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ORGANIZATION OF VOLUME I

All comments received during the Draft EIS comment period between April 19, 2013 and June 24, 2013
are included in this Volume. Comments were received from 4 Federal agencies, 3 State agencies, 7 local
agencies, 5 elected officials, 24 non-governmental agencies, and 294 public individuals. Each letter, e-
mail, comment form, and public hearing transcript is coded with an alpha-numeric comment number,
consisting of a letter indicating group of the commenter and a number for the commenter, and is
ordered in this Volume, as follows:

A agency

E elected official

N non-governmental organization, and
P public individual

The FAA assessed and considered public and agency comments on the Draft EIS both individually and
collectively. The FAA categorized and grouped similar comments according the topic addressed.
Summaries of the categorized comments and the FAA’s responses to the comment summaries are
provided in Volume |, Appendix A Public Involvement, Section 3.0 Draft EIS Comment Responses.

Detailed and substantive comments from agencies, elected officials, and non-governmental
organizations are marked with brackets in this Volume. Each bracket indicates a distinct comment
excerpt representing the comment categories summarized in Volume I, and they are coded with the
Comment Summary number (i.e., from 3.1.1 through 3.25.2) provided in Volume IlI, Section 3 of
Appendix A.
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"% UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

é—? Region 6

%&’ 2 1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200
o uﬂg@' Dallas, TX 75202-2733

June 12, 2013

Dr. George C. Nield

Associate Administrator for
Commercial Space Transportation

Federal Aviation Administration

800 Independence Ave, SW

Suite 325

Washington, DC 20591
Dear Dr. Nield:

In accordance with our responsibilities under Section 309 of the Clean Air Act (CAA),
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and the Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ) regulations for implementing NEPA, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Region 6 office in Dallas, Texas, has completed its review of the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) prepared by the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for the SpaceX
Texas Launch Site, Cameron County, Texas. The National Park Service, U.S. White Sands
Missile Range, and the Army Corps of Engineers are cooperating agencies in the preparation of
this NEPA document.

Based upon our analysis, EPA rates the DEIS as “EO-2" (Envir tal Objections -
Request for Additional Information). The EPA’s Rating System Criteria can be found here:
hitp://www.epa.govioecaerth/nepa/comments/rating html, The “EO” rating is based on potential
impacts to special aquatic sites or aquatic resources of national importance and the lack of an
appropriate compensatory mitigation plan. The “2” indicates the DEIS does not contain sufficient
information in the areas of air quality, mitigation, wetlands, alternatives analysis, environmental
justice and tribal consultation. -

3.25.1

On May 21, 2013, EPA Region 6 issued comments to the Galveston District Corps of
Engineers (COE) on the Section 404 Public Notice [SWG-2012000381], dated April 23, 2013,
associated with this project and initiated the Section 404(q) Dispute Resolution Process for
Individual Permits with the Corps in accordance with Part IV.3(a) of the 1992 404(q)
Memorandum of Agreement. EPA’s comment to the Corps stated, “the project may result in
substantial and unacceptable impacts to aquatic res of national imp ¢ and
therefore EPA recommends denial of the permit, as proposed.” We have attached with our
detailed comments a copy of our May 21 letter for your consideration.

3.13.6

Under the Section 404(q) process, EPA, the Corps, FAA and the applicant are already
actively engaged in dispute resolution discussions. We are hopeful this will lead to the

A-01
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development of acceptable project modifications and mitigation measures mutually agreed upon ]
to avoid, minimize and mitigate the impacts.
3.13.6

EPA strongly recommends this resolution process be completed prior to the filing and (Cont.)

release of the Final EIS for agency and public review. Once completed, the mitigation plan or
lack of agreement should be documented in the FEIS. Any mitigation developed should be
incorporated in the Record of Decision document. .

Detailed comments on the DEIS are enclosed with this letter which more clearly
identifies EPA’s concerns and the information requested for incorporation into the Final EIS
(FEIS). Responses fo our comments should be placed in a dedicated section of the FEIS and 3.2.2
should specify the specific location in the FEIS where the revision, if any, was made. If no
revision was made, a clear explanation should be included.

EPA appreciates the opportunity to review the DEIS. Please send our office two copies
of the FEIS, and an internet link, when it is sent to the Office of Federal Activities, EPA (Mail
Code 2252A), Ariel Rios Federal Building, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W., Washington, D.C.
20004. Our classification will be published on the EPA website, www.epa.gov, according to our | 3.2.2
responsibility under Section 309 of the CAA to inform the public of our views on proposed
Federal actions. If you have any questions or concems, please contact Rhonda Smith or
Michael Jansky of my staff by e-mail at smith.rhonda@epa.gov or jan: michacl@epa.gov or
by phone at 214-665-8006 or 214-665-7451, respectively, for assistance.

Sincerely,

Debra A. Griffin

Associate Director
Compliance Assurance and
Enforcement Division
Enclosure
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DETAILED COMMENTS
. ONTHE
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
PREPARED BY
THE US FEDERAL AVIATION ADMISTRATION
FOR THE
SPACE X TEXAS LAUNCH SITE
LOCATED IN
CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS

BACKGROUND

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Office of Commercial Space Transportation
(AST) has prepared this Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the potential
environmental impacts that may result from the FAA/AST proposal to issue launch licenses
and/or experimental permits that would allow Space Exploration Technologies Corporation
(SpaceX) to launch the Falcon 9 and Falcon Heavy orbital vertical launch vehicles and a variety
of reusable suborbital launch vehicles from a launch site on privately owned property in Cameron
County, Texas). Issuing launch licenses and experimental permits by FAA is considered a major
Federal action subject to environmental review under the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) of 1969 as amended Cooperating agencies include the National Acronautics and Space
Administration (NASA), the National Park Service (NPS), the U.S. Army Wkhite Sands Missile
Range (WSMR), and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).

The proposed vertical launch area is located at the eastern terminus of Boca Chica
Boulevard (State Hwy 4), in a sparsely populated coastal area off the Gulf of Mexico,
approximately 3 miles north of the US and Mexico border. The project site is on a 56.5 acre
property which is completely undeveloped. Of the 56.5 project property, 25.43 acres are
jurisdictional wetlands and 31.07 acres are sporadically vegetated sand dunes, The launch pad

_ would occupy only 20 acres.

COMMENTS

On the left hand side of the cover page is a visual simulation of the operational launch
site that reveals some of the majorjfactors involved in this project. The launch site is directly
landward of a washover cut in the dune system alorg Boca Chica Beach and State Highway 4.
This breach could make the launch site extremely vulnerable to storm surges and frequent
flooding from tropical depressions and hurricanes from the Gulf of Mexico. The simulation
reveals the unstable nature of this site with shallow groundwater persistently present immediately
under the soil at 20 inches or less. Grading, piling, filling, and launching over this saturated
substrate may result in an unstable foundation and potential failure of above ground structures.
Construction of underground power and data lines and operation of sewage collection and
treatment facilities in this drainage field could be problematic.

General Comment 7
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A-01

22-

Recommendation: Further explanation and required design mitigation should be
identified and incorporated into the FEIS.

At the proposed vertical launch site the predominant soil series is Mustang fine sand,
saline. This soil type has severe limitations for septic tenk absorption fields, building site
development, sanitary facilities, construction materials, and“water management. The physical
and chemical properties of this soil type indicate that it is highly permeable, shallow to clay, and
highly saline. The soil and water features indicate that this soil type is subject to frequent
flooding, a seasonal high water table, and a high risk of corrosion. With a gross liftoff weight of
approximately 3.5 million pounds, the Falcon Heavy may not achieve maximum liftoff in the
existing unstable substrate at this location.

Recommendation: Explanation of the design features used (o compensate [or these
impact concerns should be identified and incorporated into the Final EIS.

EPA is also concerned that stormwater runoff from filled materials, accidental rocket fuel
spills, and return water from the Deluge Water System would likely result in a long-term increase
in pollution in South Bay and/or the Gulf of Mexico and possibly affect the natural functions of
the remaining special aquatic sites. Furthermore, a launch failure would scatter debris into the
remaining special aquatic sites and/or the Gulf of Mexico. EPA is concerned drainage patterns in
the project area drain into waters of the U.8., including special aquatic sites. Extensive grading
and filling of this area may disrupt the natural flow and circulation of waters of the U.S. to the
remaining special aguatic sites and/or the Gulf of Mexico. :

Recommendation: These impact concerns and the réqiiired mitigation measures to avoid
or minimize these potential impacts should be identified and incorporated into the Final EIS.

Corps of Engineers as Cooperating Agency
The DEIS identifies the US Army Corps of Engineers ¢s a cooperating agency. The COE’s
jurisdictional responsibility lies in the issuance of a Section 404 Permit for the proposed action.
According to the COE 404 Public Notice (PN), “The Basic Project Purpose is to construct and
operate an exclusive launch site on privately owned property. The project is considered to be
“non-water dependent” as it does not require siting in or on a special aquatic site, such as a
wetland, to meet the basic project purpose. The Overdll Project Purpose is to construct and
operate a vertical launch area and control center area to launch the Falcon 9 and Falcon Heavy
orbital vertical launch vehicles and a variety of reusable suborbital launch vehicles from a
launch site on privately owned property. The proposed private launch site is needed fo provide
SpaceX with an exclusive launch site that would allow the company to meet tight launch
windows.”

Recommendation: The Final EIS should provide a more expanded and robus discussion
on why other alternatives considered were eliminated. EPA agrees that the basic purpose
of this project is not water dependent under the 404 (b)(1) guidelines promulgated at 40
CFR Part 230 under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act (CWA). While EPA
understands that SpaceX needs an exclusive launch site to meet tight launch schedules, it

3.2.2
(Cont.)

3.47

3.13.2

3.4.6
3.13.6
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is not clear in the DEIS why FAA should approve locating the launch site in potential 3.4.6
aquatic resources of national importance. EPA contends there are, for example, many 3.13.6
spoil islands and other disturbed uplands along the GIWW in Texas and Louisiana that o
could potentially serve as a good base for the launch site and meet the other evaluation (Cont.)

factors presented further in the DEIS.

Alternatives/On-site Alternatives

According to the DEIS, SpaceX developed evaluation factors that were applied to
SpaceX’s identified potential locations for operation of the Falcon 9 and Falcon Heavy launch
vehicle program”. Nine (9) evaluation factors were included for the alternatives analysis.
However, none of the evaluation factors were environmental considerations. EPA believes
environmental factors must be considered. For the launch area, Space X considered eight (8)
more evaluation factors for two (2) possible sites. However, as state above, none of the
evaluation factors were environmental considerations. Environmental factors must be considered.

Recommendation: FAA should include in the FEIS environmental considerations or site
selection such as avoidance of significant impacts to special aquatic sites that are tidally
influenced. This is particularly important because of severe soil limitations. FAA should also
develop factors that would evaluate site selection not contiguous to or near critical habitat for
threatened or endangered species.

Wetlands/Floodplains/Vegetation

This section of the DEIS identifies a total of 25.43 acres of wetlands present at the
vertical launch area (Exhibit 3.7-4) and 0.04 acre of wetlands on Parcel 3 of the control center
area (Exhibit 3.7-5). The Jurisdictional Wetland Determination report (Appendix F) divides the
wetlands into depressional areas, high marsh areas, and unvegetated salt flats. Based on the
March 7, 2013 site visit, EPA staff documented tidal flats and wetlands present in the vertical
launch area. The vegetated wetlands are very diverse within the site. Low depressional areas are
dominated by Monanthachloe littoralis, Salicornia virginica, Borrichia frutescens, Batis
maritima, and Sporobolus virginicus. Backdune wetlands are dominated by Distichlis spicata,
Borrichia frutescens, Rayjacksonia phyllocephala, and Sesuvium portulacastrum.

From Appendix F, Page 12 “Additionally, three small unvegetated depressional features
were identified in the northwestern portion of the site”. Based on the site visit, portions of these
depressional areas appear to be algal depressions. The vertical launch and the control center
areas are located entirely within the 100-year floodplain (Exhibit 3.7-8). The DEIS states that the
56.5 acre launch site consists of 25.43 acres of emergent and shrub scrub wetlands and sand flats.
Approximately 31.1 acres are uplands. *

Recommendation: The FAA should develop a more robus alternative analysis explaining
why other alternatives sites considered were eliminated.

Construction, Wetlands
“The construction of the vertical launch and control center areas would result in the
permanent impact of 6.19 acres of wetlands: approximately 3.34 acres of direct impacts to

3.4.6

3.13.7
3.4.6

3.13.8
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wetlands and 2.85 acres of indirect impacts to wetlands. The breakdown of these impacts is as
follows. At the vertical launch area, approximately 3.30 acres of wetland impacts consisting of
0.7 acre of unvegetated depressional wetlands and unvegetated wetland salt flats (E2US2) and
2.60 acres of vegetated wetlands (E28S3 and E2EM1) (Table 4.7-1 and Exhibit 4.7-1) would be
impacted.”

LR

“In addition, the construction of buildings and roads at the vertical launch area would
effectively cut off the tidal influence to 2.85 acres of wetland. These indirect wetland impacts are 3.13.8
comprised of 2.54 acres of high marsh vegetated wetlands and 0. 31 acre of unvegetated wetland e
salt flats (Table 4.7-1 and Exhibit 4.7-3)”. “Additionally, in accordance with the DOT Order (Cont.)
5660.1A, the FAA has determined there is no practicable alternative to such consiruction (refer
to Section 2.3, Alternatives Considered but Not Carried Forward), and the Proposed Action
includes all practicable measures to minimize harm to wetlands which may result from
construction (see Section 2.3.1, SpaceX On-Site Alternatives)”.

Recommendation: The FAA should consider adding environmental evaluation factors in
Section 2 for site selection.

Operation, Groundwater _

Deluge Water System: “As described in Section 2.1.2, Construction Activities, a deluge
water system consisting of one 250,000-gal water tower would be installed at the vertical launch
area for sound and vibration suppression. Up to 200,000 gal would be discharged during a
launch event, and up to 12 launch events would be scheduled per year, resulting in a total deluge
water system use of 2,400,000 gal per year (gpy) (7.37 afy).%A jvell located adjacent to the water
tower, and drilled into a highly transmissive (i.e., yielding relatively large water quantities) 3.13.2
portion of the Gulf Coast Aquifer (the Chlccﬂ Adquifer) would proyvide all deluge water at an
average well pumping rate of 4.6 gpm.”

Recommendation: In the FEIS, the FAA should evaluate the effect of return water from
the Deluge Water System into special aquatic sites and measures taken to avoid or N
minimize impacts. Design features to avoid or minimize these potential impacts should

be identified and incorporated into the FEIS. _

Mitigation and Special Conservation Measures

The DEIS explains that, “If a Department of the Army permit is authorized, it would be
conditioned to require compensatory mitigation to offset the loss of function to waters of the U.S.
resulting from the Proposed Action. Currently, SpaceX's compensatory mitigation plan proposes )
to preserve in-kind, high-quality wetlands at a ratio of five times the amount of wetlands 3.13.8
i ted by the Proposed Action. The mitigation site would either be conveyed to a State or
Fedemf natural resource agency or held by a third-party in a perpetual conservation easeme:

R dation: For compensatory mitigation, ERA prefers restoration in combination
with preservation of former wetlands or the creation of new wetlands with permanent
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protection, For example: In-kind compensatory mitigation in the form of restoration or
enhancement and long term protection at other sites in the watershed may be preferable to
sole preservation and may result in a net gain of wetland functions. In addition to the
direct loss of wetland functions, EPA is concerned with potential secondary adverse
impacts to water quality and natural ecological functions by construction of this project in

wetlands. -

EPA is also concerned that all impacts to adjacent special aquatic sites, including
wetlands, may have not been identified at the proposed sites. EPA believes that adjacent flats
and wetlands at the launch site could be adversely affected by the project.

Recommendation: EPA recommends that these impacts be considered in compensatory
mitigation for all anticipated secondary impects to waters of the U.S.

Air Quality —_
Mitigation Measures to Redune Potential Air Quality Impacts-Table ES.8-1
(pg. ES-23): This section of the DEIS states that project emissions from ground disturbance,
use of equipment, coatings application, or other construction activities will be addressed with
appropriate best management practices (BMPs) such as minimal idling of , watering of
soils to be disturbed, water and dust abatement applied to dirt roads, use of low volatility
coatings, and other recognized controls. In addition to these BMPs and all applicable local, state,
or federal requirements, the EPA believes additional mitigation measures be included in a
construction emissions mitigation plan.

Recommendation: EPA suggest the following control measures be included in the FEIS
to reduce air quality impacts associated with emissions of Nitrous Oxides (NOx), Carbon
Monoxide (CO), Particulate Matter (PM), Sulfur Dioxide (SO:), and cther pollutants
from construction-related activities:

Fugitive Dust Source Controls:

« Install wind fencing and phase grading operations where appropriate, and operate water
trucks for stabilization of surfaces under windy conditions; and

e Prevent spillage when haulmg material and operating non-earthmoving equipment and
limit speeds to 15 miles pql‘ hour. Limit speed of earth-moving equipment to 10 mph.

Mobile and Stationary Source Controls:

e Plan construction scheduling to minimize vehicle trips;

e Verify idling restrictions through unschedulzd inspections;

« Maintain and tune engines per manufacturer’s specifications to perform at EPA
certification levels, prevent tampering, and conduct unscheduled inspections to ensure
these measures are followed;

e If practicable, utilize new, clean equipment meeting the most stringent of applicable

3.13.8
(Cont.)

3.13.9

3.12.1

Federal or State Standards. In general, commit to the best available emissions control

A-01
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technology. Tier 4 engines should be used for project construction equipment to the
maximum extent feasible;

» Lacking availability of non-road construction equipment that meets Tier 4 engine
standards, the responsible agency should commit to using EPA-verified particulate traps,
oxidation catalysts and other appropriate controls where suitable to reduce emissions of
diesel particulate matter and other pollutants at the constryction site; and

* Consider alternative fuels and energy sources such as natural gas and electricity (plug-in
or battery). s

4

Administrative controls:

* Prepare an inventory of all equipment prior to construction and identify the suitability of
add-on emission controls for each piece of equipment before groundbreaking;

¢ Develop a construction traffic and parking management plan that maintains traffic flow
and plan construction to minimize vehicle trips; and .

» Identify sensitive receptors in the project area, such as children, elderly, and infirmed, and
specify the means by which impacts to these populations will be minimized (e.g. locate
ce;itmction equipment and staging zones away from sensitive receptors énd building air
intakes).

Environmental Justice i

Construction of the vertical launch area would result in changes to the view shed from
State Highway 4 and could have potentially significant visual impacts. However, this would
affect all viewers equally and would not result in disproportionate impacts to environmental
justice populations. Construction of the control center area would have potentially greater
negative impacts on residents of Boca Chica Village. While:this residential community is not
considered a minority population, low income data are not available. Construction would have
some unavoidable minor impacts associated with other resourcé dreas. These impacts would be
minimized following all appropriate FAA, OSHA, DOT, and state requirements end guidelines,
and would not be considered environmental justice impacts.

Recommendation: FAA should consider that minority and low income workers would be
attracted to job opportunities in the area. Most likely the pool of applicants would be
transient workers who might be disproportionately impacted by construction activities
associated with the proposed project.

‘Tribal Resources B
The United States has a unique legal relationship with federally-recognized tribes based
on the Constitution, treaties, statutes, Executive Orders, and court decisions. Specific duties of
federal agencies related to consultation with tribal govtmments are set forth in Executive Order
13175 (65 FR 67249; November 9, 2000) h .ZOV/
29003 pdf, the Presidential Memo of November 5, 20'09
= and

R-2000-11-09,

andthe Jul:-r 30,2010, OMB p i
http:/fwww. whitehouse. govfmtesfdefau]ﬁﬁlmfombfmemormdml}ll};’m1033 pdf.

3.12.1
(Cont.)

3.17.1

3.11.8
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Although the DEIS indicates that Tribes were identified and contacted during the scoping ) m 8 __REGIONG
phase of the DEIS; however, E.O. 13175 is not referenced and it is not clear whether 445 m@m 1200
government-to-government consultation occurred. Coordination regarding NHPA and cultural . T
resources occurred (Section 3.5.5.4). Consultation efforts need to be document in the Final EIS. HAY 2 1 2013

R dation: EPA requests that the FEIS provide the following information to e

document and confirm that: Mr. Casey Cutle

3118 Acting Chief, Regulafory Erapeh,\CE?WG-?E.-'R
1) potentially affected Tribes, tribal resources and citizens were identified, and ( C‘m’t ) gig- gmaggpwf Engiticers
. A, Box

2) appropriate contact was made with the Tribal officials of potentially affected Galveston, Texas 77553-1229
Tribes (beyond the narrow context of working with THPOs or SHPOs on issues Dear M.l
related to historic properties (National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)), or Mr-Cuden

The Environmental Profection Ageney(EPA), Region 6, has reviewed.the Public Notice (PN)

3) that the agency otherwise concluded that there were not tribes or tribal "
resources that would be affected and there was no need for such contact or SW“G-NlUZgL;(:?:’; i‘ﬁd‘ég’% ﬁ‘ﬂig';‘; m?@mﬁmﬁl N ZW! ’mmﬂ;"
consultation. . i _ promulgated at 40 CFR Part 230 under Section 404(b)(1) of the Clean Water Act (CWA).
Indirect/Cumulative/Secondary Wetland Impacts ] The-appli Space Expl
In addition to the direct loss of wetland functions, EPA is concerned with potential private facﬂ;mpt: conduct. Iagﬁﬂﬁgmmﬁomm mﬁ;ﬁm
secondary adverse impact to water quality and natural ecological functions by construction of this vehicles and a-variety of reusable siiborbital launch vehicles:on:privately owned land'in Cameron
project in wetlands. EPA believes that all impacts to adjacent special aquatic sites, including 3.13.9 ; Couinty, Texas: i ) ’ ' )
wetlands have not been fully identified at the proposed site. The adjacent flats and wetlands at
the launch site would be adversely affected by the project and should be considered in Agcording to the PN, ng mndﬂmmm sites: the erfical launch.area and the contral
compensatory mitigation for all anticipated secondary and indirect impacts to waters of the U.S. _| centér area and Ul on staging argas would occur within the
- i praposed project boundariesand.o. aﬁdﬁmﬂmmmmwd The 56.5 aicre vertical
We are also concerned with the cumulative loss and future degradation of special aquatic i launch site is: WM@MW&QWM& State Highway 4 (Boca
sites, including wetlands form the proposed project. The proposed project impacts, when viewed |3 1313 | Chiez Boulevard), Iy soifth of Bfazes Siate Park, approximately five miles south-of
in light of the total number of projects proposed anc/or reasonably within this portion of the E“:ﬁf and ME lhég Wd@::m e arin °ﬁwsﬁ3e4 and afiproxiniately

watershed may have a significant impact on aquatic resources in this region.

Wmﬁa@&iﬁm
m:utémmin

Recommendation: Under the 404 (q) MOA process, EPA has the option to elevate the
permit decision to a higher level of further review. At this time, Region 6 believes resolution can
" be accomplished with the COE at the lowest level. We believe suitable modifications to the
proposed alternative with appropriate compensatory mitigation are possible. We ask that FAA
work with the US Fish and Wildlife Service and our agency to find a suitable location to enhance
or restore wetlands for compensatory mitigation making the proposed plan the least damaging
alternative and suitable for implementation.

Attachments:
1) EPA R6 May 21,2013 Comments on the Section 404 Public Notice [SWG-
2012000381]

2) Section 404(q) Dispute Resolution Process for Individual Permits TIL mmﬁviﬂual M Mummgemi.
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In-addifion {o the direct loss of wetlaid functiors, EPAis canceried with poteritial secondary
advmmpamtqwmrwah .andnauwleoolaglcalﬁmmenshgmnmcttmofﬂﬂspmjw
in wetlanids. It appears that allim mtﬁradjncsmtsp:mhqmwﬁes. including wetiands have
notbeen identified at the proposed sites. The adjagent flats and wetlands at the launich site-would
e adversely affected by he project and should be considered in compensatary wiltigation fot &l
anficipated secondary impacts fo-walers of the 1S,

‘Weare also concerned with: -gumnl‘suwluss anid fur&mmemdgaen of spetial aquaﬁc sites
including wetlands from the: sed:project. The - project whemn

Tight of the total miniber of projes 'm&m&wwmbfyfaxmeablemm ﬂuspomnof
the watérshed, may have d-sipnificant impact on-dquatic Tesources in this tegion.

_lhsl.ﬁ aJ;tN mmmmmw (@) Memorandum of Agreement {MOA), itis the opinion of
iy regult in st al and-iscceptable impats fo:aquatic resources of
naumel :mgamnee 'mmfﬁ'rs; wmmmﬁaml ofthie permit; as proposed,

If you hiave-any-quéstions regarding our position in this-case, please contact Jim Herrington:of
my staff at 254-770: 9.

e ‘PatClements; U8 Fidiasd Wildlife Service; Corpus Christi; TX
Hm Mﬂ%m b4

Section 404(qg) Dispute Resolution Proce

Individual Permits

EPA “May Affect” Letter.
(ivithl the Commznt Period for the Piblic Notice)

wamnmmmnm&pmwmwmmw
impac ulnm .

Immc (ARNIs).

-8

EPA “Will Affect” Letter .
iwithin 25 days of the end of the Public Nalice comment period)

A-01

Section 404(q)
Case Statistics

EPA has requested higher level of review by the
Department of Army on 11 permit cases under the
1992-404¢q) MOA as of January 2011,.a modest
fuinber in light of the fact that the Corps processes

* approximaiely 60; 000 permit actions per year.!

Eﬁgh&{x}addlmml permit cases were elevated to
Heaclqup.rters by an EPA regional office, but

1 the isues muised i e “may affect™ lerter remain mﬁnln'd, nan{un
isswesa lotter stating that the praject will have

Ived with the Department of Army before
i ﬁl].a] elevation package was transmitted.

impacts foan ARMJ. The “will affeet” letier must be mtedlarﬂmm
Regional

Administrator.
) Notice of Intent to Proceed
{within 5 calendar days prior to the Wﬁwﬁm

“The Corps District Ebgineer notifies EPA Regional rifthie Caips
imlends to issug the permit contrary 1o EPA's recommenditions i the il

- affes” letter, The Coeps.miist peavide the EFA Regionwitha copy of the draft

perwitand declsion document.

8-

Case Elevation
(within Fimdaﬁﬁwh receipt of the nalice. of intent lo proceed)

The EPA Regh docid

whether bo:
wmwnrmmlw seview of the it
mﬂwamwmmmmsmormmw ishield

==
o kevkwof(:orgsmm
(ividhin20.calend m@mdmwm
wmﬁrdmthd

o

The EPA Assisuant Kdministrator whether i seck
uwm peemitdezision by the m:l

Section NM%W
fwithin mmmﬁmmw WMMW

’;?.

" Baurce: Corps permédata 1988-2010, U5, Army Corps of Engineers

ﬂ‘; oy Wit theissuanse M‘WM |
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Office of Environmental Folicy and Compliance
1001 Indian School Road NW, Suite 348
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87104

Al

Ez

D

s

24
my

ER 13/240
File 9043.1

June 3, 2013

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL ONLY

Stacey M. Zee

Environmental Protection Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC, Inc.
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Ms. Zee:

The U.S. Department of the Interior is providing comments on the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) for the Proposed SpaceX Texas Launch Site, Cameron County, Texas. Space
Exploration Technologies Corporation (SpaceX) proposes to construct and operate a vertical
launch area and control center on private property at Boca Chica, Cameron County, Texas. The
DEIS analyzes the effects of the issuance of launch licenses and/or experimental permits by the
Federal Aviation Administration for the Proposed SpaceX facility.

On February 4, 2013, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Szrvice provided comments on the Preliminary
DEIS and the FAA responded by letter dated May 2, 2013. On May 7, 2013, FWS participated
in an interagency meeting hosted by FAA and SpaceX in Brownsville, Texas. Additionally, by
letter dated April 29, 2013, FWS initiated formal section 7 consultation, under the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (ESA), as amended (16 U.5.C. 1531 ef seq.) with FAA for the proposed
SpaceX facility, construction, and operation. The Biological Opinion will be provided in a
separate letter to FAA.

The National Park Service appreciates serving as a cooperating agency under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and a consulting party under Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act. NPS is concerned about the potential effects of SpaceX to the Palmito
Ranch Battlefield National Historic Landmark (NHL) and Palo Alto Battlefield National
Historical Park (NHP). The NPS also encloses a cooperating agency comments matrix for
review (Enclosure).

We provide general and specific comments on the DEIS, including the impact of the proposed
project on federally-listed threatened and endangered species.
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General Comments from FWS

The DEIS alternatives analysis does not appear to consider impacts to fish and wildlife resources |
1o evaluate the merits of one aliernative over another, We cannot comment on possibly less

environmentally damaging alternatives as the alternatives carried forward were to build at Boca 3.4.6

Chica or no action (not to build). Therefore, we are providing co its and recommendations
on the SpaceX project which would result in a less environmentally damaging alternative than
presented in the DEIS. -

As the DEIS states, FWS will also have the opportunity to provide project specific comments
and recommendations on the effects to trust resources and potential measures to mitigate those
impacts as plans and reports are developed for the construction and operation of SpaceX. The
plans and reports the Department looks forward to reviewing include:

- the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan,

- a Memorandum of Agreement with NPS addressing the effects of the project on NPS

properties (Palmito Ranch Battlefield Nationzl Historic Landmark and viewshed),
- alighting plan for the SpaceX facilities, including effects to nesting sea turtles and

migratory birds, 3.221

- the Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Plan,

- acatastrophic launch failure response plan,

- asecurity plan for the designated closure area before, during, and after launch events,
including measures to avoid impacts to wildlife, nesting birds, and federally-listed
species such as piping plovers, sea turtles, Northern aplomado falcons, and ocelots,

- ahurricane planning and response plan,

- afacility closure and site restoration plan, and

- long-term wildlife monitoring plan for the life of the project for the Northern aplomado
falcon, piping plover, sea turtles, and migratory birds. _

With regard to the layout and design of the proposed security, launch, and control center
facilities, we have the following recommendations. As noted in previous comments to FAA and
SpaceX, and discussed at the May 7, 2013, interagency meeting, we are concemed about the
direct and indirect effects of the launch-viewing public on National Wildlife Refuge (NWR)
lands, NPS lands, State-owned property, and the currently undeveloped private property holdings
along, and to the north and south of, State Highway 4 (SH 4) from Farm-to-Market Road 1419
{FM 1419) to the currently proposed Soft Checkpoint near Massey Way Street. Although
recommended by FWS and others, no public viewing area with parking and other necessary
amenities, is proposed in the DEIS. Without a designated viewing area, we are concerned

visitors would park along SH 4 which, because of its narrow maintained right of way, would be | 3.14.1

unsafe for viewers and other traffic along SH 4 during a launch event. It is also possible vehicles
would seek to access viewing locations off of SH 4, on property owned or managed by the NWR
or NPS. Vehicles driving off-road would damage the landscape, including sensitive tidal flats,
and areas used by federally-listed species, such as Northern aplomado falcons, piping plovers,
and ocelots. Therefore, we recommend, as was agreed to during our last site visit, that the
security checkpoint, identified as the Soft Checkpoint, be relocated to an area near FM 1419,
west of the existing U.S. Customs and Border Patrol station. This will considerably reduce the
potential for adverse impacts to NWR lands and sensitive habitats including habitat for federally-
listed species.
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Although a specific design for the proposed facilities of SpaceX has not yet been determined, the communities in the project’s region of influence. Tidal flats within the launch site and extending
DEIS identifies and describes a potential footprint for the project facility components. Both in south of the fenced area could begin to vegetate depending on the measures used by SpaceX to
the DEIS and Appendix D, the expected decibels produced by a launch event and their effects on manage runoff from the hard structures at the site following rain events and other aspects of day
humans is discussed in depth. The effects of sound on wildlife near the site during a launch o day operations. The tidal flats on the south side of the project area are part of Piping Plover
event is referenced in Chapter 4, but not the consequences to wildlife immediately adjacent to the 3.14.2 Critical Habitat Unit (CHU) TX-1. We recommend this area be included in a long-term
site during a launch event, including long-term consequences for wildlife that might be hazed vegetation monitoring plan. Additionally, Chapter 2 of the DEIS discusses the use of a water
from their natural habitat by the operation of SpaceX. Therefore, we recommend monitoring the deluge for sound and vibration suppression during a launch event. From the water tower, 50,000 |3.14.4
short- and long-term effects of explosive sound produced during a launch to fully understand and 1o 200,000 gallons would be discharged and approximately half of the discharged water would (Cont.)
assess the impacts of the facility on wildlife. - be vaporized. During most of the year, the predominant winds would push the vapor cloud
northwest across predominantly unvegetated areas of the South Bay system, which is also

Within the 56.5-acre launch site, 25.43 acres of jurisdictional waters and wetlands have been included in CHU TX-1. The DEIS does not explore the effects of 25,000 to 100,000 gallons of
delineated. The DEIS states that, within the 20-acre fenced launch site facility, 3.34 acres of the water vapor, per launch event, on the landscape in the already humid South Texas. Therefore,
jurisdictional area would be directly impacted and 2.85 acres would be indirectly impacted. we recommend this and other areas which could be affected by the vapor cloud be monitored for
Although not explicitly stated, as illustrated in Exhibit 4.7-1 and 4.7-3, there are additional changes in vegetation as a result of the SpaceX Texas operation. -
jurisdictional areas which would be avoided within the fenced 20-acre launch site. No acreage is
given for these avoided areas. This additional acreage will also be impacted because inside the General Comments from NPS
fence, a perimeter security access road is proposed to be constructed. Also, the fill used to 3.13.3 -
construct the roadway is likely to alter the drainage from the site, and could, along with the Noise and Visual Effects
fence, stimulate the growth of vegetation in what is currently an unvegetated tidal flat. We With regard to noise, we are primarily interested in potential effects to the NHL from SpaceX, as
recommend all of the jurisdictional waters and wetlands within the 20-acre launch site be opposed to the NHP, because of its proximity to the launch area. We appreciate the opportunity
included as directly or indirectly impacted, and a mitigation plan be developed for these areas. 10 review and provide comments on the Preliminary DEIS, but it appears mitigation measures
Also, we recommend the tidal areas not directly impacted by fill be included as part of a long- related to noise have been removed from this version of the DEIS. For example, mitigation 3.112
term monitoring plan to determine the effects of a launch event on avian and other wildlife using measures for noise impacts from the Preliminary DEIS, such as the early and two-way
these areas, - coordination of launches, would be instrumental in minimizing impacts to the soundscape but

_ appear to have been removed from the DEIS. In add:tion, we recommend the DEIS provide
If rain and runoff from the hangar-to-pad access rcad pool between the two roads, the area could more detail from noise-related mitigation measures. The flame trench for the rocket may be a
attract increased numbers of birds to the site. Even if the security access road is constructed in a useful mitigation measure for nearby, close-in noise effects, but more specifics may be needed to 3.111
manner that preserves the current state of the wetlands, because of the presence of the fence, 3.14.3 ensure the effectiveness. Therefore, we recommend a more detailed Closure Plan to provide the T
wildlife will no longer be able to use these areas. Shorebirds particularly will be affected as most requested details. -
of these species tend to move from site to site flying low to the ground. The fence would inhibit
their normal behavior. - The towers and associated structures proposed would have adverse visual effects on the NHL

- and NHP. We look forward to addressing mitigation measures to minimize visual impacts with
The compensatory mitigation proposal in Chapter 6 of the DEIS for wetland impacts is SpaceX via the Section 106 Memorandum of Agreement and the Lighting Plan. We assume 3.111
preservation in-kind with high-quality wetlands at a 5:1 ratio. Although FWS does not oppose these documents will address the differences in lighting for nighttime launch conditions versus
the use of preservation for compensatory mitigation, we support the goal of no-net-loss of regular lighting conditions. -
wetlands, which can only be achieved with wetland creation, restoration, or enhancement.
Additionally, an area proposed to be used for preservation, should, as outlined in the 2008 Cumulative Effects
Mitigation Rule, “provide important physical, chemical, or biological functions for the 3.13.4 We recommend defining the geographic and temporal boundaries of the cumulative analysis in
watershed; contribute significantly to the ecological sustainability of the watershed; and is under T the DEIS and verify all appropriate actions are described in the cumulative scenario. It appears
threat of destruction or adverse modifications. Also, where preservation is used to provide the geographic boundary of the scope is on a localized-regional basis, which sezms more
compensatory mitigation, to the extent appropriate and practicable, the preservation shall be done appropriate than a ground-disturbing (localized) basis, particularly considering the potential
in conjunction with aquatic resource restoration, establishment, and/or enhancement activities.” visual and noise effects. However, this is not clearly stated in the DEIS. Once the geographical 3.21.1
Additional coordination with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the resource agencies is and temporal scope of the cumulative analysis is identified, it would be helpful to determine
needed to identify appropriate compensatory mitigation for impacts to jurisdictional waters and relevant past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions that fall within the scope. We
wetlands once the total impact has been calculated. - are aware of a few projects that do not appear in the cumulative effects section such as the North

_ Edinburg-Loma Alta 345 kilovolt transmission line, the Tenaska power plant, the 550 Toll Road,
In addition to the direct and indirect impacts to jurisdictional areas from the construction of 3.14.4 and proposed industrial parks. There may be other projects that should be included as well.
SpaceX, we are concerned about long-term effects of facility operation on vegetation o -
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Section Properties

As currently described, the proposed action would adversely affect the activities, features, and
attributes of the Palmito Ranch Battlefield NHL., a Section 4(f) property, and may result in
temporary occupancy and constructive use of this property. For example, if the NHL is closed
during launch hours, this could constitute temporary occupancy of the NHL. Constructive use of
the NHL may result in the long-term visual and short-term noise impacts. In addition, secondary

impacts resulting from public visitation to the launches may also adversely affect the NHL dueto  [3.8.1

the potential for off-road driving, campfires/campsites, and looting. Therefore, we recommend
further consultation with SpaceX to ensure all feasible and prudent alternatives have been

analyzed and all possible measures to minimize harm to the NHL are considered. After further
consultation to address these concerns, we are amenable to revisit our concurrence with the

Section 4 (f) property determination. Please referto the letter dated April 18, 2013, regarding

more specific Section 4(f) comments. -

We look forward to working with SpaceX on the development of a Memorandum of Agreement

to mitigate adverse effects to historic properties, as well as being involved with other related 3.11.1

“mitigation plans,” such as the Closure Plan, Lighting Plan, and Hurricane Plan.

Specific Comments

Specific comments from the FWS are focused on the Comment Matrix Table provided with the
May 2. 2013, FAA response to our previous comments.

g G erations: We reiterate our concern that
closures and activities associated with the launch will have significant impacts to the

management of surrounding NWR, NPS, and State Park lands, migratory birds, other coastal 3.8.1

species, wetlands, floodplain, and viewshed to the Palmito Ranch Baitlefield NHL. The FAA
response indicated the text had been revised; however, we are unsure as to where this change
was made in the DEIS.

ES-8, Table 6-1. under Section 4 roperties: FAA’s letter dated March 21, 2013, requested
FWS’s concurrence with a “no objection™ Section 4(f) property determination. On April 19,
2013, our response was we could not concur with the determination because FAA only describes

closure times associated with launch events and potential effects on NWR visitors and programs. 3.81

Although visitors and programs are important and an avenue for the NWR svstem to share its

work with the public, the mission of the NWR system is the conservation of wildlife and plant
resources and their habitats now and for future generations. We are concerned for NWR land -
and wildlife and recommend these impacts be addressed. No information is provided regarding

the security operations (helicopter, ATVs, and vehicle sweeps) of the 3-mile radius closure area.

We also recommend consideration of the effects of the public on NWR property around the 3.14.5

proposed soft point closure for launch viewing and the effects low flying aircraft would have on
wildlife, especially nesting migratory birds and nesting Northern aplomado falcons. Flushing of
animals from nesting and roosting sites could be harmful and potentially lethal to animals and
their young in the limited habitat and in the intense South Texas heat. FAA states coordination
with applicable land-managing agencies is ongoing; but we would like to continue discussions

and reviews of appropriate plans that address security, litter clean up, and/or monitoring in an 3.111

effort to resolve our concerns prior to the finalization of the EIS.

category, particularly with regard to operations of the proposed facility. Our concerns were
based on the need for a designated launch-watching site for the public because of the human
safety issues, potential wildlife mortality, and damage to NWR lands if spectators were to utilize
the narrow shoulders of SH 4 for parking. We noted the statement added to Section 2.1.1.6,
“SpaceX would coordinate with Cameron County, thz City of Brownsville, USFWS-Lower Rio
Grande Valley NWR, NPS, TPWD, TGLO and TxDOT to identify a safe location on private
land along State Highway 4, before the Massy Way soft checkpoint, for the public to view a
launch event.” As discussed and tentatively agreed upon, we recommend the soft checkpoint be
located just west of the U.S. Customs and Border Patrol checkpoint station to avoid impacts on
NWR and NPS lands. We prefer to coordinate, review, and comment on the closure plan prior to
finalization of the EIS.

ES-18, Table 8.1 Noise: We recommended developing and implementing a monitoring plan to
assess the impacts of a launch event on wildlife, particularly nesting avian species and sea
turtles. FAA has proposed monitoring before and after launches, but no rigorous study to assess
noise impacts. Therefore, we recommend this be addressed in the monitoring plans being
developed.

ES-18 Table ES.8.1 Compatible Land Use: Sea turtle nesting season begins March 15" and ends
October 1% of each year. The beaches are patrolled yearly during this time to locate sea turtle
nests. If located, the nesting sea turtle is examined, tagged, and released and the eggs are
excavated and transported to an incubation facility or corral on South Padre Island. Therefore,
text was added to Section 2.1.1.6, “After the launch, SpaceX and the FAA would notify law
enforcement when the area has been deemed safe. Individuals needing to conduct nesting sea
turtle beach patrols (Sea Turtle Inc.) would be given one hour to check the beach for sea turtle
nests prior to the beach being re-opened for the general public. After completion of the sea turtle
patrols, the checkpoints would be raised and the area would be re-opened for the public.”
However, due to funding, Sea Turtle, Inc. only patrok during the peak nesting season from April
1% to July 15", Other entities that have undergone section 7 consultation for activities performed
on a section of beach are responsible for ensuring that portion of beach is patrolled daily
throughout the entire season. If SpaceX chooses to hire their own sea turtle patrollers, they must
be certified by completing a training course, specifically for performing patrols, taught by either
Donna Shaver, Sea Turtle Coordinator at Padre Island National Seashore, or Sea Turtle, Inc.
SpaceX also has the option of entering into an agreement with Sea Turtle, Inc. or another
approved and certified entity to cover the months Sez Turtle, Inc. cannot perform patrols.
Patrollers should sweep the beach prior to the 15-hour closure and reopening of the beach to the
public after a launch. One hour to perform those patrols may not be sufficient, as the proposed
beach area to be closed is approximately 7 miles in length. Under normal circumstances, if Sea
Turtle, Inc. is on the beach, at the closure site, the pairol may take approximately 45 minutes to
an hour, However, if they are not, they must be given additional time to arrive from South Padre
Island. Additional time may also be required if a sea turtle is found actively nesting or to locate,
remove, and transport eggs off the beach if located during either the first or second sweep.
SpaceX also states there will be only one night launch per year. We recommend the night launch
not oceur during sea turtle nesting season and SpaceX provide a plan/protocol to address these
issues and provide them to FWS for review prior to finalizing the EIS.

3.14.1

3.14.2

3.14.6
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ES-20. Table 8.1 Biological Resources. and Wildlife: We are concerned with potential ocelot
and/or other wildlife mortality along SH 4 if speeds are not reduced. In Section 6.7 of the DEIS,

SpaceX addresses reduced speeds and states, “SpaceX employees and contractors would be
educated on potential for vehicle collisions with wildlife, particularly ocelots and jaguarundis.
SpaceX employees would then be mandated with strict internal repercussions, to reduce their
speeds along State Highway 4 between the proposed vertical launch and conirol center
areas...observe speed limits not to exceed 25 miles per hour.” The statement applies to
employees and contractors and the area between the vertical launch and control center.
However, as discussed in the May 7. 2013, agency meeting, it is important dzlivery drivers or
others who are not employees or formally under contract, also adhere to the enforcement terms.
The required education also needs to make clear that ocelot/jaguarundi habitat is located along
both sides of SH 4 between FM 511 and the launch facilities and much of the area is NWR-
managed lands, SpaceX stated during the meeting that no one is allowed to do business with
them until they have signed off on a safety package of information. We recommend this
information be included in the Final DEIS. If traffic requires future improvements to SH 4, a
long-term strategy should involve coordination with FWS to design and install speed
deterrents{bumps or dips) along with functional wildlife crossing structures under elevated road
sections with fencing to funnel animals through the crossing (similar to Texas Department of
Transportation structures in other areas of South Texas).

3.14.7

SpaceX stated a wildlife monitoring plan will be prepared and include tederflly listed and
candidate species as well as migratory birds. The plan will be provided to FWS for review and
comment before construction or operations. We recommend pre-, during- and post- construction
monitoring be conducted by experienced, qualified biologists following the latest interim survey
methodology and surveyor qualifications. In the lower Rio Grande Valley, while nesting could
occur from February through August, surveys for Northern aplomado falcons should be

conducted year-round. If aplomado falcons are detected, FWS should be contacted for further
guidance. Nests or birds should not be approached to avoid undue disturbance. We also
recommend FWS review of the plan prior to finalization of the EIS. -

3.221

Chapter 3-66 Northern Aplomado Falcon: We have recently been informed The Peregrine Fund
plans to construct more hack sites and to release Northern aplomado falcons this year

(Fiscal Year 13) and next year (Fiscal Year 14) in the Boca Chica area within the project area.

