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NOTE:  This bulletin amends HBAT 00-02/HBGA 00-02.  The original bulletin stated that OpSpec C081 could not be issued without OpSpec C064 and/or C080.  This is incorrect.  This information has been deleted from paragraph 4 of this amended bulletin.  Please use this amended guidance, which will be incorporated into the appropriate handbooks, instead of the guidance in HBAT 00-02/HBGA 00-02.

1.  Purpose.  This bulletin is to announce changes in the above mentioned Operations Specifications (OpSpecs) for authorizing special terminal area instrument flight rules (IFR) operations in Class G airspace.  This change affects all Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) parts 121 and 135 and 125 certificate holders.  There is no policy change but revisions result from programmatic changes to the new Operations Specifications Subsystem (OPSS).  The guidance for all certificate holders will be found in Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Order 8400.10, Air Transportation Operations Inspector’s Handbook, and FAA Order 8700.1, General Aviation Operations Inspector’s Handbook, respectively.

2.  Background and summary.

  A.  The authorizations for special terminal area IFR operations outside controlled airspace (in Class G airspace) were in OpSpec paragraphs A014 and C064.  It was determined that to have the authorization in paragraphs A014 and C064 is redundant.  The terminology for the airspace reclassification has been updated in all the authorizations.  It was confusing to authorize special terminal area IFR operations in Class G airspace for the different kinds of operations in one document.  Samples of the revised OpSpecs are in Appendices 1, 2, 3, and 4.
    (1)  OpSpec paragraph A014, originally titled IFR Operations Outside Controlled Airspace, was the initial authorization for both terminal and en route IFR operations in Class G airspace.  A014 now contains only the initial authorization for special en route IFR operations in Class G airspace.  Its new title is “Special En Route IFR Operations In Class G Airspace.”  All special terminal area IFR operations in Class G airspace authorizations are in OpSpec paragraphs C064, C080, and/or C081.

    (2)  OpSpec paragraph C064, originally titled Special Terminal Area IFR operations - Authorizations, Limitations, and Provisions, has now been split into three paragraphs for programming purposes:

      (a)  Revised OpSpec C064, “Special Terminal Area IFR Operations in Class G Airspace -- Nonscheduled Passenger and All-Cargo Operations.”  Subparagraphs a and b of paragraph C064 have not changed in policy.  Paragraph C064 is now the authorization for nonscheduled passenger operations and all-cargo operations whether scheduled or nonscheduled.  A new subparagraph c was added to paragraph C064 in order to clarify special limitations and provisions pertaining to part 135 turbojet and part 121 operations.

      (b)  New OpSpec C080, Special Terminal Area IFR Operations in Class G Airspace -- Scheduled Passenger Operations.”  This paragraph is now the authorization for scheduled passenger operations only as the title implies.  Subparagraphs c and d from the original C064 were moved to C080 and modified as subparagraphs a, b, c, and d.  OpSpec paragraph C080 is not applicable to part 125 operators.

      (c)  New OpSpec C081, “Special Non CFR Part 97 Instrument Approach or Departure Procedures.”  This paragraph is now the authorization for special non 14 CFR part 97 instrument approach and/or departure procedures.  Either C064 and/or C080 must be issued before this paragraph can be authorized.  Subparagraph e from the original C064 was moved to C081 subparagraph a.  Subparagraph b(1) was added to clarify the pilot qualifications and training requirement.

3.  RELATED DOCUMENTS.

  A.  The related sections of 14 CFR include but are not limited to:  14 CFR part 91, sections 91.126, and 91.127, part 135, section 135.215, part 121, sections 121.93, 121.103, 121.113, part 131, section 131.121, and part 125.

  B.  The appropriate sections of the Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM).

4.  ACTION.  Principal operations inspectors will bring this bulletin to the attention of their air carriers and issue or reissue the subject operations specifications, as applicable.  If any of the OpSpec authorizations are applicable, these are considered to be non-mandatory OpSpec changes since none of the policy within the paragraphs has changed.  However, those that now have the new OPSS should reissue these authorizations as soon as possible in order to maintain current versions of OpSpecs issued to the air carriers.

