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July 12, 2065 1802} 352-0170

Ms., Marion Blakey
Administrator

Faderal Aviation Administration
800 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC 20591

Via Fax: (202} 267-8210

Mp. Fran P, Mainella
Director

National Park Service
Deparctment of the Interieor
1849 C Street, NW

Room 3112

Washington, D.C, 20240

Via Fax: (202) 208-7888

Dear Adwministrator Blakey and Uirector Mainella:

As you know, cfforts to preserve the natural quiet of
the Grand Canyon have been underway for many vaarm. I have
worked on this important issue since coming to the Congress
in the 1980s.

the recently announced formation of a Grand Canyon
Working Group is an important First step in addressing this
crucial issue, and I am pleased that its wenberghip reflects
a broad range of interests. It is urifortunate rhat vigitors
to the Grand Canyon routinely experience axcessive noisze
from air tour operators. It is Yy hope that this issue will
finally be resoclved in the bear interest of the publie.

I understand the Working Group will hold its Ffirse
meeting this week; and as suchk, I wanted to take this
opportunity to flarify the intent of Congress regarding
commercial aireraft £lying at or near cruising altitvudes
over the Grand Canyon or other national parks,

As one of the co-gponsors of the 1987 “Miniwmum Altitude

for Aircraft Overflying Units of the National Park System
&ct” (also known as the “Natiomal Parks Overflighta Act™ and
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the lead sponsor of the National Parke Air Touzr Management
Act of 2000, L can assure you that it was never the
intention of the legislative sponsors of either of thesge
lawe to regulate commercial aircraft flying at or near
cruising altitudes over our naticnal parks,

Both billag were enacted to restore the natural cguiet of
the Grand Canyen and other national parks through agreements
with air tour operators. Low-flying aireraft have had a
detrimental impact on viaitors’ ability to enjoy the Grand
Canyon and other national parks; on the other hand, they
have provided a unigue sighrt-seeing gxperience for certain
visitors who might otherwise be unable to visit the park.
The challefige put to your agencies was to strike a balance
between those two competing interests. Please allow me to
be clear on this point: commercial aircraft operating ap or
near crulsing altitudes dbove the parks simply did not enter
into this eguation.

I trust that the Working Group's efforts will bhe
handled in stxict accordance with existing agency rules,
regulations, and ethiecal guidelines and that whatever
decizion or course of action taken will be made in the besgt
interests of the country.

Again, I wish the Grand Canyon Woxrking Group success in
this important effort gnd hope that the meeting produces
meaningful results toward providing a quier and enjoyable
experience for vigitors to the Grand Ganyon and othelr
national parks.

Sinceraly,

John Mcdain
United Stsateg Senate
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