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Educational Use of Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) 

This interpretation addresses: (1) use of unmanned aircraft for hobby or recreational purposes at 
educational institutions and community-sponsored events; and (2) student use of unmanned 
aircraft in furtherance of receiving instruction at accredited educational institutions. 

There is uncertainty in the model aircraft community about when an unmanned aircraft is a 
model aircraft operated for hobby or recreation or is an operation requiring FAA authorization. 
The FAA has received many inquiries from students and educational institutions offering 
coursework in the design, construction and operation of small unmanned aircraft with respect to 
the types of activities in which students and faculty lawfully may engage pursuant to the existing 
legal framework. 

In light of these questions, we are issuing this interpretation to clarify that: 

• A person may operate an unmanned aircraft for hobby or recreation in accordance with
section 336 of the FAA Modernization and Reform Act of2012 (FMRA) 1 at educational
institutions and community-sponsored events2 provided that person is (1) not compensated,
or (2) any compensation received is neither directly nor incidentally related to that person's
operation of the aircraft at such events;

• A student may conduct model aircraft operations in accordance with section 336 of the
FMRA in furtherance of his or her aviation-related education at an accredited educational
institution.

1 Pub. L. 112-95, § 336(a)(!)-(5) 
2 

Community-sponsored events wou]d include demonstrations at schools, Boy or Girl Scout meetings, science clubs, 

etc. 












