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Flight Simulation Device Qualification Guidance




Alternate Means for Airplane Simulator Qualifications Incorporating Revision 2 to the ICAO Manual of Criteria for the Qualification of Flight Simulators
FSTD Guidance Bulletin 03-09



1. Purpose: Advisory Circular (AC) 120-40B, Airplane Simulator Qualifications, Paragraph 8a, Evaluation Policy, authorizes the National Simulator Program (NSP) Manager to accept alternate means of compliance for airplane simulator qualifications.  The Joint Aviation Authority (JAA) and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), in cooperation with industry, recently submitted recommended changes to the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Manual of Criteria for the Qualification of Flight Simulators (ICAO 9625).  Pending a regulatory change, the NSP manger will allow the use of the following procedures for the for those simulator sponsors wishing to use the new international standards for the qualification of an airplane simulator.

2. Procedure: Simulator sponsors wishing to use this alternate means of qualification should indicate in their request for a simulator evaluation that FSDQG 03-09 will be the qualification document.

a. AC 120-40B, with the exception of Appendices 1 and 2 will be used for airplane simulator qualification.

b. In lieu of Appendices 1 and 2 of AC 120-40B, the attached Appendices 1 and 2 (Alternate Means) will be used.

Note:  This draft bulletin will be updated after the meeting of the Part 60 Aviation Rulemaking Committee in October 2003.
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