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Air Traffic Controllers at Bradley International Airport

Honored for Performance
Air traffic controllers at the Bradley Terminal Radar Approach Control (TRACON) in Windsor Locks, Connecticut, will be honored today for a significant achievement – handling without error more than 350,000 aircraft movements for the 12-month period that ended at midnight on Thursday, January 30, 2003. 

There will be an award presentation at the FAA Air Traffic Control Tower at Bradley International Airport at 11 a.m.

“The performance, professionalism and dedication of the controllers and supervisors are responsible for this outstanding achievement,” says Mark Guiod, the FAA’s Manager of Air Traffic Services at Bradley. “It’s also attributable to an increased awareness nationally on reducing operational errors.” 

In the 12-month period ending January 30, 2002, Bradley had two operational errors and in the period before that, it had three. “This year’s success demonstrates the steadily improving performance of the controllers who staff this facility 24 hours a day, seven days a week,” adds Guiod.

Bradley’s progress also reflects a national trend in the reduction of operational errors. In 2002, of the 292 towers and tracons in the national airspace system, 161, including Bradley, had no operational errors; in 2001, 145 had no operational errors.

 An operational error can occur in a tracon’s airspace when there is less than standard separation or spacing among two or more aircraft, or among an aircraft and the terrain or obstacles. 

  Thirty-two controllers and four supervisors staff the Bradley Tracon, which is located on the first floor of the control tower. The airspace for which it is responsible ranges in altitude from 3,000 to 10,000 feet and for a radius of approximately five to 60 miles around Bradley.

The aircraft handled by the Bradley Tracon include arrivals and departures from Bradley International Airport. They also include scheduled commercial service, corporate and general aviation aircraft flying to and from the New York metropolitan area airports and aircraft taking off and landing at smaller regional airports, including Hartford-Brainard, Tweed New Haven and Waterbury-Oxford in Connecticut.

Bradley Tracon controllers also handle aircraft at Westfield and Worchester Airports and Westover Air Force Base in Massachusetts.
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Bradley Tracon was the 37th busiest terminal radar approach control in the country in 2001. There are 177 terminal radar approach control facilities in the national airspace system.

 - 30 -