To lessen potential future impacts, we recommend SpaceX coordinate with The Peregrine Fund
regarding these efforts. -

3.14.8

Chapter 3-66, Ocelot, line 35-36 states: “The action area does not contain quality habitat for the
ocelot.” Given the area and the magnitude of the project, it is likely to affect ocelot use of the
arca. However, it appears the scope of the project and its effects on federally-listed species, such
as the ocelot, are underrepresented because the assessment only covers impacts of the two
construction areas, The assessment does not include disturbance of the closure areas by ATVs, 3.14.8
vehicles, and helicopters each month SpaceX is in operation. The assessmernt also does not
include a discussion of increased vehicle strikes due to traffic intensification on SH 4 because of
weekly deliveries to the Launch Vertical Area, construction workers, and public attendance to
launch event evaluations. The collared ocelot of 1998 used the lomas, or vegetated knolls, on
both sides of SH 4 and traversed back and forth several times across SH 4, so there is the

A-02

potential for ocelot fatalities from vehicle collisions. SpaceX should take into account all of the
potential impacts, disturbance, and associated development of the area covering the entire

potential habitat for this (as well as other) listed species. For the ocelot, this includes an area

from east of Brownsville near the U.8. Customs and Border Patrol checkpoint to the project site 3.14.8
where habitat exists and lomas could be used as they travel across the road (north-south). This is (Cont.)
also an important area for jaguarundi conservation. We are currently working with Mexican :
federal agencies to establish an international coastal wildlife corridor between Laguna Atascosa
NWR, and the Sister Natural Protected Area Laguna Madre, to link jaguarundi and ocelot
habitat. We note the revised text to reflect the areas do not have suitable “denning”™ habitat.

Chapter 3-66, Jaguarundi, line 7-8 states: “The action area has very little shrub cover, and
therefore does not contain quality habitat for the jaguarundi.” Please see our previous comments
for the ocelot. We noted your revised text regarding the statement that jaguarundis are “primarily
diurnal” and Best Management Practices (BMPs) for night travel will be addressed in the
proposed Closure Plan as well as Lighting Management Plan,

3.14.8

Chapter 4-10. under Coastal Resources: “South Bay™ is described as the lower extension of the
Lower Laguna Madre, and in the “action area.” However, there is no discussion of sea grasses
and marine organisms (oyster beds. marine fish) in this important recreational fishing and
ecologically sensitive area. An excerpt from the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department website
states the following about South Bay: Breeding/Nursery Area: Submergent vegetation is
reported near the mouth of the bay. Extensive algal flats constitute a significant portion of the 3.14.9
southern end of South Bay and are an essential part of the organic production and fertility of

South Bay. The Bay supports 41 species of finfish and 9 different species of shellfish. The

largest eastern oyster population south of Aransas Bay occurs in South Bay Preserve. The DEIS
also mentions impacts to seagrass from boat activities during launch activities. It is unclear if
impacts would be from SpaceX security boats performing sweeps or public boats. -

Chapter 4-12. line 33 to 34: We do not agree monthly closures are an unsubstantial lessening of
use or enjoyment. Monthly closures will impact the public’s ability to access public lands for the
enjoyment of hunting, fishing, ecotourism, and recreational access to the beach. Closures will
also impact monitoring and management of nesting sza turtles; bird surveys including Northern
aplomado falcons, piping plovers; and other management operations. -

3.8.1

Chapter 4-35. under 4.6.1.2.: Operations, line 22-23 state: “It is anticipated that the generators

- . i - 3.9.1
be used continuously for the final 48-hours prior to launch.” Generators should have “sound
abatement” baffles or “hospital mufflers” installed to reduce noise levels while in operation. _J

Chapter 4-73, under Solid Waste and Solid Waste Management, line 16-17 states: “An
explosion on the launch pad would likely spread debris within the FAA approved hazard area
and vegetation across the hazard area would likely be bumned.” From this statement it appears
“debris” is the only expected impact, and residual propellants would be totally consumed in the
launch pad. However, this may not always be the case because debris, fuel, and payload may be
¢jected into surrounding habitat, NWR lands, wetlands and/or Gulf waters. In the May 7, 2013,
meeting, FAA stated the ground safety plan will include procedures for spills on public lands and
would include debris as well as toxic materials. We request the opportunity to review the plan
prior to finalization of the EIS to ensure cleanup activities provide the least impact to NWR lands
and federally-listed species.

3.15.1
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Chapter 4-73, Under Solid Waste and Solid Waste Management, Line 21-22 States: “A
of unspent RP-1 from the launch vehicle may create a thin film of petroleum on the water surface
near the impact. Due to the volume of this release into the nearby tidal wetlands, temporary
impacts on water quality in the tidal wetlands may be adverse; however because mitigation and
cleanup would be impl ted, the potential long-term impacts on tidal wetlands
would not be substantial.”™ This appears to address only petroleum propellants impacts in tidal
wetlands and not impacts to short- and long-term upland soils and upland vegetation. We
recommend including a discussion about restoration or impacts to federally-listed species and
their habitats,

We appreciate the opportunity to review the Draft EIS. If you have any questions or need
additional information, please contact Edith Erfling, Field Supervisor, FWS Coastal Ecological
Services Field Office, Clear Lake, Texas, at 281-286-8282 or Cheryl Eckhardt, Environmental
Compliance Specialist, National Park Service, Intermountain Region, at 303-969-289, or at
cheryl_eckhardti@nps.gov.

Sincerelv.

51
Regional Environmental Officer

Enclosure

3.15.1

A-02

g . Comments Reviewer/
Zle g Organization
g @
L c
] —
1| ES1 The DEIS states that "The FAAAST would likely issue launch specilic hoenses for NPS IMR-MNR
the first few years of operation of the exclusive launch site.” Why only the first few 3.4.5
years? Why not until 20227 a
2| ES3 Underground power line - We are concerned with soil disturbance leading to the NPS IMR-NR
proliferation of exotic weeds. Similarly, we believe there is patential for 3.11.6
archaeological resource discovery during this installation. How will these tems be B
dealt with? Weed Management Plan?
S
3| ES3 Lighting Plan- We assume the Lighting Management Plan will address the MNPS IMR-NR
differences in nighttime lighting throughout the year as well as specific nigittime 3.10.1
lighting associated with night launches What is the duration and intensity of night
lighting for a launch? =
4| ES-4 On behalf of the NHL, we look forward to reviewing and commenting on the Closure | NPS IMR-NR 281
Plan. We believe that clesing the NHL for launches to be advantageous.
5 | ES5-4 Consideration should be given to a hard closure point located on Highwav 4 west of | NPS PAAL
the Palmito Ranch NHL and all USFWS lands. The Highway 4 ROW should be closed
to parking and public viewing to protect adjacent fragile vegetation and wetland 3.13.5
areas. Astatement acknowledging that Spacel will be responsible for all costs aver b
and above normal operations for federal, state and local agencies associated with
the closure should be included.
6| 55 Regarding patrols for nesting sea turtles - if turtles are found, researchers should be | NPS PAAL
given adequate time to perform all necessary work prior to opening the area to the 3.14.6
public.
7|ESS Driving or Irstaliation of Piings - Whatwill be the noise levels associated with this NPS IMR-MR | | 3.11.2
actvity? What impacts will thes have on the historic pilings in the immediale area? a
8| ESE With FTE increasing from 30 to 150 between now and 2022, will the launcy NPS IMR-MNR 3.4.1
frequency increase in later years? Or will it remain the same? a
9| ES-11 Please refer to Section 4{f) comments below., NPS IMR-EQ
10 | E5-11 Construction activities and Operation of the facilities would have impacts on the NPS-PAAL
character and sense of place associated with Sec. 4{f) properties related to the
increase in human intrusicns on the landscape from traffic, litter, incidental use, 3.8.1
viewsheds, ete,
11 | E5-12 Security and operational lighting will Fave impacts on night skies as well 2s wildlife, | NPS-PAAL 3.10.1
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12 | ES-12 Light Emissions - see comments above NPS IMR-NR ] 3.10.1 22| ES-18 | Bullet Point *Historical, 1) Comment: Revise the statement “Under the Proposed Action, constructon of the | NPS-IMR-
13 | ES-12 | Table ES.6-1 Summary of The Paimito Ranch Battiefield National Hisloric Landmarks possess a nigh degree NPS-IMR- Architectural, Archaeological, | vertical launch and coniral center areas woukl impact the setting of the Paimito NHL
ImwrilalrEnw:nl:urlal fr::lq.c w:refmv e he I;IHL aspects of nag[;rl:y of location, seung_anc[l NHL and Cultural Resources. gam mﬂiﬂ?ov;l;'rm;mz‘?m;mamm ::’:?;m'?; :gf I-IF: o‘f"ml
mpacts from the Proposed ing. These aspects of integrity are def on ps to X f A 3
Action and the No Action the surfounding natural features ard open space (visual). The construstion of the location, setting and feeling associated with the Palmito Ranch Baftiefield \HL." 2) 3.11.3
Alternative; Historical, Vertical Launch Area facilities including the 200 plus-ft tall launch ganiry, 250 foot f:ﬂ:r!' Re\flsﬁ_ - EDTml&lg lhte Inﬁ_ecl[s ﬁfhleh_e phﬁi'c‘a! I‘T:%ﬂn‘:’a_nd_ ;emng of oLl
Architectural, Archaeological, | water tank, 200-ft. lightning p towers, 65t integration ing hanger oric properties.” To n o mitigate impacts to istoric i e_;|__
and Cultural Resources building, 40-ft machine shop and the 2-story office building as well as the proposed 3.113 specifically the aspects of location, setiing and feeling of the histonc properties.” 3)
facilities at the Launch Control Certer areas including a two each 65 to 85 1t tall Comment. last sentence. Replace *...are not likely to be significant * With ... could
payload processing buikdings, B5-t. launch vehicle processing hange , two 2-story likely be significant
control center buildings, two 30-ft. rado frequency transmitter/receivers, and m
associated site Iea!:rg;; including uuemeaegusmcr.gmmg standards and tall security 23 | ESA7 Cumulative Impacts - Recommend a map be included showing the location of the MPS IMR-NR 3211
fences will all have a significant visual impact and thus a direct impact on the historic projects mentioned in the Cumulative mpacts section M ikt
integrity of the NHL. Most of these vertical features will be visible from the NHL. The 24 | ES-21 Water Supply Issues - How does SpaceX intend to obtain the necessary water NPS IMR-NR 3.18.2
staternent in this table that the construction of these facilities would nof directly needed for launches? <16,
e, "ﬁ:ﬁ’ﬁ;mmmﬂ’ﬁ?mr;mm'"g'*hzwrﬁ‘:;‘;:?; s To 75| 25 FERE] Quantities of prapellants UDMH, MMH and NTO required for use on space vehicles | NPS-PAAL
read”... would directly impact ‘fri;slwic integrty of the Palm;EE Ranch Balﬁhefd is given, however, there are no figures for on site storage requirements for these
National Historic Landmark through visual impacts * fuels. What are the on site quantities and number of storage tanks required? 3.15.2
14 | ES-15 Sociceconomics - will control center area construction have negative visual impacts | NPS IMR-NR Mention of helium and nitrogen is made but no quantities are given nor the number
on NHL? 3.11.3 storage tanks required.
15 | ES-16 NR and Energy Supply - is there a Safety PlanvSpill Plan addressing transport of NPS IMR-NR - - — - —
propeliant? 3.18.1 26| 26 2114 Helium required. Quantities and number of storage tanks at the launch site? INPS-PAAL
- Regarding the quantities of LOX and RP-1 to be maintained on site. Do the Falcon
16 | ES-16 Water supply sources need to be cefined. If groundwater is to be used, source and | NPS-PAAL _ N -
: + 2 Heavy fuel use figures given (550,000 gallons) include the additional amounts of fuel 3.15.3
potential effects should be well defined. If water is to be trucked from municipal ! - -
sources this needs to be made clezr given the fact that current drought conditians 3.18.3 required for loss and turn ar\_:und launches - or are there additional quancities of
are already impacting these sources. A clear understanding of quantities and : ) these fuels to be stored on site?
impacts to all source systems is needed. 27|26 21.1.4 Mention is made in the document of using generators for power at the launch site, | NPS-PAAL
17| 6517 The Tenaska Power plant project, Cross Valley Transmission Line project, 550 Toll | NPS-PAAL 3211 hawever, there is no mention in this sction of quantities or starage of dissel fuel. 3153
Road project and proposed industrial parks in the region need to be added to the e
Cumulative Impacts section 28[27 2115 What are the water req for static and wet dress NPS-PAAL 3.18.2
18 | EsA7 Fiease refer 1o cumulalive eflect comments below. NFS IMR-EQ 29|28 2116 Move the closure point west of Palmita Ranch NHL and all USFWS lands. NPS-PAAL 3.14.1
19| ES-21 Comment deleted NPS IMR-NR 30) 213 2121 What are the potential effects on the ristoric 1846 and 1865 pilings from pile NPS-PAAL 3.11.2
20 | ES-28 ES.10 - Request inclusion of NHL in short-term impacts NPS IMR-NR 3.11.1 driving at the launch site during construction? B
21| ES-15, i of an Response Plan addressing hurricanes, | NPS IMR-NR B 31| 213 If possible, orientation of buildings should be with the smaller side on an past/west | NPS-PAAL
2.5, propeliant spill, and other safety issues. 3.22.1 line to minimize impacts to viewsheds. All facility colors should included in 3.11.3
438 mitigation measures
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2|14 The diagram of the proposed launch area shows several locations for storage tanks. NPS-PAAL 437 Section 3.3.4 gﬁ:ﬂﬁm?ﬂnﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁgtzﬂ was added in DEIS Swm" 33.4 'DNaFms:dI::e NPS IMR-NR
mwmr w:lsl?he stored in the unlabeled tanks? What is the length/width/height of all 3.15.3 Paimito Ranch Battlefield NHL) for daytime and mgnmme launches. However the
e tani estimated daytime and nighttime sound levels do not reflect the currenly acoepled
33215 . [ bt dard | NPS-PAAL {2013) version of ANS] S12.8Part 3. Also, they are not limited to Palo Alto NHP or
“::; "‘:"‘h:e et ot o industry be for the water quality 3.13.1 Paimito Ranch Battlefield NHL nor are hey appiicable to all NHPs and NHLs. 392
standard to be developed with i Therefore, we request a correction in te text, with better clarification of applicability -2
34| 216 Is there a hurricane evacuation plan for all of the fuel stored on site? If, as has NPS-PAAL s follows: “For land in the vicinity of the Palo Alto Mational Historic Park and the:
happened in the past, a hurricane forms with less than 24 hrs. advance notice and 3.15.4 Palmito Ranch Battlefield NHL, the typcal A-weighted daytime and nighttime sound
evacuation of all fuels is not possible, is there a construction standard to follow to e levels are estimated at 40 dBA and 34 dBA, respectively (American National
insure tanks, either empty or full of fuel, won't be ripped loose and float inland? Standards Institute 12 8-2013/Part 3).°
There appears to be a need for a Comprehensive Hurricane Plan. -
— 44 | 3-37 Table 3.5-2 — Summary of Has THC concurred with all of the determinations of ebgibility? If not, ther any NPS IMR-EQ
3| 21 Secton 2.1. Are the sub-orbital launches included in the NTE 12 launches per year? | NPS IMR-NR 341 Cultural Resources cultural resources that have not been officially determined eligible should be treated 3.11.4
Please clarify B 28 such until such time that THC has concurred with eligibility determinations. 10
38| 27 Section 2.1.1.5 Pre-Launch Activities - Dry and Wet Dress Rehearsals Please NPS IMR-MNR 45 | 3.39 Exhibit 3.5-1 We recommend not including a map of archeological sites, NPS IMR-EQ 3114
estimate # of total closures per year. Does each dry or wet rehearsal stitite a 3.4.2 96| 340 | Secion3553 Wherever the word ‘sefling 0ccurs refated 1o the NHL, a0d the words ‘ocabon and | NES-IMR- | ] o . .
closure? — feeling" NHL 3.11.3
37| 216 are provided for the hangar, workshop and office, however, no NPS-PAAL Tas 4112 Impacts to land use are under represented here. The description of day to day NP5-PAAL
d';‘“‘""':‘“ "‘;“;:’" of the "Storage/GSE Parts” structure that appears on the 3.43 activities omits the impacts from all of the required suppert and contracted services 3.11.5
site layout on p are provided, required for operation of the sites, Delivery of over 550,000 gallons of fuels per B
38| 216 Will all paved areas have a catchment system to prevent runoff pollution from NPS-PAAL 3.13.3 hllrwbllleand up lﬂlrm daily d:liveriet;wrﬂlppl;lhe qu“i::d 50,0“; si:::‘:";h
entering wetlands? e potable water will require thousands of round trips for these trucks alone, This
39| 218, | 2122 Height and di of potable water tank? Where will fuels required for payload | NPS-PAAL volume of heavy truck traffic will impact the integrity of the NHL
219 processing (helium, nitrogen, UDMH, MMH and NTO, etc.) be stored on parcels 1, 2 343 a8 | 411 Section 42.1.1 Construction | 1) The first sentence states thal the proposed action does not involve tlemporary NPS IMREQ | |
and 37 No description of the amounts required or storage facilities is provided. occupancy of Section 4(f) properties, fowever, if the Palmito Ranch Battlefield NHL
is closed during launches, then presumably this would be a temporary ocoupancy of
- - — a Section 4(f) property 2} Urﬂer Histaric Sites, the first paragraph statesthat
40 | 2-20 RF antenna arrays at parcels 1 and 2 may require some visual mitigation measures, | NPS-PAAL 1 cor with THC, 38.1
3.11.3 MPS, and other r:or\sulhr\g parties. We recommend that this language be ' 0.
TAEE m n : x d to indicate that mil “will" be explored in more detail
1|21 'I';:)esateflllbe“f‘ue! shlola:e area a!:pe:::km !;e dlf:!;m-:'::-mrtﬁ ra: fmm?leqnlled NPS-PAAL 343 II’!DUQ'\ D of a of with Uting parties. In 3.11.7
slomge for the payioad processing - Row tall wil s structure ze o addition, mitigation measures “will" alsabeadd'essed in other "plans” associated
o with this DEIS including a lighting plan closure plan, emergency action plan, etc.
4r)2n 213 Personnel levels gi idea ofthe increased levels of use of the area -what | 0o TAAL
rsonne] levels gve some idea ofthe increy sotuseolthe area - w 3.4.4 49 | 4-12 In addition to the visual impacts of the towers, there will be additional impacts from | NPS-PAAL
about supporting contractors, delivery truck traffic etc. Neeld ta include a support e buildings ranging from 65 to 85 feet tzll as well as other structures. All of the 3.11.1
transportation and personnel table as well based upon requirements for fuel and facilities should be included in discuss ons of impact and mitigation.
water deliveries, etc.
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50 [ 4-13 4212 “At all other times, the quiet setting of the Section 4{f] properties would persist”. NPS-PAAL 53 | 415 Section 4.31 The Noise Analysis considers proposed operations that “would consist of up to 12 MPS IMR-NR
The volume of daily traffic in support of the facilties will introduce substantially S elite okt ire tars ot ore docorbed 1 Saton 211 5 |§D‘l;rc'::rm
. . . i
more unnatural afnbp_enl background noise Ito trte most \-mtedfuscd maslotshe 3115 whether the sound power of a static firs was app y modeled as
NHL snd1 as thelwemng platform and wayside interpretive exhibits and “.““ impact A1 Appends D Section 3.2 (pages 9-11), but Appendl: o Secicns 324 325 and 4 o
the visitor's ability to experience the setting, location and feeling of the site, (Figures 22 and 23 in particular), indicate that sound propagation to distart receivers
may have been appropriately modeled for static test fires and the initial {ground-
— based) location of launches. Therefore, we request more complete analyss and 3.9.3
51| 414 Section 4212 NPS provided a POEISv4 that ‘the calculated ility of induced [ NPS IMR-NR disclosure of impacts in Sections 4.3.1. Specifically, we request Table 433 e
structural vibration damage is based on a statistical study of the relaticnship between disclosure of maximum sound levels (Lmax), SEL, and Time Above (66 ard 52 dBA)
overall sound pressure level and damage claims for static ground-based testing of at Paimito Ranch Battlefield NHL and Palo Alto Battiefield NHP due to stalic rocket
recket engines near five ities, with maostly | fire tests, and we request inserton of appropriate descriptive text in adjacent
structires”, and NPS notes that new text has been added on DEIS page 4-14 to paragraphs. We also suggest added columns in Tables 4.3-1 and 4.3-2 to disclose
disclose potential launch noise-induced damage 1o the uncomventional structures of Maximurm OASPL for static fire tests, in addition to descriptive docurment tedt
historic pilings, which are much closer than 3.4-6.4 miles from the laurch site.
However, the existing text on structural damage probability remains urclear and 3.11.2 . . — _
potertially misleading for closer stractures. Therefore, to better clarify e mearning rh 54 | 4-16 4.3.1.2 The discussion of noise here is dismissive of the volume and type of traffic traveling | NPS-PAAL
and applicability of the study results, we request the following text change: 5H 4 daily in support of the facilities which is over and above the noise generated by 394
“According to the urweighted Lmax levels modeled for the Proposed Action, the operation of the facilities themselves,
probablity of notse-induced structural vibration damage o buildings of structures s 1 e
100 Of ol WAy e CKESRED 10 UreHor Polea Vel 8 T3 aa oF 55478 | Seciond3iz Ina POEISVA PS 3G ofihe Toralo Al | 1PS IMRNR
greater, which is 3.4 miles from the launch pad in the vertical launch aea for the and Battlefield NHP (and Palmitc Ranch Batlefield MHL) and specific sensitive receivers
Falcon @ and 6.4 miles for the Faicon Heawy." 419 such as the NHP Batiefield Overlook, when they fall within the extent of each figure "
— {Figures §-21 in Appendix D) In response, FAA's contractor stated that “This
52 | 414 Secton 421.2 We speculate that one means for raducing potential adverse effects oflaunches and | NPS IMR-NR: information is included in the EIS., Section 4.3 but we cannot find this information 3.11.1
test fires ta the Cypress Pilings, Palmetio Pilings, and Historical Marker could be We specifically request that Figures 4.3-1, 432, 4.3-3, and 4.3-4 be augmented to e
orientation of the launch pad flame trench (duct) shown in DEIS Exhibi: 2.1-3. If the disclose the boundaries and thereby the imp of Palo Alto i
flame trenchies) is sufficiently deep and is oriented in a drection to minimize notse- NHP and Paimito Ranch Battiefield NHL.
induced vibration (and other i impac: 5) at these historical sites, then this should be |
considered as a potential sure. Acoustic ivity of flame trench 3.11.2 56 | 4-25 Section 4312 NPS requested and notes that descripive text was added on DEIS page 4-14 to NPS IMR-NR
plume(s), as well a5 plume length and intensity, should be considered for close sites address the larger interpersonal distance and resulting functional consequences of
‘We speculate that a single flame trznch {on ane side only as shown in Exhibit 2.1-3), racket launch noise on the i il f interpretive MPS al
directed away from sensitive resources, may be preferable. “addition of Tume Above 52 uBA lc Table 4.3-3, as well as descriptive text to disclose
 J the i action...” NPS notes that Time Above
52 dBA has been added to DEIS Table 43- 3, but there is no descriptive text in the
adpcent paragraph on the functional conseq) of this metric. NPS
requests addition of the pive text to the on page 4-25 395
following Table 4.3-3: "Outdoor speenh interference can be expressed as a =
of mong two people speaking in a normal voice at
approximately 1 meter (3.28 ft) apart orfor outdoor interpretive programs where
the communication distance may be up to 5-10 meters (18.4-32.8 feet) apart for
normal of raised voice levels, respectively. The model results shown in Table
4.3-3 indicate that speech intelligibility would drop belaw 95 percent for a time period
of upto 3 to 5 minutes per launch for two people speaking at approximatety 1 meter
apart and speech intelligibility would drop below 95 percent for a time period of
Volume Il Comments on the Draft EIS 16 May 2014
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A-02 A-02
up to 7 to & minutes per launch for outdoor interpretive programs where the 395 62 | 482 4101 ) . ) NPS-PAAL
communication distance may be up to 5-10 meters (16.4-32.8 feet| apart.” Traffic ofl vehicles per day are given here. On page 4-59
(Cont,) and in Appendix K, the increase in tralfic during construction is given as 137 vehicles
per day. Which is correct? Also, in both locations, night time construction truck 3.14.8
traffic is proposed. This will greatly increase the potential for animal mortality on
dways and p ially the loss of individuals from one or more of the
d. i species lations in the area, .
63 | 56 Section 5.2 2 Curmnul: 1) We lyzing the cumulative effects to all Section 4{f) properties, not | NPS IMR-EQ
Effects, Section 4(f) Justthe NHL. 2) Please venfy that all the effects of all actions in the cumulative
Properties scenario have been analyzed The viewing platform project, in addition tothe wind 3.21.2
farm will affect the NHL. Also, once the cumulative scenario has been broadened
(as suggested in the cover letter), then we recommend analyzing the effects of all
projects with regards to all Section 4(f) properties
57| 4-28 44.1.2 The viewshed analysis needs to indude the 65 -85 foot high structures slated for the | NPS-PAAL 64 (59 Section 525 1) Comment: Wherever the word “setfing” occurs related to the NHL, addthe words | NPS-IMR-
control center area as well, 3.11.1 “location and feeling” 2) Comment: Third Paragraph, Second Sentence Add “._.and | NHL
56| 431 | Secbon4a51.1 Viherever the word “seling’ oooure felated 1o the NI, a0d the words focation and | NPS-TNR- i . Ec"’,?l'e:f:f; meshmzr;: g:;:."gfﬂ;‘:':g’:; :‘mﬁl‘:’r““ tall 3.11.3
:f';? feeling HHL 3.11.3 woukd introduce...* 3) Cormmert. Las! Sentence Delete “not be significan” and 3213
59450 |47.12 Assuming water for the deluge and potable water systems could not be obtained | NPS-PAAL replace with "be reduced
from the aquifer, water would need to be trucked to the facilities, the stated 3.11.5 65| 61 6.1 In addition to the cleanup of the beaches, SpaceX should participate in the Adopt a | NPS-PAAL
quantities required would require 3,160 round trips for a 5,000 gallon tank truck, i Road litter cleanup campaign to manage litter along the length of SH 4 through the 3.22.2
This would support eperations for 24 weeks and obviously would increase if USFWS lands.
operations increased after 2022. An impact to the area not clearly noted. 66 | 62 6.2 During construction, mitigation measures should be put into place to safeguard the | NPS-PAAL
60 | 4-61 4312 Mention is made of Appendix K - Ground Traffic and Transportation with relation to | NPS-PAAL 1936 Palmetto Pilings Historic Marker from damage due to construction truck
wildlife mortalities. Review of Appendix K raises questions. The calculations for traffic. The pull out for the marker is an obwious staging or turn around point and
traffic volumes related to operations again omits any mention of all the service and the marker could easily be struck and damaged by construction vehicles. Bollards or
support trucking required. Rough estimates for 2022 based on water and fuel railings to protect the marker are one suggestion. Al facilities should be sainted to 3.22.3
deliveries alone would require 3,150 trucks for water and 733 trucks for LOX and 3.11.5 blend into the environment to minimice visual impacts. Colors and paintschemes
RP1(550,000/9,000% 12). Applying the conversion Factor given in Appendix K of 1.5 including stenciled camouflage patterns should be approved by officials having
passenger cars per truck, this segment of supporting traffic adds an additional 5,840 jurisdiction.
cars that are not considered in the appendix,
- 67|62 6.3 Consider use of LED lighting technology and use "Dark of Night Sky" planning for all NPS-PAAL
61| 4-72 4912 As noted in the comment above, as illustrated in Table 4.9-1, there ars large. NPS-PAAL exterior lights as much as possible. 3.11.1
quantities of fuels that will need to be delivered. The numbers and impacts of that 3.11.5 68 | 62 64 Prepare nominations for all NRHP eligble resources not currently NRHP lsted and | NPS-PAAL
traffic on the NHL and NWR are nct clearly discussed in the document. submit. 3.22.5
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Section 6.3

In a PDEISv4 comment, NPS commented that "The Section 6.3 noise nitigation
measures, as written, are limited {o occupational noise exposure and residential
areas. A G could include 1of launch
datesflimes with cooperating agencies to minimize adverse impacts or wildlife and to
avoid outdoor use conflicts during special events at Pale Alto Batilefield NHP and
Palmito Ranch Battiefield NHL, for example. Wi ask that coordination of launch
schedules with the NHP and NHL be included as a potential noise mitigation
measure.” FAMA's confractor provided an inadequate response that “SpaceX will notfy
MNPS and THC of upcoming launches" and NPS notes that PDEISv4 Section 6.3
Moise mitigations have been remaoved entirely from the DEIS. We request that the
removed Noise mitigation section be returned to Section &, and we request addition
of the fellowing text: “"Measures that could be implemented to reduce the impacts of
noise on the surrounding residential areas and historic sites include the following: *
c of launch with NPS and other land management
agencies

A-02

3.22.6

70|62

Secton 6.4

‘W speculate that one means for raducing potental adverse effects of launches and
test fires to the five historic properties could be orientation of the launch pad flame
trench (duct) shown in DEIS Exhibt 2.1-3. If the flame trenchies) is sufficiently deep
and is orierted in a direction that would minimize impacts on sensitive resources,
then this should be considered anc added to Section 6.4 as a potential mitigation
measure for this resource (and petentially to other Chapter & sections) We speculate
that a single flame trench (on one side only as shown in Exhibit 2.1-3), directed away
from tive historic , may be

NPS MR- | |

3.22.3

1| &2

Section 5.4

Comment: First Bullet Add " matenal, light color and camouflage paint
schemes "

NPS IMR-

NHL 3.22.3

72| 64

6711

Where do the provisions of 2 b, apply - only on roadways owned by SpaceX? How
will this be enforced?

73| 64

6711

NPS-PAAL
3.22.7

Under item 4 - all fill not obtained on site should be treated or certified as free from
nan-native plant species seeds

74| 66

Secton 6.6

NPS-PAAL
|3.22.8

‘We speculate that one means for raducing potential adverse effects of launches and
test fires to water resources could be orentation of the launch pad flame trench
(duct) shown in DEIS Exhibit 2.1-3. I the flame trench(es) is sufficienty deep and is
oriented in a direction that would minimize impacts on sensitive resources, then this
should be considered and added to Section 6.6 as a potential mitigation measure for
this resource (and potentially to other Chapter 6 sections). We speculate that a single
flame trench (on one side only as shown in Exhibit 2.1-3), directed away from
sensitive waler resources, may be preferable.

SR
MPS IMR-NR

3.22.3

75| C-2

Appendix C Section 106 and
Section 4(f) Consultation

In addition to the corespondence that FAA sent to agencies and tibes, 1 would be
helpful to include the responses that you have received from agencies and tribes.

-
NPS IMR-EQ

3.22.3
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
GALVESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P. 0. BOX 1228
GALVESTON TX 77553-1220

JUN 17208

Policy Analysis Section

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Impact Statement, SpaceX

Ms. Stacey M. Zee.

Environmental Specialist, Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS, ¢/o Cardno TEC Ine.

275 West 27 Street - Suite 1107

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Ms. Zee:

This is in response to a request for comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Version Space X Texas Launch Site (DEIS) prepared by the Federal Aviation Administration
Office of Commercial Space Transportation (FAA) and published April 2013, The DEIS for the
SpaceX Texas Launch Site addresses the potential environmental impacts of the proposed federal
action, where the FAA would issue launch licenses end/or experimental permits to SpaceX that
would allow SpaceX to conduct launches of the Falcon 9 and Falcon Heavy orbital vertical
launch vehicles and a variety of reusable suborbital Jaunch vehicles from a private launch site on
privately owned property in Cameron County, Texas.

The 1.5, Army Corps of Engineers, Galveston District (Corps) has completed a thorough review
of the document and identified three areas of concern in the DIES pursuant to the regulation of
waters of the United States. These issues include; 1) Purpose and Need, 2) Alternatives
Analysis, and 3) Mitigation. While these issues are briefly addressed, regulaticens pertaining to
waters of the United States, specifically 40 CFR. Par: 230 (commonly referred to as the 404(b)(1)
Guidelines, require a detailed analysis of these issues be disclosed in the appropriate National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) disclosure document. The Corps has three recommendations
to insure that these statutory requirements are met.

Purpose and Need

The Corps develops a basic project purpose based on the applicant’s stated project purpose to
conclude if the project requires access or proximity to the special aquatic site, such as a wetland,
and discloses this conelusion in the appropriate NEFA documentation. The Corps also requires,
pursuant to 33 CFR 320.4, that the need for the project be clearly identified and disclosed in the
NEPA document. In situations involving two or more agencies that have a decision to make on
the same proposed action, it is prudent to jointly develop a purpose and need statement that may
prevent problems later that may delay completion of the NEPA process. In understanding that

A-03

2-

the FAA’s mission is to encourage, facilitate, and promote commercial space launch and reentry
aclivities, the Corps’ requested, by letter dated February 4, 2013, that the attached language be
included in Section 1.3 Purpose and Need rather than attempt to develop a statement jointly.
While the requested language was included in the DEIS, it was inappropriately relegated to
Section 1.2.2 Role of Cooperating Agencies rather than included in the appropriate Purpose and
Need section. The Purpose and Need statement is important to the Corps’ independent legal
responsibilities and provides the framework for the Corps to conduct an appropriate alternatives
analysis. The Corps requests that the language be properly included in the Purpose and Need
section of the FEIS so that the Corps is not required to supplement these NEPA documents
during its permit review process.

Alternative Analysis

The Corps can only issue a permit for the least environmentally damaging practicable alternative
(LEDPA) that meets the project purpose. The project purpose is used by the Corps to evaluate
practicable alternatives to the proposed project. An alternative is practicable if it is available and
capable of being done afier taking into consideration cost, existing technology, and logistics in
light of overall project purposes. If it is otherwise a practicable alternative, an area not presently
owned by the applicant which could reasonably be obtained, utilized, expanded or managed in
order to fulfill the basic purpose of the proposed activity may be considered.

The alternatives analysis in the DEIS is based on siting criteria so narrow as to eliminate all
reasonable alternatives without disclosure of their impacts. In addition, based on the current
analysis, the Corps cannot conclude if the alternatives are practicable. As a Cooperating Agency,
thz Corps requests the FAA expand the alternative analysis to clearly describe why the
alternatives are not practicable under FAA statutory and regulatory requirements.

Mitigation

Pursuant to the 404(b)(1) Guidelines, the Corps may not issue a permit until the applicant
demonstrates that they have taken all appropriate and practicable steps to avoid and minimize
adverse impacts to waters of the United States, including wetlands. Avoidance and minimization
of proposed impacts to wetlands are assessed using a herd look at the on-site alternatives
analysis. Once the applicant has de d that wetlands have been avoided and minimized
to the greatest extent practicable, compensatory mitigation may be required to ensure that
proposed action in compliance with the 404({b)(1) Guidelines and does not result in a significant
impact on the human environment,

InSection 4.7 Water Resources of the DEIS, the wetland section concludes with the statement
“the FAA has determined there is no practicable alternatives to such construction, and the
Proposed Action includes all practicable measures to minimize harm to wetlands which may
result from construction.” However, in numerous communications with SpaceX, SpaceX has
indicated that they are able to further design the site to avoid and minimize impacts to wetlands
and tidal sand flats. Additional minimization efforts documented in the FEIS should include,

A-03

331 |
(Cont.),

3456

3456
3.13.6

3.13.1¢
3.13.6
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but not be limited to: limiting affects on the daily tidal regime of avoided wetlands; limiting
stormwater affects on avoided tidal wetlands; limiting ecological perturbences resulting from
development and operation of the SpaceX facility; and impacts to critical habitat for endangered
species.

Onee all appropriate and practicable steps to avoid and minimize adverse impacts to waters of
the United States have been documented in the FEIS, a compensatory mitigation plan in
accordance with 33 CFR 332.4(c) must be documentzd. SpaceX has proposed a preservation
plan for unavoidable impacts. Based on comments received from the resource egencies, the
Corps recommends SpaceX incorporate an enhancement plan in addition or in place of their
preservation plan to assure there is no significant loss of wetland function within the watershed.

Conelusion

The Corps is required, pursuant to the M andum of Ag t between the FAA and Corps,
to provide special expertise with respect to environmental issues concerning waters of the
United States. While the Corps is neither a proponert or opponent of the proposed SpaceX
project, projects that are not compliant with the 404({b)(1) Guidelines may not be authorized.
The Corps recommends that the SpaceX provided the necessary information and FAA include
the information required prior to publishing the FEIS.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Mr. Jayson M, Hudson at the
letterhead address or by telephone at 409-766-3108 cr email at
Jjayson.m. hudson{@usace. army.mil.

Sincerel

Chdef, Folicy Analysis Section

Enclosures

Copy Furnished:

Mr. Steve Davis

Space Exploration Technologies
1030 15" St NW, Suite 220E
‘Washington, DC 20005

A-03
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(Cont.)
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Attachment 1
Corps Purpose and Need.

Applicant’s Stated Purpose and Need:

SpaceX proposed a private launch site in order to accommodate the number of launches that the
company has on its launch manifest. The proposed private launch site is needed to provide
SpaceX with an exclusive launch facility that would allow the company to accommodate its
launch manifest and meet tight launch windows.

Basic Project Purpose and Water Dependency Determinati

The Basic Project Purpose is to construct and operate a commercial vertical launch facility
(spaceport) on privately owned property. The project is considered to be “non-water dependent”
as it does not require siting in or on a special aquatic site, such as a wetland, to mect the basic
project purpose.

Overall Project Purpose

The Overall Project Purpose is to construct and operate a commercial vertical launch facility
(spaceport) to launch the Falcon 9 and Falcon Heavy orbital vertical launch vehicles and a
variety of reusable suborbital launch vehicles from a launch site on privately owned property.
The proposed private launch site is needed to provide SpaceX with an exclusive launch facility
that would allow the company to meet tight launch windows.
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“2013, Afo de la Lealtad Institucional y Centenario del Efército Mexicano™

Washington D.C., June 20, 2013
Additional Questions from SEMARNAT

actions will safeguard the integrity of people and wildlife in the area?

planed to be built on? What kind of discharges would they be if any? What are the prevention
and mitigation measures for this?

+ What are the preventive and response actions towards potential emergencies? How these :|3 20.4

« Are you forecasting residual waters discharges in the wetlands at which the launch site is J
3.20.8

+ What trans boundary environmental impacts are you considering? ] 3.20.1
«  How can you guarantee that in general, wildlife won't experience significant impacts? ]3'20'2
« What are the prevention or mitigation actions? :l 3.202 Rio Bravo".
+ Will the Matamoros inhabitants be exposed to sound pollution by the launching of rockets? j3-20.3

PROTECTION AREA OF FLORA AND FAUNA

LAGUNA MADRE Y DELTA DEL RIO BRAVO

APPENDIX 1

Biological wealth Protection Area of Flora and Fauna of “Laguna Madre y Delta del

Regarding the EIS assessment CHORDATES
. T ., Mammals 50 59 5 7 1 1
« What environmental groups are participating in the assessment of the EIS, and which of them ]3_20_5 Birds 165 267 2 6 16 2
have provided inputs? Reptiles 37 a7 5 8 12 2
« What are the results/opinions in terms of the ecosystems and fauna that could be affected with ] 3.20.6 Amphibians 12 15 1 2
the construction of the launch site? Fish 82 110 1 1
ECHINODERMS
+ What other Mexican Government Agencies or NGO's have been considered in this 3.20.5 | |Echincids 6 7
consultation? o Asteroidean 6 6
Ophiuroids 1 1
Regarding the Public Hearing Holothurian 2 2
. “ I - - ARTHROPODS
+ What are the conclusions regarding the “potential inevitable effects to the sensitive pristine 3.20.6
habitat and the species belongingto it? Crustaceans [ & &
P ging MOLLUSKS
Regarding the Biological Assessment Gastropods 28 33
Bivalves 31 39 2
« What are the protection and mitigation measures towards preventing negative affectations to 3.20.2 | [ Cephalopods 3 3
species such as birds, pumas, ocelots, jaguarondis and manatees? o ANNELIDS
] ] . . Polychaety 5 6
= Are migratory routes of birds under risk of affectation? 33.20.7 cni:;;:s ]
. . . . Pa— 3.20.7 | | Hydrozoans [ 4 4
Are you planning to launch rockets during the bird migration season? :l VEGETATION
+ Have you identified potential risks to endemic marine species? More specifically, are you Plants 255 399 3 2 5 5
considering potential risks for turtle nesting because of noise, vibrations, lights or side effects 3.20.6 | | Macroalgae 73 119
of rocket launching? What are the prevention and mitigation risks for this? Phytoplan 50 96
TOTAL 857 1285 17 25 39 10
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COMISION NACIONAL DE AREAS NATURALES PROTEGIDAS
DIRECCION REGIONAL PLANICIE COSTERA Y GOLFO DE MEXICO

DESCRIPTION
LAGUNA MADRE AND RIO BRAVO DELTA FLORA AND FAUNA

PROTECTION AREA.
CONTENIDO
GENERAL DESCRIPTION ....coiiiiiiiiciccss i 2
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION ........ 2
PHYSICAL AND GEOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS .... e 3
WEGETATION ...t s s st s 3
FAUNA. ... . d
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES .. .6
SUBZONES UNDER INFLUENCE BY THE LAJNCH BASE ACCORDING TO THE
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM PROJECT OF THE NATURAL PROTECTED AREA.......... 7
PRESERVATION SUBZONE ..ottt sttt s 7
NATURAL RESOURCES SUSTAINABLE USAGE SUBZONE A.......cccoovvvmiiinciiiinnn 1

APPENDIX 1. Biclogical Richness Graph of the Laguna Madre and Rio Bravo Delta Flora and
Fauna Protection Area.

APPENDIX 2. List of birds of the northern zone of the Laguna Madre and Rio Bravo Delta
Flora and Fauna Protection Area

APPENDIX 3. Migration route of Kemp's ridley sea turtle which have nested in Rancho
Nuevo.
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The Laguna Madre and Rio Bravo Delta Flora and Fauna Protection Area (APFFLMDRB for its
initials in Spanish) was established through a Federal Executive Order published in the Official
Journal of the Federation on April 15, 2005. It is located in the municipalities of Matamoros, San
Fernando and Scto la Marina in the state of Tamaulipas, and it encompasses a suface of 572 808-
60-94.22 hectares.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The Texas and Tamaulipas region of Laguna Madre is part of the ecoregion named Prairies and
Marshes of the Coast of the Gulf of Mexico, covering an area from the Mississippi Delta in
Louisiana, all the way to the Soto La Marina River in Mexico, occupying parts of the states of Texas
and Tamaulipas, and with a coastal line of approximately 1000 kilometers (620 mies), including 22
primary bays and 19 large rivers (Bergan, In; Tunnel Jr. And Judd, 2002).

This area possesses a great biological richness and diversity due to its location, since it is located
between two biogeographic regions, the Neartic and Neotropical, and also because it receives
water from two hydrological regions, the Rio Bravo and the San Fernando — Seto La Marina basins,
while also having the influence of two marine provinces, the Carolinian and the Caribbean. All these
factors allow for the origin of different types of soils, climates and rain and humidity regimes, making
this region the northern distribution limit along the Gulf of Mexico of tropical vegetations such as
middle forests and deciduous forests. Aleng with these factors, the area is the center of the
migration of waterfowl, semi-aquatic and land birds, and in it reside 15% of the total migrating birds
which come to Mexico from Canada and the United States.

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION

On February 2" 2004, the Tamaulipas portion of the _aguna Madre was included in the RAMSAR
Convention as a Wetland of International Importance, and it was registered as Ste Number 1362
with the name Laguna Madre, with a total of 307324 hectares. The critenia by which it was
catalogued as a Wetland of International Importance are among others: it is considered the
country's largest water body, with a surface of 272,844.6 has, because it gives hibernation habitat
to 15% of all wintering water fowl arriving to Mexico during the southward migration. It is also
recognized by BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL as an Endemic Bird Area of the World

The Tamaulipas’ Laguna Madre is also part of the Morth American Wetland Conservation Flan
(NAWCP), and it is acknowledged as the number 1 ranked wetland among 28 wetlands of priority
for migrating waterfowl in Mexico (DUMAC, 2004).

On October 27, 2006, the Laguna Madre and Rio Bravo Delta Flora and Fauna Prctection Area was
included in UNESCO's Man and the Biosphere Program because it fulfilled the objective of
contributing towards the conservation of the landscapes, ecosystems, species and genetic diversity.

The Mational Commission for the Knowledge and Usage of Biodiversity (CONABIO for its initials in
Spanish), has established priority sites for biological conservation in Tamaulipas’ Laguna Madre,
including the following: Land Priority Region Number 83 (RTP-83), Laguna Made (Arriaga ef al.
2000); Hydrological Priority Region Number 42 (RHP-42), International Rio Bravo and Hydrological
Priority Region Mumber 71 (RHP-71), San Fernandc River (Arriaga ef al 2000);, Marine Priority
Region Number 44 (RMP-44), Laguna Madre and the Marine Priority Region Number 45 (RMP-45),
La Pesca — Rancho Nueve (Arriaga ef af. 1998)

The Laguna Madre and Rio Bravo Delta Flora and Fauna Protection Area is also considered an
Area of Relevance for Bird Conservation in three locations (AICA-67, AICA-230 and AICA 235).

