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Certification: Pilot & Medical Certificates  
What is the difference between a Recreational Pilot Certificate and a Private Pilot Certificate? 
The recreational pilot has fewer privileges than a private pilot holds. All privileges and limitations 
of the Recreational Pilot Certificate are listed in 14 CFR part 61, section 61.101.  

What are the eligibility requirements for a Student Pilot Certificate? 
The specific aeronautical experience requirements are outlined in 14 CFR part 61. For the Student 
Pilot Certificate requirements, refer to 14 CFR part 61, section 61.83, subpart C.  

When do I need a Student Pilot Certificate? 
You must have a Student Pilot Certificate prior to a solo flight.  

What are the requirements for a Student Pilot Certificate? 
To be eligible for a Student Pilot Certificate, a person must be at least 16 years of age, except for 
the operation of a glider or balloon, in which case the applicant must be at least 14 years of age 
and be able to read, speak, write, and understand the English language. 14 CFR part 61, section 
61.83. 

How do I obtain a Student Pilot Certificate? 
See 14 CFR part 61, section 61.85.  

How long are my Student Pilot and medical certificates valid? 
For information on duration of the Student Pilot Certificate, please refer to 14 CFR part 61, 
section 61.19(c). For information on medical certificate validity periods, please see the 
information and tables shown in 14 CFR part 61, section 61.23(a) and (d).  

If I only want to be a Sport Pilot, how do I obtain a Student Pilot Certificate? 
The method for pursuing a Sport Pilot Certificate is the same as for any certificate. Refer to “How 
do I obtain a Student Pilot Certificate” above.  

Is there a charge for the Student Pilot Certificate? 
The FAA does not charge a fee for issuing an initial Student Pilot Certificate.  

Is there a fee for an original pilot certificate? 
The FAA does not charge a fee for issuing an original pilot certificate issued by the FAA.  

What are the requirements for operating small aircraft without a medical certificate (often 
referred to BasicMed)? 
For detailed information refer to 14 CFR part 68.   

When do I need a medical certificate? 
Refer to 14 CFR part 61, section 61.23 for medical requirements.  

  

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?c=ecfr&amp;SID=257acc4699ee7253af775fc7e9492e51&amp;rgn=div5&amp;view=text&amp;node=14%3A2.0.1.1.2&amp;idno=14&amp;14%3A2.0.1.1.2.4.1.6
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?c=ecfr&amp;SID=257acc4699ee7253af775fc7e9492e51&amp;rgn=div5&amp;view=text&amp;node=14%3A2.0.1.1.2&amp;idno=14
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-C/section-61.83
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-C/section-61.83
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-C/section-61.83
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-C/section-61.85
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.19
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.19
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.23
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-68
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.23
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Must I have my medical certificate when I am piloting an aircraft in solo flight? 
Refer to 14 CFR part 61, section 61.23.  

When required, what class of medical certificate must a student pilot have? 
Refer to 14 CFR part 61, section 61.23 for required class of medical certificate requirements.  

Where do I obtain an FAA medical certificate? 
Information on how to obtain a medical certificate is available here.  

If I have had a medical certificate application denied, can I just get a Sport Pilot Certificate and 
fly on the basis of my Driver’s License? 
Refer to 14 CFR part 61, section 61.23(c)(3)(ii)(C) and (c)(3)(iv).  

If I have a physical disability, is there any provision for obtaining a medical certificate? 
Yes, medical certificates can be issued in many cases where physical disabilities are involved. 
Depending upon the certificate held and the nature of the disability, operating limitations may be 
imposed. If you have any questions, contact an FAA-authorized Aviation Medical Examiner or the 
local Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) prior to beginning flight training.  

  

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.23
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.23
http://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/medical_certification/get/
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.23
https://www.faa.gov/pilots/amelocator
http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/field_offices/fsdo/


Airman Testing Questions & Answers Issued on 9/29/2022 Page 5 of 18 
  Airman Testing Standards Branch  

Certification: Privileges & Limitations  
What should I know about Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) prior to my first 
solo flight? 
Your flight instructor will determine that you are familiar with appropriate portions of 14 CFR part 
61, the general and visual flight rules of 14 CFR part 91, and will administer and grade a pre-solo 
written test prior to solo endorsement. The pre-solo written test will also include questions on the 
flight characteristics and operational limitations of the make and model aircraft to be flown.  

