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1.  SUBJECT.  This bulletin contains the addition of the Bushmaster BU‑2000 and Douglas Super DC‑3S airplanes to the vintage airplane groups listed in FAA Orders 8700.1, General Aviation Operations Inspectors Handbook, volume 2, chapter 15, figure 15‑12; and 8710-3C, Pilot Examiners Handbook, chapter 2, figure 2‑1.

2.  BACKGROUND.  The purpose for establishing this bulletin is a result of a written request from Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), Great Lakes Region, AGL‑230, Technical Programs Branch and the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA).  It was requested that the Bushmaster BU‑2000 and Douglas Super DC‑3S airplanes be added to the vintage airplane groups listed in FAA Orders 8700.1 and 8710-3C.

A.  On January 22, 1993, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and the EAA entered into an agreement that established the National Designated Pilot Examiner Registry (NDPER) for qualifying designated pilot examiners to perform practical tests in the airplanes listed in FAA Orders 8700.1, volume 2, chapter 15, figure 15‑12; and 8710-3C, chapter 2, figure 2‑1.  The agreement between FAA and EAA covers governing policies for the selection process, appointment, renewal, administration, and the authority to conduct practical tests by certain examiners who will be authorized to perform practical tests in certain vintage/surplus military aircraft.  The NDPER registry consists of a list of airplanes considered to be vintage/surplus military airplanes, a suggested list provided by FAA regions of persons who are believed to be qualified for designation as a pilot examiner in each of the vintage airplanes, and a list of all persons who have been designated as examiners in these vintage airplanes.

B.  The FAA and EAA letter of agreement that established the NDPER program strongly supports the FAA’s commitment to providing pilot and flight engineer certification services to all qualified airmen who may desire to operate large vintage/surplus military aircraft.  The goal in establishing this FAA and EAA agreement was to serve as a model of FAA and EAA partnership where both organizations jointly provide a service to the public by ensuring the continued preservation, static, and flight display of the broad variety of ex-military vintage airplanes.

C.  The NDPER program encourages compliance through partnership between the FAA and EAA that ensures the public’s continued authorization to operate the kinds of airplanes represented while maintaining the desired safety certification standards.  Vintage/surplus military airplanes, listed in FAA Orders 8700.1, volume 2, chapter 15, figure 15‑12; and 8710-3C, chapter 2, figure 2‑1, will be those airplanes which are operated solely under Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 91, General Operating and Flight Rules.  When the NDPER program was established, it was because the FAA had recognized that it did not have sufficiently qualified aviation safety inspectors to conduct initial qualifications and proficiency tests that are required under existing requirements of 14 CFR of part 61, Certification:  Pilots, Flight Instructors, and Ground Instructors.

3.  GUIDANCE.

A.  With addition of the Bushmaster BU‑2000 to Group B and Douglas Super DC‑3S to Group D in the vintage airplane grouping lists, FAA Order 8700.1, volume 2, chapter 15, figure 15‑12 will now read as follows:

FIGURE 15-12

VINTAGE AIRPLANE GROUPS

The following airplanes are identified as vintage airplanes under the provisions of the NDPER Program.
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B.  With addition of the Bushmaster BU‑2000 to Group B and Douglas Super DC‑3S to Group D in the vintage airplane grouping lists, FAA Order 8710-3C, chapter 2, figure 2‑1 will now read as follows:

FIGURE 2-1

VINTAGE AIRPLANE GROUPS

The following airplanes are identified as vintage airplanes under the provisions of the NDPER Program.
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4.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS-800.  Any questions regarding this information bulletin should be directed to John Lynch, AFS-840, at (202) 267-3844 or J.D. Martin, AGL‑230, (847) 294‑7150.

5.  EXPIRATION DATE.  This bulletin expires upon subsequent publication and incorporation into a future change or revision of FAA Orders 8700.1, volume 2, chapter 15; and 8710.3, chapter 2.

/s/ Joseph D. Smith  for

Michael L. Henry

Manager, General Aviation and Commercial Division
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