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Flight Simulation Device Qualification Guidance




Electronic Qualification Test Guide (eQTG) Systems for Flight Simulation Training Devices (FSTDs)
FSTD Guidance Bulletin 05-02


1. Purpose: This bulletin provides guidance for the format, layout and accessibility of the contents of the Electronic Qualification Test Guide (eQTG) but does not address any issues related to the engineering content of the Qualification Test Guide (QTG).

2. Background: In order to encourage the use of electronic media for QTGs, the National Simulator Program (NSP) is providing this guidance to sponsors and manufacturers of flight simulation training devices (FSTD). Qualification Test Guides in general are voluminous documents and in certain cases because of the inclusion of various engine types and airframe versions, the final set of documents can be very large and cumbersome. In order to streamline this information that is part and parcel of the FSTD, the NSP has sought to have this document made available in an electronic media that would not only aid in transmission in a much more compact form but also allow for easier tracking of changes, storage and security. With all this in mind, the NSP has been actively involved from inception with the industry and other regulatory authorities through the various discussions held under the auspices of Aeronautical Radio, Inc. (ARINC) to concur and arrive at guidance that hopefully, spells out in detail everything associated with the production of a QTG in the electronic media or an eQTG.

3. Procedure:

a. The NSP has determined that an eQTG produced in full compliance with ARINC Project Paper 436 Guidelines for Electronic Qualification Test Guide is an acceptable format for presentation to the NSP for a qualification and engineering review.  The submittal of the eQTG should include a statement of compliance that the test guide meets the ARINC guidance.
b.  Sponsors electing not to use the ARINC guidance for eQTG development should coordinate with the NSP prior to development of the document.  In such cases, submission of each eQTG must include a hard copy of the complete document until the NSP determines that the eQTG submission, alone, is sufficient.
c. Sponsors, who have previously submitted eQTGs that are not produced in accordance with the ARINC guidelines, are encouraged to modify each such eQTG to conform to the ARINC guidelines.
d. FSTD Guidance Bulletin 99-01, Request for Initial/Upgrade FSTD (Level 6 and Above) Evaluations, outlines the procedures for requesting evaluations and the submission of the QTG.  The requirements for the submission of an eQTG remain the same.
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