‘auna Laguna Madre y Delta del Rio Bravo Pigina 2
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oo oo SRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

The Laguna Madre and Rio Bravo's Delta constitute one sole ecological unit, encompassing 255
km?® inside the 457 km of the State of Tamaulipas' shore line. It is part of the Northern Gulf Coastal
Plains Physiographic Region and of the Tamaulipas’ Coastal Plain Sub-province (INEGI, 1883).
From a geomorphologic point of view, it is an accumulation of sandy beaches formed by alluvial,
lacustrine, eolic and litoral deposits made of clays, limes and sands. It is located between two
Hydrological Regions, the Rio Bravo Basin (RH-24) and the San Fernando River — Soto La Marina
Basin.

The intertidal marshes extend over 50,800 hectares, and they are an essential habitat and food
supply for migrating waterfowl. These marshes are considered unique because the flooding and
lasting of the marshes is influenced in a higher proportion by wind tides and storms than by
astronomical tides. When these marshes are flooded they attract a great arrount of shorebirds,
bank birds, crabs and fish,

BIOLOGICAL TRAITS

The Laguna Madre, given its rich physical traits, has a great amount of biological richness and it is
the habitat to many species, especially migratory ones. APPENDIX 1. Biological Richness Graph
of the Laguna Madre and Rio Brave Delta Flora and Fauna Protection Area,

VEGETATION

Aquatic Vegetation. In the brackish and sea waters there is a great richness of benthic
macroalgae and microscopic algae of diverse groups which extend all throughout the lagoon.

Cattail Reedbeds. They are a densely populated community of herbaceous plants, rooted in
swampy places, and with short and narrow leaves. In the region, these are not very abundant, but
they can be found in the different fresh water bodies and currents in the region.

Coastline Dune Vegetation. Coastline dune vegetation covers all islands in the barrier which
separates the Laguna Madre from the Gulf of Mexico. This dune vegetation has adapted to tolerate
high salinity concentration, low water availability ard the accumulation of sediments. These areas
allow for the arrival of 4 sea turtle species, all of which are considered in danger of
extinction, and which use the shore to lay their eggs.

Vegetation in Barrier Island. a) There is hebaceous and crawling vegetation, perennial
rhizomatous weeds or with stolons. There are also grasslands made up of sea oats; this vegetation
is distributed in all 220 km of beaches, and its composition varies from one place to the other. b)
Low thorny shrub vegetation; this shrubs are about 30 cm fall in average. ¢) High shrub vegetation;
these shrubs can reach up to 3 meters in height, and in some cases, they are distributed in stands
upte 1 kmin length. These have only been observed in the southern parts of the Protected Area.

See grasses. See grasses extend in over 48 thousand hectares and are themselves a very
important community from many perspectives. These are highly productive sites, and can be
compared to any regular crop in the mainland. They also serve as traps for sedments, stabilization
of sediments suspended in water, and in general improve the quality of the water around them.
They prevent the erosion of the seabed and help recycle nutrients and to oontnbute to the clearness
of the water. Thirty six percent of the world's Redhead duck p lati pends on see
grasses from Laguna Madre as a main source of food.

Halophyte Vegetation groups. Halophyte vegetation is established in the areas where the fresh
water supply is limited. These places are part of tre tidal areas, and evaporation takes place at a
higher rate than precipitation, which is why they have a sodium-salt-rich bedding

1y Fauna Laguna Madre y Delta del Rio Bravo Pigina3
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—e.g---- @re a very relevant vegetaiion type in the area. They _._ ._., _..
:ommunmes and they are very important for conservation efforts due to their enwronmental
services, since they help stabilize the coastline, reduce the negative effects of storms and tides,
retain and accumulate sediments and pollutants, and also offer food and shelter to a great amount
of species of invertebrates as well as the larvae and juvenile phases of other vertebrates, specially
fish, birds, reptilians and small mammals.

Forests. Towards the southern portion of the protected area one can find three types of forests:
Low evergreen forest, low thorny evergreen forest and low deciduous forest.

Lateral Spine Thorn Scrubs (Tamaulipas’ Thom Scrub). The Tamaulipas Thorny Scrub
represents a type of vegetation endemic to northeastern Mexico, with a restricted distribution to the
states of Coahuila, Muevo Ledn and Tamaulipas. It is one of the main habitats to four feline
species in the region, which are classified as endangered, and are protected by international
conventions.

Savannah. They have a very diverse composition in the herbaceous stratum and have a high
number of herbaceous species, both annual and perennial. The Shrub and Tree stratums are made
of the different species of forests and thorn scrub surrounding the savannah, and their sizes are
usually smaller,

FAUNA

Mammals. There are 147 mammalian species registered for the state of Tamaulipas. Fifty nine of
these species have been registered in the Laguna Madre and Rio Bravo Delta Flora and Fauna
Protection Area, and they are distributed among 50 genres and 26 families, of which the felid family
stands out with six species, three of them in danger of extintion: jaguar (Panthera onca (P)), ocelot
(Leopardus pardalis (F)) and the Margay (Leopardus weidii(P)), one registered as threatened,
the jaguarundi (Herpailurus yagouaroundi (A)), all of them registered in the Official Mexican Norm
NOM-059-SEMARNAT-2010, Environmental protection and Mexican native wild flora and fauna —
Risk categories and specifications for their inclusion exclusion or change — List of endangered
species. The other species of felids are puma (Puma concolor) and the Lynx (Lyrix rufus texanus).
The Cervidae family encompasses white-tailed deer, Odocoileus virginianus texanus and O.
virginianus veracrucis, species which are very important for hunting activities. There are also
endemic species such as the land squirrel Spermcphilus spilosoma, kangaroo rat Dipodomys
compactus and Dipodomys ordii. Four of these species are endemic, 5 are endangered and 7 are
catalogued as threatened. The Bottlenose Dolphin ( Tursipos fruncates (Pr)) is the only fully aquatic
mammal which is known to enter the area between the Mezquital and Barra de La Playa openings,
in front of the town of Enramadas, and also in the Soto La Marina River's mouth.

Birds. There are 378 bird species registered for Tamaulipas, and 261 of them can be found in the
Laguna Madre region. A total of 45 species stand out for being included in the Cfficial Mexican
MNorm NOM-059-SEMARNAT-2010, Environmental protection and Mexican native wild flora and
fauna — Risk categories and specifications for their inclusion, exclusion or change — List of
endangered specie. In the Laguna Madre we can find species with restricted distribution ranges,
endemic species, species in danger of extinction, threatened or rare such as: Amazona oratrix (P),
Pelecanus occidentalis, P. erythrorynchos, Egrefta rufescens(Pr), Buteogalius anthracinus (Pr),
Buteo nitidus, Charadnius mefodus (P), Uropsila leucogastra. The Laguna Madre has 144 resident
species of which 2 are endemic to Mexico, but not specifically to the Laguna Madre, 4 are
endangered, 6 threatened and 16 under special protection.

Two of the most important species are the Redhead dick Athya Americana and the Northen Pintail
Anas acuta, which come every year to winter at the Laguna Madre. The populations of these
species account for between 49% and 23 % of all migrating waterfowl. The Laguna Madre gives
shelter to 36% of the Redhead duck population in the world (Woodin, 1996), which depends greatly
nn the nrecenca nf eaa nrasses. In the Laguna Madre and Rio Bravo Delta over 450 aquatic, semi
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cim meem .. Species come together during their migration fron. __ ___ .
Unrted S!atee including 38 duck and geese species such as the Greater White-fronted Guuse
(Anser albifrons) from Alaska, the Canada Goose (Branfa Canadensis), the Ncrthern Fintail (Anas
acuta), the American Wigeon (Anas Americana) and the Blue-Winged Teal (Anas discors).

The Laguna Madre annually welcomes the greatsst concentration of shorebirds of the Gulf of
Mexico and the Caribbean. Twenty-four species have been registered and some of the shorebirds
such as the Wilson's Plover (Charadrius wilsonia), the Kentish Plover (Charadrius alexandrines
(A)), and the Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus (P]] the Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus), the
Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus) and the Sanderling (Calidris alba) have been
decreasing, which is why the protection of this area is important for their recovery. Also present is
the only breeding colony of white pelican (Pelecanus erythrorhynchos), known all along the
coastline environments in Mexico. The Reddish Egret (Egrefta rufescens (Pr)), and the
Kentish and Piping Plovers are all under the protection of the Federal Law in the United
States, and can all be found in significant quartities nesting and hibernating in the Laguna
Madre.

The Yellow-headed Amazon (Amazona orafrix (P)) and the Red-crowned Amazon
(Amazona viridigenalis (P)) are both endemic to the central part of Tamaulipas and are
considered in danger of extinction. There is also a complex of over 200 islands of different
sizes which stands out at a global level where breeding colonies of the families
Pedicipedidae, Phalacrocoracidae, Pelicanidae, Anatidae, Accipitridae, Falconidae, Charadriidae
and Sternidae can be found. APPENDIX 2. List of birds of the northern zone of the Laguna
Madre and Rio Bravo Delta Flora and Fauna Profection Area

Reptiles. There are 125 registered reptilian species in Tamaulipas and 46 of those are found in
Laguna Madre and its area of influence in terrestrial and freshwater environmerts. Five of the
species are marine reptiles and are under special protection. Some of the relevent reptile species in
the area are the Texas Gopher Tortoise (Gopherus berlandien), the Spiny Softshell Turtle (Apalone
spinifera (P)), and the Pond Slider Turtle (Trachemys scripta). In the island barrier of the Laguna
Madre and Rio Bravo Delta Fauna and Flora Protection Area there are 3 species of endangered
sea turtles which come to lay their eggs: Lepidochelys kempii (P), Caretta carefta (P) and
Chelonia mydas (P). The crocodile (Crocodylus morefetii (Pr)) is a species which has practically
disappeared from the region.

Amphibians. There are 38 species of amphibians reported in Tamaulipas, of those, 15 species are
from Laguna Madre and its influence area. Two frog species of the genus Bufo and the Rio Grande
leopard frog (Rana berfandieri (Pr)) and some small tree frogs of the family Hylicae stand out.

Fish. There are at least 49 families and 110 species of sea, estuarine and fresh water fish in the
Laguna Madre region; of these, 24 are strictly tropical. They are the food scurce for many bird
species such as pelicans, cormorants, shorebirds and herons.

Echinoderms. Echinoderms include animals such as sea urchin, sea dollars, and sea cucumbers.
They are a less studied group, but there are 16 reported species out of which 4 are urchins, 6 are
sea stars, 2 are sea cucumbers, 3 sea biscuits and 1 is an ophiuroid.

Arthropods. Crustaceans (shrimp, crabs, hermit crabs and lobsters) are the best represented and
studied group of arthropods with 69 registered species of macrocrustaceans and microcrustaceans
in the Laguna Madre, There are a large number of scorpions, insects (wasps, butterflies, beetles,
and cicadas), spiders, mites and ticks. Shorebirds feed mainly on these animals.

Mollusks. Mollusks are represented by 4 classes; Gastropods (snails and slugs), Bivalves (clams
and oysters), Polyplacophora (chitons) and Cephalopods (octopuses and squids). Snails and clams
stand out for the richness of species and their abundance (33 and 39 species respectively).

1y Fauna Laguna Madre y Delta del Rio Bravo Pigina 5
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Other invertebrates. There are other invertebrate groups which have been seldomly studied,
however, there are records of & species of Polychaeta (segmented worms) and 4 species of
Cnidarians (Corals, anemone, hydras and jellyfish) in Laguna Madre.

Sea Turtles. In front of the Laguna Madre, there is a migration route of other greatly importart
species: sea turtles. Kemp's ridely sea turtle (Lepidochelys kempii), a species subject to special
protection arrives to the Sanctuary Beach of Rancho Nuevo, Tamaulipas in order to nest, migrating
then to the north along the shore until they arrive to Florida in the United States, where it finds
feeding sites. APPENDIX 3. Migration route of Kemp's ridley sea turtle which have nested in
Rancho Nuevo.

Rio Bravo Delta Fauna and Flora Protection
fynamics of the region are known to provide

The Barrera Island is highly dynamic and is in constant motion, protecting the lagoon itself and its
fisheries, as well as the human populations from the impact of hurricanes and storms. Its motile and
dynamic traits allow it to function as a buffer and to reduce the energy of tidal waves and the
intense winds. It helps to filter rainfall allowing freshwater oasis to exist in the eccsystemn, which is
of great relevance to the flora and fauna and to productive activities, while also forming a barrier to
saline entrances from the sea and from the lagoon. It also brings in nutrients to the lagoon,
femllzmg the nshenes becoming a food and protection supply for the emblematic species

pop of i and sea turtles. It is a regulator of the region’s microcimate

Marshes are some of the most productive ecosystems in the world, and they actively take part in
the enrichment of the water bodies of the Laguna Madre. In them, biological, lozal, regional and
even hemisphere wise relevant species establish themselves, using the Marsh as a source of
shelter, food, rest space and even for breeding. The Marshes contribute to the shelter of dozens of
species which are very important to the fishing industries, and it is there where different species of
crustaceans, mollusks and fish go to feed, and grow.

The islands in general provide diversity in terms of emvironments, freshwater bodies near the inland,
and they support the mangrove communities and in those we can find the communities of resident
and migrating birds. They also provide shelter and food for many mammals during the drought
season, and in those islands the few thorny forests found in the area develop to their fullest, near
the southern region of the Laguna Madre. Also, the mangrove grows in the areas near the brackish
water or to the interior of these areas, in many cases withstanding high salt concentrations, and
they tend to be shelter to a great amount of fish and crustaceans, as well as showing a high level of
relevance as communities which buffer the energy derived from hurricanes and tides. The
production of mangroves is also considered to be high, and they are also considered great centers
for the capture of carbon.

Ecosystems such as the sea grasses, the freshwate- systems, the coastal dunes, the halophyte
vegetation and the intertidal marshes show traits which make them unique and which in a direct or
indirect way make them the source of shelter, food and breeding zones for the different species of
aquatic, semiaquatic and land flora and fauna,
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oo ... IFLUENCEBY THE LAUNCH BASE ACCORDINGTO " _
N TP P P A

According to the Management Program of the Laguna Madre and Rio Bravo Delta Flora and Fauna
Protection Area, the influence of the Space X Launch Base which can have effects due to noise
emissions is idertified in two subzones: the Preservation Subzone and the Natural Resource
Sustainable Usage Subzone A

PRESERVATION SUBZONE

The Rio Bravo's Delta is located in the northern area of the Conservation and Protection Area, and
it is comprised

of a great variety of ecosystems. It borders to the north with the State of Taxas, in the United
States. The marsh is located in a plain which floocs periodically with the waters of the Rio Bravo.
The largest extension of halophyte vegetation which has different species associations is found in
this area. There are some residual areas with other types of unigue vegetation such as Palm
Groves, deciduous forests and the Tamaulipas Thorny Scrub, all with a very diverse species
composition, which are located near the water bodies and which are shelter to a wide diversity of
wild fauna such as marmmals, reptiles and birds.

NATURAL RESOURCES SUSTAINABLE USAGE SUBZONE A

Polygon 1, Black Sea Lagoon is located in the northernmost zone of the Protected Area and it
receives water from the Rio Bravo. In this location we can find the largest area with black mangrove
formed by black mangrove (Avicennia germinans). This site is highly productive and it has a large
impact on fisheries. It is also a site for nesting and shelter of resident aquatic birds such as the
White Heron, the Diving Duck and other migrating aguatic birds.

Polygon 2, Rio Bravo Delta is located in the northern area of the Protected Area. It is next to the
beach zone, and in it we can find young and well established dune areas which are known as the
most extensive motile dunes in the entire Protectzd Area, and they can take up to 5 thousand
hectares.

Polygoen 3, Rio Bravo Detla — Higuerillas is located in the northern area of the Protected Area. In
it we can find the presence of isolated black mangrove (Avicennia germinans) communities, which
have an impact on fisheries due to their high preductivity. This area has zones with a tendency for
flooding and marshes covered by halophyte vegetation which can stand the high salt concentration.
The northernmost record for Low subevergreen thormy forest is found in this polygon. There are
also important patches of wild vegetation such as the Tamaulipas thomy scrub in the zone, which
are home to a high diversity of wild fauna among which the presence of reptiles, birds and
mammals stand out. In this zone one can also find great extensions of wetlands, and small patches
of Izotal. In this area there are also communities cf cacti dominated by the genus Opuntia, which
are thought to have originated by cattle raisers as a means to provide food for cattle. In the high
banks area one can also find the presence of Savannah with Manfreda siferi. These diverse flora
associations are the habitat to a great number of species of mainly mammals and birds which use
them for food, shelter, resting areas, transit areas and breeding
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between Mexico and the United States to fry and restore the Kemp's ridley; ne_sting
population. The movements of nesting turtles are being monitored using satellite
telemetry to determine where they go after they have completed nesting for the
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DEL RIO BRAVO”

Species: Kemp's Ridley

Life Stage: Adult

Gender: Female

Release Date: 2011-04-28 10:00:00
Release Location: Rancho Nuevo,
Tamaulipas

Last Location: 2011-09-14 09:25:17

Background

This is an adult Kemp's ridley sea turtle that

emerged to nest on April 28, 2011 on the beach of Rancho Nuevo, Tamaulipas,

Mexico. This turtle was outfitted with a WILDLIFE COMPUTER MK10A-Argos,
satellite transmitter
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Release Date: 2011-04-28 10:00:00 Release Date: 2011-04-28 10:00:00
Release Location: Rancho Nuevo, Release Location: Rancho Nuevo,
Tamaulipas Tamaulipas
Last Location: 2012-03-12 11:17:12 Last Location: 2012-07-08 10:21:31
Background click map for full-size version Background
Chris (100392) (Kemp's Rdley) is 77 km S of the
This is an adult female Kemp's ridley sea turtle 6025t of United States and 143 km from Port This is an adult female Kemp's ridley sea turtk
that emerged to nest on April 28, 2011 on the that emerged to nest on April 28, 2011 on the
beach of Rancho Nuevo, Tamaulipas, Mexico. This turtle was seen again nesting beach of Rancho Nuevo, Tamaulipas, Mexico
on May 23, 2011 on the beach of Rancho Nuevo. WILDLIFE COMPUTER MK10A-Argos, satelli
This turtle was outfitted with a WILDLIFE COMPUTER MK10A-Argos, satellite
transmitter.
Pagina 4de 16 Pagina 5de 16

Volume Il Comments on the Draft EIS 28 May 2014



Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

A-04 A-04
DEL RIO BRAVO”

3KB) B)
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Release Date: 2011-04-28 00:00:00 Release Date: 2011-04-28 10:00:00
Release Location: Rancho Nuevo, Release Location: Rancho Nuevo,
Tamaulipas Tamaulipas
Last Location: 2011-11-09 22:40:39 Last Location: 2011-12-07 17:41:02
Background Background
This is an adult female Kemp's ridley sea tu This is an adult female Kemp's ridley sea turth
that emerged to nest on April 28, 2011 on it that emerged to nest on April 28, 2011 on the
beach of Rancho Nuevo, Tamaulipas, Mexi beach of Rancho Muevo, Tamaulipas, Mexico
WILDLIFE COMPUTER MK10A-Argos, sat: WILDLIFE COMPUTER MK10A-Argos, satelli
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Release Date: 2010-07-21 13:56:00
Release Location: Rancho Nuevo, Mexico
Last Location: 2010-10-20 22:22:38

Background

This is an adult female Kemp's ridley sea tu
that emerged to nest on July 21, 2010 on th
Tamaulipas, Mexico. This turtle was outfitte
Argos, Fast-GPS satellite transmitter tag. Tl
Shaver, Ph.D. with the National Park Servic

Pagina 8 de 16

A-04

B)

ey

Release Date: 2011-06-05 17:00:00
Release Location: Rancho Nuevo,
Tamaulipas, Mexico

Last Location: 2012-01-22 17:59:19

Background
Thia is an adult female Kemp's ridley sea turth
that emerged to nest on June 5, 2011 on the

beach of Rancho Nuevo, Tamaulipas, Mexico
SIRTRACK KiwiSat101, satellite transmitter.
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11
idley
1-06-05 17:00:00
rerase Luocauun;: Rancho Nuevo,
Tamaulipas
Last Location: 2012-07-23 04:11:14
Background
Thia is an adult female Kemp's ridley sea turtle Orleats

that emerged to nest on June 5, 2011 on the beach of Rancho Nuevo, Tamaulipas,
Mexico. This turtle was outfitted with a SIRTRACK KiwiSat101, satellite transmitter.

Pagina 10de 16
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leahal (1NNANR)

)
By

Life Stage: Adult
Gender: Female
Release Date: 2011-06-05 17:00:00
Release Location: Ranchoe Nuevo,
Tamaulipas, Mexico

Last Location: 2011-06-21 22:09:26

Background
Thia is an adult female Kemp's ridley sea turth

that emerged to nest on June 5, 2011 on the t
Mexico. This turtle was outfitted with a SIRTRACK KiwiSat101, satellile transmitter.
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Qara (1NNAN2N

B)
2KB)

[ — . 111
Life Stage: Adult
Gender: Female
Release Date: 2011-06-05 17:00:00
Release Location: Rancho Nuevo,
Tamaulipas

Last Location: 2012-01-26 20:45:52

Background
Thia is an adult female Kemp's ridley sea tu
that emerged to nest on June 5, 2011 on th

beach of Rancho Nuevo, Tamaulipas, Mexico. This turtle was outfitted with a
SIRTRACK KiwiSat101, satellite transmitter.

Pagina 12de 16
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Marvicea (1ANANDN

B)

-
Life Stage: Adult
Gender: Female
Release Date: 2011-06-05 17:00:00
Release Location: Rancho Muevo,
Tamaulipas
Last Location: 2011-12-22 10:47:14

100 -
Ba d(g round click map for full-size version
Marissa (100402) (Kemp's Rdley) is 48 km NW
This is an adult female Kemp's ridley sea turtle of the coast of Mexico and 280 km from Merida
that emerged to nest on June 5, 2011 on the beach of Rancho Nuevo, Tamaulipas,

Mexico. This turtle was outfitted with a SIRTRACK KiwiSat101, satellite transmitter.
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AREA DE PROTECCION DE FLORA Y FAUNALAGUNA MADRE Y DELTA DEL RIO BRAVO” AREA DE PROTECCION DE FLORA Y FAUNALAGUNA MADRE Y DELTA DEL RIO BRAVO”
MiAvranna (4002000 Mlavia 1AN2000\
11 ]

B)
CPELIES. S S sy wpsuisa. e o awBy
Life Stage: Adult Life Stage: Adult
Gender: Female Gender: Female
Release Date: 2010-07-23 10:00:00 Release Date: 2010-07-23 10:00:00
Release Location: Release Location: Rancho Nuevo, Mexico
Last Location: 2011-06-10 07:51:40 Last Location: 2010-10-29 17:37:56
Background Background
This is an adult female Kemp's ridley sea tu This is an adult female Kemp's ridley sea turtl
that emerged to nest on July 23, 2010 on th that emerged to nest on July 23, 2010 on the
beach of Rancho Nuevo, Tamaulipas, Mexi beach of Rancho Nuevo, Tamaulipas, Mexico
This turtle was outfitted with a WILDLIFE WILDLIFE COMPUTER MK10-Argos, Fast-G?5 satellite transmitter tag.
COMPUTER MK10-Argos, Fast-GPS satellite transmitter tag.
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NO orden familia genero especie nombre comun| NOM 059 estacionalidad
1|Anseriformes Anatidae A sponsa Pato arcairis Ninguna RARO
Minthia (1AN20Q7)
Rabht fanseritormes  |anatia [anas platyehynchos oo rexicano A INVIERNO
3|Anseriformes Anatidae [ Anas Pato frise Ninguna INVIERNO
ﬂ 4|Anseriformes Anatidae [ Anas Pato chalcuan Ninguna INVIERNO
5|Anseriformes Anatid 4 nas Pato texano A RESIDENTE
6| Anseriformes. Anatidae [Anas discors Cerceta ala azul Ninguna INVIERNOD
7|Anseriformes Anatidae [ Anas cyanoptera Cerceta canela Ninguna INVIERNO
&lanseriformes Anatidae Anas clypeata Pato cucharén Ninguna INVIERNO
3| Anseriformes Anatidae lAnas acuta Pato i Ninguna INVIERNO
'B) 10 [Anseriformes Anatidae L Anas crecca (Cerceta ala verde MNinguna INVIERNO
3KB) 1 (Anseriformes. Anatidae A nser albifrons E:Gr!w Ninguna INVIERNO
. 12|Anseriformes Anatidae [ Aythya valisineria Pato coacoztle Ninguna INVIERNO
wpsuisa. nep o nidley Anseriformes Anatid Laythy " Pato cabeza roj Ni INVIERNO
Life Stage: Adu“ 13 natidae 'a lamericana ‘ato cabezaroja inguna
Gender: Female J[pnseriformes  [anatiae Laythya affinis Pato boludo mayer | Ninguna INVIERNO
Release Date: 2010-07-21 18:00:00
Release Location: Rancho Nuevo, Mexico 15 Anseriformes Anatidae Aythya collaris Pato pico anillado Ninguna INVIERND
Last Location: 2010-09-29 14:05:39 ) ) = ) -
15 | Anseriformes Anatidae Branta c Ninguna INVIERNO
Background 17|Anseriformes Anatidae F}mnm bernicla Ganso de collar Ninguna RARO
18] Anseriformes Anatidae Isuceghah |albecia Pato ronja Ninguna INVIERNO
This is an adult female Kemp's ridley sea tu 1g[Anseriformes Anatid Bucephak langul Porrén esculado Ninguna INVIERNO
that emerged to nest on July 21,20100n th 20]Anseriformes Anatidae Chen caerulescens Ganso blance Ninguna INVIERNO
beach of Rancho Nuevo, Tamaulipas, Mexi 21|Anseriformes Anatidae Chen rossi Ganso de Ross Ninguna INVIERNO
WILDLIFE COMPUTER MK Q—Argos, Fasl-(";‘PS satellite tra_nsmitter tag.This turtle | Anseriformes Anatid I g \ Pilile de 3la blanca Ninguna RESIDENTE
was named after Cynthia Rubio with the National Park Service at Padre Island
Mational Seashore. 23 Anseriformes Anatidae Dendrocygna |bicolor Fijije canelo Ninguna RESIDENTE
24 Anseriformes Anatidae Lophodytes |cucullatus :::;:: cresta Ninguna RARC-INVIERNG
25|Anseriformes. Anatidae Mergus serrator Mergocopetdn Ninguna INVIERNO
26| Anseriformes Anatid i dominicus Pato zambullidor A RARO
27|Anseriformes Anatidae Oxyura |£ammcens5 Pato telpate Ninguna INVIERND
28| Apodiformes Trochilidae Amazalia yucatensis Colibriyucateco Ninguna RESIDENTE
sg|Apodiformes Trochilidae architochus  |cofubris f:::’"""a"'a Ninguna MIGRATORIO
. y . . - y i Tapacaminos o i
N pords . R
10 Capr Ci Chotacabras MNinguna VERANC
Chotacabras
Lol - Ieid P ol
11 (Capr 2 gi i miner zumbdn Ninguna VERANO
. " . _ Chotacabras "
c |
3| Capr Nyctidromus |albicollis aurecue Ninguna RESIDENTE
Pagina 16de 16
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NO orden familia genero especie nombre comun| NOM 059 estacionalidad
13 Charadriiformes Scolopacidae lActitis \macularia Playero alzacolita MNinguna INVIERND
| edr
Charadriiformes  |Scolopacidae lrenaria iriterpres Vueive pledras Ninguna INVIERNO
34 |rojzo
ag| Charadriiformes Scolopacidae Bartramia lengicauda Zarapito ganga Ninguna MIGRATORIO
6 Charadriiformes Scolopacidae Calidris alba Playero blance Minguna INVIERNC
37 Charadriformes  |Scolopacidae Calidris Playera canuto Ninguna INVIERNO
y . ) [Flayero _
38 Charadriformes Scolopacidae Calidris pusilla Ninguna MIGRATORIO
29 Charadriiformes Scolopacidae Calidris mauri Playero occidental Ninguna INVIERNO
Charadriiformes  |Scolopacidae  |Calidris minutitia [Pavero Ninguna INVIERNO
40) P chizhicuilote &
Charadriiformes Scolopacidae Calidris fuscicoflis :‘::Lo rabadilla Minguna MIGRATORIO
41
& Charadriiformes Scolopacidae Calidris melanctos Playerito pectoral Ninguna MIGRATORIO
43 Charadriiformes Scolopacidae Calidris alping Playero dorso rojo Ninguna INVIERNO
44 Charadriiformes Scolopacidae Calidris himantopus Playero zancén MNinguna INVIERNO
Catoptropho . "
as| Charadriiformes  |Scolopacidae s semipalmatus Playero pihuiui Ninguna RESIDENTE
i Charadriifformes  |Charadriidae Charadrius  |alexandrinus Chorlo nevado A RESIDENTE
4p|charadriformes | i c i ilsani Chorlo pico grueso Ninguna RESIDENTE
i . . (Chorlo .
Charadriiformes Charadriidae Charadrius  |semipalmatus N N Ninguna INVIERNG
48] i
49 Charadriiformes  |Charadriidae Charadrius  |melodus Chorlo melodico P INVIERNO
50| Charadriiformes (Charadriidae Charadrius  |vociferus Cherlo tildie Ninguna RESIDENTE
51 Charadriiformes  |Charadriidae Charadrius  |montanus Chorlo llanero A INVIERNO
52 Charadriifformes  |Laridae Chiidonias  |miger Charran negro Ninguna MIGRATORIO
53 Charadriifarmes Scolopacidae Hinag i Agachona comin Ninguna INVIERNO
54| Charadriiformes did. palliatus (Ostrero americano Ninguna RESIDENTE
55| Charadriiformes Recurvirostridae |Himantopus |mexicanus Menjita Ninguna RESIDENTE
56 Charadriiformes Jacanidae Lacana spinosa Jacana del norte Ninguna RARD
9
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57 (Charadriiformes Laridae Larus atricilia Gaviota reidora Ninguna RESIDENTE
58| (Charadriiformes Laridae Larus lpipixcan Gaviota de franklin Ninguna MIGRATORIO

" . " . Gaviota de .
50| Charadriformes  [Laridae Larus philadelphia Ninguna INVIERNO
IBB!\QE([E
(Charadriifermes Laridae Larus delawarensis Gaviota de pico Ninguna INVIERNO
60| anillade
51 (Charadriiformes Laridae Larus argentatus Gaviota plateada Ninguna INVIERNO
(Charadriiformes Scolopacidae Limnodrommu griseus Costurero pico Ninguna INVIERNO
62 5 corto
N Limnodrom Costurero pico
(Charadriiformes Scolopacidae § v scolapaceus Y P Ninguna INVIERNO
83 H Jargo
4| (Charadriifermes Scolopacidae Limosa fedoa Picopando canelo Ninguna INVIERNO
65 (Charadriiformes Scolopacidae Ni lohaeop Zarapito trinador Ninguna INVIERNG
56 Charadriiformes Scolopacidae Numenius americanus Zarapito pico largo Ninguna INVIERNG
gy|charadriiformes  |scolopacidae Phalaropus  |tricolor Falaroso pico largo Ninguna MIGRATORIO
53l (Charadriifermes Charadriidae quatarok Chorla gris Ninguna INVIERNO
= Charadriiformes Charadriidae |Pluvialis dominica Chorla dominico Ninguna MIGRATORIO
70l (Charadriiformes  |Recurvirostridae |Recurvirostra lamericana Avoceta americana Ninguna RESIDENTE
7n (Charadriiformes Laridae [Rynchops niger Rayadar americano Ninguna RESIDENTE
Gelondri i
Charadriformes  [Sternidae Sterna caspia ondrina marina Ninguna RESIDENTE
72 |grande
73 (Charadriiformes  [Sternidae Sterna sandvicensis Charrin patinegro Ninguna RESIDENTE
g|Charadriiformes  [Laridae Sterna caspia Charran caspio Ninguna RESIDENTE
75 (Charadriiformes Laridae Sterna Charran real Ninguna RESIDENTE
78 (Charadriiformes Laridae Sterna hirundo Charran comiin Ninguna MIGRATORIO
77 (Charadriiformes Laridae Sterna forster Charran de Foster Ninguna RESIDENTE
78 (Charadriiformes Laridae Sterna antillarum Charran minimo Pr VERANO
7 (Charadriiformes Laridae Sterna uscata Charran sombrio Ninguna MIGRATORIO
N Charran pico
(Charadriiformes Sternidae Sterna nilatica P Ninguna RESIDENTE
E0) lgruesc
9
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NO orden familia genero especie nombre comun|  NOM 059 estacionalidad
a1 [Charadriiformes Scolopacidae Tringa a illa mayor Ninguna INVIERNO
o Charadrilformes I id: Tringa | flavipes Patamarilla menor Ninguna INVIERNO
8 [Charadriifermes Scolopacidae Tringa solitaria Flavero solitarie Ninguna INVIERNG
B4l iconiiformes Ardeidae [Ardea |herodias Garza morena Ninguna RESIDENTE
B85|Ciconiformes [Ardeidae JArdea aiba Garza blanca Ninguna RESIDENTE
a8 Ciconiiformes Ardeid Bot fe ! Avertoro nortefio A INVIERNO
&7|Ciconiiformes Ardeidae Bubulcus ibis Garza ganadera Ninguna RESIDENTE
38| Ciceniiformes Ardeidae Butorides virescens Garceta verde Ninguna RESIDENTE

a|Ciconiiformes [Cathartidae Cathartes ]aura | Aura Ninguna RESIDENTE
0|Ciconiiformes Cathartidae Coragyps atratus Zopilote Ninguna RESIDENTE

S1|Ciconiformes Ardeidae Egretta thula (Garza zapatitos Ninguna RESIDENTE

a2|Ciconiformes [Ardeidae Egretta caerulea Garceta azul Ninguna RESIDENTE

93| Ciconiiformes [Ardeidae Egrerm tricolor Garceta tricolor Ninguna RESIDENTE

a4|Ciconiiformes Ardeidae @rerra rufescens Garceta rojiza Pr RESIDENTE

95 Ciconiformes Threskiomithidae |Fudocimus  |albus |bis Blance Ninguna RESIDENTE

| Ciconiiformes [Ciconiidae (Mycteria americana Cigiefia americana Pr MIGRATORIO

o|Ciceniiformes nrdeidae Wyctanassa  |violacea ;:;"’ corana Ninguna RESIDENTE

[Fecrete corona

ag| Ciconiformes Ardeidae Nycticorax  |mycticorax negra Ninguna RESIDENTE

99 Ciconiiformes Threskiormithidae |Platalea ajaja Espdtula rosada Ninguna VERAND
100 Ciconiiformes Threskiornithidae |Plegadis chif Ibis cara rosada Ninguna RESIDENTE
101] Ciconiiformes Threskiornithidae |Plegadis falcinellus Ibis cara blanca Ninguna RARO
102] = m C (Columba livia Paloma domestica Ninguna RESIDENTE
103|Columbiformes Columbidae Columba avirostris Faloma morada Ninguna RESIDENTE
104 C: iformes C i (Cofumbir inca Tortola cola larga Ninguna RESIDENTE
105|Columbiformes [Columbidae Columbing |Essenm Tortola coquita Ninguna RESIDENTE
J0g[Columbifarmes [ i Leptotila verreatnd Paloma arroyera Ninguna RESIDENTE
1071 (Calumbiformes [Columbidae Zenaida asiatica Paloma ala blanca Ninguna RESIDENTE
108|Columbiformes C i Zenaidi macrourg Paloma huilota Ninguna RESIDENTE

Aill
[Cuculiformes [Cuculidae [Cocoyzus americanus Cue |.o pico Ninguna MIGRATORIO
109 Jamarilla
110 (Cuculiformes [Cuculidae (Crotophaga  |sulcirostris Garrapatero pijuy Ninguna VERANO
Correcaminos

11i Cuculiformes [Cuculidae Geococoyx  |californianus cami Ninguna RESIDENTE

A-04
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12 Falconiformes Accipitridae [Accipiter striotus Gavild1 pecho rufo Pr INVIERNO
113|Falconiformes. Accipitridae Accipiter cooperii Azor de Copper Pr INVIERNO
114|Falconiformes Accipitridae [Asturing |nitida Aguililla gris Ninguna RESIDENTE
118 Falconiformes Accipitridae Buteo magnirostris Aguilacaminera Ninguna
116 Falconiformes Accipitridae Buteo platypterus Aguilaala ancha Pr MIGRATORIO
117 Falconiformes Accipitridae Buteo Aguilade swainson Pr MIGRATORIO

Falconiformes Accipitridae Buteo albicaudatus uilacola blanca Pr RESIDENTE
118 i Agui
119)Falconiformes Accipitridae Butea |iamaicensis Aguilacola roja Ninguna INVIERNO

. - . Aguilila negra

Falconiformes Accipitridae Buteogallus  |anthracinus Pr RARD
120 menor
121|Faleoniformes Falconidae [Caracara cheriway Caracira Ninguna RESIDENTE
122 Falconiformes. Accipitridae Circus cyaneus Gavild rastrero Ninguna INVIERNO
123|Falconiformes Accipitridae Elanoides licatus Gavildn tijerilla Pr RARD
124 Falconiformes Accipitridae Elanus lewcurus Milane cela blanca Ninguna INVIERNO
1psFaleoniformes  [Falconidae Falco sparverius ::::;f;:o Ninguna INVIERNO
126 Falconiformes Falconidae Faico columbarius Halcdn esmerején Ninguna INVIERNG
127] Falconiformes Falconidae Faico peregrinus Halcdn peregring Pr INVIERNO
128|Falconiformes Accipitridae Haligeetus  |leucocephalus Iva P RARD
129|Falconiformes Accipitridae Jictinia |mr'ssissa;_giensu milanc boreal Pr MIGRATORIO
130 Falconiformes Accipitridae Pandion hall Gavild pescador Ninguna INVIERNG
131 Falconiformes Accipitridae Farabuteo unicinet us Aguililla roji negra Pr RESIDENTE

Gruiformes Rallidae Fulica lamericana Ga”arﬂa Ninguna RESIDENTE
132 |americana

i Gallineta frente :

Gruiformes Rallidae Gallinula chioropus . Ninguna INVIERNG
133| roja
134 Gruiformes Gruidae Grus canadensis Grulla canadiense Pr INVIERNO
135|Gruiformes Rallidae Porphyrula _Imartinica Folla azul Ninguna MIGRATORIO
136|Gruiformes Rallidae [Porzana caroling Pollue a sora Ninguna INVIERND
137 Gruiformes Rallidas Ralius limicota Rascon de Virginia A INVIERNO
138|Passeriformes Icteridae JAgelaius |phoeniceus Tordo sargento Ninguna MIGRATORIO

A i Gorrid bai
Passeriformes Emberizidae mmearamy | svannarum rrion sabanero Ninguna INVIERNG
g pechileonado
139
Zacatcnero

Passeriformes Emberizidae ispi; bil Ninguna RESIDENTE

140 jgargarta negra
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141|Passeriformes Maotacillidae Janthus rubescens Bishita de agua Ninguna INVIERNO . . Bolsero de "
142|Passeriformes Motacillidae anthus [spragueii Bishita llanera Ninguna INVIERNO 17p|Passeriformes cteridae feterus galbula Baltimore Ninguna MIGRATORIO
143 Passeriformes Emberizidae Arremoncps  |rufivirgatus Rascador oliviceo Ninguna RESIDENTE 1731 iformes . lcterus groduacouda :ols;ro cabeza Ninguna RESIDENTE
144|Passeriformes Re mizidae lAuriparus __ |flaviceps Verdin Ninguna INVIERNO 174|Passeriformes Laniidae Lanius |ludovicianus Verdugo Ninguna MIGRATORIO
145 Passeriformes Paridae Baeclophus  |bicolor xri::nero cresta Ninguna INVIERNG 175 Passeriformes Emberizidae 7o i Gorridn melddico Ninguna INVIERNC
4 |Bomby: by cii |Ampeli i y - . " . : ’
| 146|Passeriformes Bom = g:mpt;::;m cedrorum | M :.I::“o = Ninguna INVIERNO | 176 Passeriformes Emberizidae Melospiza lincolnii (Gorridn de Lincoin Ninguna INVIERNG
147 Passeriformes Tyrannidae n by immqrbe Ninguna RESIDENTE
Campylorhyn Map:aca o 177 mes Mimid. Mimus polyglottos [Cenzontle nontefio Ninguna RESIDENTE
i [ Trogledytid ad brunneicapiilus Ninguna RESIDENTE - -
148 chus |desierto 178|Pa: Parulidae Mmiotilta varia Chipé trepador Minguna INVIERNC
148|Passerif [Cardinalid Cardinali cardinalis Cardenal rojo Ninguna RESIDENTE 179|Pa: icteridae Molothrus _ Jaeneus Tordo ojo rojo Ninguna RESIDENTE
150)Passeriformes [Cardinalidae Cardinalis inuatus Cardenal pardo Ninguna RESIDENTE . . ~ N "
151|Passeriformes Turdidae Catharus Eutmrus Zorzal ermitafio Ninguna INVIERND 180 Passeriformes cteridae Molothrus  fater Tordo zabeza café Ninguna RESIDENTE
152 Passeriformes [Certhiidae (Certhia americana :::::::; Ninguna INVIERND 181 Passeriforme; Tyrannidae L t P; tirano Ninguna VERAND
y " " o " 182|Passeriformes Tyrannidae Myiarchus _ Jcinerascens Copeton cenizo Ninguna VERANG
(C L
153 Passertformes Emberizidae ~ 4 Gorién arlequin Ninguna RESIDENTE Passeriformes Parulidae hiladelphia ChiE enlutado Ninguna MIGRATORIO
154 Passeriformes [Corvidae Corvus imparatus iur::ji o Ninguna RESIDENTE Passeriformes Tityridae aglaiae Sin nombre Ninguna RARD-VERANO
B, 5. [ ardinali Cyanocomps pareliing Colatin azulnagro Ninguna RARO Passeriformes Passeridae Passer Idomen‘acl.rs |Gorrién casero Ninguna RESIDENTE
155" a 4
i 3 Emberizid h n sab INVIER
Passeriformes [Corvidae Cyvanccorax _|Yncas Chara verde Ninguna RESIDENTE 186| me - passerculus Gorrién Ninguna NVIERNG
Passeriformes Parulidae Dendroica __|petechia Chipé amarillo Ninguna MIGRATORIO 187|Passeriformes Cardinalidae Passering cyanea Colorir azul Ninguna MIGRATORIO
Passeriformes Parulidae Dendroica  |coronata Chipé coronado Ninguna INVIERNO N . . - Colorir siete .
188 Passeriformes (Cardinalidae Passering ciris colores Ninguna MIGRATORIO
Passeriformes Parulidae Dendrolca virens Chipé dorso verde Ninguna INVIERNO - -
" . . Petrochelido Galondrina "
18] Passeriformes Hirundinidae " [ovrrhonota MNinguna VERAND
Passeriformes Parulidae Dendroica dominica Reivita rojiamarilla Ninguna INVIERNOD {7
160 " — . pipilo erythrophthalmus |Rascador pinte pr INVIERNO
- mes
161|Passeriformes Mirmnidae Dumetella |carolinensis Ninguna INVIERNO 190 N [magnirostris
162|P; rif i ing N
|Passeriformes Tyrannidae |Empidonax__|minimus Ninguna MIGRATORIO o1 Passeriformes Thraupidae piranga Tangara roja Ninguna RAROD
1g3|Passerformes  |Alaudidae N Alondra cornuda Ninguna RESIDENTE 192|Passeriformes __ [Thraupidae Piranga ___|Rubra Tangara roja Ninguna MIGRATORIO
164 Passeriformes |cteridae Euphagus cyanocephalus Urraca de Brewer Ninguna INVIERNO Passeriformes Thraupidae piranga olivacea ':‘:E:sr::pmgra Ninguna MIGRATORIO
193
P if Parul, hivpi: inch M i Tl Ni INVIERN
15| erormes arulidae (Geothlypis  |trinchas ascarita comin inguna ERNO 194|Passeriformes Tyrannidae Pitangus |suiphuratus Luis bienteveo Ninguna RESIDENTE
Passeriformes Parulidae Geothiypis  |poliocephala Mascarita pico Ninguna — 1 iformes i Polioptila caerulea Perlita azul gris Ninguna RESIDENTE
166) |erueso . . b ”
- — - - Passeriformes Emberizidae Pooeceles gramineus Gorridn cola blanca Ninguna INVIERNG
167|Passeriformes (Cardinalidae |Guiraca caerulea Fico gordo azul Ninguna VERANC 196/
| Hirundini Hirundt rustica Golondrina tijereta Ninguna MIGRATORIO Passeriformes Hirundinidae Progne subis Goloncrina azul Ninguna VERAND
168 197 |negra
169 Passeriformes Icteridae Icterus s purius Bolero castafio Ninguna MIGRATORIO 108 Passeriforme: Tyrannidae Pyrocephalus |rubinus Mosquero cardenal Minguna INVIERNO
170 Passeriformes Icteridae cterus gularis Bolero de Altamira Ninguna RESIDENTE 199 Passeriformes Icteridae Quiscalus mexicanus Zanate mexicano Ninguna RESIDENTE
| Passeriformes Icteridae Icterus cucullatus ::;:chado Ninguna VERANO 200 Passeriformes Tyrannidae |Savornis iphoebe Papamoscas fibi Ninguna INVIERNO
9 9
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COMISION NACIONAL DE AREAS NATURALES PROTEGIDAS COMISION NACIONAL DE AREAS NATURALES PROTEGIDAS
AREA DE PROTECCION DE FLORA'Y FAUNA AREA DE PROTECCION DE FLORA'Y FAUNA
LAGUNA MADRE Y DELTA DEL RIO BRAVO LAGUNA MADRE Y DELTA DEL RIO BRAVO
LISTA DE DE AVES DEL LA ZONA NORTE DE LA LAGUNA MADRE Y DELTA DEL RIO BRAVO LISTA DE DE AVES DEL LA ZONA NORTE DE LA LAGUNA MADRE Y DELTA DEL RIO BRAVO
NO orden familia genero especie nombre comun|  NOM 059 estacionalidad NO orden familia genero especie nombre comun| NOM 059 estacionalidad
201 if, T C 5 T |sava Papamaoscas llanero) Ninguna INVIERNO 231 Pelecaniformes Phalacrocoracidae :hamcrmm auritus Cormaran oliviceo Ninguna INVIERNO
_— . Arracero . . . . RARD-
P . e rdinalid
202|f Spizo omericana americano Ninguna MIGRATORIO 232 Pelecaniformes Sulidae Sule dactylatra |Boboenmascarado Ninguna MIGRATORIO
203 Passeriformes Emberizidae Spizella pallida Chimbite palide Ninguna INVIERNG 233 Piciformes Picidae Melanerpes  |aurifrons Carpintero cheje Ninguna RESIDENTE
Passeriformes Emberizidae Spizella passening Gomridn ceja blanca Ninguna INVIERNO Piciformes Picidae Picoides scalaris Carpintero Ninguna RESIDENTE
204) 234 mexicang
P . Hi s Stelgidoptery . Golendrina ala Ninguna RESIDENTE Podicipediiormes  |Podicipedid foep . ZaIT.ﬂII;I”ldOf Ninguna INVIERNO
205 x |aserrada | 235] orejudo
- - | ul
206|Passeriformes |lcteridae Sturneila |magna Praderg Ninguna INVIERNO - Podicipediformes  [Podicipedi . . Za:::: lider pico Ninguna RESIDENTE
207 Passeriformes |cteridae Sturnella neglecta Pradero gorjeador Ninguna INVIERNO
208|Passeriformes Sturnidae Sturnus vulgaris Estornino pinta Ninguna RESIDENTE 2a7|Pedicipediormes  [Podicipedidas  [Tachybaptus |dominicus Zambulikdor mencr Pr RESIDENTE
200 I Tachycineta |bicolor Golondrina bicolor Ninguna INVIERNO 5 Strigiformes Strigidae lathene cunicularia Tecolote llanero Ninguna INVIERNO
a1l " Trogiody 7 bewickit Chivirin cola oseura Ninguna RESIDENTE 239|strigiformes |strigidae |subo virginianus lf:::é:r::an Ninguna RESIDENTE
= = Strigiformes Tytonidae Tyto alba Ninguna RESIDENTE
. . Cuitlacoche pico . 240
211 e Mimid: Ti long: largo Ninguna RESIDENTE
— - § - Martin pescador )
" L T curvirostre Cuitlacoche pico Ninguna RESIDENTE Trogoniformes Alcedinidae Ceryle alcyon nortedo Ninguna INVIERNG
212 curvo 241)
213 Troglody Trog @edon Chiirin salta pared Ninguna INVIERNG Trogoniformes  |alcedinidae Ceryle torquata MTI"'" pescador de Ninguna RESIDENTE
214|Passeriformes Tyrannidae Tyrannus couchii Tirzno silbador Ninguna RESIDENTE 242 cotlar
215|Passeriformes Tyrannidae Tyrannus |meland|oll'cus Tirino tropical Ninguna RESIDENTE . - Martin pescador .
215|Passe &5 [Tyrannidae Tyrannus __|verticalis Tirzno palido Ninguna MIGRATORIO 243|Trosoniformes  |Alcedinidae Chioroceryle [americana Jverde Ninguna RESIDENTE
217 Passariformes Tyrannidae Tyrannus tyrannus Tirzno dorso negro Ninguna MIGRATORIO
Ti
Passeriformes Tyrannidae Tyranmus forfi irano tijereta Ninguna VERAND
218 rosado
Passeriformes Parulidae Vermivora  |celata chusé.camna Ninguna INVIERNO
219) |namnja
220 if, i i Vireo griseus Vireo ojo blanco Ninguna RESIDENTE
221 . i id Vireo bellii Vireo de bell Ninguna MIGRATORIO
222|Passeriformes Vireonide Vireo solitarius Vireo solitario Ninguna INVIERNO
Passeriformes Parulidae Wilsonia citring Chipé encapuchade Ninguna MIGRATORIO
Passeriformes Parulidae Wilsonia pusilla Chipé corona negra Ninguna INVIERNO
225|Passeriformes Parulidae Wilsonia canadensis Chipé de collar Ninguna MIGRATORIO
2261 Pelecaniformes Fregatidae |F!egam |mnqurcens Commordn orejude Ninguna MIGRATORIO
227|Pelecaniformes Sulidae |Marus |bussonus |Bobo nortefio Ninguna INVIERNO
228|Pelecaniformes i hos _ |Pelcanc blanco Ninguna INVIERNO
228|Pelecaniformes Pelecanidae Pelecanus occidentalis Pelcano café Ninguna RESIDENTE
Pelecaniformes Phalacrocoracidae Phalscracora brasilianus Cormoré.n Ninguna RESIDENTE
230) x nectropical
9 9
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A-04
/24/2013 MON 10:10 FAX 512 475 2761 Secretary of State A0S /001
AREA DE PROTECCION DE FLORA Y FAUNA
LAGUNA MADRE Y DELTA DEL RIO BRAVO"
ANEXO 1.
. . . John Steen

R .
Blrg::za biolégica del Area de Proteccién de Flora y Fauna Laguna Madre y Delta del Rio SECRETARY OF STATE

: State of Texas W
CORDADOS
Mamiferos 50 59 5 7 1 1
Aves 165 267 6 16 2 Ms. Stacy M. Zee
Reptiles 37 47 5 8 12 2 FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
Anfibios 12 15 1 2 SpaceX EIS cfo Cardno TEC, Ine.
Paces a0 110 1 1 275 West Street, Svite 110

Amnapolis, MD 21401

EQUINODERMOS potis
Equinoideos 6 7 Dear Ms. Zee: —
Asteroideo . . P .