As a student pilot, am I permitted to carry passengers? 
No, for clarification refer to 14 CFR part 61, section 61.89 (a)(1).  

What aircraft can I fly as a Sport Pilot? 
Refer to 14 CFR part 61, section 61.315 for privileges and limitations for a Sport Pilot Certificate.  

May I exercise the privileges of my pilot certificate immediately after passing my practical 
test? 
Yes, the evaluator will issue a Temporary Pilot Certificate, which is effective for a specific time 
period, normally 120 days. This Temporary Pilot Certificate is issued to a qualified applicant after 
successful completion of the practical test. The Temporary Pilot Certificate must be carried when 
exercising the privileges of that certificate.  

  

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.23
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.23
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-F/part-91?toc=1
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-C/section-61.89
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J/section-61.315
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Testing: Knowledge Test Changes  
How can I get updates to airman testing information? 
The FAA publishes a great deal of information on its Airman Testing website. In addition to links 
to a broad range of resources (e.g., reference handbooks, airman certification standards, practical 
test standards, computer testing supplements), the upper right section of this page includes a 
subscribe link that you can use to sign up for email updates to these materials.  

Can I suggest a subject or question for inclusion on a future knowledge test? 
Yes, you can submit a proposed airman knowledge test question here. 

  

https://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USAFAA/subscriber/new?topic_id=USAFAA_472
https://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/airman_knowledge_qns
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Testing: Knowledge Test Registration & Authorization  
How do I register for a Remote Pilot certificate knowledge test? 
To register for a Remote Pilot Certificate knowledge test, navigate to the PSI True Talent Website. 

Where can I find a list of places where I can go to take my knowledge test? 
The most current listing of airman knowledge testing centers is available on the PSI True Talent 
Website.  

What is an authorization to take a knowledge test? 
An authorization means that you have met all of the requirements to take or retake the knowledge 
test for the certificate or rating sought. Specific authorization requirements for each airman 
knowledge test can be found in the FAA Airman Knowledge Testing Matrix. 

What constitutes an "endorsement" to take a knowledge test? 
As it relates to an airman knowledge test, an endorsement document that an authorized 
instructor, an inspector, or an FAA-approved training organization finds an applicant is 
competent to pass the knowledge test. It is important to understand that there are different 
requirements for the many airman certificates issued by the FAA, and there are also different 
requirements when additional testing is required after a failed test attempt. Pilots, ground 
instructors, and flight instructors should refer to the 14 CFR part 61; air traffic control tower 
operators, aircraft dispatchers, mechanics, repairmen, and parachute riggers should refer to 14 
CFR part 65.  

Do all knowledge tests require an endorsement before someone can take the test?  
No, the FAA Airman Knowledge Testing Matrix indicates which knowledge tests require an 
endorsement prior to taking the knowledge test.  

Am I eligible to take an FAA exam through the Joint Service Aviation Maintenance Technician 
Certification Council (JSAMTCC) Airman Knowledge Testing Program? 
You may be eligible to take an FAA exam, at no cost to you, if you are an active-duty, guard, or 
reserve member of the U.S. Military; a dependent of an active-duty, guard, or reserve member 
of the U.S. Military; a U.S. Military retiree; or a Department of Defense or Department of 
Homeland Security civilian. A list of airman knowledge testing centers is available here.  

What information/materials (identification, authorization) do I need to take my exam? 
Information regarding test aids and materials allowed for use by airman knowledge test 
applicants is available at AC-60-11C, Test Aids and Materials that may be used by Airman 
Knowledge Testing Applicants Document Information.  

