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On August 27, 2006, about 0606:35 eastern daylight time, Comair flight 5191, a

Bombardier CL-600-2B19, 1 N431CA, crashed during takeoff from Blue Grass Airport (LEX), Lexington, Kentucky. The flight crew was instructed to take off from runway 22 but instead lined up the airplane on runway 26 and began the takeoff roll. The airplane ran off the end of the runway and impacted the airport perimeter fence, trees, and terrain. The captain, flight attendant, and 47 passengers were killed, and the first officer received serious injuries. The airplane was destroyed by impact forces and postcrash fire. The flight was operating under the provisions of 14 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 121 and was en route to Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport, Atlanta, Georgia. Night visual meteorological conditions prevailed at the time of the accident.
[Recommendations]

A‑07-48 Revise Federal Aviation Administration Order 7110.65, “Air Traffic Control,” to indicate that controllers should refrain from performing administrative tasks, such as the traffic count, when moving aircraft are in the controller’s area of responsibility.
[Responses]

FAA LTR DTD:  11/30/07

This recommendation is under review.  The FAA will convene an internal work group to review the safety issues identified in this recommendation as they relate to air traffic control responsibilities and the impact of reassigning these duties to another position.  We will provide a further response within the next 180 days.

I will keep the Board informed of the FAA’s progress on this safety recommendation.

