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FAA to Dedicate New Airport Traffic Control Tower

Steven Brown, Federal Aviation Administration’s Associate Administrator for Air Traffic Services, joined by elected officials, representatives from the Massachusetts Port Authority and the aviation industry and military personnel, today dedicated a new airport traffic control tower and administration base building at Laurence G. Hanscom Field in Bedford, Massachusetts. Jim Merageas, who was the FAA air traffic manager at Hanscom for more than 20 years, will be among the guest speakers. He retired in March. 

 The construction of the new tower is part of the FAA’s continuing modernization of the National Airspace System. Ground was broken for the new facility on September 22, 1999. It was commissioned on January 16, 2003. The cost of the project is approximately $7.5 million. Plans call for the demolition of the old tower sometime this summer.

“The construction and commissioning of a new airport traffic tower is vitally important,”said Amy L. Corbett, Regional Administrator, New England Region, FAA. “The new tower not only provides improved visibility of the field’s taxiways, runways and approaches, but also serves as a reminder of  FAA’s strong commitment to provide the safest aviation system in the world to aviation users and to the traveling public.”

The new tower is 98 feet high from the ground to the floor of the tower cab, which is 350 square feet. The cab is the area at the top of the airport traffic control tower from which controllers handle landings and takeoffs at Hanscom Field. The tower also includes a 4,200 square foot administration base building, which will provide office space for FAA Air Traffic and Airway Facility personnel. 


Federal Aviation Administration’s New England Region includes Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and Vermont. Hanscom Field is primarily a general aviation airport that is owned and operated by the Massachusetts Port Authority (Massport). The port authority also operates Boston Logan International Airport and Worcester Airport. 
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