1ceos 5 6 Thanks for this opportunity to write to you concerning the potential SpaceX launch site in Brownsville,
Ofiuroideos 1 1 Texas
Holoturoideos 2 2
ARTROPODOS As the Texas Sceretary of State, | want to offer my full and enthusiastic support for this project. Having
Crusticeos | 47 | 69 | toured the SpaceX testing Facility in McGregor, Texas, | have seen how SpaceX is a good neighbor and a
MOLUSCOS support to the local community. Here in Texas, we are proud to consider SpaceX # responsible partner in

: lusiness.
Gasterépodos 28 33 3.11
Bivalvos 31 39 2 | have also viewed the site at Brownsville and believe it offers unique advanages in regard (o
Cefalépodos 3 6 environmental considerations, local support, and practical use,
ANIEUDOS There is broad, statewide support for SpaceX to expand in the Lone Star State. As you may know, the
Paliguetos ] 5 I 6 [ ] [ | | Texas Legislature unanimously passed H.13. 2623 which will allow a beach near Brownsville to be closed
CNIDARIOS (3 the public during rocket launches. Governor Rick Perry recently signed this legislation into law. |
Hidrozoarios 4 4 telieve the strong support for this legislation reflects the stale’s eagerness to welcome SpaceX lo

g sup 2
VEGETACION Brownsville.
Plantas 255 399 3 2 5 5 1 IF I may answer any questions regarding this matier, please do not hesitate 1o contact my office.
Macro algas 73 119
Fitoplancton 50 96
TOTAL 857 1285 17 25 39 10 1 Sincerely,
John Steen
Secretary of State
Pagina 1de 1 - 1 Post Office Box 12697, Capitol Station”
Austin, Texas 787112697
512-463-577C
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Sec. 66.024 making it illegal to cause prop scarring (or rotor wash) damage to SAV. Impacts to SAV | 3.14.9
must be documented and mitigated in accordance with 31 Tex. Admin Code § 155.3 (g). (Cont.
The DEIS identifies two possible launch failures where the vehicle survives water impact or strike, but
does not identify how the vehicle, payload or hazardous materials will be removed without damage to the|
natural resources. There is extensive SAV habitat in the adjacent bays, and significant damage could be

“~e during removal or retrieval. The Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Plan (HMERP) needs | 3.22.1

ist «ccount for possible impacts to SAV, and provide for mitigation of temporary and permanent impacts.
b i ~n hava anu anactinne aangerning theses issue please contact me at 512-463-5055 or by e-mail at
/o Cardno TEC Inc. )
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Dear Ms. Zee:
N . § . E wn s aav s re sl NALOT
TI'hank you for the opportunity to provide additional comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Texas General Land Office

Statement (DEIS) for Space Exploration Technologies Corporation’s (Space X's) proposal to launch the
Falcon 9 and Falcon Heavy orbital vertical launch vehicles from a private site located in Cameron
County, Texas. Comments previously made by the General Land Office (GLO) and not included in the
remainder of this letter are considered adequately addressed.

As previously stated, all construction activities within 1,000 feet of mean high tide, including the
construction of roads and fences, must comply with provisions of the Open Beaches Act and the Dune
Protection Act and the Beach Dune Rules." After comparing maps provided in the DEIS to recent aerial
photography, it appears that construction of the perimeter security access road and fence line in the 3.7.4
vertical launch area are between approximately 700 and 1,000 feet from mean high tide. A beachfront
construction certificate and dune protection permit must be obtained from Cameron County prior to
commencement of any construction as defined under31 TAC § 15.2(18) within 1,000 feet of mean high
tide. —
Additionally, there appears to be dunes and dune vegetation near the proposed fire port in the vertical
launch area. If dunes or dune vegetation will be damaged or destroyed as a result of space flight activities|
or during construction activities, the applicant must submit to Cameron County an application for a dune |3 7.4
protection permit along with a comprehensive mitigation plan that includes a detailed description of the
methods that will be used to avoid, minimize, mitigate, and/or compensate for any adverse effects on
dunes or dune vegetation.” .

The DEIS identifies possible impacts to adjacent submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV), but implies the
‘mpacts will not be significant because there will only be 12 launches per year. The Seagrass

[Pamanmeatian Tan fon Tavan Ldamtifian manm nnnmboe Bines sansactinmal hantion cn o cnscme ol Blocad Jeann E 3.14.9
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A-07
013
y M. Zee
viation Administration
wuvauno TEC Incorpomtcd
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
RE:  Review of Draft Environmental Impact Statement prepared for Space

Exploration Technologies® proposed construction of a vertical launch area
and control center, Cameron County, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee:

This letter is in response to your request for review of the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS) prepared for the Space Exploration Technologies® (SpaceX)
proposed Texas launch site.

Project Description

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Office of Commercial Space
Transportation (AST), in cooperation with the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA), National Parks Service, U.S. Army White Sands Missile
Range, and the U.5. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), has prepared a DEIS for the
proposed construction of a vertical launch area and control center. The FAA/AST
has prepared the DEIS to evaluate the potential environmental impacts that may result
from the FAA/AST proposal to issue launch licenses and/or experimental permits that
would allow SpaceX to launch the Falcon 9 and Falcon Heavy orbital vertical launch
vehicles and a variety of reusable suborbital launch vehicles from a launch site that
would be constructed in Cameron Ccunty, Texas.

The Preferred Alternative would be for the FAA to issue licenses and/or experimental
permits to SpaceX that would allow SpaceX to conduct up to 12 launches per year of
vertical launch vehicles from the Cameron County, Texas, site. Specifically, the
project would include the construction of a vertical launch area, control center, and
utility connections in southern Cameron County near the terminus of State Highway
(SH) 4.

Permanent structures at the vertical launch area would consist of a hangar, a launch
pad and stand with associated flame duct, a water tower, four lightning protection
towers, a retention basin for deluge water, propellant storage tanks and handling
areas, a workshop, an office, a warehouse for parts storage,

fencing, security lighting, and utilities. The control center, I

two miles west of the vertical launch site. would consist of two

buildings, two payload processing fecilities, a launch vehicle pr

radio frequency transmitter/receivers, generators and diesel sto

parking areas, fencing, security, lighting, utilities, and a satellite

A-07

Ms. Stacey Zee
Page 2
June 21, 2013

The launch site is bounded to the north, west and east by property owned by Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) (Boca Chica State Park) and leased to the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) as part of its Lower Rio Grande Valley
Mational Wildlife Refuge complex. One alternative site for the control center also
shares common boundaries with TPWD-cwned property.

TPWD is the agency with primary responsibility for protecting the state’s fish and
wildlife resources (Texas Parks and Wildlife Code §12.011(a)). TPWD is charged
with providing information on fish and wildlife resources to any local, state, and
federal agencies or private organizations that make decisions affecting those
resources (Texas Parks and Wildlife Code §12.011(b){3)).

TPWD staff has reviewed the DEIS and offers the following comments and
recommendations to help assist in the avoidance and minimization of potential
impacts to natural and cultural resources that may result from the construction of the
project.

Chapter 2 Proposed Action and Alternatives
Section 2.1.1 Operational Activities
2.1.1.6 Launch Day Activities

The DEIS and information provided at the May 7, 2013, agency meeting in
Brownsville indicate that as a requiremert to receive an FAA license or experimental
permit, “SpaceX must implement a plan that defines the process for ensuring that
unauthorized persons, vessels, aircraft, or other vehicles are not within the 1.5 mile
hazard area.” Although several p ial hods for ducting security sweeps
through properties within the hazard area were mentioned at the agency meeting, to
date a plan that defines the process for ensuring that unauthorized persons are not
within the hazard area has not been developed.

TPWD-owned properties are located within the 1.5-mile hazard area. The
significance of potential impacts to cultural and natural resources, including direct 3.145
impacts to vegetation, habitat fragmentation, increased erosion, and direct and
indirect impacts to wildlife (e.g.. nesting birds) is dependent on the method used for
conducting security sweeps. The potential methods of conducting security sweeps
may include, but are not limited to, using all-terrain vehicles (ATVSs), creating patrol
roads and using other small vehicles and remote-controlled drones.

It is not possible to assess potential impacts to TPWD-owned lands without knowing
the type and extent of activity being proposed to occur on those lands. Because the
security sweeps and their potential impacts are directly related to the construction and
scope of the project, a detailed security patrol plan and impact analysis should be
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included in the Final EIS per 40 CFR 1508.25(a)(1 \(ii-iii). The plan should include 3.14.5
various scenarios and alternatives and address their specific impacts. (Cont.)

According to the DEIS, SpaceX would work with agencies to identify a safe location
on private land approximately seven miles from the vertical launch site, west of the
soft checkpoint along SH 4 west of Massey Way, for the public o view launches. At
the May 7, 2013 agency meeting, it was stated that the soft checkpoint would be
approximately 15 miles away from the launch site. Currently there is no schematic
identifving land or a parking lot. Given the level of local/public interest in viewing
launches, large crowds are anticipated on launch day. If construction of a parking
area either near Massey Way or 15 miles west of the launch site is anticipated to
accommodate spectators, construction plans and associated impacts should be
included in the Final EIS per 40 CFR 1508.25(a)(1)(ii-iii).

3.14.1

R lation: TPWD recc ds that vehicular traffic be excluded from
the federal and state conservation land areas along SH 4 during launches. A
checkpoint should be established outside the boundary of the federal and state
conservation land area. Parking and viewing areas should be constructed at this
location.

If spectators and vehicles cannot be excluded from conservetion lands along SH
4, other provisions should be made to protect these conservation areas. The Final
EIS should explain how conservation lands will be protected (e.g., fencing,
monitoring), how the protection will be enforced, and the anticipated role of
agencies such as TPWD.

Section 2.1.2 Construction Activities
2.1.2.2 Control Center Area

The DEIS states definitively that the “proposed control center would consist of three
parcels.” However, it was explained at the May 7, 2013 agency meeting and site visit
that the control center would consist of either Parcel | alone or Parcels 2 and 3
together. 3.4.8

Recommendation: The Final EIS should identify the location of the control
center. Because Parcel 3 contains wetlands, TPWD recommends Parcel | be
considered as a preferred location for the control center,

A-07
Ms. Stacey Zee
Page 4
June 21, 2013
Chapter 3 Affected Environment
Section 3.7.4 2 Conditions
3.7.4.3 Wetla _
Section 3.7.4. tlands delineated only in the vertical launch
area and thre Vetlands occurring on TPWD property that
may be subje y patrols on launch day were not described.
In order to de ity patrols on adjacent TPWD and USFWS 31311
properties th: 1s (e.g. wetlands.) the locations of those 3.141
sensitive area 3.22.1
R v ends conducting wetland delineations on any
properties that may be affected by the project including adjacent properties used
for launch day security patrols and any areas under consideration for construction
of spectator parking lots. .

Section 3.8 Biological Resources
3.8.4 Existing Conditions

The DEIS describes the Region of Influence (ROI) for biological resources to
include the areas impacted by construction of the vertical launch and control areas,
the area impacted by noise during launches, and the water/land closure areas on 3.14.9
launch day. However. the DEIS did not fully address the resources known to occur
within the defined ROL

Moving westward from the beach and dune system along SH 4 beyond Massey Way,
habitat suitability increases for several state-listed reptiles. Multiple occurrences of
the Texas tortoise (Gopherus berlandieri), Texas horned lizard (Phrynosoma
cormutum), and the Texas indigo snake (Dvyvmarchon melanurus erebennus) have
been documented near SH 4 near Massey Way and westward. Also, rare plant 3.14.9
species uniquely adapted to habitats associated with lomas have been documented
near SH 4 and Massey Way. Lomas are small mounds unique to the south Texas
coast formed from wind-blown silt and clay that create “miniature ecosystems” of
wooded islands that support assemblages of rare plants adapted to the saline
environment. ]

Section 3.8.4.1 describes the vegetation at the vertical launch site and potential
control center parcels but does not discuss vegetation at the proposed spectator
parking area or areas that may be directy affected by security sweeps on TPWD or 3.141
USFWS properties located within the closure areas on launch days.
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Section 3.8.4.3 of the DEIS states that seven state-listed species. six avian and one
reptile, have the potential to occur in the proposed vertical launch and control center
areas due to the presence of suitable habitat within the ROI. However, TPWD
records indicate occurrences of state-listed species also have been documented near
the soft checkpoint as described in the DEIS.

R dati TPWD 1 Is that this section of Chapter 3 in the
Final EIS include species for which occurrences have been documented within or
near the project ROL Also. Table 3.8-1 should be revised to reflect that the
Texas horned lizard, Texas indigo snake and Texas tortoise have potential to
occur in the proposed project area. If the soft checkpoint is moved 15 miles away
as indicated during the May 7, 2013 agency meeting, this list should be further
revised. A map and Element Occurrence Records for rare species that have been
documented in the general project area are attached.

Chapter 4 Envir tal C 1
The introduction to Chapter 4 statzs that the impact analysis was evaluated by
overlaying the components of the Proposed Action described in Chapter 2 of the
DEIS onto baseline conditions within each RO1 for each environmental resources
area presented in Chapter 3 and d indirect impacts.
However, as stated previously, pote d species known to
occur with the biological resources | 3 of the DEIS either
were not considered or accurately ev pacts to wildlife and
habitat as a result of security sweeps " ed.

Recommendation: In order to adequately assess all potential impacts to natural
resources in the areas that would be associated with the project, TPWD
recommends the Final EIS evaluate potential impacts to state-listed species on
any properties that may be affected by the project. including adjacent properties
subject to launch day security patrols and any areas considered for construction of
a spectator parking lot.

Section 4.1 Compatible Land Use

4.1.1.1 Construction

Critical Dune Areas

The DEIS states that all construction at the vertical launch area is proposed inland of
dunes and would not compromise dune structure. However, according to the site
layout (Figure 2.1-3; east of the unpaved road), the proposed security road and two

perimeter fences would cross a dune that may be within 1,000 feet of the mean high
tide. Well-vegetated dunes provide protection from storm surges along the coasl.

3.141
3.13.15
3.221

3.14.1

3.7.3

A-07
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Compared to dunes along the upper Texas coast, dunes along the south Texas coast
typically have less vegetative cover that is necessary for stabilization; therefore,
impacts due to disturbance (e.g.. construction vehicles) on dunes along the lower
Texas coast can be longer lasting than similar impacts to more vegetated dunes along
the mid and upper Texas coast and can remove the natural protective buffer provided
by dunes.

Additionally, dunes provide habitat for a state species of concern, the Keeled earless
lizard (Holbrookia propingua). When th d by a perceived predator, the escape
behavior employed by this lizard is to flee at most only a few meters to an available
ground squirrel burrow or plant cover (Cooper 2003). During construction on a dune
occupied by Keeled earless lizards, it is likely they would flee to an available burrow
within the construction area and potentially be negatively impacted.

Recommendation: TPWD recommends avoiding construction in dune areas to
the greatest extent practicable. If construction must occur in the dunes, TPWD
recommends surveying for the presence of Keeled earless lizards prior to
construction. If lizards are observed during surveys, TPWD recommends a
biological monitor be present during construction in dune areas to capture and
relocate individuals. Please contact TPWD for appropriate methods for surveying
and capturing lizards.

4.1.1.2 Operation
Submerged Aquatic Vegetation

Page 4-10 of the DEIS states that the majority of areas of known seagrass are not
used by recreational boat traffic but that increased boat traffic may result in seagrass
impacts as spectators attempt to view launches by boat. This statement is unclear to
TPWD, as virtually all known seagrass beds including South Bay. Mexiquita Flats,
and the lower Laguna Madre, have recreational boat traffic.

Request: As South Bay is within the launch day closure area and Mexiquita
Flats and the lower Laguna Madre are too far away to view a launch, TPWD
requests clarification as to the source and location of the anticipated seagrass
impacts.

Recommendation: If increased impacts are anticipated as a result of security
patrols in South Bay, TPWD recommends those impacts be evaluated and
included in the Final EIS as well as in the USACE permit (SWG-2012-00381).
TPWD commented on the USACE permit application in separate and attached
correspondence.

3.73
(Cont.)

3.14.9
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Section 4.4 Visual R ces and Light E previously stated, details regarding proposed security patrol methods were not
included in the DEIS.
4.4.1.2 Operation
Recommendation: If security patrols will include driving ATVs or small 3.14.5
As proposed, the project would include lighting the entire vertical launch area vehicles through TPWD properties, those properties should be surveved for (Cont.)
between dusk and dawn with high pressure sodium (HPS) light fixtures mounted on wetlands prior to implementing the security patrol plan as part of the operation of
poles. the launch facility. Wetlands identified on TPWD properties should be avoided. .
Recommendation: Research indicates that sea turtle hatchlings are significantly 3.10.1 Page 4-60 of the DEIS states that impas le due to launch
more attracted to unfiltered HPS lights than filtered HPS lights (Salmon 2006). day spectators “within the vicinity of but impacts to
TPWD recommends when developing the Light Management Plan, consideration seagrasses are dismissed since “launches ser year.”
be given to utilizing filters on HPS lights to potentially reduce sea turtle attraction
of the lights. Recommendation: As previously st o the location of 3.14.9
the referenced seagrasses since Soutk view of launches
Section 4.7 Water Resources that has seagrass, would be within tf :18 1o seagrasses,
including those caused by security f in the Final EIS
4.7.1.1 Construction and the USACE permit.
Bio-retention cells vegetated with native plantings may be incorporated as a best Section 4.8 Biological Resources
management practice (BMP) to mitigate for the increase in impervious surface.
4.8.1.1 Construction
R dati TPWD recor ds that practices be implemented to sustain _
native plant species and prevent the establishment and spread of invasive plant TPWD recommends revising the section on Vegetation to include all potential 3.14.11
species, particularly during the early stages of revegetation of disturbed soils in impacts to vegetation, including rare vegetation series occurring along SH 4 within T
construction areas. the RO, that may result as a consequence of the project in its entirety including the 3.14.1
construction and operation of the vertical launch area. control centers, spectator 3.14.5
For any herbaceous revegetation the exclusive use of 3.22.9 parking, and launch day security patrols ¢ ure area. ]
a mixture of native grasses and fc ‘hin the project area. e _
Lists of suitable plants and sec on the Texas Plant TPWD appreciates that construction em on the potential
Information Database at hitp:/tpi  contacting the U.S. for wildlife collisions 10 occur along & naintain reduced
Department of Agriculture-Nat n Service (USDA- speeds along SH 4 within the vertical lau WD requests that
NRCS)  Plant  Materials  Ce ‘exas  (http:/plant- all employees be informed that a higl Idlife collisions,
materials.nres.usda.gov/stpme) a litional  information including state-listed species. west of the control center parcels. Collisions can be
regarding the importance of na ation or restoration avoided or minimized by operating vehicles at the posted speed limit. especially
activities, suitable seed mixes for lability are available along SH 4 adjacent to lands managed for wildlife, where wildlife encounters are 3.14.7
from South Texas Natives (t reh-programs/south- highly probable.
texas-natives/) located in Kingsvil
Recommendation: To assist in avoiding impacts to state-listed species, TPWD
4.7.1.2 Operation recommends preparing an educational pamphlet for construction employees
(published in English and Spanish) identifying state-listed species that may occur
A discussion regarding wetland img associated with the within the biological ROL.
vertical launch and control center ar 52 of the DEIS. As 3.14.5 -
part of the operations, security patrol TPWD property. As
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Only seven state-listed species were considered to occur or potentially occur within open overnight should be inspected the following morning for wildlife that may 3.22.10
the biological ROIl. These included six avian species and one reptile. Information have been trapped. If any state-listed species are trapped in trenches, they should (Cont.)
provided by TPWD during scoping was limited to within 1.5 miles of the launch area be removed by personnel permitted by TPWD to handle state-listed species.
and control center. The limits of the biological ROI extend to the soft checkpoint _
which may be 7-15 miles from the vertical launch site when the final plan is 3.14.7 SCM #5a would make construction personnel aware of endangered species that may
developed. occur in the project area.
Rec dation: TPWD recor o ine the mroposed measures of Recommendation: TPWD recomm-—- €7 % <= t= —*{ 19 apply to the 3.22.10
maintaining reduced speeds witl Ol and making all seven state-listed threatened species r :Il as endangered
employees aware of the high prok Hife, including state- species as stated in the DEIS. -
listed species, on roads within the - -
N SCM #7 would incorporate raptor protec t design or when
Information in Sections 4.8.1.1 and ¢ + that wildlife would upgrading utility structures.
be expected 10 avoid the project area wuv v weevs sy wweenlction and increased
traffic and human presence during operational activities. However, a plan to ensure R fati TPWD rec ds following avian safety design features 3.22.10
wildlife is not in the closure area or in available habitat near the launch pad during 3.14.12 described in the following publication: tee
launches has not been prepared.
Avian Power Line Interaction Committee (APLIC). 2012. Reducing Avian
Rec lati TPWD ds the Final EIS include procedures for Collisions with Power Lines: The State of the Art in 2012, Edison Electric
ensuring wildlife is not present near the launch pad during launches. _ Institute and APLIC. Washington, D.C. -
Chapter 6 Mitigation and Special Conservation Measures SCM #8 addresses vehicle collisions with wildlife and places particular emphasis on
- Ocelots (Leopardus pardalis) and Jaguarandis (Herpailurus yaguarondi).
TPWD appreciates the mitigative and special conservation measures (SCM) that
would be employed to avoid andior minimize impacts to cultural and natural Recommendation: In addition to Ocelots and Jaguarundis, SCM #8 should
resources, To ensure that potential impacts to fish and wildlife resources are avoided include the state-listed threatened Texas indigo snake and Texas tortoise. In 3.22.10
and/or minimized to the greatest extent practicable, TPWD recommends that, in 3.22.10 addition to being a naturally slew-moving animal susceplible to vehicle
addition to the vertical launch area and control center. the proposed measures be collisions, when startled (e.g., by oncoming traffic), the Texas tortoise may
implemented in all areas that may be affected by the project, including properties withdraw into its shell rather than flecing, thus increasing its risk for collision
affected by security patrols and in spectator parking areas. with vehicles. -
Section 6.7 Biological Resources SCMs listed under Section 6.7.1.2-Operations include measures to educate
- employees on the potential for wildlife collisions along SH 4 between the vertical
A number of SCMs would be impl on and operation to launch area and control center.
avoid and minimize effects of the pro bitat resources.
Recommendation: TPWD recommends revising SCM #2 to include the state- 3.22.10
SCM #2d listed under Section 6.7 JEIS addresses pits listed threatened Texas indigo snake and Texas tortoise as described above. Also,
created during construction and the p nt. employees should be encouraged to abide by posted speed limits along all of SH
3.22.10 4, as there is a high potential for encountering wildlife along most of SH 4 east of
Recommendation: In addition 1 TPWD recommends Brownsville.
that any excavated pits or trenche in the project area in -
order to prevent wildlife from enches must be left
unfilled at the end of the workda sered or have escape
ramps placed in them (fashionec s0, any trenches left
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TPWD appreciates the opportunity t ecommendations on
e e e stions, please do not
at (512) 389-8092.

£esources

B T
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Code Key for Printouts from
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
Texas Natural Diversity Database (TXNDD)

LE
LT
PE

PDL
SAE, SAT

DL

C**
XE

Blank

Blank

Gl
G2
G3

SNR
SNA

is for your
or collection, please refer all requesters to our office to obtain the most current information available, Also, please note, identification ofa
species in a given area does not necessarily mean the species currently exists at the point or area indicated.

only; due to data updates, vulnerability of private land tc trespass and of species to disturbance

LEGAL STATUS AND CONSERVATION RANKS
FEDERAL STATUS (as determined by the US Fish and Wildlife Service)
Listed Endangered
Listed Threatened
Proposed to be listed Endangered
Proposed to be listed Th |
Proposed to be Delisted (Note: Listing status retained while proposed)

Listed Endangered on basis of Similarity of App Listed Tt d on basis of Similarity of
Appearance

Delisted Endmgemdﬂtwmned

Candidate. USFWS has sub i ion on biological vulnerability and threats to support proposing

to list as threatened or endangered Data are being galhered on habitat needs and/or critical habitat
designations.

C, but lacking known occurrences

C, but lacking known occurrences, except in captivity/cultivation

Essential Experimental Population

‘Non-essential Experimental Population

Species is not federally listed

TX PROTECTION (as determined by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department)
Listed Endangered

Listed Threatened

Species not state-listed

GLOBAL RANK (as determined by NatureServe)

Critically imperiled globally, extremely rare, typically 5 or fewer viable occurrences -
Imperiled globally, very rare, typically 6 to 20 viable occurrences

Very rare and local throughout range or found locally in restricted range, typically 21 to 100 viable
occurrences

Apparently secure globally

Demonstrably secure globally

Of historical occurrence through its range

Possibly in peril range-wide, but status uncertain

Ranked within a range as status uncertain

Apparently extinct throughout range

Rank qualifier denoti i is ionabl

Rank qualifier dmmmg uncertain rank

In captivity or cultivation only

“(3" refers to species rank; “T" refers to variety or subspecies rank

W (as detemmed by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department)
Critically imperiled in state, rare, ion, typically 5 or fewer viable
occurrences

Imperiled in state, very rare, vulnerable to extirpation, typically 6 to 20 viable occurrences

Rare or uncommeon in state, typically 21 to 100 viable occurrences

Apparently secure in State

Demonstrably secure in State

Ranked within a range as status uncertain

Of historical occurrence in state and may be rediscovered i

Unrankable — due to lack of information or substantially conflicting information

Apparently extirpated from State

Unranked - State status not yet assessed

Not applicable — species id not a suitable targe: for conservation activities

Rank qualifier denoting uncertain rank in State

Revised 1 Apr 2008

Element Occurrence
Record (EOR)

Occurrence #
Watershed Code

. Watershed
Quadrangle

A-07

ELEMENT OCCURRENCE RECORD
Spatial and tabular record of an area of land and/or water in which 2 species, natural community, or
other significant feature of natural dnrrtstty 13, or was, pnsem and assoclnled mformanon. may be
a single contiguous area or may be comp patches or subpop
Unique number assigned to each when added to the NDD

ofeach 1

LOCATION INFORMATION
Eight digit numerical code determined by US Geological Survey (USGS)
Name of watershed as determined by USGS
Name of USGS topographical map
" ion W

First/Last Observation
Survey Date

EO Type

EO Rank

EO Rank Date
Observed Area

Directions to
source

was observed, as described by observer or in

SURVEY INFORMATION
Date a particular occurrence was first/last observed; refers only to species occurrence as noted in
source and does not imply the first/last date the species was present
1f conducted, date of survey

State rank qualifiers:
M Migrant — species occurring regularly on migration at staging areas, or concentration
along particular corridors; status refers to the transient population in the State
Qualifier indicating basic rank refers to the breeding population in State
Qualifier indicating basic rank refers to the non-breeding population in State
Excellent Al Excellent, Introduced
Good BI Good, Introduced
Marginal CI Marginal, Introduced
Poor DI Poar, Introduced
Bmm:sem El Extant, Introduced

I/No Field Infi ti HI Historical, Introduced

Desuvyed:"Emrpamd XI Destroyed, Introduced

- Obscure 01 Obscure, Introduced

Latest date EO rank was determined or revised

Acres, unless indicated otherwise

COMMENTS

OXIMOUNE»Z®

Ci

General ph I d of area and habitat where occurrence is located, including associated
speclﬁ. smls, geology, and surrounding land use

Protection Comments
Management Comments

EO Data

Site Name

Managed Area Name
Alias

Acres
Manager

printyuts].

Please use one of the following citations to credit the source for the printout information:

Texas Natural Diversity Database, [year of printouts]). Wildlife Diversity Program of Texas Parks & Wildlif: Department. [day month year of

Texss Natural Diversity Database, [year of i
‘Wildlife Diversity Program of Texas Parks & Wildlife Department. [day month year of printouts]. *Use of record #°s is optional.

g the quxllly or condition of the element occuTence at time of survey
Ohsenm' g legal 1 of the occurrence

Observer dati ppropriate for
conservation

DATA
Biological data; may include number of individuals, vigor, flowering/fruiting data, nest success,
behaviors observed, or unusual characteristic, etc.

SITE
Title given to site by surveyor

MANAGED AREA INFORMATION
Place name or (on EOR printout) name of area when the EO is located within or partially within an
area identified for conservation, such as State or Federal lands, nature preserves, parks, etc.
Additional names the property is known by
Total acreage of property, including non-contiguous tracts
Contact name, address, and telephone number for area or nearest area land steward

of p Element

for [scientific name] *records # [occurrence number(s)].

Revised | Apr 2008
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City THanagen

May 7, 2013

Space Exploration Technologies Corporation (SpaceX)
1 Rocket Rd.
Hawthorne, CA 90250

I would like to thank your organization’s continual interest in considering Brownsville as
the future launch site. T would like to extend my support to such endeavor and my office
is available to assist in any questions your organization may have. Brownsville’s
municipal government is comprised of over 1200 employees working in diverse settings
from police, fire protection through public works. Each and every one of us is committed
in providing our citizens and visitors with efficient and quality municipal services with
cowrtesy and concern.

As mentioned before, the community in Brownsville has great resources in education,
medical services, transportation, workforce development, commerciel infrastructure,
residential housing and great quality of life activities year round. Your company’s
workforce will be able to enjoy all there is to do in Brownsville and its surrounding areas.
Your future workforce benefits from the several educational institwions located in
Brownsville that can prepare the workforce from a technical certification through graduate
level studies. This diversity of resources will help ensure that your organization has local
workforce educational development resources for present and future labor needs.

In selecting Brownsville for your future site, you are drawing from the strength of our
community and beyond its borders. This partnership between SpaceX and Brownsville
will be a long and fruitful relationship that will yield many positive effects for both
organizations that will span generations.

Again I would like to extend my support of SpaceX and if I could be of any assistance,
please contact me at your convenience.

Respectfully,
b‘ 28 lea—"

Charlie Cabler, City Manager
Cameron County Spaceport Development Corporation,
Board Member

CC:bba

City of Brownsville
P.O. Box 911/ 1001 E. Elizabeth St / Brownsville, Texas 78522
(956) 548-6000
www.cob us
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Public Hearing Comment Form

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX’s proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcor Heavy, and a variety of reuseble suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licerses andlor experimental pemmits. Issuing launch ficenses andfor experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastem end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and @ nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA ercourages all interested parties to provide comments
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possibl
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

@ submitling comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to: M, Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
clo Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—3uite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Writlen comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual clizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which vl be
honored to Ihe extent allowable by law, If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and

businesses may be disclosed.
Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are conslidered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name: a2 \_7.1 Lo
Organization/Afilatior: B yrwn s vill e
Address: P O Doy 9 \l 1\
City, State, Zip Code: ’E\’\u\;\) PR .r‘l“t \ A

Date: os lff ()qjﬂj

MPO
AgES L)

Public Hearing Comment Form

A-09

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

b e

A v un

NP
4]

‘D\rv‘) v

\We Nd  nem Wi dson S "QM

R v & Cﬂs‘&(’zf

& A on l’\\_}ljh(lm li?}k

d

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

A-09

3.1.1
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- - SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Public Hearing Comment Form Emvironmental Impact Statement
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement
The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reuszble suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses andfor experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses endlor experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastem end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.
The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft IS,
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:
@ Filling out this form and drapping it in the comment box at the public hearing
@ Submitling comments via emall to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 890-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to:  Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
c/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21201
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials represenling organizations and
businesses piay be disclosed.
Please add my name to the malling list for future updates.
] Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name: _LAARY A, A”’ﬂw""f Date:_ > - 7-/3
Organization/Affiliation: Boowyeldic _Louth Fndis [ola Wi fnTedmgEongl 4
Address: _ 200 Hoyelin ££A0KART
City, State, Zip Code:_AROwn 54 lfe  Tevgs 9 g5 90
Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
consldered during preparation of the Final EIS.
Public Hearing Comment Form
1 2
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- Brownsville Economic
Development Counc
www BEDC.com

Brownsville, Texas
May 7,2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider my letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration
Technologies Corporation, building a vertical launch site and launch command center in
the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas.

I am convineed that the Brownsville community needs more opportunities for future
generations, SpaceX represents that to our children and grandchildren.

The creation of new jobs and growth of technical needs will certainly attract people from
multiple disciplines come and establish new satellite business with the direct impact to
the economic growth, that will reduce the unemployment with new well paid jobs. 3.1.1

We can list multiple reasons that will impact the whole Rio Grande Valley community
not only in permanent jobs but those related to visitors spending, transportation, and the
opportunity of growing our university in technology carriers, we have the base support —
with UTB and the backup of the UT system.

Space X will be placing us in the map as community of the future.

Sincerely,

Brownsville South Padré International Airport - Chair of the Advisory Board
University of Texas at Brownsville — School of Business Lecturer
177 Shoreline Dr. Brownsville TX 78521
956 5443026
F-mail: manuelalcocer@utb.edu

A-12

From the office of the
Director of Aviation
Larry A. Brown

Presentation to FAA

5/7/2013

On behalf of the Brownsville South Padre Island International Airport
we are pleased to welcome the FAA and Space X to Brownsville both
now and permanently. At the Brownsville South Padre Island
International Airport we have experienced many firsts in Aviation
History — Charles Lindbergh flew the First International airmail from
Mexico City to NY through Brownville, Ameila Earhart borrowed the
airport managers plane and got her first pilots license here and we
propose to see the first launch by space X in the future of a trip to
mars.

We also note that in chapter 11,in appendix Il,of the EIS draft there is 311
no mention of any negative impact on the approaches to BRO and
furthermore we welcome the people that will come to our airport and
ouRCity to assist space X.

We believe that the ATCT at BRO will be an important, integral part of
the safety management system for your launches. The ATCT at BRO
will be looking over TFRs as appropriate to your launches and we
welcome the opportunity to do so.

And in conclusion:

“Fly Brownsville “

/7/%%

Brownswille South Padre Iland Intemational Airport
BEOC, contrected by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Blvd, Suite F1 (ITEC Campus) Competitiveizaach §= f—-ﬁ_
Brownsville, Texas 78520/ P{956) 541-1183 - F(956) 546-3938 . waw. BEDC.com mp ahaady 700 Amelia Earhart Drive, Brownsville, Texas 78521 Telephone: 956-542-4373 Fac 956-542-4374  fybrownsvilleom
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PORTE -~wvr
BROWNSVILLE

May 7, 2013 + WORLD CLASS »

Ms. Stacey M. Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Ine.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
Dear Ms. Zee:

Please accept this letter in support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation, building a
vertical launch site and launch command center in Cameron County east of Brownsville, Texas.

The proposed location for the commercial rocke! launch site is in close proximity to the Port of
Brownsville. We believe that the operations proposed by SpaceX will not interfere with the operations of
the Port or have a significant impact on the many inlerests that utilize Boca Chica Beach. Space X has a
proven track record of designing and operating launch facilities in and around diverse and
environmentally protected areas. SpaceX proposes 10 conduct its operations in a cooperative manner and
will do so in a way that will respect the many users of Boca Chica Beach. They will work to clean up
Boca Chica Beach and protect it for future generations of beach goers.

3.1.1
The development of the SpaceX facilities will result in the creation of many badly needed jobs in the
region. These jobs will be high paying jobs that will contribute greatly to the economic well-being of the
region. In addition, SpaceX will provide incredible opportunities for our academic institutions and will
help attract other acrospace companies to our area. SpaceX has a proven record of exceptional corporate
citizenship at their other facilities, and we would expect no different from SpaceX in our communities.
We wholeheartedly support and welcome SpaceX’s efforts to develop their vertical launch site and launch
command center in the Brownsville area. -
Sincerely,
Pduardo A. Campirano
Port Director & CEO
Port of Brownsville
eacampiranofportofbrownsville.com
Phone: 956-838-7008
Brownsville Navigation District
1000 Foust Road * Brownsville, Texas 78521 » Ph (356) §31-4592 » (800) 378-5395 « Fax (956) 83 1-5006
www. portoftrownsville.com
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LTI ERT TR

Congress of the Tniteh States
ouge of Repregentatives e
Washington, DE 205154334 ot )

COMMITIEE ON
HOME LAND SECURITY

May 6, 2013

Ms. Stacey M. Zee

FAA Environmental Specialist
SpaceX EIS cfo Cadno TEC, Inc.
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Ms, Zee:

1 write in response o the May 7, 2013 Public Hearing on the Draft Envi | Impeet St
evaluate the potential impacts that may result from the Federal Aviation Admi Office of C:
Space Transportation proposal to issue launch licenses andfor experimental permits to Space Exploration
Technologies Corporation (SpaceX). | strongly support the preferred alternative detailed in the draft EIS, and |
urge timely approval of the document to allow the planned development to move forward.

(EIS) to

The draft EIS is the product of a careful and thorough znalysis of the impact of the proposed launch
site, SpaceX worked with federal, state, and local officials along with afTected citizensto develop a balanced
proposal that provides significant benefit to the region while mitigating the impact of the construction and
operations of the facility. The draft EIS reflects SpaceX's comprehensive approach in siting the facility ata
location which will provide optimal launch conditions without unduly inpacting the environment or the

dil ities. The ght that went into this initiative will have a long-term positive impact,

positioning the launch site for future success.

The preferred alternative, which would allow construction of a new launch site in South Texas 1o commence, is
in our national interest; the establishment of a new location to support commercial space launch and reusable
les i i iti and national security.

E-02

OF THE GOVERNOR
May 2, 2013

OFFICE

RICK PERRY
GOVERMOR

Mr. Michael McElligott

Manager

Space Transportation Development Division
Federal Aviation Administration

800 Independence Avenue, SW (AST)
Washington, D.C. 20591

Dear Mr. McElligott:

Space Exploration Technologies Corporation (SpaceX) has made great progress in its evaluation
of a South Texas site for a new rocket launch facility. Last year I wrote to you to express my
support for SpaceX, for your cfforts in this process and for the Brownsville officials who are
working to make this project happen. 1 want to make certain you know that this project
continues to have my support.

As our nation moves toward a more commercial model for space exploration, companies like
SpaceX are needed to step up and blaze new trails in space. As we know from our 50 years of
space exploration, SpaceX will also be required to expend a certain amount of money and
assume a certain amount of risk as it moves from the relative safety of Earth into outer space,
both near and far,

launch our c
. i i . i o The State of Texas and the local community are working with SpaceX to mitigae those risks.

The proposed facility would also provide substantial benefits o the entire South Texas region. In addition to We will continue to support SpaceX as it moves through the site evaluation process. In return,
employment opportunities in the construction, maintenance, and operation of the facilily, the launch site will we expect to benefit from economic development in the form of new, well-paying jobs and 3.1.1
have a significar ""s.mx cconomic impact. The s"’::.“chng' :sd‘he home of Space Center H""Sl]""‘ h:"‘ a capital investment in the Brownsville area. Perhaps more importantly, the presence of a rocket
:’,U"EIE‘:I:I::?b:g'rt:':}mf:'::g:iar:r:,mi::ﬁm&’p:iz ;p;:‘;?m:m’um e a1 wbudonte launch facility in South Texas will inspire generations of young Texans to pursue education in N
{hroughout the region by inspiring young people o study and pursue carcers in the Sciece, Technology, 311 SCI:I:m.e., lec_hnollogy,lmgmcm ing e}nd mathematics. Those educated workers will lead our state
Engineering. and Math (STEM) fields and by providing cooperative hand employ opportunities and our nation into the next great frontier.
for students and ed at nearby instituti Hispanics have historically been underrep d in the . . 7
STEM fields, and this proposed facility, in close proximity to several Hispanic-Serving Institutions, will help We know from our experience at Kennedy Space Center that rocket launch facilities can operale 3.45
address that shortfall by developing partnerships to enhance h apportuniti successfully within an environmentally sensitive area. Please know that [ strongly support the

efforts of SpaceX and the Brownsville community to bring this business to Texas. Your -
The SpaceX South Texas Launch Site has my support, and | appreciate the hard work that went into the asproval of their application for a launch facility will open the door to the next 50 years of space
creation of the draft EIS. SpaceX has a deep und fing of the ity, and the draft EIS's support for exploration and commercialization in the United States.
the Preferred Alternative reflects the effort that went inlo crafting a proposal for the ion and ti
of a facility which will serve both the nation and the conmunity. My office of Aerospace, Aviation and Defense stands ready to assist you in any way we can.

