
 

AIR TOUR MANAGEMENT PLAN KICK-OFF MEETING 
AVIATION RULEMAKING COMMITTEE 

DEATH VALLEY NATIONAL PARK 
 

JUNE 16 – 17, 2009 
 

Marquez Room, Furnace Creek Inn 
 
 
MEETING PURPOSE:  For the FAA and NPS to obtain early input and guidance from stakeholder parties most 
knowledgeable about Death Valley National Park (DEVA) and its air tours.  Stakeholders have the opportunity to 
provide advice, information, and recommendations to the FAA and NPS regarding environmental, and other 
issues to consider in the development of an Air Tour Management Plan (ATMP). 
 
 
DAY 1: JUNE 16, 2009 
 
8:30 am Welcome and Introductions 
 
8:45 am Opening remarks 

• Sarah Craighead, Superintendent, Death Valley National Park, and ARC Chair 
• James Whitlow, FAA Deputy Chief Counsel 
• Barry Brayer, Manager-Special Programs Staff, FAA Western-Pacific Region 
• Karen Trevino, Manager, Natural Sounds Program 

 
9:45  Goals and Objectives 
 
9:50  ATMP Public Video 
 
10:00  BREAK 
 
10:15 Background Information on ATMP Process, Park resources, commercial air tours, and existing 

acoustical environment  
• National Parks Air Tour Management Act of 2000 (Pete Ciesla, Lelaina Marin) 
• ARC Process (James Whitlow) 
• National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Process (Pete Ciesla, Lelaina Marin) 
• Park Resources (Charlie Callagan)  
• Existing Commercial Air Tours (Paul Joly) 
• Military Overflights (Mike Roberts) 
• Existing Acoustical Environment (Cynthia Lee) 
• Tribal Interests in the Park (Don Forehope) 

 
11:40 Introduce format for afternoon discussion: List the top 3-5 opportunities and issues that your 

stakeholder group or company has identified in developing an ATMP for this park. (i.e., What are 
the major items FAA and NPS should be aware of or consider when deciding the ATMP 
development process? This can include things to study, issues to be resolved, benefits and 
challenges.) 

 
11:45  ADJOURN for LUNCH  
 
1:15 pm Opportunities and Issues – Report-Out  
 



 

1:45  Topic Discussions - Participants will share comments on below topics  
• Air Tour Operation Comments and Concerns 
• Military Comments and Concerns 
• Tribal Comments and Concerns 
• Environmental Comments and Concerns 
• Other 

 
4:00  Public Comment 
 
4:30  Wrap-Up 
 
4:45  ADJOURN FOR DAY 
 
6:30   Optional Group Dinner – The Wrangler Steakhouse, Furnace Creek Ranch 
 
 
DAY 2: JUNE 17, 2009 
 
8:30  Review Day’s Agenda, Recap of Day 1 
 
9:00  Topic Discussions Continued  
 
9:45  Review of Comments 
 
10:45  BREAK 
 
11:00  Public Comment 
 
11:30  Next Steps  
 
11:45  ADJOURN MEETING 
 
1:00  Optional Field Trip – Guided Tour around DEVA (3 hours) 
 