  A.  Revised Guidance for Issuing OpSpec A014.  Special En Route IFR Operations in Class G Airspace.  (Order 8400.10, volume 3, chapter 1.  Operations Specifications, Section 3, Part A, subparagraph 89.  
A014 - IFR EN ROUTE OPERATIONS IN CLASS G AIRSPACE); (Order 8700.1, volume 2, chapter 76, section 1.  A014 - IFR EN ROUTE OPERATIONS IN CLASS G AIRSPACE.)

    (1)  OpSpec A014 provides the initial authorization for IFR en route operations in Class G airspace.  Other IFR en route authorizations may be found in OpSpec paragraphs B031, B034, B035, and B036, as applicable and appropriate.

    (2)  Operations specification paragraph B032 prohibits special IFR en route operations in Class G airspace unless the POI approves such operations by issuing A014.  IFR operations in Class G airspace are not provided any air traffic control (ATC) separation services.  The certificate holder and the pilot-in-command (PIC) are responsible for avoiding obstacles and other air traffic.

    (3)  Before authorizing en route IFR operations in Class G airspace to part 121, 121/135, 135, or 125 certificate holders:

      (a)  The POI must confirm the operator has a method or procedure for assuring that any facilities and services which this type of operation depends upon are operational during the periods in which flights are to occur.

      (b)  The POI must also confirm that the operator has developed procedures and guidance for crewmember use while operating in areas of en route operations in Class G airspace.  Aeronautical Information Publications (AIP) or Flight Information Region Publications (FIR) have broadcast in the blind procedures and other guidance for crewmember use when large areas of Class G airspace are within the area covered by the AIP or FIR.

      (c)  See FAA Order 8400.10, volume 4, chapter 1, sections 1 and 4 for further discussion on en route operations in Class G airspace.

      (d)  The reference to OpSpec paragraph B051 is to provide for part 121 “reciprocating and turbo-propeller powered” aircraft operations only.

    (4)  OpSpec paragraphs C064, C080, and/or C081 now authorize special terminal area IFR operations in Class G airspace.  One or both types of these operations may be authorized.

  B.  Revised guidance for C064, Authorization for Special Terminal Area IFR Operations in Class G Airspace for Nonscheduled Passenger and All-Cargo Operations (Order 8400.10, volume 3, chapter 1.  Operations Specifications, Section 5, Part C, subparagraph 189.  Terminal Area IFR Operations Outside of Controlled Airspace.)  OpSpec C064 authorizes an operator to conduct nonscheduled passenger and all-cargo, (scheduled and nonscheduled), special terminal area IFR operations in Class G airspace, with the following limitations and provisions:

    (1)  Before authorizing nonscheduled terminal area IFR operations in Class G airspace, the POI must determine that the operator has a method or procedure of obtaining and disseminating necessary operational information.  This operational information must include the following:

      (a)  The airport is served by an authorized instrument approach procedure (and departure procedure when applicable);

      (b)  Applicable charts for crewmember use;

      (c)  Operational weather data from an approved source for control of flight movements and crewmember use;

      (d)  Status of airport services and facilities at the time of the operation; and

      (e)  Suitable means for pilots to obtain traffic advisories.

    (2)  Sources of Traffic and Airport Advisories.  Certificate holders may be authorized to use any two-way radio source of air traffic advisory information listed in the AIM (for operations in U.S. airspace) or equivalent aeronautical information publications (for foreign operations).

      (a)  These sources include common traffic advisory frequencies, unicom, multicom, and flight service stations.

      (b)  In those cases where two sources are listed at the same airport, inspectors must ensure the operator’s manuals have procedures which require pilots to continuously monitor and use the traffic advisory frequency when operating within 10 nautical miles of the airport.  The procedures should require communication concerning airport services and facilities to be completed while more than 10 miles from the airport.

      (c)  At some airports no public use frequencies may be available.  In those cases, a certificate holder must arrange for radio communication of essential information including surveillance of local or transient aircraft operations by ground personnel.  Ground personnel who operate a company radio for airport status and traffic advisory must be able to view airspace around the airport.

    (3)  Operations specification, C064, is applicable to part 121, 125, 121/135, and 135 certificate holders.

