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FAA’s Air Traffic Radar Facility that Serves

Cape and Islands Achieves Safety Milestone

The 25 air traffic controllers who staff the Cape Terminal Radar Approach Control (TRACON) in Falmouth, Massachusetts, handled more than 175,000 instrument operations without error for the one year period that ended on January 11, 2003.

This is a significant achievement for the facility, which provides radar approach control services to all of the Cape Cod area, including several satellite airports, Otis Air National Guard Base, and to Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard.

“This high level of performance and safety strongly reflects the professionalism, dedication and commitment to excellence of our controllers at Cape TRACON,” said Thomas R, Davidson, Manager, Air Traffic Division, FAA New England Region. “As FAA Administrator Marion Blakey noted in a speech to representatives of the National Air Traffic Controllers Union in February, more than 161 towers and TRACONs – or more than one-half of all terminal facilities – had no operational errors [last year]. Cape TRACON and several other air traffic facilities in New England are among this group. They should be proud of this achievement.” 

An operational error can occur in a TRACON’s airspace when there is less than standard separation/spacing among two or more aircraft, or among an aircraft and the terrain or obstacles.

The airports to which Cape TRACON provides radar services are: Cape Cod Airpark, Chatham Field, Falmouth Airpark, Hyannis, Katama Airpark, Martha’s Vineyard, Nantucket, Otis Air National Guard Base, Plymouth and Provincetown. Cape TRACON’s busiest period occurs between May 1 and September 30.

FAA’s New England Region includes Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and Vermont.
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