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TO:            Mechanics with Inspection Authorization 
SUBJECT: Inspection Authorization Renewal  

It is once again time to begin the process of Inspection Authorization (IA) renewal.  In order to continue 
to exercise the authorization privileges of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) section 
(§) 65.95, we will need to receive your application package for renewal no later than March 31, 2017.
The following are some items of interest for this process.

1. On August 3, 2012, Congress enacted the Pilot’s Bill of Rights, Public Law 112-53, § 126 statute
1159.  The Pilot’s Bill of Rights requires the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to provide
certain written notifications to individuals who are subject of an investigation relating to certificate
actions.  “When the FAA receives an application for airmen certificates, ratings, or inspection
authorization, it is considered an FAA investigation of the individual’s qualification to hold the
airmen certificate.”  These investigations are not to determine whether a violation exists.  However,
any individual who applies for an airman certificate, rating, or inspection authorization must receive
and acknowledge receipt of the written notification of investigation at the time of the application.
The FAA is required to retain the signed “Acknowledgment of Receipt of Written Notification” with
the individual’s application.

2. For renewal of an Inspection Authorization for a 2-year period, evidence must be presented during
the month of March of each odd-numbered year, at an FAA Flight Standards District Office
(FSDO), which shows that the applicant still meets the requirements of 14 CFR § 65.91(c)(1)
through (4).  In addition, during the time the applicant held the Inspection Authorization, the
applicant must show completion of one of the activities in 14 CFR § 65.93(a)(1) through (5) by
March 31 of the first year of the 2-year Inspection Authorization period, and completion of one of
the five activities during the second year of the 2-year period.

3. To renew your Inspection Authorization for the 2-year period, submit:
a. Two (2) completed FAA Forms 8610-1, “Mechanic’s Application for Inspection Authorization”,
b. Your Activity Reports for each year,
c. Certificates of Attendance from an FAA-approved IA Refresher Seminar,
d. Your FAA Form 8310-5, “Inspection Authorization” card, and
e. The signed “Acknowledgment of Receipt of Written Notification”.
You can mail the completed forms to the Helena FSDO, or bring them to the IA Refresher Seminar.

4. FAA Order 8900.1, Volume 5, Chapter 5, Section 7, provides guidance for meeting the requirements
of 65.91(c)(1) through (4) including “actively engaged”.  Section 8 provides the guidance for
renewal.  This order can be found at http://fsims.faa.gov.

Feel free to contact us at (406) 449-5270 if you have any questions.  Our office is open from 7:30 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

http://fsims.faa.gov/



