
October 1, 2013
MEMORANDUM:    FAA Center of Excellence Directors

FROM:           Patricia Watts, FAA COE Program Director
SUBJECT:     Call for 2013 Outstanding Student of the Year Selections

Action:  Select (or decline to select) one student to be recognized as your Center’s 2013 Outstanding Student of the Year.  Forward your decision to me no later than Monday, November 4, 2013.  Please provide the following information when you submit your selection:

· student name (with phonetic spelling, please)

· gender 

· high resolution head-shot photo of student in electronic format – minimum 300dpi
· FAA COE and COE university at which student is enrolled

· statement confirming that the student is a US citizen or permanent resident 
(DOT will  not issue exemptions or exceptions regarding this requirement; however, additional students may be recognized as FAA COE SOYs).
· student bio not to exceed 200 words (the bio must also address why the student was selected for this DOT COE related award)

· title of student’s thesis/dissertation (or primary COE related area of experience) 

· name of student’s guest whose registration fee for the CUTC awards ceremony will be paid by DOT 

For the past 22 years, the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) has honored an outstanding student from each RITA sponsored University Transportation Center (UTC) and FAA sponsored COE at a special ceremony held during the TRB Annual Meeting.  Each student is recognized during the ceremony by a Departmental official; the Administrator of the Research and Innovative Technology Administration made the presentations last year.
The 23rd Annual Outstanding Student of the Year Awards ceremony is scheduled to take place as part of the Council of University Transportation Centers (CUTC) annual ceremony on Saturday, January 11, 2014, with a start time of approximately 6:00 PM.  The location will be confirmed at a later date.  The official group photograph of the students will likely be taken at the conclusion of the banquet, so we ask that students remain for the entire event.

Each student awardee receives $1,000 through his/her sponsoring organization plus the cost of attendance (conference registration, and travel/lodging expenses) to the 2013 93rd TRB Annual Meeting from his/her Center, two free registrations to the CUTC awards ceremony are provided by the DOT (for the student and his/her guest), and a certificate from USDOT.  Please note:   Grant and/or matching funds may not be used to pay for travel/lodging expenses of the student’s personal guest.  In addition, the CUTC ceremony features a distinguished speaker from the transportation field and provides its own awards for university transportation research and education.

It will be necessary for all attendees to register in advance for the banquet and for some attendees to pay a fee.  Each student and one guest may attend free of charge, and those names must be registered at the time the student is advised of selection (in December).  Any additional attendees will need to register with, and pay a registration fee to CUTC (invitation and registration information from CUTC will be posted on-line at the CUTC website: ( http://cutc.tamu.edu/ ).  The COE University Director or a designee is expected to attend with the selected student;  the FAA also encourages all COE Directors and researchers to attend the CUTC Winter Meeting during TRB.  As the ceremony and the winter meetings are included within a single registration fee, the DOT encourages Center Directors who may have sufficient funding available to register themselves, therefore, leaving the free guest space for the student’s personal guest. 

Each COE university may select an Outstanding Student of the Year using its own selection criteria, or it may refer to the optional Sample SOY Criteria for determining the eligibility and standing of potential awardees.  The Sample SOY Criteria were developed in past years by the DOT Center Directors and are provided for purposes of reference and assistance only.  All COEs  are encouraged to take an active role in developing criteria that best address the needs of their UTCs.
Also please note that last year the DOT allowed for two COEs to be acknowledged at this ceremony.  At this time, I am not certain of the number we may be permitted to honor at the DOT level in January.  However, as in the past, students not selected for the DOT recognition will be honored as an FAA COE SOY.  Each COE university may submit an individual student for consideration, or a team may be honored for the FAA award only.

Please send the requested information about your DOT Outstanding Student of the Year  to my e-mail, patricia.watts@faa.gov, no later than Monday, November 4, 2013.
Additional details regarding the location and exact time of the awards ceremony will be provided as it becomes available. Should you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact me via e-mail or telephone (609) 485-5043.


