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FAA New England Region Plans Surface Safety Days at Area Airports

Federal Aviation Administration’s New England Region Runway Safety Program Office will conduct Surface Safety Days at the region’s airports May 22 and 23. Aviation Safety Counselors will be at general aviation, public use airports to promote surface safety.  Counselors will share and educate people flying on those days about surface safety concerns, proper communication procedures and ways to develop and maintain situational awareness in a ‘pilot to pilot’ environment.

Aviation Safety Counselors (ASC) are individuals dedicated to the promotion of aviation safety. They serve as volunteer assistants to FAA Flight Standards Safety Program Managers in performing accident prevention functions in their respective communities. Counselors act as advisors to the aviation community in support of aviation safety, but without designated regulatory authority.  Counselors are selected for their interest in aviation safety, their professional knowledge and their personal reputation in the aviation community.

Aviation Safety Counselors assist the FAA in the promotion of aviation safety through the following activities:

· Providing information and guidance on local flying conditions to transient pilots;

· Counseling individuals who may have exhibited potentially unsafe acts;

· Assisting pilots, aircraft owners and mechanics on matters pertaining to proper maintenance of aircraft and avionics equipment;

· Counseling individuals following incidents requiring flight assistance from Air Traffic Control (ATC) personnel;

· Assisting FAA in transmitting safety information to pilots, aircraft owners, maintenance facilities, and mechanics;

· Conducting proficiency flights (when appropriately rated); 

· Providing FAA information and assistance in establishing local airport safety committees. 

· Notifying the appropriate authorities of the need for corrective action when hazardous conditions affecting safe flight or ground operations are observed; and

· Organizing and participating in safety meetings, workshops, and seminars.

Counselors will be near airport ramp areas where aircraft park to meet and distribute information about surface safety.
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