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	SUBJ:
	ELEVATOR flight control check – ALL DC-8 AIRplanes


1.  PURPOSE.  This notice is for principal operations inspectors (POI) of certificate holders operating DC-8 airplanes.  It is to advise those inspectors and applicable certificate holders of Boeing’s recommended elevator flight control check, and to recommend its use in accordance with Boeing Flight Operations Bulletin (FOB) DC-8-01-02.   This notice responds to National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) Safety Recommendation A-03-22.

2.  DISTRIBUTION.  This notice is distributed to the division level in the Flight Standards Service in Washington headquarters; to the branch level in the regional Flight Standards divisions; to the Flight Standards District Offices, and to the Regulatory Standards Division at the Mike Monroney Aeronautical Center. This notice is also distributed electronically to the division level in the Flight Standards Service in Washington headquarters and to all regional Flight Standards divisions and district offices.  This information is also available on the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Web site at: http://www.faa.gov/avr/afs/notices/8400/N8400.58.doc.

3.  BACKGROUND. 

a.  On February 16, 2000, a DC-8-71F airplane crashed shortly after takeoff while attempting to return to Sacramento Mather Airport, Rancho Cordova, CA, for an emergency landing.  

b.  The NTSB determined that the probable cause of the accident was a loss of pitch control resulting from the disconnection of the right elevator control tab.  The disconnection was caused by the failure to properly secure and inspect the attachment bolt.

c.  The NTSB issued the following recommendation (A-03-22) to the FAA to promote crewmembers’ ability to identify such a disconnection during preflight inspection and cockpit preparation:

“Require all DC-8 operators to train DC-8 flight crewmembers to look for symmetry between the right and left side elevators, control tabs, and geared tabs during the preflight inspection, consistent with Boeing’s June 2001 flight operations bulletin guidance.”

4.  ACTION.  POIs affected by this notice should make the following information known to the director of safety (DOS) of each certificate holder that operates a DC-8 airplane.  If no DOS exists, then the POI should direct this information to the director of operations. 

a.  Information Pertaining to NTSB Safety Recommendation A-03-22.
(1)  The background and safety intent of NTSB Safety Recommendation A-03-22 (more information relating to that safety recommendation may be obtained from www.ntsb.gov and the NTSB’s Public Inquiries Branch at (800) 877-6799, or (202) 314-6551).

(2)  The fact that Boeing FOB DC-8-01-02 specifies a comprehensive elevator flight control check routine while the airplane is static.  That routine consists of :

(a)  An exterior observation.

(b)  A freedom-of-motion check of the elevator, which Boeing calls “rollout” check, during cockpit preparation.

(3)  Emphasis on the point contained in that FOB that Boeing no longer recommends an elevator check during takeoff roll, as previously recommended in Service Bulletin A27-264 and other advisory material, as an alternative to the rollout check described in FOB DC-8-01-02.

b.  Availability of the Boeing Flight Operations Bulletin.  Copies of FOB DC-8-01-02 may be obtained from the Boeing Long Beach Division.  Contact Cliff Leuschen, Flight Operations Technical Services, at (562) 593-1249; or by e-mail at clifford.s.leuschen@boeing.com

5.  PROGRAM TRACKING AND REPORTING SUBSYSTEM (PTRS).  Document the conveyance of the information contained in this notice for each air carrier affected:

a.  Use PTRS code 1030, Convey Non-Reg. Info.

b.  Enter “N840058” (without the quotes) in the “National Use” field.

c.  Once the above information has been provided to the air carrier, close out the PTRS.

6.  DISPOSITION.  This notice will not be incorporated into Order 8400.10, Air Transportation Operations Inspector’s Handbook.  Questions concerning this notice should be directed to the Air Carrier Training Branch, AFS-210, at (202) 267-9836.

/s/ John M. Allen for

James J. Ballough

Director, Flight Standards Service
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