What document or documents must I present prior to taking a knowledge test? 
For information on applicant eligibility, identification, authorization, and retesting requirements 
refer to the FAA Airman Knowledge Testing Matrix.  

https://faa.psiexams.com/faa/login
https://faa.psiexams.com/faa/login
https://faa.psiexams.com/faa/login
https://cms.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/testing_matrix.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J/section-61.315
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-65
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-65
https://cms.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/testing_matrix.pdf
https://faa.psiexams.com/faa/login
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=e8964bafe3d9b670JmltdHM9MTY2MjUwODgwMCZpZ3VpZD0zMDBiZTIyNi1hMDliLTZhZDctMWMwNC1mMDNlYTFjYzZiYWEmaW5zaWQ9NTE5OQ&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=300be226-a09b-6ad7-1c04-f03ea1cc6baa&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFhLmdvdi9kb2N1bWVudExpYnJhcnkvbWVkaWEvQWR2aXNvcnlfQ2lyY3VsYXIvQUMlMjA2MC0xMWMucGRm&ntb=1
https://cms.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/testing_matrix.pdf


Airman Testing Questions & Answers Issued on 9/29/2022 Page 8 of 18 
  Airman Testing Standards Branch  

Testing: Knowledge Test Study Resources 

Where can I view or download Airman Testing Standards information? 
Information on airman testing is available here.  

Where can I find the figures, charts, and diagrams that may appear on my knowledge test? 
This information is contained in the applicable computer testing supplement.  

Where can I find the Practical Test Standards (PTS) and Airman Certification Standards (ACS) 
for the aircraft class/category in which I want to obtain certification? 
Electronic copies of all current and available PTS/ACS are available here.  

Where can I find the current regulations (14 CFR)? 
To find the most current version of the aviation-related regulations in 14 CFR, please see Title 14 
of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR).  

Can I keep a list of the questions on my knowledge test? 
No. It is strictly prohibited to copy or remove test questions from the test facility. Furthermore, you 
are not allowed to take and/or leave with any materials necessary for creating a list of the 
knowledge test questions.  

What companies have a list of all the current knowledge test questions? 
The FAA does not release current knowledge test questions to any company. You may, however, 
access samples of the airman knowledge test questions here.  

Does the FAA publish a list of all the knowledge test questions? 
The FAA does not release current knowledge test questions to the public. You may, however, 
access samples of the airman knowledge test questions here.  

Does the FAA publish a list of all the practical test oral questions? 
No, there is not a list of oral questions to be asked on practical tests. The evaluator conducting the 
practical test formulates the oral questions.  

Do the knowledge test questions ever change? 
Yes. The FAA continuously reviews and revises knowledge test questions in order to keep them 
up to date with changes to regulations and guidance, and to enhance knowledge test integrity 
and security.  

Does everyone take the same knowledge test for a particular airman certificate? 
No. All knowledge tests for a given airman certificate include questions covering the required 
knowledge areas, but the sequence and the wording of the specific questions used will vary.  

Where can I find the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) regulations on which I may 
be tested? 
The NTSB's Accident/Incident Reporting Requirements can be found in 49 CFR part 830.   

https://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/acs
https://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/supplements/
http://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/test_standards/
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?gp=&SID=&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title14/14tab_02.tpl
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?gp=&SID=&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title14/14tab_02.tpl
http://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/test_questions/
http://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/test_questions/
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-VIII/part-830
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Testing: Airman Knowledge Test Reports 
What is an Airman Knowledge Test Report (AKTR)? 
An AKTR is a document issued by the FAA upon completion of an airman knowledge test. It shows 
the applicant’s name, applicant ID number, Exam ID number, exam type, exam date, site ID for 
the location where the exam was taken, exam score, pass/fail status, take number, Learning 
Statement Codes (LSCs) pertaining to the questions answered incorrectly, and other information 
required by  FAA Order 8080.6, Conduct of Airman Knowledge Tests, (as amended).  

What do I do with my AKTR? 
Upon completion of the knowledge test, the test center issues a printed AKTR to the applicant, 
which documents the applicant’s test score and lists a code for any questions answered 
incorrectly. The applicant should retain the original AKTR. During the oral portion of a practical 
test, the evaluator reviews the AKTR and assesses any noted areas of deficiency. 

