Logbook Checklist for Pilots & Flight Instructors
 Note: This is an informal “self help” document.  It is intended as an aide for assessing compliance.  It is not intended to convey official FAA policy or guidance and none should be inferred.

1. Flight Review:  Does the Pilot have evidence of having received the appropriate flight review (BFR), in accordance with § 61.56, since the beginning of the 24th calendar month before any month in which that person acted as Pilot-In-Command?

(a) Did the flight review consist of a minimum of 1 hour of ground training and was the required ground training logged in accordance with 61.51 (a)(2) and (b), and 61.189 (a) or 61.215 (b)(2)? 

(b) Did the flight review consist of a minimum of 1 hour of flight training and was the required flight training logged in accordance with 61.51 (a)(2) and (b), and 61.189 (a)? 

(c) Did the flight review include:  A review of those maneuvers and procedures that are necessary for the pilot to demonstrate the safe exercise of the privileges of the pilot certificate?  See 61.56 (a)(2).

(d) Alternately, did the airman pass, within the period specified in paragraph 61.56(c) of this section, a flight review conducted by an examiner, an approved pilot check airman, or a U.S. Armed Force,  for a pilot certificate, rating, or operating privilege?

(e) Alternately, did the airman, within the period specified in paragraph 61.56(c) of this section, satisfactorily accomplish one or more phases of an FAA-sponsored pilot proficiency award program?

2. Pilot-In-Command Recency: Did the Pilot make at least three takeoffs and three landings within 90 days preceding acting as Pilot-In-Command of an aircraft of the appropriate category and class, in accordance with 61.57 (a) or the exceptions listed in 61.57 (e)(1) and (2)?  If a type rating is required, did the pilot comply with the requirements of 61.57 (a)(1)(ii)?  For a tailwheel airplane, did the Pilot comply with 61.31 and  61.57 (a)(1)(ii)?

(a)  Were the required takeoffs logged logged in accordance with 61.51 (a)(2) & (b)?  

(b)  Were the required landings logged logged in accordance with 61.51 (a)(2) & (b)?   

3. Night Recency:  Did the Pilot make the required takeoffs and landings to a full stop, within 90 days preceding while acting as Pilot-In-Command of an aircraft of the appropriate category and class during the period beginning 1 hour after sunset and ending 1 hour before sunrise?  If a type rating is required, did the pilot comply with the requirements of 61.57 (b)(1)(ii), or the exceptions in 61.57 (e)(3)?

(a)  Were the required takeoffs logged in accordance with 61.51 (a)(2) & (b)?  

(b)  Were the required landings logged in accordance with 61.51 (a)(2) & (b)?   

3. Instrument Recency:  Did the Pilot perform and log the required approaches, holding procedures and intercepting and tracking courses within the 6 calendar months preceding in the appropriate category under actual or simulated instrument conditions?  Were each of those required performances logged in accordance with 61.51 (a)(2) & (b), and 61.51 (g)(3), and  61.57 (c)(i) & (ii) & (iii)?

4. Instrument Proficiency Check:  If not qualified under 61.57 (c), see the requirements of 61.57 (d) & (e).

5. When required, did the Pilot comply with the requirements of 61.31 for: type ratings; complex airplanes; high-performance airplanes; pressurized aircraft; type-specific training; tailwheel airplanes; and gliders; or the exceptions listed in 61.31 (k)(2)?  For a Pilot-In-Command towing gliders, did the Pilot comply with 61.69?  For a Pilot-In-Command of an aircraft type certificated for more than one required pilot flight crewmember, did the Pilot comply with 61.58?  If serving as a Second-In-Command, did the Pilot comply with 61.55?  Is all of this logged in accordance with 61.51 (a)(2) & (b)?

6. When required, did the person comply with 61.60 within 30 days after a change in permanent mailing address? 

7. Does the Flight Instructor hold a valid and current:  Flight Instructor certificate  (appropriate to the aircraft being flown) see 61.193; and Pilot Certificate (appropriate to the aircraft being flown); see 61.3 (a); and Medical Certificate, see 61.3 (c)?   (Medical Certificate is required only if acting as P-I-C, see 61.3 (c)(iv)).

8. Flight Instructor Records:  Does the Flight Instructor maintain the records required by  61.189 in a logbook or a separate document that contains:

(a) The name of each person whose logbook or student pilot  certificate that instructor has endorsed for solo flight  privileges, and the date of the endorsement; and

(b) The name of each person that instructor has endorsed for a knowledge test or practical test, and 

(c) Does the record also indicate the kind of test, the date, and the results of those tests, and

(d) Does the Flight Instructor retain the records required by 61.189 for at least 3 years?

CAUTION:  The Flight Instructor should understand that while the records maintained by a 61 Pilot School or a 141 Pilot School might possibly suffice for the requirements of 61.189 (c), the retention requirements of 141.101 (d) are only 1 year and do not meet the 3 year requirements of 61.189 (c).  