  C.  Guidance for OpSpec C080, to authorize special terminal area IFR operations in Class G airspace for scheduled passenger operations.  (Order 8400.10, volume 3, chapter 1.  Operations Specifications, Section 5, Part C, subparagraph 189A.)  OpSpec paragraph C080, “Special Terminal Area IFR Operations in Class G Airspace for Scheduled Passenger Operations,” authorizes scheduled passenger terminal area IFR operations in Class G airspace and at locations without an operating control tower.

    (1)  Before authorizing scheduled terminal area IFR operations in Class G airspace or at airports without an operating air traffic control tower, the POI must obtain and list the following information in paragraph C080.

      (a)  Names of airports.

      (b)  Sources of weather information to be used by flightcrews (see Order 8400.10, volume 3, chapter 7, section 3, and Order 8700.1, volume 2, chapter 76).

      (c)  Source of traffic and airport advisories.

    (2)  Sources of Traffic and Airport Advisories.  Certificate holders may be authorized to use any two-way radio source of air traffic advisory information listed in the AIM (for operations in U.S. airspace) or equivalent aeronautical information publications (for foreign operations).

      (a)  These sources include common traffic advisory frequencies, unicom, multicom, and flight service stations.

      (b)  If an air traffic advisory source is also suitable for determining the status of airport services and facilities, it is the only source which needs to be listed in paragraph C080.

      (c)  When airport services and facilities information is on a different frequency, both sources should be listed in paragraph C080.

      (d)  In those cases where two sources are listed at the same airport, inspectors must ensure the operator’s manuals have procedures which require pilots to continuously monitor and use the traffic advisory frequency when operating within 10 nautical miles of the airport.  The procedures should require communication concerning airport services and facilities to be completed while more than 10 nautical miles from the airport.

      (e)  At some airports no public use frequencies may be available.  In those cases, a certificate holder must arrange for radio communication of essential information including surveillance of local or transient aircraft operations by ground personnel.  Ground personnel, who operate a company radio for airport status and traffic advisory, must be able to view airspace around the airport.

    (3)  Operations specification, C080, is not applicable for part 125 operators.

  D.  Guidance for New OpSpec C081 to authorize special non part 97 instrument approach or departure procedures.  (Order 8400.10, volume 3, chapter 1.  Operations Specifications, section 5, part C, subparagraph 189B).  OpSpec paragraph C081, “Special Non CFR Part 97 Instrument Approach or Departure Procedures.”

    (1)  Special Terminal Instrument Approach or Departure Procedures. (TBD)  (See other areas of FAA Order 8400.10 or contact your regional flight procedures branch for more information.)

    (2)  Operations specification, C081, is applicable to part 121, 125/135, 125, and 135 certificate holders.

5. INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS-260 and AFS-820.  Questions or comments should be directed to AFS-200 at (202) 267-8166 or AFS-800 at (202) 267-8212.

6.  EXPIRATION.  This bulletin will expire when it is incorporated into FAA Orders 8400.10, volume 3, chapter 1, sections 2 and 3, and FAA Order 8700.1, volume 2, chapter 76, as applicable.  Until the new material is incorporated in the Handbooks, inspectors should make written reference of this bulletin in the margin next to the indicated paragraph.

/s/

L. Nicholas Lacey

  Director, Flight Standards Service, AFS-1

ATTACHMENTS

Appendix 1

Sample OpSpec A014.  Special En Route IFR Operations in Class G Airspace.
The certificate holder is authorized to conduct special en route IFR operations in Class G airspace provided the following provisions are met:

a.  All such IFR operations are conducted within the areas in Class G airspace specifically authorized for IFR flight in operations specification paragraph B050 of these operations specifications.

b.  All such operations are conducted in accordance with the limitations and provisions of operations specification paragraph B032 of these operations specifications.

c.  The facilities and services necessary to safely conduct IFR operations in Class G airspace are available and operational during the period of operation in Class G airspace.

(The following subparagraph is to be deleted from the CFR Part 125 OpSpec)

d.  Except as provided in operations specification paragraph B051 of these operations specifications, all Title 14 CFR Part 135 turbojet and all 14 CFR Part 121 en route operations in Class G airspace are conducted under instrument flight rules.