How do I get another copy of my AKTR? 
If the applicant’s knowledge test was taken on or after January 13, 2020, the applicant can print 
a duplicate or expired AKTR by navigating here.   

If the knowledge test was taken on or before January 10, 2020, the applicant should follow 14 
CFR part 61, section 61.29 for replacement of a lost or destroyed AKTR. 

Where can I gather information about the PLT codes for the questions I missed on my AKTR? 
You can use the Learning Statement Reference Guide to identify the areas pertaining to the 
questions missed on your exam. 

In the future, ACS codes that link to a specific knowledge, skill, or risk management element will 
be used on the AKTR in lieu of today’s Learning Statement Codes. You can learn more about the 
ACS here.  

What if my AKTR has a code that I cannot find in the Learning Statement Reference Guide for 
Airman Knowledge Testing? 
Please contact AFS630comments@faa.gov, and we can assist in identifying the code needed to 
support your retraining on the missed topic.  

What does my instructor do with my AKTR? 
Your instructor should review your AKTR with you and provide additional training on the areas 
that you missed on the test. You and your instructor will refer to the Learning Statement Codes 
(LSC) or, in the future, to ACS codes, to review deficient areas. The AKTR includes a section titled 
“Authorized Instructor’s Statement.” This endorsement is to be used solely to document 
retraining in the event of a knowledge test failure. It should not be used to meet the requirement 
to document retraining areas missed on the knowledge test for the practical test. Please refer to 
AC 61-65H, for practical test endorsements.  

  

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=ee539111e8445252JmltdHM9MTY2MjUwODgwMCZpZ3VpZD0yYTBiY2NkOC03NTg1LTY1NmEtMDU0MS1kZWMwNzQwYjY0YmYmaW5zaWQ9NTQzNQ&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=2a0bccd8-7585-656a-0541-dec0740b64bf&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFhLmdvdi9kb2N1bWVudExpYnJhcnkvbWVkaWEvT3JkZXIvRkFBX09yZGVyXzgwODAuNkgucGRmIzp-OnRleHQ9T1JERVIlMjA4MDgwLjZIJTIwRWZmZWN0aXZlJTIwRGF0ZSUzQSUyMDklMkYyMiUyRjE3JTIwU1VCSiUzQSUyMENvbmR1Y3QlMjBvZixwYXJ0aWNpcGF0ZSUyMGluJTJDJTIwdGhlJTIwQWlybWFuJTIwS25vd2xlZGdlJTIwVGVzdGluZyUyMCUyOEFLVCUyOSUyMFByb2dyYW0u&ntb=1
https://faa.psiexams.com/faa/login
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.29
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-A/section-61.29
https://www.faa.gov/sites/faa.gov/files/training_testing/testing/LearningStatementReferenceGuide.pdf
http://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/acs/
mailto:AFS630comments@faa.gov
https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Advisory_Circular/AC_61-65H.pdf
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What does my Designated Pilot Examiner (DPE) do with my AKTR? 
The evaluator, usually a Designated Pilot Examiner (DPE), uses your AKTR to determine that you 
have met the acceptable standards or knowledge in each of the areas covered by the practical 
test. Upon passing your practical test, the DPE sends the original copy of the AKTR to the Civil 
Aviation Registry in Oklahoma City, OK. If you do not pass your practical test, the DPE will return 
the AKTR to you for submission when you retake the practical test.  

What recourse do I have if I believe there was an invalid question on my airman knowledge 
test? 
The Airman Certificate Testing Service (ACTS) vendor’s (PSI) software provides an opportunity for 
airman applicants to enter comments on each individual knowledge test question. Airman 
applicants may provide any comments on knowledge test questions, during the test. Airman 
Testing Standards Subject Matter Experts regularly review these comments, determine any 
necessary action, and implement corrections and updates to test questions, as deemed 
appropriate.  

