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1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides updated guidance to Flight Standards Principal Inspectors who have certificate and surveillance responsibility for Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) part 125 certificate holders.  This bulletin has been developed to supplement existing guidance in FAA Order 8700.1, General Aviation Operations Inspector's Handbook, volume 2, chapter 76, Approve/Amend Operations Specifications, and FAA �Order 8300.10, Airworthiness Inspectors Handbook; volume 2, chapter 107, Evaluate FAR �Part 125 Operations Specifications.





2.  BACKGROUND.





A.  The Flight Standards Service, General Aviation and Commercial Division, AFS-800, and the Continuous Airworthiness Maintenance Division, AFS-300, is in the process of reviewing and updating the guidance regarding Operations Specifications (OpSpecs) for 14 CFR part 125 certificate holders in preparation for integrating them into the new automated Operations Specifications Subsystem (OPSS).  The review includes updating the guidance in FAA �Order 8700.1, General Aviation Operations Inspector's Handbook, and FAA Order 8300.10, Airworthiness Inspectors Handbook.  In the future, as new paragraphs are developed or amended, additional information will be provided to field inspectors.





B.  The FAA developed the new automated OPSS to be able to keep abreast of continual rapid advances in aviation technology, the rapidly changing National Airspace System, and the varied certificate holder capabilities and requirements.  OpSpec documents provide an effective method for establishing safety standards which address a wide range of variables.  The new automated OpSpecs are a means of providing computerized access to a standardized format that includes only those authorizations, limitations, standards, and procedures that are applicable to the individual certificate holder.





C.  The implementation of the new system has resulted in significant changes to the OpSpecs numbering system, preparation, processing, generation, and issuance of automated OpSpecs.  The training on the new OPSS will be made available to each FSDO before January 2000.





D.  On September 11, 1998, the Flight Standards Service issued a memorandum to all Flight Standard District Office Managers, titled Support for Operations Specifications (OPSS) Implementation.  The memorandum stated, “All of the Operations Specifications currently issued must be entered into the new system and reissued as soon as practical.  Any subsequent Operations Specifications must be issued from the new OPSS.” 





3.  GUIDANCE.  Information regarding the applicability and issuance of OpSpecs is contained in FAA Order 8700.1, volume 2, chapter 76, FAA Order 8300.10, volume 2, chapter 107, and 14 CFR part 125, section 125.5. 





A.  14 CFR section 125.5 requires that OpSpecs be issued to a 14 CFR part 125 certificate holder.  Standard OpSpecs paragraphs are developed by the Flight Standards Service at Washington Headquarters for all 14 CFR certificate holders.  Samples of the available standard OpSpecs in the OPSS for a 14 CFR part 125 certificate holder are attached. 





B.  The conversion to the automated OPSS began September 1998 and is scheduled for completion by January 2000, at a rate dependent upon inspector training.  As an interim measure, draft boilerplates have been developed in MS Word v. 6.0.  The boilerplates for 14 CFR part 125 certificate holders will be available to all principal inspectors electronically via cc:mail from Sue Gardner, AFS-840, until the new OPSS is fully deployed. 





Note:  FAA Form 8400-7, Operations Specifications, has been replaced with the generic form produced by the new OPSS. 





C.  The standard OpSpecs paragraphs are divided into the following five parts with each part containing standard paragraphs numbered consecutively from 001 to 999. 





(1)  Part A - General (paragraphs A001-A042).  Paragraphs A001-A008 are considered to be both airworthiness and operations paragraphs.  Contents of these paragraphs must be coordinated with all three specialties.  Approval of these paragraphs may be signed by any of the three assigned principals.  Operations inspectors are primarily responsible for the issuance of the remaining paragraphs in Part A. 





(2)  Part B - En route Authorizations, Limitations, and Procedures (paragraphs B031-B054).  Operations inspectors are primarily responsible for the issuance of these paragraphs.





