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Top Aviation Education Award

Recognizes Shelia Bauer’s Commitment to Field

Shelia Bauer, Federal Aviation Administration’s National Program Manager for Aviation Education, has been selected by the National Coalition for Aviation Education (NCAE) as the recipient of its 2003 Dr. Mervin K. Strickler, Jr., Aviation Education Leadership Award.

 
The award is named after a pioneering educator who over his lifetime has applied the principles of aviation and the experience of flying to motivate students to help them succeed in school. Bauer will receive the Strickler Award at the annual National Congress for Aviation and Space Education in Cincinnati, Ohio April 3.

To be nominated for the Strickler Award, a candidate must be able to demonstrate lifelong commitment and enduring contributions to the field of aviation and space education in the United States. Individuals or groups are eligible for the award.

“As a licensed pilot, former Fixed Base Operator and classroom teacher, Shelia has a combination of experience and talent that gives her a unique perspective on aviation and how it relates to children,” says Amy L. Corbett, Regional Administrator, FAA’s New England Region. “On a daily basis she demonstrates her commitment to engaging the youth of this country in aviation interests, thereby ensuring the future of aviation.”

Writing in the Journal of Aviation/Aerospace Education and Research several years ago, Dr. Strickler noted that ``…the uses of aviation as a central motif, core, thread, or magnet around which to design worthwhile educational programs, activities, projects, courses and learning experiences…” motivated and energized students.

Bauer’s achievements in aviation education reflect Dr. Strickler’s philosophy. As an example, Bauer established Aviation Space Education Councils at the grass roots level - first in Massachusetts and then to the remaining New England states. 

- more -

 Comprised of groups from the aviation industry, education and federal and state aviation agencies, these organizations help foster a greater understanding and awareness of aviation and space to the general public. 

The councils, with Bauer’s help, became non-profit, tax exempt groups that support and fund local activities, such as teacher workshops, aviation career programs and Aviation Career Education camps for thousands of students and adults each year.

One of Bauer’s other significant achievements has been the annual Aviation Career Education Expo at Logan International Airport in Boston, Massachusetts. Working with the Massachusetts Port Authority, United Airlines, the Massachusetts Pre-Engineering Program for Minority Youths and the FAA, the daylong program has provided over 18,000 students from the Boston area with a look at the opportunities available for them in the aerospace and aviation industries.   

The National Coalition for Aviation Education represents a partnership between industry and labor, the aim of which is to promote aviation education activities and resources, to increase the public’s understanding of the importance of aviation and to support educational initiatives at the local, state and federal levels.

Dr. Mervin K. Strickler, Jr. served as Director, United States Air Force-Civil Air Patrol Aviation Education and as Director of the FAA’s Aviation Education Program. He holds a doctorate in education from Stanford University with a specialization in aviation and education.
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