You may contact Keith Graf at (512) 475-0487 to engage him and his staff in support of this

project.

,0Z Sincerely,

Filemon Vela
Member of Congress /CK @@ﬂj

Rick Perry

Governor

| RP:]Sp Post Ornce Box 12428 Avsmiv, Texas 78711 (512)453-2000 (Vare/Duaw 7-1-1 ror REAY Services
I Vst wwrw, ToosOwue.con THE OFfaa Wes Sime o i Stare of Texs
Volume Il Comments on the Draft EIS 67 May 2014



Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

E-03

County Administrator
May 7, 2013

Ms. Stacey M. Zee

FAA Environmental Specialist
Space X EIS c/o Cardno TEC, Inc.
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Ms. Zee:

This letter is submitted in response to the May 7, 2013, Public Hearing on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the potential environmental impacts that may
result from the FAA/AST proposal to issue launch licenses and/or experimental permits to Space
Exploration Technologies Corporation (Space X). Iam pleased to submit this letter in support of
Space X’s proposal to launch from a site in Cameron County, Texas.

Locating the proposed launch facility on the Boca Chica Beach site off of Highway 4 would be
an ideal location because of its close proximity to the Gulf of Mexico and because the land that
Space X will need remains undeveloped today. I am confident that Space X will conduct its
operations in a mutually beneficial and cooperative manner with respect to the environment,
local residents, beachgoers, and the community as a whole. Just as they have in other areas,
Space X's experience operating complex launches in and around wild'ife refuges and other
environmentally protected areas can lead to an eco-friendly facility for wildlife and natural
habitat.

The proposed project will be an asset to the enfire South Texas region. [t will inspire our local
school children to reach for the stars and focus more than ever on critical science, technology,
engineering and math studies. It could also create opportunities for programs and degrees as well
as research facilities at our local institutions of higher leamning here in the Rio Grande Valley.
The Space X project will create high-paying job opportunities for local residents and stimulate
other indirect jobs. In addition, the tourism potential a project of this magnitude can bring to the
region is immeasurable.

1 am in full support of the project and am delighted that this comniercial company is strongly
considering Cameron County.

(Q?erest ards,

3.1.1

E-04

RESOLUTION 04-23-2013-01

BE [T RESOLVED THAT ON THE 23" DAY OF APRIL, 2013, THE CITY COMMISSION OF
THE CITY OF PORT ISABEL, CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS CONVENED IN REGULAR
SESSION, AND UPON THE REQUEST OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF PORT
ISABEL, CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS, THE FOLLOWING ITEM WAS PLACED ON THE
AGENDA OF THE SAID COURT FOR SUCH MEETING, PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT
CODE SECTION 551.041 E7. SEQ, VERNON'S TEXAS CIVIL STATUTES (THE TEXAS
OPEN MEETING ACT) TO BE CONSIDERED

“CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION IN
SUPPORT OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT TO ALLOW
SPACE EXPLORATIONS TECHNOLOGIES, INC (SPACEX) TO LAUNCH THE
FALCON 9 AND FALCON HEAVY ORBITAL VERTICAL LAUNCH VEHICLES AND A
VARIETY OF SMALLER REUSABLE SUBORBITAL LAUNCH VEHICLES FROM A
LAUNCH SITE ON PRIVATELY-OWNED PROPERTY IN CAMERON, COUNTY,
TEXAS”

WHEREAS, Space X, Inc. was founded in 2002 by Elon Musk for the purpose of solving
the problem of providing a simple, low cost and reliable way to access and

explore outer space; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Port Isabel, Cameron County, Texas
recognizes the importance of space exploration; and

WHEREAS, Space X Inc. has established its credibility in the area of private manned
and unmanned space flight, having been awarded a significant contract
with NASA for 12 flights for their Falcon 9 rocket and Dragon spacecraft to
the International Space Station after the retirement of the Space Shuttle in

2011; and

WHEREAS, Space X, Inc. has expressed a strong interest in considering an area within
Cameron County, Texas as a possible launch site for its Falcon 1 and
Falcon 9 rockets and Dragon spacecraft; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Port Isabel, Cameron County, Texas
recognizes that the development of such a commercial launch site would
have a tremendous positive economic impact on both job creation and
economic growth to the region; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Port Isabel, Cameron Courty, Texas

Pete Sepulveda, Jr.
County Administrator wishes to express its strong support and pledges to work in cooperation 311
with Space X, Inc. on this importznt project.
Dancy Courthiouse 1100 E. Monroe Street — Suite 256 Brownsville, Texas 78520
Fhone (056) 982-5414 psepulveda@co cameron. t.us Fax (956) 983-5099
Vi
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission of the City of Port
Isabel, Cameron County, Texas unanimously expresses its strong support to Space X, Inc.
for the establishment of a commercial launch site and command center within Cameron
County, Texas.

Passed, Approved and Adopted on this 23" day of April, 2013.

/7&/

Joe E. Vega, Mayor

. Q" .’%Z‘v%/

Maria de )ésus Garza, Commissioner Place 2

y e

Gufillermo Torres, Commissioner Place 4

Juan Jose-Zamara, Commissioner Place 1

- /

Martin C. Cantu, Commissioner Place 3

ATTEST:

cklmu d'ﬂ(-d‘

7 Susie Alcocer, City Secretary

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Jessica Tetreau-Kalifa <jtetreau@cob.us>

Sent: Monday, June 24, 2013 7:01 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Subject: SpaceX Letter of Support

Dear Ms. Zee,

Please ccnsider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation, building a 3.1.1

vertical launch site and launch command center in eastern Cameron County, Texas.

As a Commissioner for the City of Brownsville, | am painfully aware of the challenges and obstacles that our community
faces, and it is often a very harsh reality check as a leader to know that alone we cannot create high paying jobs,
tourism, and the educational opportunities that SpaceX will bring as the world's first private launch site. Brownsville's
median income is about 524,000 which lands us below poverty level, median income. SpaceX will create several hundred
high paying jobs that start at $55,000, along with several hundred additional indirect, induced jobs. Most of these jobs 3.16.1
provided would be local workforce- which would create a new skill set for aerospace and aviation within the area. Qur
local families need these jobs to provide for their families.

One of the most attractive aspects about this proposed project is the minimal impact it will have on our wetlands. | have
had the privilege to visit the Florida launch site, and | have seen how the SpaceX company is active in protecting and —_
preserving the surrounding areas, The proposed Cameron County launch site, will have minimal effect of the

surrounding ecosystemn, and | am confident that SpaceX will do anything and everything to adapt and preserve with the

wetland, as they have already modified plans to meet the needs of the area. 3.13.8
The two species that were of concern to the environmental impact study were the piping plover, and the sea turtles. 3.13.9
SpaceX has been successful in mitigating risks to both of these species in Florida. 3.13.1

As someone who has visited Florida during a launch, | am aware of the fact that hotels book solid, restaurants fill to
capacity, and souvenir shops are filled with shoppers with the thousands of visitors who travel to view the launch. This
would be a much needed boost to our struggling tourism economy, that will create jobs and expands our sales tax base.

The SpaceX Texas launch Site is the one project that students from kinder- high school seniors, as well as our college
students are truly inspired and excited about. This is the one opportunity, chance of a lifetime Brownsville has patiently
been waiting for to come our way. It is not every day that a company as special SpaceX needs you the way we need
them.

Jessica Tetreau
~=——*--ioner, District2
‘ownsville
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May 29, 2013

Ms. Stacey M. Zee

FAA Environmental Speaalist, SpaceX EIS
¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.,,

275 West Street, Swite 110

Annapalis, MD 21401

Re: Notice of Availability and Request for Comment on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the
SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Ms. Zee,

The Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA), representing nearly 385,000 pilots and general aviation
enthusiasts nationwide, submuts the following comments in response to the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement for the SpaceX Texas Launch Site near Brownsville, TX. Greater clanty 15 needed on the impacts
to general aviation before AOPA can agree that the cumulative impacts are not sipnificant.

The DEIS states that, “because there would be few launches each year and the launches would only last for a
few minutes, temporary dosures of existing airspace would not impact the performance and capability of the
NAS." AOPA disagrees that temporary flight restrictions would last only a few minutes or that such dosures
would not impact the performance and capacity of the NAS. Similar launches have cesulted in TFRs lasting

 Brownsville Economic N-02
Development Council

www BEDC.com

A RESOLUTION BY THE ASOCIACION DE EMPRESARIOS MEXICANOS - BROWNSVILLE/SOUTH
PADRE ISLAND CHAPTER TO ACKNOWLEDGE AND MOVE TO EXTEND GREAT APPRECIATION
AND SUPPORT OF THE COMMERCIAL LAUNCH SITE PROJECT BY SPACE EXPLORATION
TECHNOLOGY CORP.

WHEREAS, the Asociacion de Empresarios Mexicanos - Brownsville/South Padre Island Chapter
(AEM) is a business league that promotes the economic and industrial development of Brownsville-
Matamoros Borderplex and is dedicated to building economic prosperity in the region; and

WHEREAS, Brownsville, Texas is the southernmost city in the continental United States and closest
to the equator, and a region broadleafl plants, with native parrots where Tropical Savanna,
Chihuahuan desert, Gulf Coast Plain and Great Plains climates all intersect; And Brownsville, being
the 16t largest city in the Lone Star State, saddles the Rio Grande, lies along the Gulf of Mexico and
is the 4t largest Border Metro on the U.S.-Mexico border; and

WHEREAS, the Boca Chica Beach area at one point was considered for launch site 50 years ago
when NASA was exploring launch options for its program; and

WHEREAS, Space Exploration Technology Corp., also known as SpaceX, is a sustainable and
environmentally conscious enterprise practicing and designing efforts on a major project, has
shortlisted Brownsville, Texas as one of three finalists for a rocket launch site operation; And the
SpaceX project, dubbed a Commercial Cape Canaveral, will increase the presence of the aerospace
industry in South Texas and solidify the state in space leadership; and

WHEREAS, SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9 and Falcon Heavy orbital launch vehicles from

several hours, oftentimes over successive days due to lzunch delays from unforeseen circumstances. 3.23.1 a private site in proximity to Boca Chica Beach and proposes to build a vertical launch site and a
While AOPA - b o It in the TER bei Led cadlv. therei launch control center; And the proposed vertical launch site land is currently undeveloped and
ke ﬂ[)[}ﬂ.'(_'lﬂ ef that such untoreseen del a).'s resy i the i )L‘J[lg candceled eal )" there 15 no 'I Cated a T : Coy : .
reliable or efficient mechanism to communicate such an eady closure to general aviazon pilots. AOPA ° away from populated areas in proximity to State Highway 4; and
requests that the FAA quantify the duration and frequency of anticipated temporary flight restrictions and the . . . .
cumulative impact on general aviation flight operations in the area as part of the Final Environmental Impact WHEREAS, The Greater Brownsville Borderplex has been actively working with SpaceX for over 2
Statement. years, and SpaceX would add a seventh mode of transportation for Brownsville, which include
- international bridge, interstate highway, barge traffic, deep-sea vessel, air cargo, international
We appreciate the opportunity to submit comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the pipeline, and now be adding transport to space; and
SpaceX Texas Launch Site near Brownsville, TX.
WHEREAS, SpaceX would have a significant impact in Cameron County through direct, indirect and
Sincerely, induced job creation through the emergence of an aerospace cluster; And project of this magnitude
; would great opportunities for local schools and higher education; and
o ks ! WHEREAS, Of utmost importance is the public-private partnership between SpaceX, Greater
Mom amer Brownsville and Cameron County which will embrace stewardships between business, trade,
fanager ) commerce, education, culture, history and the environment
Asrspace and Modernization
THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Asociacion de Empresarios Mexicanos - Brownsville/South 3.11
Padre Island Chapter (AEM] move to extend great appreciation and support of the commercial
cion de Empresarios Mexicanos Board ofD[mm”yﬁ;}' of April, 2013
B 3 &
' = / 7
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& Brownsville Economic
Development Council
www.BEJC.com

Brownsville Economic
Development Council

www.BEDC.com
May 7,2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS ¢fo Cardno TEC Inc.

May 7, 2013 275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

Stacey Zee
FAA Envi 1 Protection Speciali ¢ 1

IS ol Coni TEC Tne, RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21409 Dear Ms. Zee,

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas —

| am writing in support of SpaceX or Space Exploraticn Technologies Corporation and their plans to build
a launch site in my hometown of Brownsville, Texas. While | understand and appreciate the environmental | 3.1.1
concemns, | do believe that the impact will be minimal and that the ecanomic returns will mitigate if.

Dear Ms. Zee,

On the behalf of the Brownsville Economic Development Council (BEDC) please consider this letter in support of
SpaceX building a commercial launch site and launch comnmand center near Boca Chica Beach, on the eastern edge of

Brownsville. _
The BEDC is a business league which is commissioned with the responsibility of developirg and working with projects In making your decision, please consider the benefit to the peaple of Brownsville. As of March 2013 the

that will provide a positive cconomic impact in the Brownsville community which fn tum will create cmployment unemployment rate was 10.2%. The proposed SpaceX project would add 600 direct jobs, the majority of
opportunites and wealth forour citizes. The development of the commercil Iunch sic ur SpaceX is  project hal - 3.1.1 which will be filed by Brownsville area workers. In adtition, we expect the project b atiract new 3161
will not only dircetly create higher paying jobs in the community, it will foster the development of suppliers am businesses and give a robust economic boost o exising local businesses dus to the need for lodging and

ventures in the region, the aerospace industrial cluster will begin to develop, and the tourisr industry will gain a

tremendous boost. food for tourists and visiling vendors. -

" . : I o ed ional ities will emer, th and
i?::::);r‘:g:;m'g;"t:ﬂ:g:i:ilt::l districts and un‘lvcl:i‘t'i\:s will gain new life, and int\::}:s;?;ffzéfsu:];io..al ) Protecting the environment is crucial, and | have all confidence that the FAA, while allowing the project to
partnerships will be created between the public and private sectors. The perception of Brownsville, a border community go forward, will also follow the guidelines outlined in the 2005 “Final Programmatic Envirenmental Impact
will change and a new image of our city will be formed. Statement for Horizontal Lauhch and Reentry of Reentry Vehicles”; in short, | look forward to the SpaceX
We are equally excited and much appreciative of our working relationship with SpaceX over the Jast two years and their program and the much-needed economic development it will bring existing in harmony with solid
willingness and desire to do the right thing for the Brownsville community and our local environment. The fact that environmental values monitored by the FAA.

since the beginning they have reached out and tried to meet with every known group in the community, to explain their
project and the potential impacts has been important. Knowing that they will work with Sea Turtle Inc., they will
develop and will train their employees, contractors and the general public on issues related to the environment and its

p and that the ion of the site will minimize effects on wetlands, provides us with the knowledge that
SpaceX will be a good corporate citizen. ' Very sincerely yours,,
The BEDC supports this project! — ) ) I
, P al S D

Beth A. Pritchard

Assistant Vice President of Payroll Services
301 Mexico Bivd Brownsville TX 78520
bpritchard@thesba.com

- ; - ] : . BROWNSVILEMATAMOROS CompetitiveRead
301 Mexico Blvd,, Ste. F1 (ITEC C}a:rrqlvu;J. Brg:v;sa\glaig,;é Lssmﬂ%g‘cz&%} 5411183 | Toll; (B00) 5525352 7’___- Y BEDG, contracted by the GBIC/301 Maxico Bivd, Suste F1 (ITEC Carmpus) ol v
i (956) : Brownsville, Texas 78520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com
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Brownsville Economic
Development Council

www EEDC.com

A RESOLUTION OF THE BROWNSVILLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
COUNCIL OF BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS, IN SUPPORT OF THE DEVELOPMENT
OF A LAUNCH SITE, BY SPACE EXPLORATION TECHNOLOGIES, INC.
(SPACEX), IN THE AREA OF BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS,

Whereas, the Brownsville Economic Development Council of the City of Brownsville, Texas, shares
in SpaceX, Inc's vision of the importance of space exploration to expand and preserve the
consciousness of human life; and

Whereas, the Brownsville Economic Development Council of the City of Brownsville, Texas;
recognizes that the development of the first ever, commercial launch site in the world, in the Brownsville,
Texas area, would be a community changer thal would change the perception of Brownsville and
Cameron County and have a tremendous positive economic impact on both job creation and economic
growth; and .

Whereas, SpaceX is seeking approval from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to conduet up
to 12-comercial launches per year, with ten being launches of their Falcon-8 rockets and two of their
Falcon Heavy rockets; and

Whereas, the development of this project should create 600 direct and 400 indirect jobs well
exceeding the average county wage with an annual economic impact in excess of $70 million once fully 3.16.1
operational, with the majority of employment being from the region, and e

Whereas, the launch project falls within the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics
(STEM) program of Brownsville Independent School District (BISD), and should support the development
of an aerospace magnet program, foster partnerships between schools and industry, create internship
opportunities, and enhance UTB's Astrophysics Program; and

Whereas, environmentally, SpaceX will design their private launch site to minimize construction on
wetland, will develop an adopt-a-beach program for Boca Chica Beach, create environmental awareness
programs for staff, contractors and public, and mitigate risks to wildlife much like which is done at Cape
Canaveral and the Kennedy Space Center in Florida,

Whereas, the Brownsville Economic Development Council of the City of Brownsville, Texas, wishes
to express its support and pledge of future cooperation to SpaceX, Inc., for establishing a commercial 3.1.1
launch site within the city of Brownsville, Texas, extreterritorial jurisdiction.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT:

The Brownsville Economic Development Council of the City of Brownsvile, Texas, unanimously
expresses its strong unwavering support to SpaceX, Inc., for the establishment of a commercial launch
site within the city of Brownsville, Texas, extraterritorial jurisdiction.

DONE this 2i§*— _ dayor_(“_'\% 2013, —
ez 7

Keith Uhles, Board Chairman

N-06

STATE OF TEXAS §

§

COUNTY OF CAMERON §
RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED THAT ON THE 29™ DAY OF APRIL, 2013, THE CAMERON COUNTY
REGIONAL MOBILITY AUTHORITY BOARD OF DIRECTORS CONVENED IN A
SPECIAL MEETING AND UPON THE REQUEST OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS THE
FOLLOWING ITEM WAS PLACED ON THE AGENDA OF THE SAID BOARD FOR SUCH
MEETING

“CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION IN
SUPPORT OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT TO ALLOW
SPACE EXPLORATIONS TECHNOLOGIES, INC. (SPACE X) TO LAUNCH THE
FALCON 9 AND FALCON HEAVY ORBITAL VERTICAL LAUNCH VEHICLES
AND A VARIETY OF SMALLER REUSABLE SUBORBITAL LAUNCH VEHICLES
FROM A LUNCH SITE ON PRIVATELY-OWNED PROPERTY IN
CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS”

WHEREAS, Space X, Inc. was founded in 2002 by Elon Musk for the purpose of solving the
problem of providing a simple, low cost and reliable way to access and explore

outer space; and

WHEREAS, the Cameron County Regional Mobility Authority Board of Directors recognizes
the importance of space exploration; and

WHEREAS, Space X, Inc. has established its credibility in the area of private‘manned and
unmanned space flight, having been awarded 2 significant contract with NAS.‘I\ for
12 flights for their Falcon 9 rockel and Dragon spacecraft to the International
Space Station after the retirement of the Space Shuttle in 2011; and

WHEREAS, Space X, Inc. has expressed a strong interest in considering an area within
Cameron County, Texas as a possible launch site for its Falcon | and Falcon 9

rockets and Dragon spacecraft; and

WHEREAS, the Cameron County Regional Mobility Authority Board of Directors recognizes
that the development of such a commercial launch site would have a lremcnd'ous
positive economic impact on both job creation and economic growth to the region;
and
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WHEREAS, the Cameron County Regional Mobility Authority Board of Directors wishes to
express its strong support and pledges to work in cooperation with Space X, Inc. [3-1-1 ;
on this important project.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Cameron County Rzgional Mobility Board

of Directors unanimously expresses its strong support to Space X, Inc. for the establishment of a 3“}‘“ Protection Specialist
commercial launch site and command center within Cameron County, Texas. CSM}'-:“O] E—:C‘ Inc.

. Suite
Passed, Approved and Adopted on this 29" day of April, 2013 21401

behalf of the Civil War Trust, the nation’s largest nonprofit battlefield
ILITY BOARD OF DIRECTORS anization. Our mission is to protect America’s endangered Civil War
le appreciation of these hallowed grounds through education and herit-
+date, the Trust has preserved more than 36,000 acres of battlefield

. including 3 acres at Texas’s historic Palmito Ranch Battlefield.

CAMERON COUNTY REGIONAL M

his letter is to convey the Civil War Trust’s chief concerns with the
Exploration Technologies Corporation (SpaceX) Launch Site in Cam-
xas, as well as the corresponding Draft Environmental Impact State-
:pared by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). The Trust

dbsent

MICHAEL SCAIEF shared assessment of the National Park Service (NPS), U.S. Fish and
TREASURER +(FWS) and Texas Historical Commission (THC) that this project, as

wed, stands to negatively impact the Palmito Ranch Battlefield National 3.11.7

ark (NHL). Further, we find that the current version of the DEIS often
rquately acknowledging or addressing adverse effects to the battlefield. -

DAVID N. GARZA . .
DIRECTOR DIRECTOR March 21, 2013 and addressed to Mark Wolfe, THC's Executive Di- 7
zxas State Historic Preservation Officer, the FAA notes the importance
of the Palmito Ranch Battlefield — *an open, gently rolling plain of’

36 séh t Mats with lomas™ — calling it “one of the primary atiributes that con-
HORACIO BARRERA MARK ESPART A gnificance of the NHL.” In addition, the FAA correctly points out that
DIRECTOR DIRECTOR ment has occurred in this area” to date. Construction of the proposed 3.81
Site within three miles of the battlefield’s eastern boundary would rep-
ant shift in this respect. Itis vital, therefore, that SpaceX and all par-
th this project heed the NPS recommendation in the U.S. Department
June 3 letter to FAA that they “ensure all feasible and prudent altema-
analyzed and all possible measures to minimize harm to the NHL are
1is and every stage of the review process,

FWS in particular have emphasized in previous correspondence, the
nd visual effects to the Palmito Ranch Battlefield from the SpaceX
great, as are the effects stemming from activities and visitation related | 3 ¢ 4
terous planned launches. While the FAA has noted some of these ef-
yet sufficiently emphasized the full extent or significance of them.
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When the FAA wrote in March, for instance, that the site’s “250-foot tall water tower Civil War Trust’s hope that it move forward in a manner that will maintain the integri-

and the up to 200-foot tall lightning protection towers would be visible from much of ty of the Palmito Ranch Battlefield, one of the few remaining battle-womn landscapes

the NHL,” it also claimed that *construction of the launch facilities is unlikely to cause in a state whose history was so greatly shaped by that national conflict. In pursuit of 3.8.1
a substantial diminishment of setting,” citing the towers” “small profile on the horizon™ the future, the Lone Star State need not compromise its past, and we urge SpaceX and

and SpaceX’s offer to “paint the water tower, lightning towers, and other launch facili- |3.11.1 all involved to consider and strive to advance the interests of both as this proposal con-

ties as necessary a non-reflective, light tan color.” In NPS’s June 3 comments, howev- tinues to take shape.

er, the Park Service appropriately underscored that a host of facilities and features of

the SpaceX Launch Site beyond the towers highlighted — including additional build- Thank you for tl if our organization.

ings. overhead lighting and security fences, among other items — “will all have a sig- Please do not he 1wne at (202) 367-

nificant visual impact and thus a direct impact on the historic integrity of the NHL.” | 1861, ext. 7224, s any questions or

- wish to discuss «
It is of the utmost importance that FAA and the DEIS provide a full and complete pic-

ture of the potential adverse effects of this project now to help make certain that Sincerely,
SpaceX will, in turn, comprehensively address each during the Section 106 process

and in the course of drafting the Section 106 Memorandum of Agreement with NPS, 3112

THC and others. In addition to the visual impacts noted above, this includes impacts 6 .
from noise; unfortunately, NPS has observed that “it appears mitigation measures re-

lated to noise have been removed from this version of the DEIS.” Further, NPS has =

made the crucial point that — even apart from launch-specific noise — the “volume of
daily traffic in support of [SpaceX] facilities will introduce substantially more unnatu- O. James Lighthizer, President
ral ambient background noise to the most visited/used areas of the NHL ... and will 3.81
impact the visitor’s ability to experience the setting, location and feeling of the site.”

Finally, just as important to address are the effects — short-term and long-term alike
— of the new and increased use of, and visitation to, the land in the vicinity of the pro-
posed SpaceX Launch Site. Earlier this month, FWS “reiterate[d] [its] concern that
closures and activities associated with the launch[es] will have significant impacts to
the management of surrounding NWR, NPS, and State Park lands ... and viewshed to
the Palmito Ranch Battlefield NHL.” NPS has seconded FWS’s concern, specifically 38.1
citing the impacts from the possible constructive use of the NHL stemming from tem-
porary occupancy during launch hours, as well as a number of related “secondary im-
pacts” which include “the potential for off-road driving, campfires/campsites, and loot-
ing.” The area’s environment — described by the FWS as “semi-arid” — means that
these secondary impacts could ultimately leave lasting scars, as “damage to the land
from a single all-terrain vehicle track ... can persist for many years and set up a chain
reaction of changes to the landscape.”

We are grateful for the FAA’s work on the DEIS to date and appreciate both the
amount of effort invested thus far and the amount of potential this project holds for the
State of Texas. We were, however, disappointed to read in the course of our review
the FWS report that “SpaceX has been buying up land in anticipation of building the 3.4.6
project at the Boca Chica location without adequately analyzing other viable alterna-
tives, and ... committing resources to that site.” In FWS’s opinion, “this action clearly
limits the availability of alternatives and appears to violate the spirit and intent of
NEPA [the National Environmental Policy Act].” If this project proceeds, it is the
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(COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE May 30, 2013
Ms. Stacy M. Zee,

Environmental Protection Specialist

FAA/Space X EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street — Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21401

May 6, 2013

Stacey Zee ]
FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

Comments on Draft Environmental Impact Statement SpaceX Texas Launch site

Re: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas These comments are on behalf of Frontera Audubon Society, a non-profit conservation organization

whose mission since 1975 has been to promote the value and preservation of wildlife and wildlife
habitat in the Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas. We thank you for the opportunity to comment on this
proposed project.

Dear Ms. Zee:

It i with great pleasure that the Rio Grande Valley Wing of the Commemoralive “".;{t 311
Force and AIR FIESTA offer their unqualified support for the SpaceX Launch tactlity - Frontera Audubon has had an active interest in preserving the Boca Chica/South Bay ecosystem since
Project in Brownsville, Texas. the mid-1980's when a massive development project [Playa Del Rio] proposed the complete
transformation of this wild, undeveloped but biologically important ecosystem into marinas, golf
courses and condominiums, A subsequent Endangered Species Consultation resulted in a jeopardy
opinion on 3 endangered species, and the project collapsed, taking down 2 savings & loan institutions
with it. The land, over 12,000 acres, ended up in the Resolution Trust Corporation, and ultimately (after

We operate the only WWII flying museum and produce the only v_vorld cla.s:s airshow |
south of San Antonio. Se, it follows that we are deeply, even passionately, m}ereséedo]’n a
things aviation related......... be it rudimentary flying machines from the 30’s and 40°s or

advanced rocket and communication technology. at least 1 lawsuit which Audubon was a party to) with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service as part of the
Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge. The Service gave the beachfront portion to Texas
We assume that SpaceX will, along with launching satellite bearing rockets, ch\'elop a Parks & Wildlife Department. During this same time period South Bay became the first sanctuary in the
museum/visitors center for the purpose of demonstrating to young and old alike Ih{: Texas Coastal Sanctuary Program. Its oyster beds, sea grasses and mangrove edges were recognized as
rtunities inherent in those fields of science an extremely productive nursery for fish, shellfish and mollusks. All this is to say that we know the Boca
wonders of modern space travel and the opportunit
associated with it Chica/South Bay area very well. We also know that 95% of the native habitat in the Lower Rio Grande

Valley is gone and that Boca Chica/South Bay is a significant portion of the sliver that remains.
The RGV Wing is dedicated to exposing suceeeding generations to the advancements

ade in aviation over the past 70-80 years, particularly in defense of our freedqm. SO: we Regarding the Draft EIS, we acknowledge and appreciate the effort that has been made to identify and
made icinating with SpaceX in broadening the focus our mutual education efforts analyze the many impacts the SpaceX construction and launches are likely to have on the fragile
ant_tclpats parll{:];')ﬂ 111[.’1(:'.(1a End today, but tomorrow as well. ecosystems and the many animal species in the area. Nevertheless there are some shortcomings in the
to include not only yes ¥ ’ analysis and in the proposed mitigation measures, which we hope will be remedied in the final
. F d t.
One hallmark of AIR FIESTA is that we demonsirate, up close and personal, the ocumen

Sl exi in aviati SpaceX is doing the same thing every day. 7
possibilities existent 1n aviation and Space: g Regarding the Kemps Ridley sea turtle (the most endangered of all the species of sez turtles and the only
5 hich nests on Boca Chica), lighting is a particular concern and we concur with SpaceX’s proposal to

: we implore the FAA to look favorably on the one wi .
For these, and man‘ybolhcr rg.aso‘ns as well, we imp have no lights facing the Gulf of Mexico, and to have lights turned off whenever possible. Impacts
h facility application. associated with the tremendous amount of noise and vibrations associated with launches are more
problematic as there is no easy remedy. “Noise and vibrations from the rocket launches could frighten

Z\ nesting turtles, causing them to abandon their nesting attempt.” [DEIS p.4-66] Allowing Sea Turtles Inc. 3.14.6

to patrol the beach following rocket launches strikes us as a rather pitifully meager remedy. Patrolling
for nesting turtles both prior to and following launches would be an improvement. Having a launch
“black-out period” during the height of nesting season would be a real remedy.

inance Officer
AIR FIESTA 2014 -
RGV Wing-CAF

P.0.Box 8190 Brownsville, Texas 78526 » (956) 541-8585
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The endangered ocelot and jaguarundi are known tc occur in the Boca Chica area. The Rio Grande n obvious remedy would have SpaceX purchase or lease sufficient private land and establish the
serves as an east-west corridor for these secretive nocturnal cats, and Boca Chica is an important part of appropriate infrastructure for launch viewing, The Boca Chica area is semi-arid, with sandy soils and
a north-south corridor from the river north to Laguna Atascosa NWR and the ranch country. While the extensive wind-tidal flats. Damage from off road vehicles, including ATVs can be severe and long-lasting. 3.141
proposed launch and control center sites are not good cat habitat, there are likely to be impacts due to SpaceX needs to partner with the Fish & Wildlife Service to ensure that such damage doesn’t occur, (Cont.)
significantly increased vehicular traffic on Highway 4, much of which is lined by good brush habitat. either from the viewing public or from its own staff and contractors. _
Vehicle strikes are the leading cause of documented ocelot mortality in South Texas. Posting speed
limits and warning signs will accomplish little. Clearing brush along the roadside diminishes habitat and 3.148 The draft EIS has various shortcomings and needs further work. The natural value of the land that
may not prevent collisions as the cats are nocturnal and drivers can only see what is illuminated by their SpaceX seeks to impact is under-recognized, being described simply as “vacant, undeveloped, open
headlights [e.g. straight ahead]. USF&WS should have the major say in determining the suitability of this space.” Wildlife and ecosystem values are barely acknowledged. The mitigation measures it contains,
proposed remedy. One remedy would be essentially eliminating nighttime traffic. A better remedy while well intentioned, are narrow and limited in scope, not commensurate with the wide-ranging
would be “cat crossings” beneath the highway at strategic locations. impacts the project is likely to have. Mitigating a few acres of filled wetlands, beach clean-ups, vague 3.221
— BMPs, and sign posting isn't enough. SpaceX needs to think big. Protecting the entire Boca Chica/South
The proposed project’s impact to critical habitat of the endangered piping plover is acknowledged, and ] Bay area from the deleterious impacts of future development on private lands would benefit
the proposed 5:1 wetland remediation seems appropriate. The effects of launch nose, light and immeasurably the ecosystem and wildlife that it supports, and would benefit SpaceX's need to launch in _J
vibration on piping plovers, red knots, aplomado and peregrine falcons, reddish egrets and other undeveloped areas. Below are listed mitigation measures that we highly recommeni. 7]
nesting and resting species in the greater area is much harder to assess, though some degree of negative 1. Five to one mitigation for not just impacted wetlands but for the entire project acreage. Private
impact is likely. “Bird behavioral responses to noise include nest abandonment, egg mortality, land north of the control center site (western edge of South Bay) could be purchased and either 3.22.1
premature fledging, predation, dep d feeding rates, and habitat avoidance.” [DEIS p. 4-56] In our transferred to federal, state or private land resource agencies, or put into conservation
opinion this unavoidable wide impact warrants mitigation on a larger scale. easements. -
2. SpaceX should work with the Brownsville Navigation District to extend for 20 more years its
The Texas coast is an extremely important corridor for migratory birds., The Mississippi and Central lease to the US Fish & Wildlife Service of the 4000 acres of land between Highway 4 and the
Flyways converge here for the millions of songbirds migrating to & from Central/ South America and the 3.14.3 Brownsville Ship Channel. This land consists of wind-tidal flats and unique vegetated clay hills 3.22.1
central United States and Canada. The Draft EIS does not adequately analyze these impacts. This " called lomas. Brownsville is very eager to land the SpaceX project, so conditioning the lease
becomes especially important when during spring migration there is a “norther” which causes millions extention appears viable and would cost SpaceX nothing. -
of birds crossing the western Gulf of Mexico to seek immediate landfall (a “fallout”) for survival. A 3. Portable light and lightning towers, raised only during launch events, would be much more bird- 3.22.4
launch event during a fallout could be disastrous. A good resource to better analyze these possible friendly. Mo guide wires for structures. -
impacts is the Gulf Coast Bird Observatory in Lake Jackson. Peak spring migration is early April to mid- 4, Work with USF&WS, USNMFS, Texas PEWD and Sea Turtles Inc. to establish a 30 day launch
May. We recommend there be a “black-out” period for rocket launches, sometting that could benefit moratorium during peak bird migration. Or a ne-launch policy during north wind [“norther”] 3.14.3
nesting sea turtles as well. An alternative would be a “no launch” policy in April and May whenever the events during April and May. Prevailing winds are from the southeast. —
wind is blowing from the north. Another issue that the DEIS failed to examine is the effects of migrating 5. Lease or acquire a parcel of land adjacent to Highway 4 to manage as a controlled launch
birds colliding with structures and guide wires. Literature exists on this important issue. Design viewing area for the public. The proposed “soft” closure site at Massey Drive is not suitable as it | 3.14.1
remedies can lessen though not eliminate this potential impact. - is surrounded by National Wildlife Refuge land. =
— 6. Setting forth in the deed for the launch and control center areas that at such time that SpaceX
The potential for surface water and ground water contamination is analyzed in the DEIS, but not has no further use for the site, that all structures will be removed and the land pass to the U.S 3.21.1
adequately so, particularly with respect to contingercy planning for possible hurricane events. 3 major Fish & Wildlife Service or Texas Parks & Wildlife Department. -
hurricanes (1932, 1967 & 1980) made landfall at Boca Chica in the past 80 years. The proposed launch =
site is essentially at sea level, and the 1932 event had a storm surge of 16 feet, literally erasing all of the Frontera Audubon appreciates the opportunity to participate in this NEPA permitting process. Until
substantial development which existed along Boca Chica at that time. How will SpaceX remove all the such time that SpaceX examines likely impacts more thoroughly, and mitigates more broadly and
stored rocket fuels, solvents and other hazardous materials from the site when a major storm 3.15.4 commensurate with those likely impacts, we stand in opposition to this project. SpaceX has a unique 321
approaches? 200,000 gal of RP-1 rocket fuel is a lot of hazardous material to move to safety on very opportunity to make this wild, expansive and productive ecosystem as good as or better than they
short notice. A spill into South Bay (very shallow, relatively small volume of water) would be found it. We hope this is their guiding principle throughout. The land is simply too important for us to
catastrophic. Ground water contamination could be another huge impact, as the underlying Gulf Coast expect less. -
Aquifer already is supplying a substantial part of Brownsville’s municipal water needs [SpaceX is using
out-of-date data]. Further analysis and contingency planning specifics need to be part of the final EIS.
= Jim Chapman, President
Potential impacts from public viewing of rocket launches are not adequately examined in the draft EIS. Frontera Audubon Society
The proposed “soft” closure area is nearly all national wildlife refuge land. Where will cars park and how |3.14.1 1101 5. Texas Blvd
will large crowds be managed? What will prevent off-road vehicles from damaging refuge land? An Weslaco, TX 78596
jchapmanrgv@gmail.com
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jim Chapman <jchapmanrgv@gmail.com>
Monday, June 03, 2013 1:50 PM

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Comments received?

Please aknowledge receiving comments on the SpaceX DEIS from Frontera Audubon Society. They were
emailed to you on June 1, & since today is the deadline [ want to make sure they were received. Thank you. 321

N-11

pwwn N

GREATER INCENTIVES ON
OhAhe Boror, Bythe Sem

RESOLUTION NUMBER 2013

A RESOLUTION OF THE GREATER BROWNSVILLE INCENTIVES
CORPORATION (GBIC) OF THE BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS, IN
SUPPORT OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF A LAUNCH SITE, BY SPACE
EXPLORATION TECHNOLOGIES, INC. (SPACEX), IN THE AREA OF
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS,

Whereas, the Greater Brownsville Incentives Corporation (GBIC) of Brownsville, Texas, shares in
SpaceX, Inc.'s vision of the importance of space exploration to expand and preservz the consciousness
of human life; and

Whereas, the Greater Brownsville Incentives Corporation (GBIC) of Brownsville, Texas; recognizes
that the development of the first ever, commercial launch site in the world, in the Brownsville, Texas area,
would be a community changer that would change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron County
and have a tremendous positive economic impact on both job creation and economic growth; and

Whereas, SpaceX is seeking approval from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to conduct up
to 12-comercial launches per year, with ten being launchzs of their Falcon-9 rockets end two of their
Falcon Heavy rockets; and

Whereas, the development of this project should create 600 direct and 400 indirect jobs well
exceeding the average county wage with an annual economic impact in excess of $70 million once fully 3.16.1
operational, with the majority of employment being from the region, and

Whereas, the launch project falls within the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics
(STEM) program of Brownsville Independent School District (BISD), and should support the development
of an aerospace magnet program, foster partnerships between schools and industy, create internship
opportunities, and enhance UTB's Astrophysics Program; and

Whereas, environmentally, SpaceX will design their private launch site to minimize construction on
wetland, will develop an adopt-a-beach program for Boca Chica Beach, create environmental awareness
programs for staff, contractors and public, and mitigate risks to wildlife much like which is done at Cape
Canaveral and the Kennedy Space Center in Florida,

Whereas, the Greater Brownsville Incentives Corporation (GBIC) of Brownsvillz, Texas, wishes to
express its support and pledge of future cooperation to SpaceX, Inc., for establishing a commercial
launch site in Cameron County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THAT:

The Greater Brownsville Incentives Corporation (GBIC) of Brownsville, Texas, unanimously

presses its strong ur ing support to SpaceX, Inc., for the establishment of a commercial launch 3.1.1
site in Cameron County.
#d ' ‘
DONE this 0?3 dayor_w Gaf 2013, By
s N,
Sandra L. Langley, Board Chairman
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Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Jjmsteinhaus@austin.r.com -
Sent: Friday, May 31, 2013 3:26 PM R . JEAN-MicHEL COUSTEAU'S
To: Johnsen, Jaclyn M. . OCEAN
Ce: carole@seaturtles.org
Subject: Re: SpaceX EISIN TEXAS E%}HJER*F\?
3
May 31, 2013 April 17,2013
Stacey M. Zee
| am writing concerning the EIS regarding the proposed SpaczX launches at Boca Chica Beach in Texas on the Gulf Coast. FAA Environmental Specialist, SpaceX EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.
The Kemp's Ridley sea turtle nests on the Boca Chica Beach from April to July, with hatchlings potentially emerging from 275 West Street, Suite 110
June through September. Annapolis, MD 21401.
These turtles are endangered and protected under the Endangered Species Act. This protection includes safeguard of| Dear Ms. Zee, 7]
dunes from development and or destruction, and limiting artificial lighting they may interfere with the nesting and .
hatching of the species. To our dismay, we have been informed by our friend, Professor James Mills, UT- 321
Brownsville, of the proposed SpaceX project in Cameron County, TX. We frmly support the -
3.14.6 efforts by the people of Cameron and other areas of Texas to stop this controversial project.
SpaceX has stated they would have 12 launches per year occurring between 7 AM and 7 PM. The Kemp's Ridley is a _
species that is known to nest during the day, and this launch time may impact their ability to nest. This fragile ecosystem is the habitat of several endangered species, such as the piping
| would request that SpaceX, USFW and the FAA follow all requirements of the Endangersd Species Act to ensure plover, aplomado falcon, jaguarondi, the ocelot and sea turtles. Sadly, the ocelot population 37.1
protection of this critically endangered sea turtle. in the US is less than 200. e
Sincerely, Many reports have mentioned the negative impact not just for the environment and
loanie Steinhaus wildlife, but also the restrictions and banning of access to the public beaches for an 3221
Associate Campaign Director, Gulf of Mexico Turtle Island Restoration Project uncountable number of families that traditionally have enjoyed this beautiful zone. If we e
512-417-7741 do not act immediately, taking into consideration the present and future gznerations, the
contamination and destruction will be inevitable.

We call upon the authorities in charge of the protection of our national wetlands, to
carefully judge this case. The gain for some does not justify another ecocide to our
embattled Planet.

Respectfully

Ruben D. Arvizu

‘.;a:ﬂ_

Director for Latin America
Film/Producer-Writer
Ambassador- Global Cities Covenant on Climate

‘Occan Futares Society With additional offices in :

325 Chapala Strest Ocdsn Patur Europe

Sants Barbara,

Californis 93101 LISA Ocesn Futures Society aly

TEL 805,859 8R0% Instivato Jean-Michel Coastean Brail

FAX BOS.599.8398

www.OceanFutures.org
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Scheleen Walker <scheleen.walker@sierraclub.org>
Monday, June 03, 2013 1:03 PM

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Draft EIS for SpaceX

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Can someone please confirm that the comment period for this Draft EIS has been extended to June 24, 2013?

Also, I attended the May 7 public hearing on this Draft EIS and signed in. Idid not receive notice of this
extension, however, but just happened to notice it. Can you please ensure I am added to any email list for future
updates on this project?

Thank you,

Ms. Scheleen Walker
Director

Lone Star Chapter Sierra Club

1A Qe fantnnin Chonat sl TV 72701

yoy and protect the planet.

3.21.1

N-15

Ms, Stacey M. Zee
ronmental Protection Specialist

CLUB

FOUNDED 1892

June 24, 2013
Submitted via ¢ 10tec.com

Dear Ms. Zee

Please accept these comments on behalf of the Sierra Club regarding the draft Environmental Impact Statement issued for

the proposed SpaceX launch site near Boca Chica Beach in South Texas” Cameron County. We appreciate the
opportunity to participate in the National Environmental Poliey Act process.

The Sierra Club is not at this time taking a position for or against the project, and will instead withhold final judgment
pending the release of more detailed information on the proposed project and mitigation. We appreciate the willingness of
representatives of Space X to engage with the Sierra Club and other stakeholders and to consider various options to
minimize the project’s likely impacts, and we hope to continue this dialogue. These comments are intended to identify
some of the polential impacts that we believe must be fully explored and addressed in the final Environmental Impact
Statement.

The Sierra Club is concerned about a range of environmental impacts that construction of infrastructure and launches
could have on ragile, local ccosystems and sensitive species. The proposed launch site is surrounded by the 10,680 acre
Boca Chica trazt of the Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge. The LRGVNWR was envisioned as a
wildlife corrider, linking tracts of land for use by terrestrial animals, especially the ocelot and jaguarundi, which are listed
as endangered under the federal Endangered Species Act. Boca Chica beach, adjacent to the launch site, is one of the few
places where Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtles, one of the world’s most critically endangered sea turtles, come ashore to nest in
the spring and summer. This area also provides habitat for birds, including the piping plover and rec knot, and is visited
by millions of migrating birds and bats each fall and spring. In addition, construction and operation of the proposed
launch site would cause destruction of critical wetlands.

Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtles:

While a number of sea turtle species have nested at Boca Chica beach historically and continue to nest along this part of
the Gulf Coast, the endangered Kemp’s Ridley is the only one that has been documented at Boca Chica in recent years.
According to the draft EIS, "Kemp’s Ridley sea turtles nest primarily from April through July, predeminantly during
daylight hours. Nesting oceurs in synchronized emergences which are thought to be triggered by high wind speeds and
changes in barometric pressure. Over the last 5 years, there have been 3% Kemp's Ridley nests found on Boca Chica
Beach (10 in 2012, three in 2011, four in 2010, nine in 2009, and 12 in 2008).™'

The launch site is approximately 500 feet from the beach. The draft EIS notes, “Noise and vibrations from rocket
launches could frighten nesting turtles, causing them to abandon their nesting attempt.”* There is no information
regarding the likelihood that turtles who abandon their nesting attempt would retumn at a later time. The final EIS should
explore this impact upon sea turtles in detail. One mitigation measure deseribed, that Space X will “avoid nighttime
launches during sea turtle nesting season (March 15 = October 1), would appear to be counterproductive, as Kemp’s

3.14.6

! pdf page 171: draft EIS page 3-79
* pdf page 254: draft EIS page 4-66
* pdf page 34: draft EIS page ES-26
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Ridleys are daytime nesters. Its timeframe overlaps, but does not precisely correlate, with the discussion of nesting season species in the area through the purchase of additional, suitable lands. Such parcels, selected to provide valuable links in
quoted above. It is also unclear to what extent Space X will be free to adjust launch times to accommodate nesting sea the wildlife corridor, could then either be donated to US Fish and Wildlife and incorporated into the Lower Rio Grande
turtles or, as will be discussed later, ocelots and jaguarundi. Valley National Wildlife Refuge or maintained in a conservation easement, in a manner similar to thet which is described | 3-14-8

in the draft EIS as mitigation for loss of wetlands."* In addition to helpirg to maintain the wildlife corridor this could (Cont.)
Currently volunteers from Sea Turtle Inc. patrol the beach in an effort to relocate eggs so as to avoid predation. On have the added benefit of maintaining a buffer around the launch site, in which Space X would not need to worry about
launch days these volunteers, like the rest of the public, would be kept away from the beach. Sea Turtle Inc. would be future adjacent development.
given access for an hour before the general public is allowed back in to search for nests. If undiscovered nests are on the 3.14.6
beach during a launch the draft EIS states that the noise and vibrations that eggs currently endure during transport from (Cont.)| Piping Plover:
the beach to Sea Turtle Inc. are greater than that of a rocket launch 300 feet from the beach.' Elsewhere the draft EIS
appears to contradict this, stating that, “The unweighted noise levels at the nearest house, which is 1.8 miles from the The piping plover is a small shorebird that nests and feeds along coastal beaches, and which is federally listed as an
vertical launch area, suggest the probability of a noise induced structural vibration damage claim would be greater than 1 endangered species. According to the draft EIS, “The proposed vertical launch and control center areas are located within
in 100.™ The final EIS should provide more precise data regarding the likely impact of launches on undiscovered Kemp's piping plover designated critical habitat.™* Densely vegetated areas are not considered to be critical habitat for the piping
Ridley sea turtle nests. We also suggest that Sea Turtle Inc. be given access to the beach prior to launches, as well as plover, and the draft EIS claims that most of the area that will be impacted by construction is densely vegetated.
after, to reduce the chances that eggs will be present during a launch. “Approximately 0.70 acre of unvegetated flats and depressional wetlands occur within the proposed project footprints for

- the vertical laurch area and would be removed under the Proposed Action. In addition, 0.31 acre of unvegetated wetland
Ocelot and jaguarundi: salt flats would be indirectly impacted from the construction of buildings and roads at the vertical launch area effectively
- cutting off the tidal influence.”™ The draft EIS goes on to state that, ““This small amount of critical habitat that would be

The Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge (LRGVNWR) was established with the intention of creating a impacted would not affect the recovery of the species: additionally, there is other habitat nearby that the piping plover
wildlife corridor that would link viable habitat for end d species, in particular the ocelot and jaguarundi. Though the could use.™* The nearby habitat may not be attractive to piping plovers, however: “Noise from launch operations would | 3.14.8
launch site and control pad will be on private land, the sites are previously undeveloped, surrounded by the LRGVNWR, extend outside the vertical launch and control center areas, and would displace piping plovers using adjacent suitable
and within the wildlife corridor.” habitat. The SEL noise levels would be as high as 148 dBA at 0.2 miles and 131 dBA at 2.0 miles.™® The final EIS

should explore m greater detail the potential disturbance that launches and associated activities may kave upon piping
The greatest impact to wildlife, according to the draft EIS, would be associated with the visual effect and noise during plover, in particular the likelihood that nesting may be disrupted or habitat abandoned. If habitat within a certain radius is
launches.” Regarding noise, the draft EIS states, “The area exposed to levels of 119 dB or greater is included within 3.4 abandoned due to launch activities the result is little different, from the perspective of maintaining the species, than if that
miles of the vertical launch area for the Falcon 9 and within 6.4 miles of the vertical launch area for the Falcon Heavy. habitat were paved over for a launch pad. Space X should take whatever steps are possible to minimize disturbance of
The area exposed to unweighted noise levels of 111 dB or greater is included within 9.1 miles of the vertical launch area piping plover and other species, and if the nature of launches means that such disturbance and abandonment of habitat is
for the Falcon 9 and within 17.3 miles of the vertical launch area for the Faleon Heavy.™ This of course means that the inevitable then replacement habitat. at a ratio similar to that which is deszribed in the draft EIS for mitigating the loss of
wildlife refuge, and the species it harbors, will be impacted. In order to lessen the chances of disturbance, “To the wetlands. should be identified in consultation with US Fish and Wildlife and either transferred to the LRGVNWR (or
maximum extent possible, SpaceX would avoid launches at dusk and dawn during the most active time for jaguarundis nearby Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge. depending on the location) or placed into a conservation easement.
and ocelots.”® The final EIS should discuss the degree of control that Space X exercises over the time of day of a launch,
50 that a reader is given a better sense of how often launches would be timed to avoid disturbing ocelots and jaguarundi. Other avian species:
Potential effects to wildlife (e.g flight response, disrupted mating, ete.) are described in general terms, without specificity
to ocelots and jaguarundi.'® More precise information on potential impacts to endangered species and the ecosystem 3.14.8 | Thearea is also in the middle of important migratory flyways, through which many millions of birds pass each autumn
surrounding the launch site should be included in the final EIS. and spring. Many follow the coast, while others cross the Gulf of Mexico and *“fall out” en masse once they reach shore.

Many birds that are seen rarely or not at all in the rest of the nation, some of which are listed under the Endangered
Mitigation measures to avoid vehicle collisions are desceribed in detail: “SpaceX employees and construction personnel Species Act, are found in the vicinity. These include brown pelicans, peregrine falcons, reddish egrets, northern gannet, 3.14.8
would be educated on the potential for vehicle collisions with wildlife, particularly ocelots and jeguarundis, and American oystercatchers, and mangrove warblers. The red knot (a federal candidate species) has been observed in the
encouraged to reduce their speeds along State Highway 4 between the vertical launch and control center areas. 9) SpaceX immediate area” Likewise, the white-tailed hawk and white faced ibis, both state-listed threatened species, have been
would coordinate with the TxDOT regarding funding the installation of “Watch Out for Ocelots/Jaguarundis™ or “Watch spotted in the ROL'™
out for Wildlife™ signs along State Highway 4.”"

A number of migratory and resident species nest in the area. To avoid disturbance to nests during construction, “If
While vehicle collisions are one of the most well documented causes of ocelot mortality, in part because a carcass beside proposed construction activities occur during the recognized avian breeding season (15 February through 31 August),
the road is more likely to be recovered than one in a more remote area, the Sierra Club is equally concerned about projects construction weuld oceur in accordance with the MBTA to avoid impacts to nesting migratory birds within the project
that fragment the wildlife corridor that the LRGVNWR was intended to create. Habitat fragmentation, resulting from a area. Specifically. a biologist would check the proposed areas of construetion activities, including laydown areas, for nests | 3.14.3
host of projects from border walls to commercial development. threatens the long-term viability of the species. The (in shrubs and ¢n the ground) once before the construction phase has begun. If the biologist finds an active nest,
fencing around the launch site will not only remove that parcel of land from potential use, it will act as a barrier to wild construction werkers would not directly or indirectly disturb the nest or adjacent areas until the biologist determines the
cats that need to pass from one portion of the LRGVNWR to another. The Sierra Club recommends that Space X work nest is no longer in use.™® In addition to the potential for disturbance during construction, launches will oceur every
with US Fish and Wildlife to ensure that other connections are available to ocelots, jaguarundi, and other terrestrial
“ Pdf page 255: draft EIS page 4-67 ' pdf page 30: draft EIS page ES-22
* pdf page 212: draft EIS page 4-24 ** pdf page 166! draft EIS page 3-74
“ Pdf page 168: draft EIS page 3-76  pdf page 246: draft EIS page 4-58
7 Pdf page 249: draft EIS page 4-61 ** pdf page 246: draft EIS page 4-58
BPdeage 212: draft EIS page 4-24 ' pdf page 251: draft EIS page 4-63
* pdf page 34: draft EIS page E5-26 " pef page 172: draft EIS page 3-80
 pdf page 244: draft EIS page 4-56 ‘% pdf pages 172 - 173: draft EIS pages 3-80 - 3-81
" pdf page 33: draft EIS page ES-25 ¥ pdf page 33: draft EIS page ES-25
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month, including during the avian breeding season” In regards to launches, the draft EIS states that, “Bird behavioral

N-15

N-15

Refuge and adjacent sensitive habitat. To limit this, we recommend the installation of vehicle barriers alongside the road,

responses to noise include nest abandonment, egg mortality, premature fledging, predation, depressed feeding rates, and 3.14.3| where the footprint is already disturbed, at the outer perimeter of the exclusion area. These might take the form of short, 3.145
habitat avoidance.”™" Details of mitigation measures to avoid impacts upon avian species during | are notincluded | (Cont.)| spaced posts, sufficiently close together to prevent a truck or ATV from passing between them, but wide enough apartto | (Cont.)
in the draft EIS. allow for terresirial animals to pass through. _
If towers are built using an open latticed construction birds could perch or nest on the structures, only to be blown off and 7] There is some discussion of the impacts that would occur in the event of a catastrophic launch failure.”” The final EIS
killed when a launch occurs. Additionally, there is a great deal of literature regarding the impacts of vertical structures should contain di and de ion of any prior experience that Space X and NASA has in handling
such as radio and cell towers upon birds and bats, which collide with the structures or their supporting wires. The number environmental mishaps, including (but not limited to) launch failure. Greater detail regarding emergency procedures and
of impacts, and resulting mortality, could be dramatic in an area such as this through which so many migratory birds pass  |3.14.3 long term cleanup measures should be included in this. For example, the draft EIS states that debris and spilled fuel
each year, making the specific design of the towers of critical importance. Space X should develop strategies and designs would be removed from the site and disposed of.** More information on this process, and the location that fuel and other 3.15.1
to minimize the risk to avian species posed by structures, and should describe these in detail in the final EIS. hazardous material would be taken to, would be useful. The Final EIS should include a list of all of the hazardous
e materials contaned in the batteries, solvents, etc., that will be used on-site, as these might be released in the event of an
3.14.3 accident. The Sierra Club requests that a mitigation plan for such accidents include mandatory replacement for any
parcels outside the launch site that are impacted to a great degree. _
Wetlands: On-going Communications, Natural Resource Staffing and Advisory Committee:
According to the draft EIS, “The proposed vertical launch area is composed of approximately 56.5 acres, of which 25.4 According to arecent phone conversation with the USFW'S Manager at Wallop NWR, there is an Advisory Committee
acres are jurisdictional wetlands and 31.1 acres are uplands.”™* In order to offset these impacts, “SpaceX's compensatory made up of all stakeholders with operations at the nearby Wallop aviation site, as well as the state and federal natural
mitigation plan proposes to preserve in-kind, high-quality wetlands at a ratio of five times the amount of wetlands resource ag with jurisdiction/i in the region that could be impacted by those operations. The Advisory
impacted by the Proposed Action. The mitigation site would either be conveyed to a State or Feceral natural resource 3.13.4 | Committee meets quarterly to discuss on-going military and space operations, the impacts of the operations to the
agency or held by a third-party in a perpetual conservation easement.”™ While the Sierra Club would prefer to see as little surrounding natural resources, and mitigation efforts to address those imp The Sierra Club believes such 3.6.2
impact to naturally occurring wetlands as possible, we do agree that the purchase and preservation of equivalent wetlands I ications and will be extremely important at this proposed privately owned and operated rocket o
is the best mitigation for unavoidable impacts. _ launch site. The Sierra Club recommends that SpaceX host similar quarierly stakeholder coordination meetings in the
_ launch site community and at their expense. These meetings should include, at a minimum. SpaceX launch staff: staff
“Approximately 4.22 acres of floodplain Zone V10 would be filled in the proposed vertical launch area and approximately from the following public agencies: USFWS, NPS, TPWD, BLM, TxDOT, TxCPA ESA staff, TxGLO; and other
4.37 acres of Zone A8 would be filled in the western portion of the vertical launch area,” resulting in “significant interested stakeholders such Surfriders, Inc.. Sea Turtle. Inc.. Sierra Club LRGV Group, and other lozal groups with an
floodplain encroachment.”™ The draft EIS contains some general descriptions of precautions that would be taken, such as interest in being included. -
the storngc of hazarf.lous materials “above flood level™ and "moving hazardous waste outside of the floodplain when _
I 1 storms are i * These ingly cor may be difficult to carry out. Would Finally, federal and state budget cuts have limited the ability of state and federal natural resource agencies to hire
%lonng hazardous materials above flood level put them at grl::.'ltcr exposure to high winds during a hurricane? Typically 3.13.12| additional staff. The closest USFWS office to the proposed launch site, for example, is in Corpus Christi, approximately
there is only a few days of advance waming before a hurricane makes landfall. How much time would be required to 3.15.4 165 miles away. USFWS staff are currently discouraged from any overnight travel for budgetary reasons. In order to
remove hazardous wastes from the site, and what nearby, hurricane-proof location would they be evacuated to? The final T ensure third-party oversight and coordination on the multiple endangered species and other natural resource issues 3.22.1
EIS should contain more detailed information regarding actions that would be taken in the event of flooding, whether due mentioned above, it mav be necessary for SpaceX to supplement the USFWS and/or other public agency budgets in order
to a hurricane or tropical storm coming ashore, or to a swollen Rio Grande, or some combination of the two. There should to ensure dedicated and properly trained staff are available to oversee and implement the numerous mitigation measures
a]so be analysis of the changes to the floodplain and the movement of water through it that would result from the project’s discussed in the Draft EIS and the additional details we hope will be included in the Final EIS. -
hment” and ch to land contours and drainage. _
Again, the Sierra Club appreciates the opportunity to participate in the NEPA process, and looks forward to continuing to
Launch Activities: provide input and insight as the final Environmental Impact Statement is prepared. The Sierra Club should be considered
a stakeholder i this process, and we hope that Space X will respond fully to these comments in the final Environmental
The draft EIS states that Boca Chica beach and adjacent areas will be closed to the public, for public safety reasons. Impact Statement. We would also welcome the opportunity to continue our direct dialogue with representatives of Space
during launch activities.” There is not much specific information as to how the perimeter would be patrolled, both X
onshore and offshore, during such a closure,__The Sierra Club requests more detailed information be included in the final 371
EIS on how beach closures will be implemented and maintained. ineluding which entit encies will be responsible for Sincerely,
any associated costs. Not knowing the degree of policing (number of officers, ete.) that will be undertaking these _
activities it is difficult to evaluate their impact on the arca and its habitat. One concern is that when the road leading to B
Boea Chica beach is closed members of the public might attempt to go around the cordon to get loser to the launch site. [ 3.14.5 Cgfﬁlﬁﬁ_ﬁﬂt.\ (5_\_161.@{/1.0\
This could involve foot, ATV, and off-road vehicle traffic through the Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife
Scheleen Walker, Director Jim Chapman and Scott Nicol, Co-Conservation Chairs
- Lone Star Chapter Lower Rio Grande Valley Group
“ pdf page 65: draft EIS page 2-1
“ Pdf page 244: draft EIS page 4-56; also see pdf page 250: draft EIS page 4-62
“ pdf page 161: draft EIS page 3-69; for more details see pdf page 192: draft EIS page 4-4
“ pdf page 30: draft EIS page E5-22
Pdf page 36: draft EIS page ES-28
¥ Pdf page 260; draft EIS page 4-72 ' pdf page 265: draft EIS page 4-77
* pgt page 12: draft EIS page ES-4  par page 264: draft EIS page 4-76
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Johnson, Jaclyn M.

LOWER LAGUNA MADR™ mrsiminawinns

From: RanchoRake@aol.com N
Sent: Monday, June 24, 2013 2:22 PM 709 N 77 Sunshine St
To: Johnson, Jaclyn M. Harlingen, Texc
Ce: Sharon@rkwlaw.com; mwlerguson@sbeglobal net; rimrgv@hotmail.com;

realty@granderiver.net; jchapmanrgv@gmail.com; waltscharters@gmail.com; Ms. Stacy M. Zee

) Ran@oﬂake@aol.oom Environmental Protection Specialist dnotec com
Subject: Public Commant FAA/SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.
Attachments: LLMF Public Comment SpaceX 6-24-13 pdf 275 West Street — Suite 110
i 2
Follow Up Flag: Follow up Annapolis, MD 21401
Flag Status: Flagged
Comments on Draft Environmental Impact
Ms. Stacy Zee, The Lower Laguna Madre Foundation (LLMF), a 501(c){3) orzanization, was founded over two decades ago to
Attached please find Public Comment on the SpaceX Dralt EIS, the project to be localed Brownsville, Texas, by the preserve and protect the national resources of the South Texas intercoastal bay system which includes the Lower

Lower Laguna Madre Foundation (LLMF). The LLMF is a 501(3)(3) organization dedicated fo preserve and protect the
resources of the Lower Laguna Madre and surrounding areas.
Thank you for the opportunity to submit these Comments. note: they are also being sent this date via Fax to you at

Laguna Madre, South Bay and their surrounding environments, including barrier islands, beaches, tidal flats and
other unique environmental features to South Texas.

“mﬁ free to contact me if there are any questions o waded The LLMF respectfully submits the following comments with regard to the Draft Envirc 1 Impact §
1 would appreciate a Receipt Notification by return e-mail { on the SpaceX Texas Launch Site:

Regards, -

Christine R_akesnaw- Chair The barrier islands and adjacent dunes, wetlands, bays and tidz] flats make up a unique ecosystem that is largely

Eﬁfggﬂ;& A tion protected and undeveloped. These natural features are extremely important in many ways, While the proposed site is

June 24. 2013 aunds excluded as part of the Coastal Barrier Resource System it is immediately surrounded by units on both sides, This
law, originally passed in 1982, is intended to discourage develop in these undeveloped beaches. The applicant
should follow the spirit and intent of the Coastal Barrier Resource Act and reject the idea of using any Federal 3.45
monies to make infrastructure improvements for water and utility lines and subsidized Federal flood insurance. This 3.4.6
site is highly subject to the destructive forces of nature, including tropical storms and hurricanes, along with the 3.13.12

storm surge accompanying these storms, The impact of hurriceanes and tropical storms, including the history,

frequency is not analyzed in the draft study. The proposed locstion is located at sea level, in the 100 year floodplain
and extremely prone to flooding. Alternatives to this site location are not analyzed. One only has to look at the cost

of storm damage over the past ten vears in Texas to question why anyone would want to sink millions of dollars into

a project that will be subjected to the forces of nature. We would like to see a commitment from Space X to reject

the benefits of federal financial assistance such as federal flood insurance, loans, grants, subsidies or other forms

direct or indirect federal assistance. This would include flood insurance policies, loan new i ture
construction. -

3.15.4

In addition, the Draft seems all too quick to dismiss alternative sites; the criterion established for locating a launch
site rules out all alternative potential sites and discusses wind s being a significant factor in launch operations.
The wind concerns and criteria then would seem to rule out the South Texas site as well due to South Texas 3.4.6
being identified as one of the windiest places in the state. Yet, this is not adequately analyzed in the Draft.

It should be necessary to more fully address the feasibility of shutdowns, temporary and seasonal due to migratory
birds, nesting birds, nesting endangered Kemp's Ridley sea turtles, and other endangered and threatened species
such as Peregrine Falcons, Aplomado Falcons, Piping Plovers and Snowy Plovers, to name a few. The immediate
area of the proposed site is extensively used by migratory and resident birds, The tidal flats in the greater Lower 3.22.1
Laguna Madre/South Bay, Boca Chica area are host to the largest concentration of breeding Reddish Egrets in the
world. This area also host millions of migrating birds including American Avocets, Red Knots, Red Head Ducks and
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a multitude of other species. Three major migratory flyways converge at the southern most tip of Texas making it suitability of this proposed remedy. One remedy would be esszntially eliminating nighttime traffic. A better remedy 3.14.7
one of the most important bird areas in the United States. The applicant should be required to collect information on would be “cat crossings™ beneath the highway at strategic locations. | (Cont.)
the resident and migratory bird use of this area over a reasonable period of time (3 years) to fully understand the _
potential impacts of siting a rocket launch facility at Boca Chica, We would like to see aninformed discussion 3.22.1 The proposed project’s impact to critical habitat of the endangered piping plover is acknowledged, and the proposed
regarding likely collision and mortality impacts of the proposed facility. The applicant and agency have not (Cont.) 5:1 wetland remediation seems appropriate. The effects of launch nose, light and vibration on piping plovers, red
conducted field studies to obtain information necessary for informed analysis of the facilities adverse affects on all : knots, aplomado and peregrine falcons, reddish egrets and other nesting and resting species in the greater area is 3.14.3
birds. - much harder to assess, though some degree of negative impact is likely. “Bird behavioral responses to noise include
—_ nest abandonment, egg mortality, premature fledging, predation, depressed feeding rates, and habitat avoidance.”
While the applicant boasts of a significant boost to tourism because of the launches, the LLMF is opposed to siting a [DEIS p. 4-56] In our opinion this unavoidable wide impact warrants mitigation on a larger scale. -
viewing stage anywhere along Highway 4. A suggested allernative viewing stage could be located at the Port of 3.141
Brownsville, or on South Padre Island, - The Texas coast is an extremely important corridor for migratory birds. The Mississippi and Central Flyways
— converge here for the millions of songbirds migrating to & from Central/ South America and the central United
An in depth discussion of hazardous waste, fuel spills and accidents should lay out the procedures, resources that States and Canada. The Draft EIS does not adequately analyze these impacts. This becomes especially important
would be needed to respond to a fuel accident and if these resources exist locally or would have to be brought in, 3.151 when during spring migration there is a “norther” which causes millions of birds crossing the western Gulf of
response times and damage scenarios, - Mexico to seek immediate landfall (a “fallowt™) for survival. A launch event during a fallout could be disastrous, A
- good resource to better analyze these possible impacts is the Gulf Coast Bird Observatory in Lake Jackson, Peak 3.14.3
This draft has not included other agency comments into the draft and the public would lik2 to see these comments spring migration is early April to mid-May. We recommend there be a “black-out”™ period for rocket launches,
attached to this draft to benefit from the expertise of the resource agencies. We would also like to see how closure of  [3.6.1 something that could benefit nesting sea turtles as well. An alternative would be a “no launch” policy in April and
the shipping channel and offshore water resources would impact recreational and commercial fishery industries as 3.82 May whenever the wind is blowing from the north. Another issue that the DEIS failed to examine is the effects of
well as tourism based industries that depend on the waters of the Lower Laguna Madre and Gulf of Mexico. A migrating birds colliding with structures and guide wires. Literature exists on this important issue. Design remedies
financial analysis would be helpful. - can lessen though not eliminate this potential impact, —
Pages could be spent on the importance and unigqueness of areas flora and fauna and on the potential impact of this The potential for surface water and ground water contamination is analyzed in the DEIS, but not adequately so,
project thereon. Please find below Public Comment of the Frontera Audubon Society, submitted 5-30, 2013, on the particularly with respect to i for possible hurricane events. 3 major hurricanes (1932, 1967 &
SpaceX Draft proposal with which the LLMF agrees and which we would like entered into the record on the behalf 1980) made landfall at Boca Chica in the past 80 years. The proposed launch site is essentially at sea level, and the
of LLMF as well: 1932 event had a storm surge of 16 feet, literally erasing all of the substantial development which existed along 3.15.4
Boca Chica at that time. How will SpaceX remove all the stored rocket fuels, solvents and other hazardous
“Regarding the Draft EIS, we acknowledge and appreciate the effort that has been made to identify and analyze the materials from the site when a major storm approaches? 200,000 gal of RP-1 rocket fuel is a ot of hazardous
many impacts the SpaceX construction and launches are licely to have on the fragile ecosystems and the many material to move to safety on very short notice. A spill into Scuth Bay (very shallow, relatively small volume of -
animal species in the area. Nevertheless there are some shortcomings in the analysis and \n the proposed mitigation water) would be catastrophic. Ground water contamination could be another huge impact, as the underlying Gulf
measures, which we hope will be remedied in the final document. 3.14.6 Coast Aquifer already is supplying a substantial part of Brownsville's municipal water needs [SpaceX is using out- 3.18.2
of-date data]. Further analysis and contingency planning specifics need to be part of the final EIS. _
Regarding the Kemps Ridley sea turtle (the most endangered of all the species of sea turtlzs and the only one which
nests on Boea Chica), lighting is a particular concern and we concur with SpaceX’s propasal to have no lights facing Potential impacts from public viewing of rocket launches are not adequately ined in the draft EIS. The 7
the Gulf of Mexico, and to have lights tumed off whenever possible. Impacts associated with the tremendous proposed “soft” closure area is nearly all national wildlife refuge land. Where will cars park and how will large
amount of noise and vibrations associated with 1 hes are more p ic as there is 10 easy remedy. “Noise crowds be managed? What will prevent off-road vehicles from damaging refuge land? An obvious remedy would
and vibrations from the rocket launches could frighten nesiing turtles, causing them to abandon their nesting have SpaceX purchase or lease sufficient private land and establish the appropriate infrastructure for launch 3141
attempt,” [DEIS p.4-66] Allowing Sea Turtles Inc. to patrol the beach following rocket launches strikes us as a viewing. The Boca Chica area is semi-arid, with sandy soils and extensive wind-tidal flats. Damage from off road
rather pitifully meager remedy. Patrolling for nesting turtles both prior to and following launches would be an vehicles, including ATVs can be severe and long-lasting. SpaceX needs to partner with the Fish & Wildlife Service
improvement, Having a launch “black-out period” during the height of nesting season weuld be a real remedy. _ to ensure that such damage doesn’t occur, either from the viewing public or from its own staff and contractors. —
The endangered ocelot and jaguarundi are known to oceur in the Boca Chica area. The R.o Grande serves as an 7 The draft EIS has various shortcomings and needs further work. The natural value of the land that SpaceX seeks to
east-west corridor for these secretive noctumal cats, and Boca Chica is an important part of a north-south corridor impact is under-recognized, being described simply as “vacant, undeveloped, open space,” Wildlife and ecosystem
from the river north to Laguna Atascosa NWR and the ranch country. While the proposed launch and control center values are barely acknowledged. The mitigation measures it contains, while well intentioned, are narrow and
sites are not good cat habitat, there are likely to be impacts due to significantly increased vehicular traffic on 3.14.7 limited in scope, not commensurate with the wide-ranging impacts the project is likely to have. Mitigating a few 3221
Highway 4, much of which is lined by good brush habitat. Vehicle strikes are the leading cause of documented i acres of filled wetlands, beach clean-ups, vague BMPs, and sign posting isn’t enough. SpaceX needs to think big. e
ocelot mortality in South Texas. Posting speed limits and g signs will plish iittle. Clearing brush along Protecting the entire Boca Chica/South Bay area from the deleserious impacts of future develcpment on private
the roadside diminishes habitat and may not prevent collisions as the cats are nocturnal and drivers can only see lands would benefit immeasurably the ecosystem and wildlife that it supports, and would benefit SpaceX’s need to
what is illuminated by their headlights [e.g. straight ahead). USF&WS should have the major say in determining the launch in undeveloped areas. Below are listed mitigation measures that we highly recommend.
2 3
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1. Five to one mitigation for not just impacted wetlands but for the entire project acreage. Private land north
of the control center site (western edge of South Bay) could be purchased and either transferred to federal, 3.22.1 PUhh c Hean ng comment Furm
state or private land resource agencies, or put intc conservation easements. .
2. SpaceX should work with the Brownsville Navigation District to extend for 20 more years its lease to the sﬂacex Tam Launch slte e
US Fish & Wildlife Service of the 4000 acres of land between Highway 4 and th: Brownsville Ship 3221 ) Enﬂmnmental tmpac!statﬁmam
Channel. This land consists of wind-tidal flats and unique vegetated clay hills celled lomas. Brownsville is o : : T = o .
very eager to land the SpaceX project, so conditioning the lease extention appears viable and would cost .
SpaceX nothing, ] The FAATs wamﬂwg Spaee)(’s prapnsal 1o launch thn Falcon 8, Faloon Heavy, and warisly of reusabie subarbital
3. Portable light and lightning towers, raised only during launch events, would be much more bird-friendly. 3.22.4 launeh vehlgles from a private launch site located in-Cameron County, Texas, which would recuire thie FAX to-issue
No guide wires for structures. e _ faunch fisenses endlor experimental permits. Issuing launch livenses andlar experiiartal permils is considered &
4. Work with USF&WS, USNMFS, Texas P&WD and Sea Turtles Inc. to establish a 30 day launch malaf Federal action subject to :énvironmental review undér NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
moratorium during peak bird migration. Or a no-Jaunch policy during north wind [“norther”] events during  (3,14.3 construct a vertical launch area at the &astern end of Texas Siate Highway 4 {Booa Ghica, Boulevard) and a nearby
April and May. Prevailing winds are from the southeast. - control center &rea to:support up to 12 commercial launches per year.
5. Lease or acquire a parcel of land adjacent to Highway 4 to manage as a controlled launch viewing area for o . ) )
the public. The proposed “soft” closure site at Massey Drive is not suitable as it is surrounded by National 3.14.1 The FAA encourages all interestad partles to provide commeinls:conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Wildlife Refuge land. ] Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA amive et the best pessible informed decisier -about the proposal.
6. Setting forth in the deed for the launch and control center areas that at such time that SpaceX has no further Piease record your comments on this form and submit by:
use for the site, that all structures will be removed and the land pass to the U.S Fish & Wildlife Service or 3.21.1
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department.” ] @D Filling outthis form and drepping it In the onmmernbox al the publio heanng
OSubm[fungmanlniaammImN g : -
The Lower Laguna Madre Foundation appreciates the opportunity to participate in this NEPA permitting process. — & Fax Wmmmmjs to {413] £80-0455 ———
Until such time that SpaceX examines likely impacts more thoroughly, and mitigates morz broadly and 3.2.1 a alling your writen commentfonmnte: * Ms: Shmy M. Zae, Environmental Spacialtsl .
commensurate with those likely impacts, we stand in oppsition to this project. __ Federal Aviation Admiristration
~ SpaceXEls ¢
Thank You.
e doCatm TEC Ine. -
Respectfully Submitted, 275'West Street—Sulte 110
Aninapolis, MD 21401 .
Please Note: Written comments become part of the admin'strative record iated with this Proposed Action,
Individual citizens may request fivat their name andior home acdress be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
henored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name andlor home address wthheld '_mu mus! check
the box{es) below. Please ndte that contzct information for individuals or officials lons and
businesses m sclosed. d o '
Piease add my name lothe malling st for future-updates.
undation [ Please withhold my name from public disch to the extent allowable by law.
[ Please withhald my.address from public discl to the extent eliowable by law.
f Please provide comments nbiater than. June 3, 401310 ensuruhey are r.unsl:lmd dudnu preparation-of the
Final EIS,
FLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY .
Name: _pUALTERE EULITT Date: J?/a// 3
OrganizatonAfiiation: PALO ALTZ0 A Tronar Laric Commi 77 e
hddress: _ 260/ L Ds7as /D
City, State, Zip Code: Lot iss, M T2/
FPublic Hearing Comment Form
1 013
4
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SpaceX Texas Launch ‘Site
Environmental Impact Statement
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“ Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 fo-ensure they are
Idered during prey of the Final EIS.
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Palo Alto National Park Committee
2601 R.L. Ostos Rd.
Brownsville, TX 78521
OFf: 956-831-4278 » Fax: 956-831-9626
Walter Plin@plittrigging.com

PO Bow 5084
Brownavile, Texas 785233084

Ms. Stacey M. Zee
Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
Fax (410)990-0455

May 14, 2013

RE: Space X- EIS -C/0 Cardno Tec Inc.

Dear Ms. Zee,

We have reviewed the draft EIS and do not have any major concerns relating to the proposed Space
X launch site facility. -
Observations: 3438
e The actual location, we hope to be as far south from State Hwy 4 as is practical. =
e The height of structures such as the water tower effecting the view shed from Historic sites
must be accepted if alternates are cost prohibitive.
e We believe appropriate mitigation and protection of neighboring Historic sites will be done
and provided for as part of the facility master plan.

‘We support the Space X Launch Facility at Boca Chica beach. 3.1.1

3.11.1

Sincerely,

Loiatls SR

Walter Plitt
Chairman

Walter.p.itt@plittrigging.com
956-831-4278

CC: Gilberto Salinas
Sylvia Rodriguez
John Chosy
Mark Spier

Laclts 3 eF 3
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Rio Grande Valley
»v Partnership

Rio Gr Valley Chamber of Coumerce

RESOLUTION No.: 2013:1

“CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF
THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT TO ALLOW SPACE
EXPLORATIONS TECHNOLOGIES, INC (SPACEX) TO LAUNCH THE FALCON 9 AND
FALCON HEAVY ORBITAL VERTICAL LAUNCH VEHICLES AND A VARIETY OF
SMALLER REUSABLE SUBORBITAL LAUNCH VEHICLES FROM A LAUNCH SITE ON
PRIVATELY-OWNED PROPERTY IN CAMERON, COUNTY, TEXAS”

N-19

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Carole Allen <carole@seaturtles.org>
Sent: Friday, May 31, 2013 11:58 AM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Ce: Kemp's Ridley Nesting Group, Todd Steiner
Subject: SpaceX EISIN TEXAS

Importance: High

May 31, 2013

Good morning:

WHEREAS, Space X, Inc. was founded in 2002 by Elon Musk for the purpose of solving the
problem of providing a simple, low cost and reliable way to access and explore » ] ) .
outer space; and | am writing concerning the EIS regarding the proposed SpaceX launches at Boca Chica Beach
) . in Texas on the Gulf Coast. Among several
WHEREAS, the Rio Grande Valley Partnership recognizes the importance of space exploration; endangered species in that area, the Kemp’s ridley sea turtle (Lepidochelys kempi) nests
wd . there. Since this is a critically endangered species, it is extremely important that the beach as
WHEREAS, Space X Inc. has established its credibility in the area of private manned well as tha coastal area of the Gulf be left alone from early spring until September 1. Male
and unmanned space flight, having been awarded a significant contract with Kemp's ridleys may be gathering in the coastal waters in February and March prior to the
ﬁ?ﬁ%é‘;ﬁsﬂ'f:;ssf;tri:,I:f:rtiil&?ﬁﬁ’;ﬁ:;'ﬁ Eﬂagggcip;iﬁmﬂgfzgﬂ. and arrival of the nesting females. Then later in the spring although eggs may be moved to a corral
! P ' by the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), there may be nests that are not found. In that
WHEREAS, Space X, Inc. has expressed a strong interest in considering ¢n area within case, hatchlings would emerge and go to the water inJuly or even August. Traffic on the 3.14.6
Cameron County, Texas as a possible launch site for its Falcon 1 and Falcon 9 beaches must not be allowed during from February 1 until September 1.
rockets and Dragon spacecraft; and
WHEREAS, the Rio Grande Valley Partnership recognizes that the development of such a If there is complete cooperation between SpaceX and the US Fish and Wildlife Service to
commercial launch site would have a tremendous positive economic impact on assure that all protections for the Kemp’s ridley sea turtles or other species of sea turtles in
both job creation and econoinic growth to the region; and that area are complete, perhaps the SpaceX project can go forward. The Sea Turtle
WHEREAS, the Rio Grande Valley Partnership wishes to express its strong support and pledges Restoration Prclec!: and ?housands of sea turtle advocates are Care'fU"V watching the
to work in cooperation with Space X, Inc. on this important project. development of this project and request that the FAA and USFWS implement all the
requirements of the Endangered Species Act. _
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED tha: the Rio Grande Valley Pertnership )
unanimously expresses its strong support to Space X, Inc. for the establishment of a commercial 3.1.1 Sincerel
launch site and command center within Cameron County, Texas. Ye
IN EVIDENCE THEREOF, WITNESS THE SIGNATURES OF THE CHAIRMAN, PRESIDENT/CEO Carole H.
AND SEGRETARY OF THE RIO GRANDE VALLEY PARTNERSHIP THIS 25™ DAY OF APRIL, Sea Turtle
2013. . .
M And HEAR www. ridleyturtles.org
AW / A § P. 0. Box!
Spencey/Bell, Chairman Julian Alvgrez, [-ﬂftsidenu’CEO Houston, "
Phone ant
Atarfacio Hinojosa, Sec,
|
| 1
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RESOLUTION 2013R#1 2 Q,,ﬂ)j@ﬂu\

HOBERT GRACIA JOHN (BUEVARA

“CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF DIRECTOR\ / DIRECTOR
THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT TO ALLOW SPACE o / , _
EXPLORATIONS TECHNOLOGIES, INC (SPACEX) TO LAUNCH THE FALCON 9 AND ' M

FALCON HEAVY ORBITAL VERTICAL LAUNCH VEHICLES AND A VARIETY OF SMALLER
REUSABLE SUBORBITAL LAUNCH VEHICLES FROM A LAUNCH SITE ON PRIVATELY- AWING “EDDIE” SIKES Il[wititsing,, CRISTIAN VILLARREAL
OWNED PROPERTY IN CAMERON, COUNTY, TEXAS” DIRECTOR 1SCRONERS e, DIRECTOR

ATTEST:

WHEREAS, Space Exploration Technologies Corp. (SpaceX) was founded in 2002 by Elon Musk JOE G. RI
for the purpose of solving the problem of providing a simple, low cost and reliable
way lo access and explore ouler space; and

WHEREAS, the Cameron County Spaceport Development Corporation recognizes Lhe
importance of space exploration; and

WHIEREAS, SpaceX has established its credibility in the area of private manned
and unmanned space flight, having been awarded a significant contract with NASA
for 12 flights for their Falcon launch vehicles to the International Space Station after

the retirement of the Space Shuttle in 2011; and

WHEREAS, SpaceX has expressed a strong interest in considering an area within
Camieron County, Texas as a possible launch site for its Falcon launch vehicles; and

WHEREAS, the Cameron County Spaceport Development Corporation recognizes that the
development of such a commercial launch site would have a tremendous positive |
econoinic impact on both job creation and economic growth (o the region; and

WHEREAS, the Cameron County Spaceport Development Corporation wishes (o express its
strong support and pledges to work in cooperation with SpaceX on this important

project.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I'T RESOLVED thal the Cameron County Spaceport Development
Corporation unanimously expresses its strong support to SpaceX for the establishment of a 311
commercial launch site and command center within Cameron County, Texas.

Passed, Approved and Adopted on this 7th day of May, 2013.

SPACEPORT DEVELOPMENT CO TION OF CAMERON COUNTY, TEXAS |

CHARLIE CABLER
ICE-CHAIRMAN DIRECTOR
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Public Hearing Comment Form

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal o launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehcles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses and/or experimental pemits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits 's considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a verfical launch area at the eastemn end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

] Submilting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
4] Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Speclalist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
cfo Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Sireet—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administralive record associated with this roposed Action.
Individual ciizens may request that their name andfor home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honared to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing crganizations and
husinessesga)f be disclosed.
[19"Please add my name to the malling list for future updates.
O Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are consldered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name: _ Rob MNiyon Date:_ 5~ 7~(3
Organization/Affiiation: _ Sy r€py devs  Foundativn Souvd Texa s

Address: 22 Avgu sha Drlve
City, State, Zip Code: _ Laaune Vista , TX 76578~

Public Hearing Comment Form

N-21

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
consldered during preparation of the Final EIS.

N-21
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surfrider Foundation South Texas Chapter PublicComments regarding Proposed Space X Vertical
Launch Site and the Draft of the FAA EIS made 5-7-13.

Delivered by Rob Nixon, Chairman.

The Surfrider Foundation South Texas Chapter is a nen-profit environmental and public beach access
advocacy organization that s based locally on South padre Island but our area of concern here locally
covers the beaches from the Rio Grande River to the Port Mansfield Cut. We have not come out in favor
of or against the proposed Space X Vertical Launch Facility at Boca Chica Beach located in the Las
palomas Wildlife Management Area and we will continue to stay neutral until the final draft of the EIS is
published for review. However, we are here today to express our concerns regarding the project so that
they may be addressed by the Federal Aviation Administration and by Space X.

First off | would like to thank Steve Davis, Director of Advanced Projects at Space X for taking the time to
speak with the Surfrider Foundation about our concerns in advance of today's Public Hearing and
address them point by point. | do not know if any other organizations have taken the time to do this but
it is time well spent and will help you separate the facts of the project and operations from the
promation of the project by the local media, the Brownsville Economic Development Council and Local
Leadership who have not done a very good job of actually addressing the concerns of those that
treasure the resources and beauty of the Boca Chicaarea. The individuals and organizations that have
expressed concern or publicly opposed the project should be treated with equal weight along with the
propanents of the facility and Space X has been actively fulfilling their promise of working with these
organizations If Space X is engaged by them.

Now to our concerns.

One of our primary concerns is the storage of fuels and the possible cor of the surrounding

wetlands and tidal flats in the proposed launch area. | personally have years of experience in corrosion
abatement and control and have found that common products and steel treating processes that
typically have long life spans in other coastal communities around the US have only a minimal fraction of
effectiveness here in the Lower Laguna Madre Area due to the exceptionally high salinity of Laguna
Madre. It is our understanding that the fuel storage tanks will be constructed out of Stainless Steel
which through my experience is the best material to be used to resist corrosion in the area along with
concrete basins surrounding the tanks to catch any leakage. However, If this is indeed the case, this .
should be addressed and mentioned in the final EIS craft.

Our second concern is public beach access. We understand and accept the fact that there are needs for
beach closures throughout the year due to safety concerns from extremely high tidal events and
subsequent rip currents which pose a hazard to swimmers and beach users. In fact, during the House of
Representatives hearing on the HB 2623, we were the only organization to testify with our concerns.
There Is no doubt that a launch, which includes highly volatile fuels and the possibility of launch failure is
a public safety concern. Qur Initial concern was the expansion of Space X Launch operations to go
beyond the 12 launches a year as their contracts and launch manifests grew. It is now our understanding
after talking with Space X that the 12 launches 2 year is their ultimate goal and the initial number of

3.15.3

3.7.1

N-22

launches are more likely in the realm of 2 or 3 launches annually. That being said, we would still like to
have the Texas General Land Office be the ultimate decision maker in both primary and secondary
launch dates.

Our final concern is damage and possible chemical and fuel contamination to the surrounding area of
the Launch Site due to damage by Tropical Cyclone events, As mentioned earlier, we understand the
containment precautions that Space X plans on taking with regard to fuels and other toxic material to
wildlife and humans. However, the Launch Site will be located in a tidal flat that is between two natural
washover areas on the beach that would see water breaching the beach during a significant tidal event
caused by a Tropical Cyclone through either a direct impact to the area or, If large encugh, other events
that directly hit hundreds of miles away but cause a significant tidal surge to breach the beach and flood
the tidal flats and wetlands adjacent to the Launch Site potentially compromising the site and the
secondary concrete collection basins. This issue must be addressed in the final draft of the EIS
satisfactorily. That being said, the Surfrider Foundation will not support and will actively oppose any
attempt by Cameron County or Space X to armor the beaches of Boca Chica as this will most definitely
have a severe effect on those beaches which could potentially exacerbate erosion and hinder the
public’s use of and access to those beaches.

Thank you to Space X and the FAA for taking the time to consider our comments.
Rob Nixon

Chairman

Surfrider Foundation South Texas Chapter

956-433-1472

Chair@southtexas.surfrider.org

37.1

B (Cont.)
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United Way
of Southern Cameron County

634 East Levee Straet
Brawnsville, T 78520

tel g56.548.6880

Fae 556,548 6906
traghwickett@unitedwayrgy.ong

Traci Wickett
President & CEQ

May 3, 2013

Ms. Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee:

United Way of Southern Cameron County is pleased to support Space Exploration .
Technologies Corporation building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the

eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas.

Our region desperately needs the lifeline to the future that Space X would provide by Ioca!ting
here. The high-paying jobs, the additional tourism, the incredible change in how Brownswllle
would be perceived by the rest of the world are among the benefits that Space X would bring

Board Officers:

Federico Garza
Board Chair

Sonia Walsh
Vice-Chair

Clarissa Roewe
Secretary

Ron Rogers

N-24

Fale - .
LCAMERON ’3‘
May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
Dear Ms. Zee,
Please consider this letter to voice my agency's tremendous support of SpaceX or

Space Exploration Technologies Corporation, building a vertical launch site and launch
d center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas. Besides the enormous

Par fan

Mission:

To promote and
support a workforce
system that provides

employers and
individuals of
Cameron County the
opportunity to
achieve and sustain
economic prosperity.

economic impact such a project would bring to our economically depressed area, this
project will have a major, long-term positive impact on our educational system by
providing a visible, tangible example of a STEM-related industry that area students can
aspire to as they plan their educational goals in middle school.

The Brownsville-Harlingen SMA suffers from the highest unemployment rate in the
State, hovering from 10% to 12% each month. A major employer like SpaceX, the related
support businesses that will follow, and the tourism that will develop around this attraction
will all contribute to more jobs for our citizens, and over time will contiibute to the
development of an aerospace/aviation complex that will positively impact our economy and
the aspirations of our youth.

