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New Air Traffic Control Tower, Laurence G. Hanscom Field, Bedford MA

The Federal Aviation Administration will construct a new airport traffic control tower (ATCT) and a one-story base building at Stewart International Airport in Newburgh, NY.  FAA’s New England Region is the lead on this project. The New England Region will work with the Stewart Airport Authority and FAA’s Eastern Region to bring the project to fruition.  The tower will rise 111 feet. Controllers’ working area, referred to as the control cab, will be 350 square feet. The base building will be 6,200 square feet.

The new tower will enhance visibility of controlled surfaces, improve the flow of information between aircraft and the tower, and provide adequate space for necessary equipment upgrades. The present tower structure was built in 1956. 

· Design and construction costs are expected to range between $5 and $7 million dollars.

· Construction is expected to be completed in December 2004; commissioning is expected to be in June 2005.

· The site consists of approximately 1.3 acres and is located in the northeast quadrant of the airfield.

The following equipment will be installed in the new ATCT:

· Digital Bright Radar Indicator Tower Equipment (DBRITE), which provides radar coverage for approach control services at the airport.  
· Enhanced Terminal Voice Switch (ETVS), a system that provides air-to-ground, ground-to-ground, voice communication and switching functions for the tower.

· Voice Switch By-Pass (VSBP), a system that provides the minimum necessary air-to-ground communications to continue safe air traffic operations in the event of a switch failure.

· more –

· Digital Voice Recorder System (DVRS), a system used to record all air-to-ground voice communications between air traffic controllers and pilots, and ground-to-ground intra- and inter-facility communications among air traffic personal.  

· Emergency Transceivers. Equipment that provides back up radio capabilities in the event of a transmitter or receiver site failure.

· Digital Altimeter Setting Indicator (DASI), a system that computes and displays the altimeter setting indicator for air traffic operations.

· Flight Data Input / Output (FDIO, a system used to transmit and receive flight plan data and arrival and departure messages between an air route traffic control center and airport traffic control towers and terminal radar approach control facilities.
· Runway Visual Range (RVR), which measures runway visibility for a specific runway.

