ORDER:	8700.1



APPENDIX:	3



BULLETIN TYPE: 	Flight Standards Handbook Bulletin

	(HBGA) for General Aviation



BULLETIN NUMBER	HBGA 99-15



BULLETIN TITLE	Letter of Authorization for Continued use of Level 1 Flight Training

	Devices in Accordance with 14 CFR Section 61.4(b)



EFFECTIVE DATE	8-17-99



TRACKING NUMBER	N/A



-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1.  PURPOSE.  This bulletin provides information and guidance regarding the continued and authorized use of conferred status ground training devices.  These devices have now been given Level 1 reserved classification as flight training devices (FTD).  Specifically, this bulletin lists information and current regulatory references that are to be contained in letters of authorization (LOA) issued to operators who desire to use these devices under Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) parts 61 and 141.  All modifications to existing Level 1 FTD’s and all new devices manufactured or placed into service after August 6, 1996, are ineligible for conferred status under AC 120-45A, Airplane Flight Training Device Qualification, paragraph 14.  Such devices must be evaluated for “Level” qualification and approved use as deemed appropriate under the regulations of parts 61 and 141 which apply, and in accordance with �AC 120-45A.



2.  BACKGROUND.  The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has determined that training devices shown to function as originally designed and found acceptable for use (by the Administrator prior to August 1, 1996) may continue to be used. 



A.  Only the individual devices that were issued a letter by FAA, General Aviation and Commercial Division (AFS-800), or its predecessor offices authorizing their use prior to August 1, 1996, may be used.  Prior approval for use of such devices stipulated the proposed use for which the device was accepted or approved and continues only to the extent originally authorized.  These devices are given a Level 1 reserved classification for FTD’s.



B.  Currently, the qualification and approval of FTD Levels 1 through 5 is accomplished under a Flight Standards Service Field Office Program with the coordination and assistance of the National Simulator Program Manager (NSPM) in Atlanta, Georgia.  However, under qualification performance standards (QPS) (now being developed by FAA) the NSPM will be responsible for the initial evaluation of newly manufactured FTD’s qualified in Levels 2 through 5.  The NSPM may delegate this responsibility to the applicable Flight Standards District Office (FSDO). 



C.  FAA Order 8700.1, General Aviation Operations Inspector’s Handbook, volume 2, chapter 34, provides guidance to inspectors for the approval and use of ground and FTD qualified in Levels 1 through 5.  This includes devices given conferred status and later given reserved Level 1 classification and authorization for specific use under parts 61 and 141.  Specific authority for the continued use of these Level 1 FTD’s is provided by 14 CFR section 61.4(b).  Reporting requirements regarding �Level 1 FTD's use are contained in Order 8700.1, volume 2, chapter 34, paragraphs 9C through 11G. 



D.  Subsequent to the recent regulatory revision to parts 61 and 141, there appears to be some confusion regarding the regulatory authority and references under part 61 for the continued use of these devices.  As a result of this confusion, LOA’s issued for the use of Level 1 FTD’s on occasion have required corrections concerning the specific use of these devices under existing Federal regulations and applicable policy guidance.



E.  To ensure compliance with FAA national policy regarding the authorized use of these devices, LOA’s issued for Level 1 FTD’s must contain the information shown in Order 8700.1, volume 2, chapter 34, figure 34-1.  Letters of Authorization must also include the correct regulatory references pertinent to the use of these devices as stated in this bulletin, prior to the FTD's authorized use under existing applicable federal regulations.



3.  POLICY.  When a specific FTD is given Level 1 reserved classification and is authorized for continued use with issuance of an LOA, the LOA should be reviewed to ensure that issuance is in accordance with Order 8700.1, volume 2, chapter 34, paragraphs 9C through 11G, and figure 34-1. Review of the LOA should reflect:



A. the specific use permitted for that specific device as stipulated by paragraphs 9C through 11G, and  



B. the correct regulatory references applicable to the specific use authorized under revised parts 61 and 141, in accordance with section 61.4(b).



NOTE: It should be noted that certain devices are limited in their authorized use.  The information and guidance in this bulletin is intended to supplement HBGA 99-06, Reporting Qualification and Approval of Flight Training Devices Levels 1 through 5.



4.  GUIDANCE.  The LOA issued shall include the appropriate regulatory references and the specific use for which the device is authorized, and include such limitation as applicable, in accordance with the following:



A.  Section 61.57(c), Instrument Experience, subparagraph (1);

B.  Section 61.57(d), Instrument Proficiency Check;

C.  Section 61.65(e), Approved Use of Flight Simulator or Flight Training Device, subparagraph (2);

D.  Section 61.129(i), Permitted Credit For Use of a Flight Simulator or Training Device, subparagraph (1)(i);  

E.  Section 61.159(a)(3)(i); and

F.  Section 141.41(b), Flight Training Device.

5.  INQUIRIES.  This bulletin was developed by AFS-840.  Any questions or comments regarding the information provided should be directed to AFS-840 at (202) 267-8196.



6.  EXPIRATION DATE.  This bulletin will remain in effect until the above information is published

as part of a scheduled handbook change to FAA Order 8700.1.







/s/ Robert M. Barton, for

Michael L. Henry

Manager,  General Aviation and Commercial Division