I strangly encourage the development of SpaceX in our area, and pledge the support

to the poorest MSA in the country. ) : ou g " : ! 311
of this agency in providing any assistance necessary to make it a reality for Brownsville and e
We were pleased to leam that the environmental impact of Space X would be minimal and Iook] 311 all of the Rio Grande Valley region.
forward to the many positive changes in our community that will result from Space X locatinga _J=* ™
launch site here. Sincerely,
Sincerely,
ﬁd&i A),rq o Executive Director
Traci Wickett
President & CEO
851 0ld Alice Road * Brownsville, TX 78520 * Ph.(956) 548-6700 * Fax: (956) 548-6717
Equal Empl Opy ployer/Program
Auxiliary Services available upon request for with
Relay Texas 1800-735-2989(TTY) or 1800-735-2988 (Volce)
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National Court Reporters, Inc. Natiocnal Court Reporters, Inc.
888.800.9656 888.800.9656

1 2

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 1 (The following statements were made to the

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS) 2 court reporter prior to beginning the
FOR THE SPACEX TEXAS LAUNCH SITE 3 public hearing.)
HELD MAY 7, 2013 4 SPEAKER 1: My name is Hector Galvan. I'm P-01
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 5 a teacher at Egly Elementary. I teach science and I also
5 teach aviation after school for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders.

7 So this SpaceX, this whole thing does pertain to my

RS R R R R R EEEEREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREEEEEEEEEEEEREEEEEEE 8 clasgsses. And T jUSt wanted to say that I think it's a
STATEMENTS ON THE RECORD 9 great thing for Brownsville. When I was getting my
KHFF KX K I FF KX XTI FIF A XX A FF AT FFF A A IR I TR AT R AT R A Xk F ok xkkd ok kx kK 10 master's here at U.T.B., I had a teacher by the name of
The following i1s the Reporter's Record of the public 11 Dr. Richard Benavidez. And he told us, you know, one time
hearing held in the above-styled matter on the 7th day of 12 speaking about Brownsville, that Brownsville was growth
May 2013, from 4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., before Sindy 13 without prosperity. And of course, we didn't -- somebody
Sanders, Certified Shorthand Reporter, No. 5974, in and 14 asked, "Well, what does that mean?" Well, Brownsville is
for the State of Texas, reported by stenographic method, 15 growing, but it's not producing the type of jobs that our
at 301 Mexico Boulevard, Suite G-1, Brownsville, Texas. 16 youth is going to prosper from, you know. Mainly, like

17 retail, fast food, those other types of jobs that are
PRESENTERS: 18 being created in Brownsville. But SpaceX, when I heard
Schedir Illiodi and Stacey Zee, FAA 19 about SpaceX coming down here, I just thought, man, SpaceX

Office of Commercial Space Transportation
20 will change things, you know, notion of growth without

21 prosperity, because it will bring in a lot of jobs, a lot
22 of interest. Not necessarily with the space industry, but
23 just the fact that SpaceX is here. It's going to bring a

24 lot of interest to Brownsville. And I thought it was a

25 great thing. I did have a chance to kind of look through

National Court Reporters, Inc. National Court Reporters, Inc.
888.800.9656 888.800.9656
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National Court Reporters, Inc.
888.800.9656

some of the environmental studies that they did. In my

opinion, they really did their homework. They went al
out to try to minimize the impact, which I think is ve
good and shows that SpaceX cares about the environment
And I like the fact that at least there's going to be
eyes out there. Because just to the south of that --
mean, the mouth of the river is very close, you know.
I know for a fact that there's been a lot of illegal
trafficking through that area. And with the presence
SpaceX, this will also deter people who are trying to
smuggle either drugs or people across in that area. S
think in that way —-- in that respect, it's a good thin
So that's something that is coming here in that area.
That is -- I mean, there's nothing out there. So what
else can I say? I think that was the main thing. We'
all very supportive of the program. I work with these
young kids and it gives them something to look up to,
know, or something to look forward to. If SpaceX does
establish themselves here, I mean, we're going to be t
only city in the nation sending astronauts -- eventual
they're going to send astronauts. So I think that's g
to be great for the program. I'm an aerospace educati
officer in Brownsville. I also work with cadets at th
airport. So it's going to be great for them too. You

know, what I do at school, it's an outreach program.

1
ry
more
I

And
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o I
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I mean, it's just wonderful that SpaceX has us as the
number one choice. Thank vyou.

SPEAKER 2: My name is Larry Brown. On
behalf of the Brownsville/South Padre Island International
Airport, we are pleased to welcome the FAA and SpaceX to
Brownsville, both now and permanently. The
Brownsville/South Padre Island International Airport has
experienced many firsts in its aviation history. Charles
Lindbergh flew the first international airmail from Mexico
City to New York through Brownsville. Amelia Earhart
borrowed the airport manager's plane and got her first
pilot's license here, and we propose to see the first
launch by Spacex in the future with a trip to Mars. We
alsoc note that in Chapter 11, in Appendix 2, the
Environmental Impact Statement draft, there is no mention
of any negative impact on the approaches to Brownsville.
And furthermore, we welcome the people that will come to
the airport in our city to assist Spacex. We believe that
the air traffic control tower in Brownsville will be an
important, integral part of the safety management system
here in Brownsville. The air traffic control tower at
Brownsville will be loocking over TFRs as appropriate to
launches and we welcome the opportunity to do so. In
conclusion, fly Brownsville.

SPEAKER 3: My name is Mark Moore. I

P-02

P-03

National Court Reporters, Inc.
888.800.9656
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National Court Reporters, Inc. Natiocnal Court Reporters, Inc.
888.800.9656 888.800.9656
5 6

1 represent the pipefitters and welders here in Harlingen, 1 experience, and so having this company here in our own
2 Texas. I live out there by the project in Brownsville, 2 backyard is going to be very important to helping our
3 and so I'm here to represent them, and hopefully, we get 3 yvoung students reach to become -- to higher heights and to
4 this so that people can get work in this area trained as a 4 become more than what they can even dream of right now.
5 welder. So I'm definitely for this project. So what else 5 They see it. I see it in my own kids. I have three kids
9 would I say? I just think it's good for the community. I 9 and my five and seven year old, they're excited about this
7 think it would be good for the economy here in Brownsville 7 project and their imagination is just going crazy and it's
8 and the surrounding areas, and also it will bring in money 8 sparking new ideas. The possibilities are just coming out
9 for peocple wanting to see this thing shoot off. That's 9 from them, and so I see it, not just in my own kids, but
10 all I know to say. 10 in our community. Our community, our children, are also
11 SPEAKER 4: My name is Estella Chavez P-04 11 experiencing that, and it's so exciting to see their
12 Vasquez. I'm a city commissioner at large for the city of 12 excitement, and we're actually looking forward to all the
13 Brownsville and I just want to say that we're welcoming 13 possibilities this brings to our community, not just
14 the SpaceX project. The community is excited and looking 14 economicwise, but also as far as educationwise. We see
15 forward to having SpaceX becoming a member of our 15 the different entities coming together. That's another
16 community. We'll do anything that we can do to bring this 16 crucial thing that we've seen and it's exciting for me.
17 project into our community. We welcome the company to our 17 This is first time, me being in politics and in an elected
18 community. Qur students and our parents and our educators 18 position, that I see the community entities coming
19 are all looking forward and excited to having this company 19 together and it's an exciting time for our community to
20 in our community so that we can work together to foster 20 see how the different entities are bringing together their
21 the imagination of our kids. They've already shown the 21 resources and their energy so that we can make this
22 excitement when you talk to them in the schools. They -- 22 project a reality here within our community, because we
23 they're excited and eager and looking forward to this 23 see the benefit that it will have economicwise, as well as
24 project coming to our community. They —-- a lot of them 24 educationwise for our youth and all levels -- on all
25 don't have the money to go out into Houston to get that 25 levels. Not just the youth, but all levels,

National Court Reporters, Inc. National Court Reporters, Inc.

888.800.9656 888.800.9656
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educationwise, all levels in our community will benefit
from this and we look forward to it and we're excited and
eager to have SpaceX coming to our town.

SPEAKER 5: My name is Scarlet Colley.
I've spent 18 years giving tours and monitoring the
wildlife of South Bay. My concerns are the impact on the
wildlife, especially the bottle nose dolphins and nesting
birds in the South Bay area, and also the impact on the
bottle nose dolphins on the near shore from the impact
site to the jetties.

They're often -- the dolphins are in

the sand bars very close to shore. Will these shores be

addressed? Will the dolphins be safe? Will there be no

harm to any of them in any of the lift-offs? I have
photos of dolphins in less than five feet of water in the
back of South Bay.

I have photos of many, many

shorebirds, hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of

wintering birds, in South Bay, and I want to be assured

that none -- no harm will come to any birds or bottle nose
dolphins during the project SpaceX. Also I have a concern
that our house is one of the homes that's within five
miles of the launch site and wonder will it affect our
home in any way.

(The following statements were made during

the public hearing portion.)

SPEAKER 6: All right.

Hello. My name is

National Court Reporters, Inc.

888.800.9656
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Jose Guadalupe Martinez and I'm here again to support

SpaceX to come to Brownsville. I'm a physics major here

at the University of Texas at Brownsville working as a
research student at the Arecibo Remote Command Center
where we remotely control the world's largest telescope

and discover stars. Since last year, I've personally

discovered nine stars, a running total of twelve, and

going to work this summer for a second time at the Max

Planck Institute for Radio Astronomy in Germany. I

graduate this weekend with my bachelor's in physics, and

next year, I will graduate with my master's in physics.

And as I prepare myself to walk through graduation, I'm

planning for the future. And the future I see right now

is right in front of me. SpaceX in Brownsville. I thank

SpaceX for considering Brownsville and I thank
Brownsville, and Boca

my home city, South Padre Island,

Chica Beach, for supporting SpaceX. Thank you to everyone

for giving the opportunity for students like me, and for
students that drew up those drawings of Spacex as you
walked in, and for students here of all ages to have a
chance to get a job and work to make a big difference in
the world here at home. Thank vyou.
SPEAKER 7: My name is Anthony Ford and I'm
here in support of SpaceX having a launch facility in

I believe

Brownsville. As a student from Brownsville,

P-07
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1 SpaceX will have a tremendously positive impact on 1 Alberto Mata and I am a physics undergraduate at the
2 education and industry in the area. And as a father, I 2 University of Texas at Brownsville. I am part of the
3 can only imagine the opportunities SpaceX will provide for 3 Arecibo Remote Command Center under the Center for
4 our children in the future. Thank you. 4 Advanced Radio Astronomy, and we are a group of about 20
5 SPEAKER 8: Hello, everyone. My name is P_08 5 undergraduates and a few graduates that conduct
9 Gene Jim Santiago Loa. I know that's a weird name. I'm 9 cutting-edge astrophysics research. We personally are
7 an international student and I come from 10,000 miles away 7 trained in controlling several radio instruments
8 on the other side of the earth to U.T.B Brownsville for an 8 throughout the world. And currently, if I would like to
9 awesome program, our Arecibo Remote Control Center 9 pursue a career in astrophysics, I'm to forced to leave my
10 program. During the three years here, I witnessed 10 community. And with the coming of SpaceX, this would
11 Brownsville develop so much in different areas. As a 11 allow our community to keep some of the talents that we
12 physics student, I was so excited about the news that, 12 have and -- that are forced to leave currently. I'd like
13 here, Brownsville, it's going to be one of the most 13 to remind you guys that we have top-notch students and
14 possible places for the SpaceX launch site. A leading 14 rising scientists here in our very own community that not
15 company like SpaceX would definitely bring more great 15 only would benefit from the coming of SpaceX, but are
16 people from all around the world to here, Brownsville. 16 actually students that are sought by entities such as
17 The diversity makes this country successful, and so does 17 SpaceX. And I am one of those students. Thank you.
18 it make, too, Brownsville. I can't imagine the picture 18 SPEAKER 10: Good evening, everyone. My P-10
19 that people from different countries, from different 19 name is Professor Frederick, F-R-E-D-E-R-I-C-K, Jenet,
20 cultures, with different ideas, come to Brownsville to see 20 J-E-N-E-T. I am the Director for the Center of Advanced
21 the steps of human beings walking to a new world. I 21 Radio Astronomy and the Arecibo Remote Command Center. As
22 believe SpaceX will help Brownsville to be a great city, 22 you saw, several of my students have already told you how
23 and, of course, lead human beings to a better place. 23 this is going to impact them. My career has been
24 Thank vyou. 24 dedicated for the last eight years to offer students
25 SPEAKER 9: Hello, everybody. My name 1is P_09 25 amazing opportunities to become more than who they are and
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1 to significantly impact the human condition. So I cannot
2 underscore the importance of having a company like SpaceX
3 come to Brownsville and what it's going to do and the
4 opportunities that it's going to offer our students. It's
5 going to give them -- it's going to give them
9 opportunities to play a major role in the next chapter of
7 the history of the human race and the history of space
8 travel. It doesn't get better than this. So I welcome
9 SpaceX with open arms because of the opportunities that
10 it's going to give to our students, to our researchers,
11 and all members of our community, and I really hope that
12 you guys join me in this. Thank you.
13 SPEAKER 11: My name is Tony Martinez and
14 I'm the mayor of Brownsville, Texas, and very proudly so.

15 I want to first of all welcome all the FARA

16 representatives, facilitators, and all the people from out
17 of town to Brownsville. It's a great community. I also
18 wanted to thank each and every one of you for coming out
19 here and voicing your support, regardless of the opinions

20 that you might express. What this does express to me and
21 to all of us that are commissioners in this town is that

22 yvou really greatly care about Brownsville. And so I'm
23 here on behalf of the City of Brownsville, along with our
24 commissioners, to say fervently that I would love to have

25 SpaceX in our community. I think it affords the kind of
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opportunity from an educational standpoint, with no

environmental impacts, as was indicated by the draft

report that came out on April the 15th of this year by the

FAA. So I fully and totally endorse this SpaceX project

to Brownsville and I hope you will join me in welcoming
them to our community and make them part of our family.

Thank you very much.

SPEAKER 12: My name is Keith Graf, P-12

G-R-A-F. I'm the Director of the Governor's Office of

Aerospace, Aviation, and Defense. I have a letter from

Governor Perry that I would like to read. "SpaceX

Exploration Technoclogies Corporation has made great
progress in its evaluation of the South Texas site for a

new rocket launch facility. Last year, I wrote to you to

express my support for SpaceX, for your effort in this

process, and for the Brownsville officials who are working

to make this project happen. I want to make certain you

know that this project continues to have my utmost

support. As our nation moves towards a more commercial

model for space exploration, companies like SpaceX are

needed to step up and blaze new trails in space. As we

know from our 50 years of space exploration, SpaceX will

also be required to expend a certain amount of money and
expend a certain amount of risk as it moves from the
The

relative safety of outer space, both near and far.
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1 State of Texas and local communities are working with
2 SpaceX to mitigate these risks. We will continue to
3 support SpaceX as it moves through the site evaluation
4 process. In return, we expect to benefit from economic
5 development in the form of new, high-paying jobs and
9 capital investment in the Brownsville area. Perhaps more

7 importantly, the presence of a rocket launch facility in

8 South Texas will inspire generations of young Texans to

9 pursue education in science, technology, engineering, and
10 mathematics. Those educated workers will lead our State
11 and the nation into the next great frontier. We know from
12 our experience from the Kennedy Space Center that rocket
13 launch facilities can offer a success within an

14 environmentally-sensitive area. Please give a strong

15 support to the agency SpaceX in the Brownsville community
16 to bring its business to Texas. Your approval of their
17 application for a launch facility will open the door for
18 the next 50 years of space exploration and

19 commercialization for the United States. My office of

20 Aerospace and Aviation stands ready to assist as best we

21 can, Sincerely, Rick Perry, Governor of Texas."

22 SPEAKER 13: My name 1is Patrick Burchfield
23 and I have spent the last 53 years of my life working in
24 wildlife conservation arenas for various different species

25 and different situations, and I've spent the last 43 years
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working specifically with the Kemps Ridley sea turtle,

primarily, in Mexico. And I am in favor of SpaceX for a
little bit different reason than some that you may hear.
I view it as the least environmentally intrusive thing
that can happen. I've lived here 43 years in Brownsville
and I've seen several schemes from arenas with jet skis
and jet boats an high-rise structures on Boca Chica Beach.
And I want you to stop and take the example of Merit
Island near Cape Canaveral that is just rich with
wildlife, We don't

rich with birds, nesting sea turtles.

have to reinvent the wheel with this EIS statement. Just
look at what already exists around the existing wildsites
in the way of wildlife. So I am in favor of SpaceX and I
sincerely hope they come here because I look at that as a
long-term way we're going to protect that natural place.
Thank you.

SPEAKER 14: My name is Ellen Tyla,

P-14

T-Y-L-A. My husband, Daniel Griffin, and I are residents

in the secondary impact of the Palmetto Hill Ranch --
Battlefield Ranch. We are in favor of SpaceX coming, but
our concerns are that the respect of our property and the
roads that we travel, that our state and local governments
will step up and make sure that Highway 4 is maintained in
and

a driveable condition, that our trash is picked up,

basically, just respect where we live too. We'd like to
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1 have it, but keep it clean. Thank you. 1 culture, we are deeply-rooted in family, and so many of
2 SPEAKER 15: Good evening. My name 1is P-15 2 our kids would stay home and become pillars of the
3 Gonzaloc Salazar. I am blessed to serve as Superintendent 3 community themselves if they had the opportunities. Thank
4 of Schools in the Los Fresnos School District. And we 4 you, SpaceX, for dreaming big. Thank you, Brownsville,
5 have a little something in common with SpaceX. You see, 5 for your efforts. The Brownsville Economic Council,
9 our mascot 1s the falcon, and we've been launching falcons 9 vou're doing a tremendous job. Thank you for supporting
7 for gquite some time. As Superintendent of Schools, I'm 7 all of the wonderful things that are happening in our
8 here representing the children of Region 1, from Pre-K to 8 public schools. And if we come together and make this
9 12th grade. I'm also representing all of the 9 happen, we truly be will able to transform education for
10 Superintendents of Region 1 who see a promise in SpaceX 10 the children in the Region 1 area. Thank you. God bless
11 coming to Brownsville. What a wonderful thing to have 11 you.
12 SpaceX come to the gateway to this great nation of ours, 12 SPEAKER 16: I have split perscnalties. I P-16
13 the City of Brownsville. We have a regional mentality, a 13 get six minutes. Good afternoon. My name 1is Dutch
14 regional approcach to how we're doing things in our efforts 14 Fisher. My wife, Ludy, and I are real estate brokers here
15 to transform education. I am a product of public schools. 15 in the Rio Grande Valley. I'm a native Floridian who was
16 I am a product of U.T.B. Both of my degrees were acquired 16 born less than two-and-a-half hours from Cape Canaveral
17 here at U.T.B. And the field of education afforded me an 17 and have attended over a dozen launches at both the Gemini
18 opportunity to stay right here at home and give back to my 18 and the Apollc missions. Because this forum is about the
19 community, to give back to the children, and be a part of 19 environmental impact of the space launches, I would like
20 transforming education right here in the Rio Grande 20 the share the following. From the early 1960s to the
21 Valley. The two fastest growing demographics in the 21 mid-1980s, I spent many days on the Florida beaches
22 America are economically-disadvantaged Hispanics. The 22 between Jacksonville and Cape Canaveral, surfing, fishing,
23 promise that SpaceX will bring here is the opportunity for 23 and boating. In 1982, I decided to take a year off from
24 students with an interest in science, technology, 24 my job at the world's largest builder of commercial
25 engineering, and math to work right here at home. In our 25 fishing boats and spend a year shrimping offshore from the
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Carolinas around to Corpus Christi. Every day we fished,

we saw sea turtles. Soon after my return to the shipyard,
numerous media outlets began running stories about sea
turtles washing up along the very beaches we fished
offshore. Baseless claims were made about shrimpers being

the cause. As a result, the Natural Fishery Service, a

Federal agency of NOAH, conducted a study to determine
populations of sea turtles. This indepth study revealed

two very interesting facts. First, the one area where the
most abundant population of sea turtles along the coasts
of the United States just happened to be right offshore
and in the inlet of Cape Canaveral. Second, the
behavioral scientist discovered that the major cause of
the declining population along the U.S. coasts had nothing
to go with shrimpers. You see, when baby turtles hatch,
they must go directly to the sea. Since they are
naturally programmed to head towards their guiding light,
which before beachfront developments came, from -- they're
natural lights came from the reflection of the moon and
stars above the water's surfaces along with the phosphorus
and the sea water that glows when the water breaks near
shore. Because of those new artificial lights, these
hatchlings headed inland and became stranded in the dunes,
on the grasses bordering the beaches underneath these

lights, and in the stomachs of those higher up in our food
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chain. Fortunately, it's now against numerous public

ordinances to have lighted areas along the shorelines

which turtles are prone to nest. SpaceX 1s aware of this

light-emitting problem or phenomenon and will not be a

source of these killer lights. Also, you can rest assure

that the rapid poaching of turtle nests here will decline

as well. During the past three decades, I've spent the

vast majority of my life here in the lower Valley, having

arrived in the mid-1980s to manage a shipyard and a fuel

and ice facility. Having been provided this opportunity

back then, I soon discovered that our Valley's workforce

is hard working, honest, and has a sincere desire to

succeed 1f provided the opportunity. Should Mr. Musk and

SpaceX provide our community the same opportunity to

succeed, he and all of us will not be disappointed. U.T.

Brownsville, U.T. Pan American, T.S.C., and our other

educational facilities are at the starting blocks,
anxiously awaiting for him to fire his starter's pistols.

Cur community leaders are poised and ready, from Carlos,

our county judge, to Tony, our mayor, SpaceX also has the

full support of Rene, Eddie, and Eddie, III, our State

Legislator, Rene Filemon, our new U.S. representative,

both our Senators, and we just hear, or Governor. With

the hard work and efforts of both Gil Salinas of BEDC, an

Angela Burton, our leader of best Chamber of Commerce in

d

’

d
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our entire State, SpaceX surely will benefit us all,

including the industries and businesses, like hospitality

and tourism, our world-class Port, services, restaurants

and the like, retail, logistics, manufacturing, banking,

construction, infrastructure, and yes, real estate.

Brownsville will finally be on the world map no longer

just a small dot on the tip of the Texas map. We're not

only asking for Mr. Musk's SpaceX to choose our place in

the sun for its current values, but alsc for our children,

our grandchildren, and our future generations, who just

may, some day, be able to explore our galaxy and the

entire universe, personally and up close.

SPEAKER 17: Hello. My name is George

Rocha, R-0O-C-H-A. I'm a juniocr from the Brownsville Early

College High School. And I know that I'm speaking for all

my peers and my students -- and all the students who

attend, that we all are in full support of SpaceX. We are

all aware of the big opportunities that this company would

have once it would arrive here. For us, not having -- for

this company to come here, it would allow us to have some

form of vision that we would have when we -- that we

wouldn't have otherwise. All right. I'm sorry. Thank

you.
SPEAKER 18:

Good afternoon. My name is

Angela Burton and I am the proud president of the

National Court Reporters, Inc.

888.800.9656

P-17

P-18

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Natiocnal Court Reporters, Inc.

888.800.9656
20

Brownsville Chamber of Commerce. That's A-N-G-E-L-A

B-U-R-T-0O-N. First and foremost, I would like to welcome

back the FAA to Brownsville. It's been approximately one
yvear since the last public meeting and I thank you for the
opportunity to address the agency once again. The
Brownsville Chamber of Commerce representing more than 850
businesses once again supports the commercial launch site
project by Space Exploration Technology Corps, SpaceX, as
this project supports stewardship between business,
education, and the environment. Since

culture, history,

the 1960s, the National Aeronautics and Space

Administration, NASA, has identified Brownsville as a

potential site for launch operations. The region's vast

natural resources, proximity to the ocean, and undeveloped

land, make the area perfect for such a project. More

importantly, the successful achievement of this project
would bring about significant change and impact to not
only Brownsville, but the region, and the State of Texas.
The SpaceX project would ignite an economic boom and would
create the emergence of an aerospace industry cluster not
previous identified in the region. It would also create a
trickle-down effect with current industry clusters, such

as transportation and logistics. Moreover, one can only

imagine how tourism would increase and attract thousands

of visitors to the area, not to mention the aerospace
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21 22
1 professionals and suppliers. Academically, the project 1 Chica Beach site off of Highway 4 would be an ideal
2 falls in line with the area's science, technology, 2 location because of its close proximity to the Gulf of
3 engineering, and math programs, as well as U.T.B.'s 3 Mexico and because the land that SpaceX will need remains
4 gravitational wave program. We can only imagine the 4 undeveloped today. I am confident that SpaceX will
5 internship opportunities that would be afforded to our 5 conduct its operations in a mutually beneficial and
9 deserving students. Again, the Brownsville Chamber of 9 cooperative manner with respect to the environment, local
7 Commerce supports SpaceX and we are confident the launch 7 residents, beach-goers, and the community as a whole, just
8 site will have minimal impact on the environment and/or -- 8 as they have in other areas. SpaceX is experienced in
9 any impact identified will be appropriately mitigated. We 9 operating complex launches in and around wildlife refuges
10 support the issuance of launch licenses and/or 10 and other environmentally-protected areas that can lead to
11 experimental permits. Thank you very much. I have 11 an ecofriendly facility for wildlife and natural habitats.
12 letters of support. 12 The proposed project will be an asset to the entire South
13 SPEAKER 19: Good evening. My name is P-19 13 Texas region. It will inspire our local school children
14 Sophia Benavides. Do I need to spell that out for you? 14 to reach for the stars and focus, more than ever, on
15 THE COURT REPORTER: No. 15 critical science, technoclogy, engineering, and math
16 SPEAKER 19: And I have a letter here for 16 studies. It could also create opportunities for programs
17 Ms. Stacey Zee. This letter is submitted in response to 17 and degrees, as well as research facilities at our local
18 the May 7th, 2013 public hearing on the draft 18 institutions of higher learning here in the Rio Grande
19 environmental impact statement to evaluate the potential 19 Valley. The SpaceX —-- excuse me —-- the SpaceX project
20 environmental impacts that may result from the FAA/AST 20 will create high-paying job opportunities for local
21 proposal to issue launch licenses and/or experimental 21 residents and stimulate other indirect jobs. In addition,
22 permits to Space Exploration Technologies Corporation, 22 the tourism potential a project of this magnitude can
23 SpaceX. I am pleased to submit this letter in support of 23 bring to the region is immeasurable. I am in full support
24 SpaceX's proposal to launch from a site in Cameron County, 24 of the project and am delighted that this commercial
25 Texas. Locating the proposed launch facility on the Boca 25 company 1s strongly considering Cameron County. Two weeks
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ago, our Commissioners Court passed a resolution in full

support of SpaceX coming to Cameron County. Thank you so

much .

SPEAKER 20: My name 1is Bob Pinkerton. I

live on South Padre Island and I am their mayor. I am

here in support of SpaceX. We recently passed a

resolution supporting it. Without guestion, and needless

to say, from an educational standpoint, there can be no

better project to come to this area than SpaceX.

Economically, and from the standpoint of tourism, again,

you need to go no further than to look at Boca Chica Beach

as being an ideal spot only about four miles from South

Padre Island, which we would love to have. We think

Brownsville deserves it and we think Cameron County

deserves it, and I want to thank you very much for

allowing us to speak. As a matter of introduction, I

invited a very good friend. We both grew up in

Brownsville. His name is Alfredo Cisneros. He is a

graduate of St. Joseph's. He came down from Houston just

to speak at this public hearing. He's -- as I said, he

graduated from St. Joseph's, he went on to join the Navy,

he was a fighter pilot, he flew off the Saratoga during

the Vietnam war, he flew for the Navy Blue Angels, and he

was asked to enter the shuttle program, and ended his

career with 22,000 flight hours on Southwest Airlines. Al
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Cisneros.
SPEAKER 21: Thank you, Mayor. My name is

Al Cisneros, C-I-S-N-E-R-0-S. Folks, thank you for giving

me the opportunity to come back to my hometown to speak.

It is an honor for me to share this time with you. All of

that which I've accomplished started with a dream, and it

appears that the great city of Brownsville has yet its own

dream, which I certainly do want to promote. Speaking of

dreams and being from Brownsville, and all that I've

managed in my life, it's only from God's blessings, and

good family, friends, and the education, certainly, that I

got from St. Joseph's. I'm very, very, very honored.

SpaceX has to be considered in the context of the NASA

shuttle program that I have observed very carefully for 35

years. NASA's mission from Gemini/Apollo skylab and

through the shuttle program is quantifiable. We know what

it's done. What we also must acknowledge are the
significant economic benefits that have impacted countless

communities in the United States and the world. And I've

seen all of the communities that NASA has provided its
employees and its mission and they are significant.
There's an apparent lack of leadership in commitment to
the U.S. space program in Washington. We all know that.
I know that specifically from living across from the NASA

admin building in Houston. I know the impact of when
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there's a lack of support. So it is then, apparently,

important for this city, this region, to totally support

the SpaceX program. Brownsville and the EDC should apply

private sector thinking to the public sector. It should

protect and preserve your local young businesses. It
should anticipate the changing needs of your business

owners and all of their residents and their issues, all

the while, attracting new businesses. I believe that the

full support -- that full support should be given to the

SpaceX initiative, and by doing so, the city and this

great region will continue to benefit and prosper. It is

my fervent hope as a hometown boy that this environmental
review process and all of its attendant impacts will be

ameliorated, mitigated, and resolved so that the FAA will,

in fact, issue the launch licenses and/or the experimental

permits to SpaceX and this community. Thank you.

SPEAKER 22: Good evening. My name is Jim

Chapman. I am the president of Frontera Audubon Society,

a local conservation organization. Environmentally, there

is a lot at stake in this process. The lower Rio Grande

Valley is one of the most bioclogically diverse areas in

all of North America. And Boca Chica, the Boca Chica

area, is quite possibly the largest, relatively

undeveloped, pristine natural areas left in the entire

Valley. With regards to SpaceX, there will be impacts.
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There's no guestion about that. The guestion is, what

will those impacts be and how great will they be? It
appears that SpaceX is making a sincere effort to identify
and address impacts and I commend them for doing that.

But there are some shortcomings in this EIS. Over the

vears, I've looked at a lot of environmental impact

statements. And I'd like to mention just a couple of

those shortcomings now so that they can be remedied for

the final -- for the final EIS. There's very little data

or studies cited in the EIS regarding the possible impacts

of lights on wildlife. There is data and there are

studies out there, but you don't find them in the EIS.

Lights can have -- can impact sea turtles, they can impact

migratory birds, which this area is known for throughout

the world. And the effect of lighting on other endangered

species, such as the Piping Plover, ocelots, jaguarundis,

Aplomada falcons, which nest in the area. So all these

need to be locked at in more detail. And similarly, the

effects over noise. Now, there won't be many launches,

apparently, but when there are, the effects of that noise

on wildlife needs to be looked at in greater detail. They
say there won't be impacts. We need more than good words.
We need data. There isn't much discussion of the possible
impacts on groundwater. Brownsville already gets part of

its municipal water supply from the agquifer that's beneath
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1 our feet and the SpaceX cite will have a lot of solvents 1 hope I don't shock you today by telling you that we do not
2 and a lot of rocket fuel. We want to make sure that our 2 oppose this project. We are welcome —-- we are thankful
3 groundwater stays clean and free of those contaminants. 3 that SpaceX has reached out to our organization, as well
4 There's very little mention about hurricanes. Their site 4 as numerous others throughout the State, and are working
5 is about three feet above sea level. The 1933 hurricane 5 closely with the resource agencies that we also work very
9 had a 16 foot tidal surge. When you have fuels and 9 closely with. We are just here tonight. I came here to
7 solvents stored basically within a quarter of a mile of 7 visit the site and to meet with folks locally, our
8 the beach, that's -- that's a concern. We need to know 8 members, as well as others, and we look forward to working
9 what their plans are, their contingencies, how safe will 9 with you-all, and with SpaceX, and with our State and
10 we be. In summary, if SpaceX comes to the Valley, we want 10 Federal resource agencies. And we would just like to, I
11 them to come not as a despoiler of our environment, but as 11 guess, speak on behalf of earth science, as well as space
12 an advocate of our precious natural resources. There's 12 science, and I don't think they're mutually exclusive.
13 not a lot of habitat left in the Valley. Every acre 13 And again, I look forward to working with everybody to,
14 matters. Thank you. 14 hopefully, create a really great, exciting project that
15 SPEAKER 23: Hello. My name is Scheleen P-23 15 everybody can be proud of. Thank you very much.
16 Walker, S-C-H-E-L-E-E-N. I'm here representing the Lone 16 SPEAKER 24: Well, hello, everyone. My pP-24
17 Star Chapter of the Sierra Club. I am representing the 17 name is Rosendo Lopez. And when I first heard about this,
18 approximately 30,000 members we have throughout the State. 18 I saw a pause between the Space and X, so it sounds really
19 For those of you who are not familiar with the Sierra 19 weird. And so it sounds really weird. The thing is, that
20 Club, we're the oldest volunteer—-driven environmental 20 Brownsville, this is our great chance to show what we've
21 protection organization in the country and our motto is 21 got. So let's just give our best on this, and I hope that
22 explore, enjoy, protect the planet. And that is why I'm 22 we get a really good thing in the end. So thanks very
23 here today. We have been contacted by numerous members 23 much.
24 throughout the State who have asked us how we feel about 24 SPEAKER 25: I don't know what I could say P'25
25 this project, and do we support it, do we oppose you. I 25 that hasn't been said already. All the previous speakers
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speak from my heart, as well. These lovely vyoung girls,

they're part of a rocket program that they -- I think

would just benefit from this project. And this is our

future and I applaud you girls. Way to go. All right.

And they built this, by the way. Okay, girls. Thank you

for your time.

SPEAKER 26: My name is Jesus "Chuy" Abete,

A-B-E-T-E. Wow ! Going against all the top guns here in

the City of Brownsville and Cameron County. There's only

been two persons here that have spoken, not against, but

how it might impact us here in the Valley. Dr. Burchfield

made a comment that he's been here 53 years or 43 years.

I have been here 78 years. I was born and raised just a

stone's throw from here. Here where we're at right now,

back when I was a kid, I would just -- I would -- used to

see flocks and flocks and flocks like you wouldn't believe

of wildlife, flying birds coming in through here. I don't

see them anymore. On the ground, snakes, horned toads,

all kinds of wild animals. And I am here to talk on
behalf of the wildlife. We talk about the upper milos, we
talk about all the endangered species that we have, and
they say that it's not going to go ahead and affect this
wildlife that we have in the area of the Boca Chica. My
wife and I bought a piece of land out there to go ahead

and conserve 1t as wild as we could, and it looks like
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it's going to be ruined by this company that's coming ove

here to go ahead and destroy our wildlife. This is -- to

me, it seems the former speakers ahead of me, it's like a

toy when I was small at Christmas. I would get it, I

would play for it -- with it for about one week, and then

throw it away and forget about it. And this, eventually,

if it does ever come to pass, that this outfit comes to
locate here in Brownsville, that's what it's going to be.

Jobs? Think about it. Jobs? We've got a lot of jobs

here. If they don't pay right, it's because we live so

close to Mexico. But all of these graduates, I applaud

them, because they are putting in their twelve years in
high school or their universities, and they want to go
ahead and progress and make good money. And they will,
but not all of these graduates are going -- if this comes
about are going to be hired by this company that is
locating here. So I am here to tell everybody in
attendance that I am the voice of 911 for all the wildlif
that is going to be affected if it does ever happen at
Boca Chica.

SPEAKER 27: Hi. My name is Andrea Tellez
T-E-L-L-E-Z. I'm a physics major at the University of
Texas at Brownsville and I support SpaceX. Having a
project like this will help in the economy of the Rio

Grande Valley by providing opportunities to future

r

e

pP-27

i
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1 research students and students like me who are of lower 1 about how SpaceX will impact Brownsville, so I'm going to
2 class will never have the opportunity to study if it 2 take a break from that and just talk about how it will
3 wasn't for the research grants. Also, it will help all 3 impact me. To begin with, I can't wait for the day that
4 students by giving the opportunity to apply science here 4 SpaceX joins Brownsville. SpaceX -- a lot of the things
5 instead of looking somewhere else. It also will help our 5 that I get -- a lot of the questions that I've been
9 institution to attract bright minds and research 9 getting over the past few days is what does SpaceX mean to
7 opportunities. Thank you. 7 you, so I'm hear to answer that. SpaceX means to me
8 SPEAKER 28: Hello, everyone. My name is P-28 8 bringing the world's greatest private aerospace entity to
9 Louis Dartez, L-0-U-I-S, last name, D-A-R-T-E-Z. Just a 9 my doorstop. SpaceX means that, as a lover of physics and
10 quick introduction. I grew up in the Los Fresnos, Port 10 astronomy, and math and engineering, I don't have to leave
11 Isabel, and Brownsville areas. I've gone to schoocls at 11 my family, I don't have to leave my home, I can do this
12 all three districts and I eventually graduated from the 12 and work at home, here, with my friends. Loving what I
13 Mathematics and Science Academy at U.T. Brownsville. I'm 13 do, I don't work a day in my life and I would like to keep
14 now part of the Arecibo Remote Command Center, which is a 14 it that way. SpaceX means new opportunities for students
15 research group under the Center for Advanced Astronomy at 15 like myself to work side by side with great engineers and
16 U.T. Brownsville. Through this program and through-and 16 scientists, like Steve Davis, standing over on the side
17 because of Dr. Jenet's efforts, at the back there, I've 17 over there. And this means that many students who are --
18 traveled to Puerto Rico and worked with scientists at 18 that are at my level, we get to do this for many years to
19 Arecibo, a group of scientists at Cornell, Cal Tech, and 19 come. SpaceX means also a bunch of jobs to Brownsville.
20 all over the world. And so —-- and so that's my 20 And best of all, it means rockets in Brownsville. Who
21 background. And I would also like to thank SpaceX for 21 doesn't want that? That's awesome. And I can't wait for
22 considering Brownsville. I would 1like to thank all of you 22 the day that we get to launch Brownsville and we get to
23 for being here today and the FAA for doing this study and 23 become a part of this. So thank vyou.
24 for listening to me. We've had a lot of speakers and I 24 SPEAKER 29: Hello. My name is Andres P 29
25 have no doubt that we'll have many more people talking 25 Cuellar, C-U-E-L-L-A-R. And I'm a physics student and a )
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1 research assistant for the Arecibo Remote Command Center 1 research that we're doing in F6 down the hall, if you want
2 at the University of Texas at Brownsville. Today I came 2 to come. Thank vyou.
3 to talk about SpaceX, which I strongly support. Every 3 SPEAKER 31: Hello. My name is Janine, P_31
4 day, I sit among engineers, scientists, and mathematics 4 J-A-N-I-N-E. And I think SpaceX would be a great addition
5 students who have the dream to make a real contribution to 5 to Brownsville since it would help our science community
9 science and technology. Bringing SpaceX to Brownsville 9 move forward by bringing this neat space technology,
7 will not only help those students accomplish their dreams, 7 astrophysicists, and engineers to our own community. And
8 but it will also benefit SpaceX with the quality, with the 8 I also think that it would help give our own physics and
9 high gquality of students, being produced here in 9 engineering students a chance to work closer to home. So
10 Brownsville. Thank you. 10 I support SpaceX. Thank you.

P-30 P-32
11 SPEAKER 30: Hello. My name is Jesus 11 SPEAKER 32: Good evening. My name is
12 Hincjosa and I'm an ARCC student alsc. And so I graduated 12 Rosie Gowen, G-O-W-E-N. I was born and raised here in
13 from Porter High School, but to us -- well, my fellow 13 Brownsville and I am a practicing physician and also very
14 graduate students, it was like, why would -- why would you 14 proud, as well as humbled, to serve as a City Commissioner
15 want to be a major in a STEM career? Like you had to go 15 here in Brownsville for the last four years. I do support
16 off from the Valley, go off -- maybe -- maybe NASA was 16 SpaceX coming. When I was a child, my father was a
17 just a dream, you know, for us. So like most of my 17 science teacher, and one of the most exciting times of the
18 friends, they just went to business -- business school or 18 year for me was when he hosted a science fair at one of
19 other careers. And now that SpaceX will come here, it 19 our local gyms. And as I was a child walking through
20 will be like, you know, SpaceX is right there. You can 20 those science projects, I couldn't help but imagine that
21 work for SpaceX if you are a physics major, if you go into 21 perhaps the world's foremost scientists were the ones that
22 the field of physics and STEM. So we have a lab over here 22 were putting these projects together, because it seemed
23 in F6 where we have all the research. I know you've been 23 like such an exciting and scientific time. A year ago
24 hearing that we're working and we've been doing all this 24 when I found out that SpaceX was seriously interested in
25 research, and so we're actually presenting some of the 25 the area, I once again was transported back to those days
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as a child, except that this time, it wasn't my

imagination. It really was the world's most foremost
scientists looking at our home and perhaps making it a
reality so that other children like myself and those who
just believed that it was not in their reach can now begin
to see that it is in their reach and that all they have to
do is work hard, believe in themselves, and the community
will be here in every way with companies like SpaceX to
promote their future.

So in every way, I support SpaceX

coming to Brownsville, and if there's anything that I can

do as a Commissioner to promote that, I will do so.

SPEAKER 33: Good evening. My name is

Debra Portillo. That's P-O-R-T-I-L-L-0. And I am proud

to say that I was born and raised in the City of
that I am a

Brownsville, Texas and I am also proud to say

graduate of the University of Texas at Brownsville. I'm
truly excited about the thought of what a SpaceX building
launch site means to Brownsville. First and foremost,
SpaceX coming to Brownsville is exactly the type of
company the City of Brownsville and its EDC should be
trying to recruit and the type of company that we should
be able to attract to Brownsville. The arrival of SpaceX
will create a direct conduit between the U.T.B. physics

department, a world-class group of researchers, and our

students of all levels from our region. This connection
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between academia, whether it be basic or applied research

in the private sector, will not O provide on-the-job

training to all our students, but real world jobs working

in their field of choice here at home. This also becomes

the nexus where research and development and

entrepreneurship can foster, creating the jobs of the

future, here and now. For ages, the people of this

region, from its first inhabitants that looked up into the

skies and dreamed to reach out and touch a world beyond

theirs, to the current inhabitants that now actually have

the ability to do just that, and alsoc name their stars

like some of our ARCC students. What I wonder is, with

SpaceX in our backyard, what will our children now dream

of achieving now that they can look up intoc the night sky

and actually touch the stars. What will they dream? I

don't know, but I so loock forward to helping them achieve

those dreams. As we all know, Brownsville has long been

known as a logistics intermodal hub. We have a deepwater

port, we have an airport, and hopefully, soon, we will be

hearing about Brownsville's new space port. Thank you.

SPEAKER 34: Good evening. I'm Marisela

Cortez, M-A-R-I-S-E-L-A. And I'm here representing

Congressman Filemon Vela. And he writes a letter tonight.
"I write a response to tonight's May 7th, 2013 public

hearing on the draft environmental impact statement to
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1 evaluate the potential impacts that may result from the
2 Federal Aviation Administration Office of Commercial Space
3 Transportation proposal to issue a launch license and
4 experimental permit to Space Exploration Technologies
5 Corporation. I strongly support the preferred alternative

9 details in the draft EIS and I urge timely approval of the
7 document to allow the plan development to move forward.

8 The draft EIS is a product of careful and thorough

9 analysis of the impact of the proposed launch site.

10 SpaceX worked with Federal, State, and local officials,

11 along with the effected citizens, to developing a balanced
12 proposal that provides significant benefit to the region,
13 while mitigating the impact of construction and operations

14 of the facility. The draft EIS reflects SpaceX's

15 comprehensive approach in sitting the facility at a

16 location which will provide optimal launch conditions

17 without unduly impacting the environment or the

18 surrounding communities. The forethought that went into
19 the initiative will have a long-term positive impact

20 positioning the launch site for future success. The

21 preferred alternative, which would allow construction of a
22 new launch site in South Texas to commence, is in our

23 national interest. The establishment of a new location to
24 support a commercial space launch and reusable launch

25 vehicles increases our economic competitiveness and
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national security. The proposed facility would also
provide substantial benefits to the entire South Texas
region, in addition to employment opportunities in the
construction, maintenance, and operation of the facility.
The launch site will have a significant positive economic
impact. The State of Texas as a home of Space Center
Houston has a long history as a tourist destination for
those interested in space and the opportunity to
experience a launch would bring observers from across the
State and nation. The SpaceX facility would also benefit
students throughout the region by inspiring young people
to study and pursue careers 1in science, technology,
engineering, and math (STEM fields), and providing
cooperative research and employment opportunities for
students and educators by nearby institutions. Hispanics
historically have been underrepresented in the STEM
fields, and this proposed facility in close proximity to
several Hispanic institutions, will help address a
shortfall by developing partnerships to enhance research
opportunities. The SpaceX South Texas launch site has my
support and I appreciate the hard work that went into the
creation of the draft EIS. SpaceX has a deep
understanding of the community and the draft EIS support

for the preferred alternative reflects the efforts that

went into drafting a proposal for the construction and
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operation of the facility, which will serve both the

nation and the community. Sincerely, Filemon Vela, member

of Congress."
SPEAKER 35:

Good evening. My name 1is

David Ruiz and I'm also a native of Brownsville, Texas.
I've lived here 60 years and I've seen Brownsville expand
and go from a little town to a thriving city as the one we
have now. But I can remember a good 30 years ago when we
were inviting the maquiladora industry to our city. We
heard that they would be hiring numerous amocunts of people
and there would be jobs for everybody. And obviously, I
was —-- I was in college getting my degree in business
administration and I was real excited about what was

when I went

happening here in Brownsville. Unfortunately,

out to the job market, there were no jobs for me. I had

to leave Brownsville because all the jobs that were

created were created on the other side of the Border. So

I found myself having to go to Laredo, to Houston, to

work —-- for work, and then I found myself unemployed in

Houston and had to come back to Brownsville. So I want
the public -- the citizens of Brownsville to be aware that
all these nice invitations that we hear and all the -- the
support that we get from the people that we put in office
sometimes are not always there. And don't get me wrong.

