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FAA to Replace ILS Equipment for Runways 6 and 24 at Bradley;

New Air Traffic Control Tower Nears Completion

On Monday, June 1, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) began 

construction of new Instrument Landing System (ILS) facilities for Runways 6 and 24 at Bradley International Airport in Windsor Locks, Connecticut. The new equipment will enhance safety and operational efficiency at the airport. 

The project, in coordination with the Connecticut Department of Transportation’s Bureau of Aviation and Ports, is being done to upgrade the existing ILS equipment on Runways 6 and 24. The work, which will begin with the Runway 6 ILS, is not expected to have an impact on operations at the airport. 

An Instrument Landing System is designed to provide an approach path for exact alignment and descent of an aircraft on final approach to the centerline of a runway, especially during inclement weather operations.  When a complete ILS system is installed on each end of a runway (as in this case), the ILS systems are not in service simultaneously.

 The work on each ILS system will be done in several phases. During the different phases of construction (the entire project is expected to take up to 173 days to complete), ILS service to the affected runway will not be available to users. However, ILS service to the airport’s other runways will be available. Work on the Runway 24 ILS will not begin until the new ILS for Runway 6 is completed, flight checked and commissioned.
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 As a result, Runways 15 and 33 may experience increases in air traffic during the various periods of construction on Runways 6 and 24.

 
In addition to construction activity at the airport, construction will also take place at airport facilities off of Hoskins Road in Bloomfield and off of Bright Meadow Blvd in Enfield.

Meanwhile, the construction of the new Air Traffic Control Tower at Bradley is nearly completed, with the commissioning of the new facility expected to take place sometime in late 1999 or early 2000. This project began in October 1996.
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