What happens if my name as shown on the AKTR is different from my name as it appears in 
Integrated Airman Certification and Rating Application (IACRA)? 
FAA Order 8080.6, Conduct of Airman Knowledge Tests, (as amended), Chapter 3, par.11 (page 
3-9) provides guidance on this issue. Under the “Erroneous AKTR” heading, it states that: “If an 
error is detected on an AKTR, the applicant must present proof of correct information at the time 
of the practical test or at the time of certificate application. If proof is presented at the time of 
the practical test, the practical Test Examiner (TE) must provide a certifying statement that the 
correct information was presented. This statement, along with a photocopy of the applicant’s 
identification, must accompany the airman’s certification file that is forwarded to the Airmen 
Certification Branch.” As long as the evaluator follows this procedure to verify the applicant’s 
correct name, the Airmen Certification Branch will process the documentation for the certificate 
or rating.  

  

https://faa.psiexams.com/faa/login
http://www.faa.gov/documentlibrary/media/order/faa_order_8080.6h.pdf
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Testing: Knowledge Test Tips & Tools 
When should I take my knowledge test? 
The FAA recommends that the student pilot complete a solo cross-country flight prior to taking 
the knowledge test. The operational knowledge gained by this experience can be advantageous 
for the student when taking the knowledge test. However, the student pilot’s Certified Flight 
Instructor (CFI) is the best person to determine when the applicant is ready to take the knowledge 
test.  

How should I prepare for the knowledge test? 
To adequately prepare for the knowledge test, your instructor should review with you: (1) 14 CFR 
part 61, section 61.97 (if preparing for the Recreational Pilot Knowledge Test); or (2) 14 CFR part 
61, section 61.105 (if preparing for the Private Pilot Knowledge Test). The regulations require an 
applicant to have logged ground training from an authorized instructor, or to present evidence 
of having satisfactorily completed a course of instruction or home-study course in the knowledge 
areas appropriate to the category and class aircraft for the rating sought.  

Because the FAA continuously reviews and revises the wording of knowledge test questions, it is 
not a good idea to focus on memorizing practice test questions and answers. Rather, you should 
focus on mastering the fundamental concepts – not only to pass the knowledge test, but also to 
ensure that you have acquired the knowledge needed to be a safe and competent pilot.  

What aids and materials can I take with me into the room where I will take my knowledge 
test? 
Information regarding test aids and materials that airman knowledge test applicants may use is 
available here.  

I have a learning disability. Can I still take a knowledge test, a practical test, and receive a pilot 
certificate? 
Yes, if you are an applicant with a learning or reading disability, you may request approval from 
the Airman Testing Standards Branch, through the local Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) 
or International Field Office (IFO), to take an airman knowledge test using one of the following 
three options, listed in preferential order: Refer to the Testing Procedures for Applicants with 
Learning or Reading Disabilities in FAA Order 8080.6, Conduct of Airman Knowledge Tests, (as 
amended).  

What happens if I fail the knowledge test? 
Your instructor should review your Airman Knowledge Test Report (AKTR) with you and cover the 
areas that you missed on the test. You and your instructor will refer to the Learning Statement 
Codes (LSCs) or, in the future, the ACS codes, to identify the deficient areas that require 
retraining. Please note that the “Authorized Instructor’s Statement” is to be used only in the 
event of a knowledge test failure. It is not intended to document retraining of areas missed on 
the knowledge test. Please refer to AC 61-65H for practical test endorsements. (Note: This does 
not apply to the Unmanned General Aircraft (UAG) drone test. The UAG does not require an 
endorsement to retest.)  

