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                    Laurence G. Hanscom Field Airport Traffic Control Tower

· The 98-foot high airport traffic control tower (measured to the cab floor) and a 4,200 square foot base building were built by the Methuen Construction Company of Methuen, MA. The old tower is 72 feet, two inches to the cab floor.

· The old airport traffic control tower will be demolished sometime this summer.

· The cost of the project is approximately $7.5 million. 

· The new tower replaces an airport traffic control tower that was built by the USAF in 1947.

· There are 22 FAA employees assigned to the facility – 16 Air Traffic Control staff and six Airway Facilities personnel.

· Ground was broken for the new tower on September 22, 1999.

· The facility was commissioned January 16, 2003 

· The tower contains an Enhanced Terminal Voice Switch (ETVS), Automated Surface Observation System (ASOS), Digital Bright Radar Indicator Tower Equipment (DBRITE), Flight Data Input Output (FDIO), Information Display System, Stand Alone Weather Sensor (SAWS), and a new engine generator for essential power with automatic switching capabilities.

· Future plans call for the installation of Standard Terminal Automation Replacement System (STARS). 

· In 2000 the airport traffic control tower handled more than 212,000 operations (an operation is either one landing or one takeoff); in 2001 the tower handled more than 205,000 operations; and last year it handled over 218,000 operations.
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