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1.  SUBJECT.  This bulletin contains information and guidance for aviation safety inspectors (ASI) and designated pilot examiners (DPE) procedures relating to policies for renewing or reinstating an applicant's flight instructor certificate and rating.

2.  BACKGROUND.  Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 61, section 61.197(a) provides that a holder of a current flight instructor may renew that certificate and rating by passing a practical test for one of the ratings listed on the applicant's current flight instructor certificate.  Title 14 CFR section 61.199(a) provides that the holder of an expired flight instructor certificate may reinstate that certificate by passing a practical test for one of the ratings listed on the applicant's expired flight instructor certificate.  In order to standardize the procedures for policy, this bulletin is being issued to establish procedures for policies applicable to renewing a current flight instructor certificate or reinstating an expired flight instructor certificate during the practical test.

3.  ACTION.  An ASI or DPE shall select tasks from the list below, which has been taken from the appropriate Flight Instructor Practical Test Standard (PTS), to evaluate applicants' competence to continue to hold their flight instructor certificate.  The below listed areas of operation and tasks are the minimum required that an applicant must be tested on during the practical test.  An ASI or DPE may select additional tasks, as necessary, to determine applicants' competency and proficiency to hold their flight instructor certificate.  The renewal or reinstatement of one of the ratings listed on the applicant's flight instructor certificate shall renew all ratings listed on that flight instructor certificate.

A.  Airplane Single-engine Category (FAA-S-8081-6)

(1)  Area of Operation II - select at least 2 tasks

(2)  Area of Operation III - select at least 1 task

(3)  Area of Operation V, XI, XII, XIII, and XV - select at least 1 task from each area of operation

(4)  Area of Operation VII, IX, and XIV - select at least 2 tasks from each area of operation

B.  Airplane Multiengine Category (FAA-S-8081-6)

(1)  Area of Operation II - select at least 2 tasks

(2)  Area of Operation III - select at least 1 task

(3)  Area of Operation V, X, XII, and XIII - select at least 1 task from each area of operation

(4)  Area of Operation VIII, XIV, and XV - select at least 2 tasks from each area of operation

C.  Rotorcraft Category (FAA-S-8081-7)

(1)  Area of Operation II - select at least 2 tasks

(2)  Area of Operation III - select at least 1 task

(3)  Area of Operation V, VII,  and XII - select at least 1 task from each area of operation

(4)  Area of Operation VIII, X, and XI - select at least 2 tasks from each area of operation

D.  Glider Category (FAA-S-8081-8)

(1)  Area of Operation II - select at least 2 tasks

(2)  Area of Operation III - select at least 1 task

(3)  Area of Operation V, VIII, IX, X, XI, XII, and XI - select at least 1 task from each area of operation

(4)  Area of Operation VII - select at least 2 tasks from each launch (appropriate to the launch privileges held) and 1 landing task

E.  Instrument Rating Only (FAA-S-8081-9)

(1)  Area of Operation II, III, and V -  select at least 1 task from each area of operation
(2)  Area of Operation VI – select at least 2 tasks

(3)  Area of Operation VII – select at least 1 task

(4)  Area of Operation VIII – select task A or B and combine with tasks C or D or E

(5)  Area of Operation IX – select at least 1 task

4.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS‑630 and AFS‑800.  Any questions regarding this information bulletin should be directed to John Lynch, AFS-840, at (202) 267-3844 or Martin Weaver, AFS‑630, at (405) 954-1810.

5.  INCORPORATION OF MATERIAL.  The guidance provided in paragraph 3, Action shall be incorporated into a future revision of the Flight Instructor Practical Test Standards.

6.  LOCATION.  This bulletin will remain in effect until the above information is incorporated into FAA Orders 8700.1, General Aviation Operations Inspectors Handbook, volume 2, chapter 11, new paragraph and 8710.3C, Pilot Examiners Handbook, chapter 13, new paragraph.
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Joseph D. Smith  for

Michael L. Henry

  Manager, General Aviation and Commercial Division
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