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?c=ecfr&amp;SID=257acc4699ee7253af775fc7e9492e51&amp;rgn=div5&amp;view=text&amp;node=14%3A2.0.1.1.2&amp;idno=14&amp;14%3A2.0.1.1.2.4.1.2
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-D/section-61.97
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-D/section-61.97
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?c=ecfr&amp;SID=257acc4699ee7253af775fc7e9492e51&amp;rgn=div5&amp;view=text&amp;node=14%3A2.0.1.1.2&amp;idno=14&amp;14%3A2.0.1.1.2.5.1.3
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/advisory_circulars/index.cfm/go/document.information/documentID/22623
http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/field_offices/fsdo/
https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/field_offices/ifo
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/orders_notices/index.cfm/go/document.information/documentID/1031967
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/orders_notices/index.cfm/go/document.information/documentID/1031967
https://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Advisory_Circular/AC_61-65H.pdf
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If I fail the knowledge test, is there any way to determine the areas in which I need additional 
work, so I can study for a retest? 
Yes, you will receive an AKTR from the testing center. The AKTR will contain your test score and 
will also list the subject matter knowledge codes for the areas in which you were deficient here.  

  

http://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/test_guides/
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Testing: Knowledge Test Validity Periods  
How soon can I take my practical test, and how long does the Airman Knowledge Test Report 
(AKTR) remain valid?  
You can apply to take the practical test immediately after receiving your AKTR indicating a 
passing grade. In the case of most AKTR, you will have up to 24-calendar months after 
successfully passing your knowledge test to take the practical test. For example, if you pass the 
knowledge test on July 12, 2016, it would be valid until midnight on July 31, 2018. 

If you are pursuing a Flight Engineer Certificate, the expiration date of your test results may be 
extended if you meet the requirements of 14 CFR part 63, section 63.35(d).  

  

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-63/subpart-B/section-63.35
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Testing: The Practical Test 
Prior to taking the practical test, what aeronautical experience must I have? 
The specific aeronautical experience requirements are outlined in 14 CFR part 61. For the Sport 
Pilot Certificate requirements, refer to 14 CFR part 61, section 61.309, subpart J. For the 
Recreational Pilot Certificate requirements, refer to 14 CFR part 61, section 61.99, subpart D. For 
the Private Pilot Certificate requirements, refer to 14 CFR part 61, section 61.109, subpart E.  

When can I take the Sport Pilot, Recreational Pilot, or Private Pilot Practical Test? 
14 CFR part 61 establishes the ground school and flight experience requirements for the Sport 
Pilot Certificate, Recreational Pilot Certificate, and Private Pilot Certificate. However, your flight 
instructor can best determine when you are qualified for the practical test. Your instructor should 
take you through a practice practical test.  

Where can I take the practical test? 
Due to the workload of FAA Flight Standards District Offices (FSDO), the agency delegates most 
practical tests to FAA-Designated Pilot Examiners designated by FSDOs. You should schedule your 
practical test by an appointment to avoid conflicts and wasted time. Your local FSDO can provide 
a list of evaluator names.  

Who can administer my practical test? 
FAA-Designated Pilot Examiners (DPEs) administer practical tests. You can find a DPE in your area 
by using the Designee Locator.  

Is there any charge for taking the practical test? 
Since an FAA-Designated Pilot Examiner serves without pay from the government for conducting 
practical tests and processing the necessary reports, the FAA-Designated Pilot Examiner is allowed 
to charge a reasonable fee.  

Must I provide the aircraft for my practical test? 
Yes, an applicant must provide an airworthy aircraft with equipment relevant to the Areas of 
Operation required for the practical test.  

What happens if I miss the answer to a question during the oral portion of my practical test? 
The outcome of incorrectly answering an oral question on a practical test is at the discretion of 
the evaluator. The evaluator uses oral questions to verify that the applicant has adequate 
knowledge of the necessary topics for safe flight operations. Depending on the nature of the 
question, the evaluator may use the applicant’s response as a basis for further questioning to 
verify the applicant’s level of knowledge on the topic.  

  

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-J
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-D/section-61.99
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61/subpart-E/section-61.109
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-14/chapter-I/subchapter-D/part-61
http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/field_offices/fsdo/
http://av-info.faa.gov/DesigneeSearch.asp
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What happens if I fail the practical test? 
The evaluator or applicant may discontinue the test at any time when failure of an Area of 
Operation makes the applicant ineligible for the certificate or rating sought. The test may be 
continued only with the consent of the applicant. If the test is discontinued, the applicant is 
entitled to credit for only those Areas of Operation satisfactorily performed. However, during the 
retest and at the discretion of the evaluator, any Task may be re-evaluated, including those 
previously passed.  
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Training  
Where can I obtain my ground and flight school training? 
Most airport operators can furnish this information, or you may contact the nearest Flight 
Standards District Office (FSDO).  

