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On August 27, 2006, about 0606:35 eastern daylight time, Comair flight 5191, a

Bombardier CL-600-2B19, 1 N431CA, crashed during takeoff from Blue Grass Airport (LEX), Lexington, Kentucky. The flight crew was instructed to take off from runway 22 but instead lined up the airplane on runway 26 and began the takeoff roll. The airplane ran off the end of the runway and impacted the airport perimeter fence, trees, and terrain. The captain, flight attendant, and 47 passengers were killed, and the first officer received serious injuries. The airplane was destroyed by impact forces and postcrash fire. The flight was operating under the provisions of 14 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 121 and was en route to Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport, Atlanta, Georgia. Night visual meteorological conditions prevailed at the time of the accident.
[Recommendations]

A‑07-46 Require that all airports certificated under 14 Code of Federal Regulations

Part 139 implement enhanced taxiway centerline markings and surface painted holding position signs at all runway entrances.
[Responses]

FAA LTR DTD:  11/30/2007

The Federal Aviation Administration held a “Call to Action” on August 15, 2007, where key industry stakeholders were called in for a one-day meeting to focus on short- and long-term measures to further improve the safety of operations at our airports.  The FAA has taken the following action items to help mitigate the risk of runway incursions: 

1. Encourage airport operators that are required under part 139, to install enhanced taxiway centerline markings in accordance with Advisory Circular (AC)150/5340-1J, Standards for Airport Markings, (enclosed) to accelerate these upgrades in advance of the June 30, 2008 deadline; and

2. Encourage all other certificated airports (i.e., airports that have less than 1.5 million annual enplanements) to develop plans to install these markings.

As a result, the FAA is contacting all certificated airports and seeking voluntary compliance with the recommendation to install enhanced taxiway centerline markings.

The FAA has also begun development of a revision to AC 150/5340-1J, to extend the requirement for enhanced taxiway centerline markings and surface painted holding position signs to other certificated airports.  A draft will be completed by November 30, 2007.  Once the “Call to Action” results have been analyzed, and after the opportunity for public comment, the FAA will make a determination on the airports to be included under these expanded requirements.  The FAA will work closely with industry to determine how best to expand this program for maximum effect.  The final AC is expected to be published no later than April 2008.  

Upgrade Status at Medium and Large Airports.  As of October 22, 2007, 52 of the targeted 75 airports have completed painting, 19 airports are planning to complete enhanced markings by the end of the year, and 4 have committed to complete the upgrade prior to the deadline.  FAA regional offices continue to track the progress with airport sponsors and provide assistance.  

Upgrade Status at Smaller Airports.  For airports certificated under part 139, as of October 22, 2007, 24 airports have upgraded their markings, 37 airports plan to complete the work within 74 days, 121 airports plan to upgrade markings by June 2008, 25 airports plan to enhance markings in 2009, and 22 airports have expressed interest but have not yet provided a target completion.  This means 229 airports are at some stage in voluntarily adopting the enhanced markings. 

I will keep the Board informed of the FAA’s progress on this safety recommendation.

