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1.  PURPOSE.  This Flight Standards Handbook Bulletin (FSHB) contains information and guidance to inspectors and managers relative to the expiration of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 91, Special Federal Aviation 
Regulation (SFAR) 62.

2.  CANCELLATION.  This bulletin cancels FSGA 93-18, 
dated 1/1/94.

3.  BACKGROUND.

A.  Title 14 CFR part 91, section 91.215(b)(2) requires that all aircraft operating below 10,000 feet within 30 nautical miles of an airport listed in part 91, appendix D, section 1 be equipped with a transponder and Mode C altitude reporting capability.  Aircraft not originally certificated with an engine-driven electrical system installed, balloons, and gliders were excluded from the requirement.

B.  SFAR 62 suspended the requirements of 14 CFR section 91.215(b)(2) with respect to certain operations within the vicinity of approximately 300 specified airports, in the outlying areas of certain Mode C veils.  SFAR 62 provided access to these airports for aircraft without Mode C transponders until December 30, 1993.

C. In August 1994 the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) initiated, but did not finalize, an Air Traffic rule making notice to reinstate the SFAR.  However, because of other rule making priorities the project was not completed.

(1)  In 1998, Air Traffic initiated the action to withdraw the rule making notice.  From 1994 to the present, the FAA and industry operated as if the SFAR 62 provisions were still in effect.  On January 7, 2000, the action to withdraw the 1994 Air Traffic rule making notice was finalized.

(2)  The FAA determined that ample time had been provided for affected operators to comply with this equipment requirement.  Additional information and data suggests that most aircraft owners that have the capability to equip their aircraft with altitude encoding transponders have already done so.

D.  Pilots who are unable to equip their aircraft with an altitude encoding transponder, because of aircraft electrical system limitations, should contact the local ATC facility to obtain a clearance or request a written waiver (renewable annually) in order to transition into and out of the Mode C veil airspace.

4.  ACTION.  In cases where evidence of noncompliance with 14 CFR section 91.215(b)(2) is present, appropriate enforcement action should be initiated.

5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS-800.  Any questions regarding this bulletin should be directed to AFS-820 at (202) 267-8194.

6.  EXPIRATION.  This bulletin will expire upon its incorporation into FAA Order 8700.1, General Aviation Operations Inspectors Handbook, volume 2, chapter 182, Conduct an Investigation to Determine Compliance, in a future change.

/s/

L. Nicholas Lacey 

Director, Flight Standards Service
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