Is there a set number of flight instructional hours I will receive before I solo? 
No, the instructor will not allow you to solo until you have learned to perform certain maneuvers. 
These maneuvers include safe takeoffs and landings. You must be able to maintain positive 
control of the aircraft at all times and to use good judgment.  

What does the term “appropriate logbook endorsement for solo” mean? 
It refers to verification by an authorized flight instructor showing that on the date specified, the 
instructor provided dual instruction and found the student competent to make solo flights.  

When is the first solo endorsement required? 
A student pilot must have a first solo endorsement dated within 90 days prior to any solo flight.  

Should my flight instructor endorse my logbook before or after my first solo flight? 
The logbook endorsement certifying that the holder is competent to solo must be made by the 
flight instructor prior to the first solo flight.  

If I solo in more than one make and model aircraft, must I have an endorsement for each 
aircraft in my logbook? 
Yes, your flight instructor must make this endorsement prior to the first solo flight in each make 
and model aircraft.  

Does the endorsement to fly solo permit me to make solo cross-country flights? 
No, your flight instructor must specifically endorse your logbook to permit cross-country flights.  

Must I carry my Student Pilot Certificate when I pilot an aircraft in solo flight? 
Yes, the certificate should be in your physical possession or readily accessible.  

  

http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/field_offices/fsdo/
http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/field_offices/fsdo/
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FAA Resources  
How do I find my local FAA Flight Standards District Office (FSDO)? 
A listing of all FSDOs, by state, is available here.  

Where can I find someone close to me who can give me official information regarding FAA 
policies? 
Your local FAA Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) can provide this information. A listing of all 
FSDOs, by state, is available here.  

Where do I find information and services for aircraft mechanics? 
Technical data, advisories, alerts, and other aircraft mechanic information is available here. 

Where do I find information on becoming an aircraft mechanic? 
Information on becoming an aircraft mechanic is located here. 

Do you have a question not addressed here?  
If so, please send it to AFS630comments@faa.gov.  

  

http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/field_offices/fsdo/
http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/field_offices/fsdo/
https://www.faa.gov/mechanics
https://www.faa.gov/mechanics/become
mailto:AFS630comments@faa.gov
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Miscellaneous  
Why does the FAA call a pilot license a certificate? 
The term “certificate” more accurately encompasses certain characteristics applicable to the 
document, such as the fact that they do not expire and that they are awarded without a fee. For 
a complete explanation of certificates, ratings, and endorsements, please refer to FAA-S-8083-
9A, Aviation Instructor’s Handbook, Appendix C.  

Why does the FAA use the term “airman?” Why not use “pilot?” 
The regulations use the term “airman” to encompass the full range of aviation functions that 
require an FAA certificate or rating. Not all airman certificates and ratings are for pilots or 
aviators; some apply to aircraft maintenance technicians, dispatchers, and other specialties. We 
continued to use this term because it includes all aviation functions that require an FAA 
certificate or rating, and because it is used in the regulations.  

Must I have a Federal Communications Commission (FCC) radiotelephone operator’s permit to 
operate an aircraft radio transmitter? 
No, you do not need an FCC radio operator’s permit to operate an aircraft radio transmitter.  

Where do I find the latest revision of a handbook, ACS, or PTS? 
The latest revision on a handbook, ACS, or PTS can be found on the FAA’s Airman Testing website. 

What should I do if I have a recommendation to improve or discover a possible error in a 
handbook, ACS, PTS, or other reference documents? 
Send comments or recommendations to AFS630comments@faa.gov.   

https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/aviation_instructors_handbook
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/aviation_instructors_handbook
https://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/
mailto:AFS630comments@faa.gov
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