorily complete the military competence test.

C.  Limitations.  An MC/FPE shall use the guidance in chapter 5 to determine the limitations, if any, to place on temporary airman certificates issued.

D.  Military Pilots of the Armed Forces of an ICAO Member State.  A private or commercial pilot certificate may be issued to a rated military pilot of the armed forces of an ICAO member state if the applicant meets the requirements of § 61.73(b)(2). If an applicant does not meet these requirements, the applicant may be able to meet the requirements for a certificate issued on the basis of a foreign pilot license.

E.  Applicants Not Meeting the Requirements.  An applicant who does not meet the requirements of § 61.73, must meet the requirements of part 61, subparts D or E, as applicable, and take the appropriate knowledge and practical tests.

11.  COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER PROVISIONS.  In addition to complying with the guidance in this chapter, an MC/FPE shall comply with the applicable provisions and procedures contained in chapters 1 through 15, as appropriate to the certification function conducted.

13.  DESIGNATION OF FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR RENEWAL EXAMINER (FIRE).

A.  The FAA recognizes the expertise that former FAA ASI (Operations) possess relating to airmen certification procedures and policies.  The FAA wishes to continue to use the expertise of these former FAA ASI (Operations) where the FAA has a need and where a former FAA ASI voluntarily applies for a FIRE position.  The offering of FIRE positions to only former FAA ASI (Operations) does not establish a precedent.  This policy has been previously authorized to former FAA ASI (Operations) for positions as a military competency examiner and foreign pilot examiner.

B.  Application Requirements.  A former FAA ASI (Operations) may apply for a FIRE position by submitting a completed FAA Form 8710‑6, Examiner Designation and Qualification Record, directly to the jurisdictional FSDO.

C.  Selection Criteria.  In order for a former FAA ASI (Operations) to be selected for a FIRE position, that person must meet the following criteria:

(1)  The selecting FSDO must have a need for a FIRE position, and the person selected must have voluntarily applied for the position.

(2)  The selection and approval process for the FIRE position is the responsibility of the jurisdictional FSDO, and the person need not apply through the FAA's National Examiner Board.

(3)  The person must show evidence of having been employed as an Aviation Safety Inspector (Operations) with the FAA in a Flight Standards District Office (FSDO).

(4)  The person must show evidence of having satisfactorily completed the FAA's General Aviation Operations Indoctrination Course.

(5)  The person must have a reputation for integrity and dependability in the aviation training industry and community.

(6)  The person must have a history of cooperation with the FAA.

(7)  After selection, the person must be willing and must attend the FAA's Initial Pilot Examiner Standardization Seminar within 3 calendar months after selection.  Attendance at the FAA's Initial Pilot Examiner Standardization Seminar shall be at the selectee's own expense.  However, while the selectee is waiting to attend the FAA's Initial Pilot Examiner Standardization Seminar, the jurisdictional FSDO is authorized to use the services of the selectee at the discretion of that FSDO for a maximum of 3 calendar months after selection.

(8)  After selection, the jurisdictional FSDO shall issue the person a FAA Form 8430-9, Certificate of Authority, FAA Form 8000‑5, Certificate of Designation, and a Letter of Authorization.  The description of the authority on FAA Forms 8430‑9 and 8000‑5 shall be stated as Flight Instructor Renewal Examiner.  The Letter of Authorization shall state:

"Authority is limited to renewing a holder of a current flight instructor certificate in accordance with the flight instructor renewal provisions set forth in 14 CFR § 61.197(a)(2)(i) and (iii) or in accordance with HBGA 00‑18."

B.  By establishing FIRE positions, the FAA will be extending authority to those selected to renew holders of current flight instructor certificates on three flight instructor renewal procedures, and provided that the renewal only involves an administrative process and no practical test is involved.  A FIRE's authority will be to renew a holder of a current flight instructor certificate in accordance with the flight instructor renewal provisions set forth in 14 CFR part 61, section 61.197(a)(2)(i) and (iii) or in accordance with HBGA 00‑18.  Specifically, a FIRE's authority to renew holders of current flight instructor certificates involves the following kinds of renewal procedures only:


(1)  The first kind of flight instructor renewal procedure for which a FIRE will be allowed to renew a holder of current flight instructor certificate will be for those flight instructors who make application to renew their flight instructor certificate on the basis of having a record of training students that shows, during the preceding 24 calendar months, the flight instructor has endorsed at least five students for a practical test for a certificate or rating and at least 80 percent of those students passed that test on the first attempt [i.e., 14 CFR section 61.197(a)(2)(i)].

(2)  The second kind of flight instructor renewal procedure for which a FIRE will be allowed to renew a holder of current flight instructor certificate will be for those flight instructors who make application to renew their flight instructor certificate on the basis of having a graduation certificate that shows, within the preceding 3 calendar months prior to the date of application, the applicant has successfully completed an approved flight instructor refresher course in accordance with 14 CFR section 61.197(a)(2)(iii).

(3)  The third kind of flight instructor renewal procedure for which a FIRE will be allowed to renew a holder of current flight instructor certificate will be for those flight instructors who make application to renew their flight instructor certificate on the basis of having participated as a flight instructor in a phase of the FAA’s WINGS Program in accordance with the flight instructor renewal provisions set forth in HBGA 00‑18.
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