Appendix 2

Sample OpSpec C064,  Special Terminal Area IFR Operations in Class G Airspace--Nonscheduled Passenger and All-Cargo Operations.
The certificate holder is authorized to conduct nonscheduled passenger and all-cargo, (scheduled and nonscheduled), special terminal area IFR operations in Class G airspace specified in accordance with the limitations and provisions of this paragraph.  The certificate holder shall not conduct any other special terminal area IFR operations under this operations specification.

a.  The certificate holder is authorized to conduct these operations provided that the certificate holder determines that:

(1) The airport is served by an authorized instrument approach procedure.

(2) The airport has an approved source of weather.

(3) The airport has a suitable means for the pilot-in-command to acquire air traffic advisories and the status of airport services and facilities.

(4) The facilities and services necessary to safely conduct IFR operations are available and operational at the time of the particular operation.

b.  The certificate holder is authorized to designate and use an alternate or diversionary airport which will involve terminal area IFR operations in Class G airspace provided that at the time of any operation to that alternate or diversionary airport, the certificate holder determines that the provisions specified in subparagraphs a(1) through (4) are met.

(The following subparagraph is to be deleted from the CFR Part 125 OpSpec)

c.  Except as provided in operations specifications paragraph C077, all Title 14 CFR Part 135 turbojet and 14 CFR Part 121 operations in the terminal area are conducted under instrument flight rules.

Appendix 3

Sample operations specifications, C080, Special Terminal Area IFR Operations in Class G Airspace for Scheduled Passenger Operations.

The certificate holder is authorized to conduct the following special terminal area IFR operations specified in accordance with the limitations and provisions of this paragraph.  The certificate holder shall not conduct any other special terminal area IFR operations under this operations specification.

a.  The certificate holder is authorized to conduct scheduled passenger terminal area IFR operations in Class G airspace provided that the certificate holder determines that:

(1) The airport is served by an authorized instrument approach procedure.

(2) The airport has an approved source of weather.

(3) The airport has a suitable means for the pilot-in-command to acquire air traffic advisories and the status of airport services and facilities.

(4) The facilities and services necessary to safely conduct IFR operations are available and operational at the time of the particular operation.

b.  The certificate holder is authorized to designate and use an alternate or diversionary airport which will involve terminal area IFR operations in Class G airspace provided that at the time of any operation to that alternate or diversionary airport, the certificate holder determines that the provisions specified in subparagraphs a(1) through (4) are met.

c.  The certificate holder is authorized to conduct scheduled passenger terminal area IFR operations in Class G airspace when, at the scheduled time of operation, the airspace would have been Class D or E airspace but, because of ATC, weather, or mechanical delays, the flight arrives at a time when the controlled airspace is not operational, provided the certificate holder determines that the provisions specified in subparagraphs a(1) through (4) are met.

d.  The certificate holder is authorized to conduct scheduled passenger terminal area IFR operations in Class G airspace provided an authorized instrument approach procedure and the facilities and services listed below are available and operational at the time of the particular operation.

Airport IDENT
Weather Source
Traffic & Airport 

Advisory Service

 
 
 





e.  Except as provided in operations specifications paragraph C077, all Title 14 CFR Part 135 turbojet and 14 CFR Part 121 operations in the terminal area are conducted under instrument flight rules.

Appendix 4
Sample operations specifications, C081, Special Non CFR Part 97 Instrument Approach or Departure Procedures.

The certificate holder is authorized to conduct operations using the Special Terminal Instrument Procedures provided the operation is conducted in accordance with the limitations and provisions in the Special Terminal Instrument Procedures described in this operations specification.

a.  The certificate holder is authorized to conduct special non CFR Part 97 instrument approach or departure operations specified for the following airports, provided the operation is conducted in accordance with the limitations and provisions listed below:

Airport

IDENT
Special Terminal Instrument Procedures









(The following subparagraphs should be deleted for part 125 certificate holders).

b.  Special Limitations or Provisions.

(1) The certificate holder shall not conduct any operation authorized by this operations specification, unless the certificate holder’s approved training program provides training in the equipment and special procedures to be used.

M/M�
ATA Code�
14 CFR�
PTRS�
�
N/A�
N/A�
121/125/135�
N/A�
�









1