(3) Part C - Airplane Terminal Instrument Procedures and Airport Authorizations and Limitations (paragraphs C051-C078) Operations inspectors are primarily responsible for the issuance of these paragraphs.





(4) Part D - Aircraft Maintenance (paragraphs D073-D095).  Airworthiness inspectors are primarily responsible for the issuance of these paragraphs.  Either an Airworthiness or Operations inspector may prepare and approve D095, Minimum Equipment List Authorization.





(5) Part E - Weight and Balance (paragraph E096).  Airworthiness inspectors are primarily responsible for the issuance of this paragraph.  Part E must be coordinated with operations inspectors.





(6) Table of Contents (TOC for each Part).  The automated Table of Contents is used as a control to account for the specific paragraphs issued to a particular operator. 





D.  Issuance of Standard Paragraphs Manually.  All available standard boilerplate OpSpecs are attached to this bulletin and can be sent electronically as referenced in the bulletin.  For those operators that must be issued OpSpecs before receiving the new OPSS and training, it is necessary to ensure that all standard paragraphs with “always authorized” annotated on the bottom of the paragraph be issued to each 14 CFR part 125 certificate holder.  The OpSpecs with “not always authorized” are optional standard paragraphs, and they will be issued when the authority is granted.  The new OPSS system will automatically ensure that these OpSpecs are issued correctly.





E.  Guidance.  Specific guidance for each paragraph is forthcoming in FAA Order 8700.1 and FAA Order 8300.10.  A limited number of handbook bulletins have been issued relative to specific paragraphs for operations under 14 CFR part 125, providing guidance in those areas.  In the interim, for general guidance on paragraphs issued for a 14 CFR part 125 certificate holder, reference the guidance developed for OpSpecs issued to a 14 CFR part 121/135 certificate holders in FAA Order 8400.10, volume 3, chapter 1, and FAA Order 8300.10, volume 2, �chapter 84.  In the new automated OPSS there is additional guidance available in the guidance subsystem.  It includes a category for each OpSpec on handbook guidance, handbook bulletins, and paragraph tips.





F.  Issuance of Nonstandard OpSpecs.  Occasionally, a situation may occur in which it becomes necessary to issue a certificate holder an OpSpecs paragraph that is nonstandard because of a unique situation not provided for in the standard paragraph.





(1)  In those cases when a nonstandard OpSpec is more restrictive than the standard paragraph, justifiable reason must exist since the operator could be placed at a competitive disadvantage.





(2)  Under special circumstances AFS-800 or AFS-300 will allow the issuance of less restrictive nonstandard OpSpecs.  Again, justifiable reason must exist, and the issuance will only be in situations unique to the certificate holder.





(3)  Before issuance of a nonstandard OpSpecs the principal inspector must follow the procedures established in HBGA 98-13, Procedures for Request of Nonstandard Operations Specifications and Training Specifications.





4.  ACTION.  Principal inspectors who have certificate management responsibilities for 14 CFR part 125 certificate holder shall reissue OpSpecs through the new automated OPSS.  This should be completed upon the implementation of the new automated OPSS at your respective FSDO and the completion of training.





5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by the General Aviation and Commercial Division, AFS-800, and the Continuous Airworthiness Maintenance Division, AFS-300.  Questions regarding this bulletin should be directed to AFS-800, Sue Gardner, (202) 267-3437, or AFS-300, Steve Douglas, (202) 267-3546.





6.  LOCATION.  The material in this bulletin will be incorporated into FAA Order 8700.1, General Aviation Operations Inspector's Handbook, volume 2, chapter 76, Approve/Amend Operations Specifications, and FAA Order 8300.10, Airworthiness Inspectors Handbook, volume 2, chapter 107, Evaluate FAR Part 125 Operations Specifications.











/s/


Richard O. Gordon


  Acting Director, Flight Standards Service








Attachments:   Sample OpSpecs
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