I went to college. I got a master's in business
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administration. And I'm glad for all the students that

are here anxiously awaiting jobs as engineers and physics
majors, and I hope that they don't get upset and
disappointed when they've got their little degree and say,
"Hey, I'm going to get a job over here at SpaceX because
they're saying they're going to employ a thousand people.”
Well, I hope those thousand people aren't employed across
the river building those space capsules. Another thing
that I want to bring up is the treaty, the water treaty
that is pending right now in Texas that the Governor wants
the President to address.

That's a water treaty with

Mexico that was done in 18944. Well, the Governor wants

Mexico to respect that treaty. And I'm asking that the

treaty of the Adams Onis also be respected, because I am

also an explorer and I come from pioneer families that

have been here since the early 1700s. There's a land

purchase out there that -- that took -- that took place in

the mid-17 -- or the late 1700s where we bought Catapulta,

the Cisneros family. And I wanted to ask everyone here 1if

there's anybody that had title to that land, would you

please raise your hand. Thank vyou. Well, I just found

out that we had title to those lands and SpaceX hasn't
approached us. None of the politicians have asked 1if

we're interested in selling. And I just want you to take

that into consideration. If it was your piece of land,
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1 your property, how would you feel? Thank vyou. 1 dedication that is being put into -- this program is
2 SPEAKER 36: Good evening, everyone. My P-36 2 putting for this community to protect its environment and
3 name is Dan. I'm a Porter High School engineering magnet 3 its economy and the well being of its citizens, it's
4 student. And I see the proposed space facility as a great 4 amazing. So thank you and have a good night. P 38
5 opportunity for me as a graduate from college. It will 5 SPEAKER 38: Good evening. My name 1is Luis )
9 allow me to pursue an esteemed career while staying close 9 Ortega. O0-R —-- you'wve got it? Cool. That's great. I'm
7 to my home and to family. SpaceX might be the best thing 7 here representing Porter High School and I'm a member of
8 that has happened to Brownsville and the Valley. As a 8 the magnet program. I'm a senior and I'm going to
9 Porter High Schoocl student, I gladly accept SpaceX into 9 graduate and leave for Texas Tech to study mechanical
10 our community. Thank vyou. 10 engineering. SpaceX is coming to Brownsville and everyone
11 SPEAKER 37: Hello. How 1is everybody doing P-37 11 is talking about jobs. That's great, but nothing's
12 tonight? My name is Ovidio Garza. First name, 12 perfect. We won't all get them, but at least SpaceX
13 0-vV-I-D-I-0, last name, G-A-R-Z-A. I am a senior at the 13 levels the playing field and gives us a chance to compete
14 Gladys Porter High Schocl engineering magnet. And I just 14 for jobs at home instead of having to leave and lose out
15 like -- I was born here in Brownsville. I've seen 15 far from home. I would rather lose out and still have my
16 Brownsville grow through my 18 years of life. And it's 16 family than win and be stuck miles away. Thank you.
17 been a great experience. You know, seeing dirt roads turn 17 SPEAKER 39: Good afternoon, everyone. My P-39
18 into paved roads and empty land into different buildings 18 name is Matthew Cohen, C-0O-H-E-N, and I am a junior at
19 and businesses. So it's great. And I would like to say 19 Gladys Porter High School. I'm currently in the
20 on behalf of my fellow -- well, most of my fellow member 20 engineering program and I really endorse the coming of
21 -— students at the -- at Gladys Porter that we support 21 SpaceX. It is an opportunity that small cities like us
22 SpaceX. We welcome it with arms wide open, not only 22 don't always get. Now, I know I've heard about the
23 because we want extra points in our engineering aerospace 23 engineering -- the engineers that would come and we won't
24 class, but also because i1it's a great opportunity. It's —— 24 all get the jobs. And I've heard about the problems that
25 I believe it's innovation at its finest. And the 25 we'll have with the wildlife. It will cause disruptions.
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But I read over there that the fuel -- the propellants

that they will use in their rockets are the most economic
—-— they're pretty economic and they are also wildlife
friendly. They are liguid oxygen and refined kerosine.
They are better off and healthier for our environment than
And we can see that

jets. And we have our airport here.

that will be more in the wetlands, more with the -- with

the animals, our endangered species ocelots, or migratory

birds, and our sea turtles. The lights may cause a

problem, but we have to give stuff up, a tiny little bit,
in order to help the economy of our city boost and take

the city -- take our City of Brownsville to the next
level. Thank you.

SPEAKER 40: Good evening. Good evening.

My name is John Lynch, J-0-H-N L-Y-N-C-H. I am a proud
teacher in the engineering program at Gladys Porter High
School, most especially, aerospace engineering, and I've
got to tell you that I love my kids and I'm proud of them
and they are nothing less than brilliant. I have worked
almost my entire adult life in engineering and
manufacturing with the exception of the past five years as
a high school teacher. And we've always been concerned
about a consistent gquality product. What is your output?
And I'm thinking about that now as a high school teacher.

What is my product? I want to produce smart people. My
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product is intelligent college-ready students. So what I

would like to do is become a supplier to SpaceX. SpaceX

is going to be needing some guality, intelligent people

and I want to produce that and be their supplier. I think

that we can form a mutually-beneficial relationship and
that I can give SpaceX what they need and what they want.

At the same time, I can give these students, and SpaceX

can give these students, the opportunity to find awesome

job opportunities right here in their hometown. I welcome

SpaceX and I'm excited as I can be to see those
possibilities and looking forward to a relationship with

SpaceX. Thank you.

SPEAKER 41: Good evening. First of all,

Mr. Abete, I was raised a stone's throw closer than you

were right here in the Mariah, and I got to see tomato

fields, cotton fields, and sugar cane fields. I also

graduated from St. Joseph's, but I was not a Blue Angel

like Mr. Cisneros. But I am Mariano Bean Ayala,

A-Y-A-L-A, president and CEO of the Brownsville Convention
and Visitors Bureau, Director of Tourism for your city.

And I see several great problems that SpaceX will bring to
Brownsville and Cameron County. I see children wanting to
learn more math and science. I see hotels filled and
needing more rooms to rent out. I see restaurants filled

with patrons and needing more food, more employees to
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serve. I see our stores, our malls filled with people,
with bruised shoulders running into our shoppers to get
that deal here in Brownsville and the region. I see all
our gas stations filled with lines of people trying to
fill up to get back home to go back where they came from
to see a space shuttle take off from Brownsville. Yes, I
see all these problems associated with SpaceX and I
sincerely tell you that Mariano Bean Ayala and his
Brownsville Convention and Vistors Board of Directors
truly want these problems here in Brownsville and in our
region. tu casa.

SpaceX, mi casa,

SPEAKER 42: Hi. My name is Alicia De La

Garza. And I'm a Brownsville native, born and raised, and

I have never been prouder of my community, because for the

first time in my lifetime, I've seen people from different

sectors, different ages, different walks of life, coming
together for a common purpose to bring SpaceX. And I
don't know about you guys, but I see students, and it

gives me chills to see students taking away from their own

precious time to come and support such a cause. I don't

know if everybody realizes it, but we are -- we are very

fortunate to be in this place at this very time, because
we are on the verge of making history. We have the

potential, we have the opportunity, of being the first

ever commercial aerospace launch site in the world.
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Brownsville, Texas is on that verge. And you've heard it

mentioned. I graduated from high school, went away for

college, graduated from Duke University, and I thought

twice about coming back to Brownsville because I was

afraid that I wouldn't find a job. Fortunately, I have a

great job that I enjoy very, very much, but a lot of my

friends have not been fortunate, and they've stayed,

whether it was in San Antonio, Houston, or Austin, because

they couldn't find good, well-paying jobs. Well, right

now, we have a great opportunity. SpaceX has the

opportunity to give these students that could potentially

leave our area amazing jobs. We a lot of times experience

what we call brain drain, because we lose some of our

brightest students, many of which are in the room, and we

lose them to other cities for this very same reason. And

you've heard it from them. I don't have to repeat it.

But it's not only aerospace jobs. If SpaceX comes, it's

going to create a ripple effect. It's going to create

positive outcomes for retail, for restaurants, for

tourism, all these dollars that will be infused into our

economy, into our committee. And it's going to create 600

direct jobs, 400 indirect jobs. And just to point out

something. SpaceX, their minimum wage is $55,000. I

don't know 1f you-all know it, but our Cameron County wage

is $28,000, but just to give you an idea of the wonderful
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Development Council. Having grown up going out to Boca

Chica Beach, and now, being a life-long avid angler of

that area, I can say with confidence that the temporary

closure is a small sacrifice to pay for the opportunity of
changing the image of our city. This is an opportunity,
but most importantly, this is a great Economic Development

project. It's a great Economic Development tool, not just

for Brownsville. It's for Cameron County and it's for the

State of Texas. I love you too. We're in a position to
write a new chapter in the history of commercial space
flight for the United States of America. Thank you.

SPEAKER 45: I'm Ricardo Barrera. I'm an

attorney from Harlingen, Texas. And I had the very
humbling opportunity to start a social media page that has
over 1,100 supporters for SpaceX coming to Cameron County
and I'm here to talk a little bit about their views.

Because we have a fantastic cross-section of individuals

that have put forth views and they should be known. First
of all, this space complex will be coming forward, or
possibly could come forward, and is a fantastic
opportunity. That does not to be repeated or said, as far

as I'm concerned. Let me just tell you about my analysis

of the EIS and the information I saw. I believe that it

will pass. I believe that the license will be issued and

I believe that it will be inevitable. Because SpaceX is
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actually putting out less pollution in this launch

facility —-- or this launch facility than many commercial

airports. And when people don't come forward to voice

opposition to, for example, the airports that exist in the

Valley, one comes to believe that there may be a problem

with progress, there may be a problem with understanding

technology, coming forward. The fact is, SpaceX is going

to improve the environment in more than one way, because

in the future, this company is on the cutting edge of

coming up with solutions that are going to actually handle

major environmental problems across this planet. This is

my opinion. You want it right. You want to study it.

You should know that when individuals come ocut of the

woodwork and all that, their viewpoints should be

respected and known. I happen to have 1,100 people that I

know of that support this project, that are educated and

are bringing forth information about this, and they should

be heard. And I am nothing more than a humble voice to

give you that information. Thank you very much.

SPEAKER 46: Good evening, everyone. My

name is Jessica Tetro and I am honored to be a Brownsville

City Commissioner for District 2. And I came here

tonight. I was very —-- you know, what could I say? All

of you have already come up here to voice your support.
There's not much that I can say,

you know, to add to that,
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other than to let you know that I was fortunate enough to

-— to go see the last launch on March the 1st in Cape

Canaveral, Florida. And so it was -- you know, I was full

of anxiety. I didn't know what I was going to see when I

got there. You know, all this stress once you got there.

So sure enough, I got there, and our hotel was completely

booked, all the hotels all around were completely booked.

And so the morning of the launch, I woke up, and sure

enough, it was about 4:00 in the morning, so I go to

Kennedy Space Center. And I already see all of the

families with their ice chests, and their blankets, and,

you know, already in line at 5:00, 6:00 in the morning.

So I thought, well, maybe they just want a good seat. No .

So other than the launch being one of the most beautiful,
what

compelling things I've ever, ever seen in my life,

struck me the most, I guess what I was there for, was just

to see not only the economic stimulation of all of the
families that were staying there, but the busloads and
busloads of children that were able to experience that,
and just the thousands and thousands and thousands of

people that were on the beach, and just all over waiting
to get a glimpse of this one Falcon rocket. And so with
all of my heart, I left that Florida State thinking I

really, really want this for Texas. And so I just —-- more

than anything, I want to thank you all for your support.
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I want to thank the SpaceX family for all of the work that

you—-all have done, and your faith in us, and for just even

giving us the opportunity, because it means so much to not

only us leaders, but our citizens, and for our children,

and for every, every ounce of effort that you've put into

this project with us. We're just so grateful. Yes. And
so the SpaceX family, and the brilliant Mr. Eli Musk,
thank you all, and thank you all for coming. And -- oh,

hold on. Hold on. Very important. This is my son

Andrew. "I support SpaceX in Brownsville.

SPEAKER 47: Good evening. My name is

Isabel Rosales. I'm the District Director for State

Representative, Rene Oliveira. Representative Oliveira

is in Austin for the current legislative session, and
regrettably, isn't able to attend this public hearing.
Representative Oliveira authored House Bill 2623, which is
being considered in the Senate Administrative Committee.
The bill unanimously passed the House Land and Resource
Committee and the full Texas House. House Bill 2623
authorizes the County to close Boca Chica Beach for space
launches with approval of the General Land Office. It
also ensures that people will have access to the beach on
weekends and holidays between Memorial Day and Labor Day.

Representative Oliveira has been a strong proponent of the

SpaceX project and has been working with State leaders to
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ensure that Texas is doing everything in its power to
bring new jobs and industry to Brownsville. The project
has the approval of the Governor's office, State budget
leaders, and our local representatives in the legislature.
We believe it will be a great step forward for the people

of the Rio Grande Valley, as well as the space industry in

Texas. Thank you.
SPEAKER 48: Good evening, everyone. We're
from Civil Air Patrol. This is my fellow cadets. Anthony

Clark is a cadet airman, and my fellow sergeant right

here, he's a technical sergeant, and I am technical

sergeant, as well as him. And we come here, because in a

way, we serve the community. And SpaceX is not only

important for us, but can be beneficial for us for a job

later on in the future. And not only that, but we're part

of aerospace. We fly airplanes. And who knows? Maybe

one day we'll be Air Force pilots and some day be great
leaders for America. Thank you.
SPEAKER 49: I just want to add a little
bit to that. Not only am I part of the Civil Air Patrol,

but also the local Boy Scouts of America troop here in Los

Fresnos, Texas. And every once in a while, we have
campouts near this site. Not —-- not relatively close, but
—-— but kind of near, about a mile-and-a-half away. And it

would be great to see one of these rocket launches while

National Court Reporters, Inc.

888.800.9656

P-48

P-49

Volume Il Comments on the Draft EIS

120

May 2014




Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

National Court Reporters, Inc. Natiocnal Court Reporters, Inc.
888.800.9656 888.800.9656
53 54
1 we're camping —-- while we're camping and just lying down 1 Valley Partnership, which is an establishment that's been
2 there, looking up, and we could see one launch just go up. 2 around since 1944, fully supports SpaceX in all of its
3 And that would be pretty amazing, not just for me, not 3 endeavors. So thank vyvou for giving us an opportunity to
4 just for my friends, but for the youth here that we so 4 speak and we wish you well. Thank you. P 51
5 proudly serve. Thank you. 5 SPEAKER 51: (Through the Interpreter) My )
9 SPEAKER 50: Good evening, everyone. My P_SO 9 name is Rosa Castaneda. I'm representing here my home, my
7 name is Julian Alvarez, A-L-V-A-R-E-7Z. I represent the 7 children, myself. I advise the public to support it and
8 Rio Grande Valley Partnership. I am the president of the 8 not be afraid to grow. Because that's what's going to
9 Rio Grande Valley Partnership, which is a regional Chamber 9 happen in Brownsville. It's going to be a great growth.
10 of Commerce. When we heard today that you-all were going 10 Everything in life has risks. So why not, you know,
11 to have this public hearing, I was encouraged by not only 11 encourage this project. And this is not an experiment.
12 our board, but many of the folks that we represent. The 12 They're not experimenting with Brownsville, because this
13 Rio Grande Valley Partnership is a group of folks that 13 type of project exists in other places. If you think the
14 represent the business community from the four-county 14 environment is going be adversely affected, just think
15 region. We're very heavily involved with ocur economic 15 about that the environment is affected when you build
16 development of South Texas and we're very engaged in a lot 16 homes and roads. And nobody says anything about it.
17 of the things that are taking place. First of all, I 17 Sometimes animals are smarter than that and know where to
18 would like to thank the mayor and all the leadership of 18 run so they don't die. The beach is not attended
19 Brownsville, the Brownsville alliances, and all the other 19 frequently and it doesn't have a future, a real future.
20 members that have been heavily involved in attracting 20 Maybe with this project, it will grow. The future of
21 SpaceX to South Texas. Again, I have presented as a 21 Brownsville is in our hands. We can't let it go. Let's
22 recommendation and with the help of Commissioner 22 remember, SpaceX, it doesn't need Brownsville.
23 Benavidez's office and those who represent the county to 23 Brownsville needs SpaceX. Thank vou. P_52
24 write up a resolution. And just so that everywhere here 24 SPEAKER 52: Good evening. My name 1is
25 knows and so that we can be on the record, the Rio Grande 25 Frank Estrada and I'm a senior at the Brownsville Early
National Court Reporters, Inc. National Court Reporters, Inc.
888.800.9656 888.800.9656

Volume Il Comments on the Draft EIS 121 May 2014



Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

National Court Reporters, Inc.

888.800.9656
55

1 College High School. I came here to voice my opinion on

2 the SpaceX intended launching pad site. The truth is, the

3 SpaceX project will only help this city grow and prosper.

4 The City of Brownsville has a growing number of high
5 school and college graduates that have specialized in
9 science, technology, engineering, and mathematical fields,

7 or STEM. But the problem is, there are no jobs that can

8 provide the adequate salary for the amount of education
9 these students have invested in their future, and so we

10 basically force some of our brightest minds to leave our
11 city in search of a better job for their future. As a
12 student pursuing the field of aerospace engineering, it
13 would be a dream to have the opportunity to come back
14 after I earn my degree and work in my hometown with

15 SpaceX. Why not allow one of the nations premier space

16 and aercnautical exploration facilities around the nation

17 -- they are, if not -- the best at what they do -- come to

18 our city and allow us to grow with them. I strongly

19 believe that the completion of this project will provide

20 the spark that will ignite an era of unprecedented success
21 and prosperity to the city's economy and lifestyle. Thank
22 vou.

23 SPEAKER 53: Hello. My name is Laura

24 Vallesteros. That is V-A-L-L-E-S-T-E-R-0-S5. I am a

25 student at Brownsville Early College High School, and God
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willing, next year, I will graduate high school with more

than 30 credits and attend college, most likely out of the

city. My hopes for the future is to one day be able to

come back and be able to gain a secure job, not out in the

big city, but be able to come back to my city and my roots
to where all my heritage is at. 80 percent of the
students that leave to attend college usually graduate and
attend at another city to look for a job because they know
there's no promise here back at home. They are
offering -- SpaceX is offering and promising opportunities
and it's something we can't let go. Wouldn't it be great
that even if one had to attend college in another city,
one could come back to their hometown and know there is
someone waiting back for them with an opportunity to grow.
If we welcome revolutionary programs such as SpaceX into
our hometown, we can experience a variety of benefits from
them. Among this is the benefit of a flow of incredible
new Jjobs. This means our college graduate can come back
home knowing Brownsville is ready to receive them. Not
only would STEM careers be able to be pursued here, but a
variety of other jobs would be available. SpaceX would
cause great impact on our city. This impact is the kind
of opportunity Brownsville has been in need of and waiting
for. We can see the way our city is heading and

revitalization of our city is needed. It's evidenced in
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1 our downtown area and other suburban areas of our city. 1 biclogy major in environmental science and studies, I am
2 We need such things as SpaceX to come and provide economic 2 for the project, but SpaceX, I know they can do a lot more
3 growth and development to our city. It's proven in the 3 for mitigation. Let's not do the minimum. Let's do a lot
4 reputation, because our city should be known for more than 4 more for the protection of our wildlife. Also, nature
5 what it is already, because many of the peocple in 5 tourism in the Rio Grande Valley or delta brings a lot of
9 Brownsville strive to become better and improve their way 9 dollars, fills up hotels, gas stations, and everything
7 of life, improving it for our young ones. If a company 7 else that they mentioned that a launch would do. Again,
8 of such caliber as SpaceX was established in our city, we 8 since I'm a science major, space exploration and
9 could see a generation of engineers, technicians, 9 development is also science, so we have to balance things
10 scientists, businessmen and women, and even astronauts 10 out . But my main concern, again, is to further enhance
11 rising among the younger generations of Brownsville. 11 and increase the mitigation that is listed in the
12 Little children would have the greatest inspiration right 12 environmental impact statement. We can further increase
13 in their backyards, because engineering is not only about 13 environmental awareness of our species. And it's listed
14 being out in a big city or in another place where -- when 14 that its employees will be trained to identify ocelots and
15 we can bring it back home and be able to make this city 15 other endangered species and other species. I hope SpaceX
16 grow and reach its full potential as a city. That's why 16 and the FAA consider that and make a stronger mitigation
17 me and my fellow classmates welcome SpaceX. 17 section on this environmental impact statement. And why
18 SPEAKER 54: Hello. My name is Edgar P-54 18 not? Maybe we can just change the name to an ocelot and
19 Tijerina, T-I-J-E-R-I-N-A. I'm a biology and 19 the ocelot heavy. Thank you.
20 environmental student. If I cite the program here, it 20 SPEAKER 55: Hello. My name is Patrick P-55
21 says that the FAA prepared a biological assessment and has 21 Dubourdieu, D-U-B-0O-U-R-D-I-E-U. First of all, I support
22 determined that the proposed action may affect, and is 22 SpaceX. I think it would be very cool to look outside and
23 likely to adversely affect, at least several species. But 23 see a rocket going into space. Well, I've been to
24 my main concern is the ocelot. There's a lot of 24 football games and Nascar races, but I've never seen a
25 nonprofits that strive to protect the ocelot. And as a 25 rocket ship, and I would really like to, and I think it
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would be very cool and very awesome for me and my family

to be ocutside looking. Well, thank you.

SPEAKER 56: Good evening. My name 1is

Philitte Dubourdieu and I attend Brownsville Early College

High School. My name is P-H-I-L-I-T-T-E

D-U-B-0-U-R-D-I-E-U. And I am a true lover of Texas. I

love my home with all my heart. And I truly believe don't

mess with Texas. If my -- if one of my younger brothers

dares throw a gum wrapper on the floor, I will chase him

down and tackle him down until he picks it up and throws

it in the proper place. I have heard of the environmental

dangers of SpaceX coming to Brownsville, but I can see the

greater good in that in bringing Jjobs, not just in the

engineering field, but also in the construction

beforehand. Basics -- okay. Excuse me. I have seen a

lot of Mexican -- Mexican/Hispanics come up for safety
most of them small business

reasons up to the Valley,

owners. However, all of them go up to -- most of them go

up to upper Valley cities like McAllen and open small
businesses there and create jobs there. It would be --
SpaceX being here would attract those small business
owners and that would also create jobs here in
Brownsville.

Thank you very much. Have a good night.

SPEAKER 57: 51. Good evening, everyone.

My name is Mauricio Osecona. That is M-A-U-R-I-C-I-0
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O0-S-E-C-0O-N-A. As a high school student who is about to

go to college, I find programs like SpaceX inspiring.

Programs like this encourage students to continue studying
science and engineering by promoting job opportunities.
Thank vyou.

SPEAKER 58: Hello. My name is Gerardo

Martinez, G-E-R-A-R-D-0. I was born and raised in

Brownsville, Texas. I grew up in the southmost area. I

still live in the southmost area. I went to public

schools in that area. I attended Porter High School. I

participated in the STEM program, which is a program

sponsored by NASA. I was inspired by that experience to

apply and get accepted to MIT. I attended MIT and

graduated with an electrical engineering and computer

science degree. I came back because I wanted to help my

community. I have been lucky encugh to work on both sides

of the border at Matamoros. I was there for twelve years.

I currently now am with a great company here in

Brownsville. And I support SpaceX coming here for -- for

all those reasons. As a student who was inspired, I think

it will have a great impact. As a professional who has

worked on both sides of the Border, I know the gquality of

engineering folks that are in this area. As a recruiter,

current recruiter for MIT, every year, I get to interview

the best students in the Valley, and I see the guality has
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been increasing every year. And as a member of the

community, and a person wo cares for the community, I

strongly support SpaceX coming here. I think they would

be pleasantly surprised, not only by our natural resocurces

which caught their eye, but also by our human resources.

Thank vyou.

SPEAKER 59: Good evening. I'm William

Wade, W-I-L-L-I-A-M W-A-D-E. And I'm here to say that I

sincerely support SpaceX. I think they're going to bring

tremendous opportunity to this area. And I've been

inveolved many years ago in manufacturing. If our schools

and everybody works together, I know that if we have the

facilities here, just for economic reasons alone, SpaceX

will purchase things that they need right here in
Brownsville because it's cheaper just economically for

them. And we —-- for the environment, I've heard some

things about loss of habitat for wildlife. I think that's

an opportunity. I want everybody to think positively

about the opportunities that we have here. We have

opportunities for additional training in schools, for

protection of the environment. Technical -- if we have

enough technology here, in fact, if we support it, SpaceX

is going to take it all right here. So this opportunity

is in our hands. We can make it happen. I support SpaceX

and I want them to come here with all my heart, not only
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for my own personal interests, but for the benefit of
Brownsville and all the people that live here. Thank you.

SPEAKER 60: Hello. My name is Eseqguiel
"Zeke" Silva, E-S-E-Q-U-I-E-L S-I-L-V-A. I'm here on
behalf of myself, obviously, and my two children, my boys
that are here, as well. And I want to welcome SpaceX. I

humbly thank them for choosing Brownsville, Texas as their

site. Also, I want to thank Jason Hill and Gilbert

Salinas from the BEDC and their staff for working hard to

bringing this project, and hopefully, God willing, it

becomes a reality real soon. I also want to say the fact

that I'm also an owner of a trucking company here, born

and raised here in Brownsville. Growing up -- my dad is

also born and raised here in Brownsville and he worked all

his adult life in the shrimp basin. And at the time, the

shrimp basin -- the shrimping industry was a big force in

our economy. And Union Carbide, as well. I remember

growing up hearing all these controversial conversations

of Union Carbide coming, and then I heard when it left, a

lot of people complaining that it left. So you're always

going to have people that don't know the future. And

because we don't know, we're scared, and because we're

scared, we doubt, and when we doubt, it's because we don't

educate ourselves as to what it is that we're bringing
into this community.

In my heart, I know that SpaceX is
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not only going to bring a future for our children and my
children and many children to come, but also as adults,
existing adults right now, the ones that are providing for
our children, the ones that are creating jobs, the ones
that are trying to better our community. As an owner of a
trucking company, every time an engine is built, a new
engine, and we add new technology, new sensors, new fuel,
everything is new, so you kind of freak out when you don't
know the outcome of what's going to happen. But I'm more
than sure that SpaceX wouldn't come down here if it was
unsafe.

And I know that they wouldn't build an engine to

be on the road if it wasn't unsafe. The thing is, I need

to adapt to new technology. But I also know that when we
adapt, we learn, we educate. SpaceX is not only going to
educate our children, but it's also going to bring a

dream, a dream that most people in their lifetimes aren't
going to be able to see. I want to be able to live that
dream. I become a child when I see and I hear that these

people want to come. Why? Because it's a dream of a

child. Every child wants to dream about space. Everybody

likes to lay down at night and tee the stars when the
stars are out. What we don't see is actually people going
up . Now, what they're going to bring is the future. And
I want to welcome SpaceX. I want to thank everybody here

that's supporting SpaceX. Why? Because you guys are
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really bringing in something that is going to bring
generations to come, not only wealth, but dreams. And
dreams bring other dreams. So thank you, SpaceX. I
welcome you.

SPEAKER 61: I think I was the first one
here and I think I'm the last one to speak just about. My
name is Rob Nixon. I'm with the Surfrider Foundation,
South Texas Chapter. We're a nonprofit environmental and
beach access group based in South Padre Island. Our major
concern is the safety and health of our beaches and public
access. We're naturally very skeptical about development
on the beaches and what's actually going on. We try to
promote sustainable development as much as possible. And
we have been under pressure by some members toc oppose the
project. We have stayed neutral and we wanted to stay
neutral to get all the facts. So at this point, you kind
of consider everything. So we did have some concerns.

And the first thing I did want to bring up was I'd like to
thank Steve Davis for taking the time to meet with me and
to talk to me on Saturday —-- I assume it to be his day
off. Maybe he works seven days a week -- and address our
concerns point by point, something that we really cherish
and we really applaud them for doing. Some of the stuff
that we thought was missing from the EIS and we would like

to see addressed in the final draft was fuel storage and
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exactly how it was going to be stored, what it was going
to be stored in, what the processes were. I persocnally
have a lot of experience with corrosion abatement and
prevention on South Padre Island. And come to find out
that a lot of processes and steel treatment and products
they use for protection against corrosion may be effective
in other Coastal areas, including Florida, but here,
because of the high salinity in the Laguna Madre and South
Bay, a lot of these products have a small fraction of the
advertised life. I found cut that the tanks that they're
planning to use are stainless still, which is great. It's
the best thing we've found around here for resisting
corrosion. And we're happy to hear that. We would like
to see that actually mentioned in the EIS just so it's
out there. The second concern, of course, is public beach
access. I think we're really one of the only
organizations to testify at the HB 2623 hearing that Mr --
Representative Oliveira sponsored. We understand and we
accept the fact that beaches have been to be closed for
safety issues. It's common to have them closed down for
high tides here, for rip currents, for swimmer safety, and
no doubt, any other facility that has volatile fuels, it
is alsoc a safety concern, and we accept the beach
closures. Our final concern was tropical cyclones and the

location that SpaceX is actually going to be located in.
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Tidal, flat, and wetland area, and surrounded by two
natural washovers, and in the event of a tidal surge,
we're concerned with the storage facilities and the fuel
and possible contamination and breach of the concrete
bowls that contain any leakage. It turns out that there
are procedures that they have for this as far as fuel
removal goes, and we'd like that also included in the EIS.
Thank you very much. And thank you SpaceX for coming out
and giving us this information.

SPEAKER 62: Good evening. I'm Nick
Serafy, S-E-R-A-F-Y, Chairman of the Cameron County Space
Port Develcpment Corporation and also a member of the
Board of the Brownsville Economic Development Corporation.
And likewise, I'm a life-long resident of Brownsville and
I'm excited about the potential that SpaceX brings to
Brownsville and the region. I'm here today to express my
strong support for this project. Cameron County Space
Port Development Corporation unanimously passed a
resolution today of support which will be entered into the
record. Additionally, prior to these positions, I served
several years as Chairman of Governor Perry's Texas
Economic Development Corporation and was involved in
projects like bringing Toyota to San Antonio, Caterpillar
to Waco and to Seguin, expansion of Rack Space, expansion

of Samsung. All of those were great projects for Texas.
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I have not —-- through all of those experiences, I've never

seen anything like SpaceX. It's a great project for Texas
and it's a great project for Brownsville and I strongly
support it. Thank vyou.

SPEAKER 63: Good evening. My name 1is

Fernando Ruiz. I am an advocate of good government. I
have seen in the past years the arrogance and the

disrespect politicians in all levels of government, from
state representatives to senators to governors to mayors
to county judges and commissioners. It is a shame that
you're here after the fact. Nancy Gardner wrote a boock by
the name of Bossism in South Texas. It continues to be
so. The politicians after you get them elected, they
don't even want to know anything about you. They don't
give you the time of day. They'll give you three minutes
at a public forum and they're waiting for you just to shut
up and get the hell out of there. But they listen to all
these people that are coming from California. Have you

ever questioned why SpaceX is leaving California? Find

out. There has to be a reason. I'm not for or against
it, because as a political advocate, I place this in vyour
hands. I want to inform you that this is political

mal feasance and political corruption at its best. We have

county employees and county commissioners that have
already been --

and I promise it's true —-- they've already
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been to Cape Canaveral. It costs money to go to Cape

Canaveral. Our these politicians being bought by SpaceX?

We have Mr. Salinas giving money from 4B, I guess, or fro

47 to SpaceX. I went on to the Internet and they have

given them millions of dollars. But what gets me the mos

is they have not taken you into consideration at first.

You have to ask the constituency, what do they want to do

not what the politicians and the SpaceX personnel and all
these young people that they bring with these tee shirts.
They're supposed to inform the public and let them know
what they want to do and then place the item on

referendum, so that we, the government, we are the

government, we the people, can vote on it. They have

already made arrangements. They have already passed it 1

the House. And you're here at the tail of a dog. This 1

when they tend to you, i1f they want to, because they have

to now. But you need to sharpen your pencils and your

minds and get on the ball, because there's a lot of thing

going on that you need to know. And I'm very —-- it gives
me great pleasure that this place was full. I wish I
would see this all the time. But do vyou know what?
People don't care anymore, because they lie to them. Thi

is what I allege of the politicians. They're completely

out of line. Good luck.

SPEAKER 64: My name 1s Denise Saenz
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Blanchard, D-E-N-I-S-E S-A-E-N-7Z B-L-A-N-C-H-A-R-D. I'm
coming to speak -- I was not intending to speak, but I
couldn't hold back any further. I'm coming to you as a
citizen and I'm imploring upon our Federal agencies to do
everything possible to overcome and mitigate, through
mitigation, some of the effects that could prohibit having
a space port in South Texas. Why is this important? I
had the distinct opportunity back in 1994 to work on the X
33 project. It was a project that was funded by NASA at
around $200,000, almost $300,000, and Lockheed Martin.
And it was at that time that I realized how important
trying to build the next reusable launch vehicle was.
Because basically, this is a national issue. Tonight,
we've heard a lot about how it's going to affect
Brownsville and our students and that's wonderful. But I
want -- and I want our agencies to realize that this is
not only a local and a State issue, but it really is a
national issue. Because the United States of America used
to be the leaders in space exploration and we lost that
edge. Why? Because it became too costly to launch. And
it was our Federal Government that was doing all the
launches for satellites, along with Federal missions, the
national missions. And they knew that the space —-- that
the Challengers and our shuttles only had a 1life span. As

yvou know, we just retired the Challenger. And during that
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time, during Nixon, they were supposed to have been
building the next reusable launch vehicle, so that we
could eventually reduce the amount of pay —-- the price per

payload. Because it costs about $10,000 per pound per
payload for the U.S. Government to take Motorola
satellites up and so forth. So anyway, what I'm saying 1is
that this has been a national issue. And at that time,
when they were looking for the next space port site, I was
reminded of the Orville Wright brothers when they first
were flying off in airplanes and they had this tin can and
people thought they were crazy, look how we fly today,

The future is

Larry. Look how we fly with airports.

going to be space ports. And when we perfect these
reusable launch vehicles. We will then need the space

ports. And why is it important for our area? We already
now California has launch sites, Florida has launch sites,
but when you have incremental bad weather, you need to
have alternative sites. And Texas, Brownsville, Texas, 1is
closer to the equator, which reduces the cost of the
payload. There's no better site for any launch vehicle
company to come other than Brownsville, Texas. And I ask
and implore all of our Federal agencies to work hard
together to mitigate those elements that may prohibit a
launch site in Brownsville, Texas. We have the best place

and the best site. Thank vyou.
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P-65
1 SPEAKER 65: Hello, everybody. I'm 1 badges that have to do with aeronautics, technology, and
2 Alejandro Castro, A-L-E-J-A-N-D-R-0O C-A-S-T-R-0O. I'm the 2 space. And I believe it 1s good for SpaceX to be coming
3 Senior Patrol Leader for Boy Scouts of America Troop 6 3 to Brownsville, not just for the youth, but also for
4 located here in Brownsville, Texas. And recently, our 4 Brownsville itself, because I was born and raised here for
5 troop has received a lot of the younger scouts, basically, 5 16 years and I love this city, and with this, it will
9 our younger generation, right? And they all range from 9 bring a bright future for Brownsville, Texas.
7 the ages of 11 to 13. And right now, I'm for the project, 7 SPEAKER 66: Good evening. My name is P-66
8 because with this, our younger generation can experience 8 Larry Brown. I serve the citizens of this community as
9 something of a lifetime. It's local. It's practically in 9 the Director of Aviation at the Brownsville/South Padre
10 our backyard. And basically, they can go see a launch. 10 Island International Airport. On a clear day with the
11 And of course, every kid dreams about seeing something go 11 Texas clear sky, you can stand in the controcl tower at the
12 up in space. Over this past summer, me and a group of 12 Brownsville airport and you can see the condominiums on
13 boys, the older Scouts, we took a trip to Puerto Rico to 13 South Padre Island. We trust that in the future, you will
14 go see the Arecibo telescope. And I'm telling you guys, 14 be able to look a little bit socuth of that from the air
15 they enjoyed the experience. It was an experience of a 15 traffic control tower and see the tip of a rocket posed on
16 lifetime. And now with the launch site being local, we 16 the launch to launch a payload from Brownsville to Mars.
17 won't have to spend money or travel anywhere past our city 17 The community here in the Brownsville area are a community
18 limits. Again, it's going to be right there on Boca Chica 18 of firsts. Charles Lindbergh flew the first international
19 Beach. It's local. It's close. It would be better for 19 airmail all the way from Mexico City through Brownsville
20 us. Plus, of course, this will educate our new generation 20 to New York City. Amelia Earhart borrowed the airport
21 of Scouts, not just coming into my troop, but Scouts all 21 manager's plane and got her prive pilot's license here.
22 over the Valley. Because I noticed there's a big 22 We also trust that we will be one of the first places that
23 difference in the last few years. Scouts have been taking 23 vou will be able to see that first payload going to Mars,
24 a bigger interest in aeronautics, technology, and space 24 potentially, with people in it. We also noted that in
25 itself. And our course, in the Scouts we do have merit 25 Chapter 11, Appendix 2, of the EIS draft, there is no
National Court Reporters, Inc. National Court Reporters, Inc.
888.800.9656 888.800.9656
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mention of any negative impact on the approaches to
Brownsville —-- that's the Brownsville airport -- and we
are pleased about that. We also welcome the people that
will come to our airport and our community to assist
SpaceX in their efforts. We believe that the air traffic
control tower at Brownsville will be an important,
integral part of the safety management system for SpaceX,
particularly with regard to Class D and E air space. We
will be looking over the TFRs as appropriate to SpaceX
launches and we welcome the opportunity to do so,
especially since you will be able to see the rocket on the
launch pad from the air traffic control tower. What we
simply ask is that you consider flying Brownsville, as
well as launching Brownsville. Thank you.

SPEAKER 67: My name is Brad Burkes,
B-U-R-K-E-S. I'm the pastor at Embassy of the Spirit
Bilingual Church, and alsoc Faith Church, and also the

chaplain for the city government here in Brownsville.

Many of us have been praying for the economy of our —-- not
only our nation, but especially, Brownsville. We see an
opportunity here. Some people, if you hand them a bucket

full of gold, they'll complain that the bucket isn't shiny
enough . You can find problems with anything you're
looking for a problem in. But let's thank God for the

opportunities and pray that any problems will be
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mitigated. SpaceX, we welcome you, we
we welcome and pray for you, as well.

done in Brownsville, Texas. Thank you.

(This concludes the public statement

portion of the public hearing.)

pray for you. FAR,

May God's will be

National Court Reporters,
888.800.9656

Inc.
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Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Linda Jauregui <lindaaj25@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 6:29 PM
To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

To whom it may concern, | am Yessica Aguilar from Brownsville's Homer Hanna High school. i would like to
give my opinion on the probability of having the new space centerhere in Brownville. i deeply agree in giving
Brownsville the priviledge of obtaining this new project since it would become a new tourist benefit fot the
city and allow more employement for the residents of Brownsville.

Thank youfor your time,

Yessica Aguilar
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% Brownsville Economic
Development Council
www.BEDC.com

May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider this lefter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas.
Growing up in this city, and watching it grow over the past few years. | know that we are ready to support
such a grand project such as SpaceX. This would be the beneficial both. We are in the best ocation, and
Brownsville will benefit immensely by the SpaceX program. At the moment Brownsville is considered the
number one city in poverty in the US. Having the SpaceX program here would allow Bronwsvillians to
obtain employment that would total up to $1 Million in annual payroll. This will also allow us to
accommodate visitors coming to watch the launches on monthly basis. Our city is small compared to
others. We are filled with cultures and festivities that not many individuals know. Being thatwe are ina
great location. We are seconds away from Mexico, minutes away from a beautiful island and beaches. We
also have great shopping areas. Brownsville has been waiting for a opportunity like this. And we have
never been so ready like we are now. | am sure that | am not alone in saying that we are honored to be a
candidate in this major decision. | am sure that you will make the right decision in choosing Brownsville for
the SpaceX project.

Sincerely,

Juan Alvarez

24/7 Customer Service Representative
1723 Carthage Ct. Brownsville, TX 78520
956-372-0616

Alvarez3573@gmail.com

. CompetitiveRzeady
BEDC, contracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Blvd. Suite £1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 78520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Tiffany Araujo <tiffy_10_@live.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 7:18 PM
To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Cc: aeortiz@bisd.us

Subject: Space X

Greetings,

My name is Tiffany Araujo. | am currently a student at Hanna High School in Brownsville, TX. My purpose of
writing to youis in reference to building the Launch Pad here in our hometown. In my opinion, | would say it is
a great idea because this will give more jobs to people. Due to Brownsville being known for nothing much but
the Gladys Porter Zoo, it will at least have more tourists and visitors motivated to come to Brownsville. The
future generations will have something to look forward to when they're older. They can expand their
knowledge on Astronomy. Mostly, since | am currently taking an Astronomy class, it will serve as a chance for
Astronomy club members to take field trips to this place. So, | would agree on the authorities to give you
permission on constructing this Launch Pad here in Brownsville, TX. Thank You.

Sincerely,

Tiffany Araujo
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P-71

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses andfor experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial faunches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filing out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

2] Submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
@® Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed.

[J Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.

[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by faw.

[ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name;

Ao Date: 5/7//3

Organization/Affiliation:

address: 7O =3 Conthi n&h*"a/ Dr.
Ciy, State, Zip Code: “Rerorumevi e , X, 78520

Public Hearing Comment Form

P-71
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement
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Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.
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Johnson, Jaclyn M. Johnson, Jaclyn M.
From: Aldo Benavides <Aldo.Benavides108@utb.edu> From: Gabi Benson <gabiclaretbenson@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 21,2013 11.07 AM Sent: Friday, May 24, 2013 12:30 AM
To: aeortiz@bisd.us; Johnson, Jaclyn M. To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.; aeortiz@bisd.us
Subject: Space X

Hello, my name is Aldo Benavides. | attend Hanna High School. I'd like to let you guys know that | am fully behind you

guys building Space X in Boca Chica Beach here in beautiful Brownsville, Texas. Hello, I am Gabrielle Benson from Homer Hanna High School. I support the building of the Space X launch pad
on Boca Chica Beach. The launch pad would publicize Brownsville as well as attract people when something
would be launched. Bringing economic wealth and job opportunities are also crucial reasons of why I support

this proposal.

Thank you, Gabrielle Benson
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement
PORTAGE PLASTICS
CORPORATION The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located In Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.
May 6, 2013 The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arive at the best possible Informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:
Stacey Zee
FAA Environmental Protection Specialist @ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
SpaceX Els, ¢/o Cardno TEC Inc. @ Submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21409 @ Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to:  Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
RE:  SpaceX Project for Brownsville, TX Federal Aviation Administration
Dear Ms. Zee, SpaceX EIS
cfo Cardno TEC Inc.
| am writing to express my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation to build a 275 West Street—Suite 110
vertical faunch site and faunch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, TX. Annapolis, MD 21401
There are many outstanding benefits for the Brownsville community and for the State of Texas. Plea.se Not‘e: Written comments becgme part of the administrative recgrd associated with this Propost?d Acltion,
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
1 base these comments on the fact that the SpaceX project would add 600 direct jobs, with wages honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
exceeding $55,000 per job. This sum would total $51 million in annual payroll. Additionally, there the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
would be 400 indirect, induced jobs, totaling $71 milfion in annual payroll. The majority of this businesses may be disclosed
I t Id be f the B il ion. . P
employment woulct be from fhe Brownsviie region ] Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
In addition, space launches would, in fact, attract thousands of visitors each year, adding supplemental O Please W!tthId my name from public 51'59'05”79 to the extent allowable by law.
job opportunities and needed income support for this important development region. O Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
Sincerely, |
/@ / Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.
David S. Bernard
President PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY /
Name: \Rec, (/\AJ«VQOI 4 32/0/\'# »@wa Date: S /7 (%
Organizaiion/Af%liation: Gy v S
3000 Boeck Road » P.O. Box 640 e Portage, Wi 53901-0640 Address: ¢S M_Q s B
1900 Bily Migholl At Bufing G, Suts B, Brcumevile, TX 78521 i i o lle TR S 2
N ono 056.504-6102 + Fax 056-504-6104 City, State, Zip Code: ARswns v . \ 18 {
Website: www.portageplastics.com e Email: thermoform@portageplastics.com
Public Hearing Comment Form
1
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

May 7, 2013

Ms. Stacey M. Zee

FAA Environmental Specialist
Space X EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC, Inc.
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Ms. Zee:

This letter is submitted in response to the May 7, 2013, Public Hearing on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the potential environmental impacts that may
result from the FAA/AST proposal to issue launch licenses and/or experimental permits to Space
Exploration Technologies Corporation (Space X). Iam pleased to submit this letter in support of
Space X’s proposal to launch from a site in Cameron County, Texas.

Locating the proposed launch facility on the Boca Chica Beach site off of Highway 4 would be
an ideal location because of its close proximity to the Gulf of Mexico and because the land that
Space X will need remains undeveloped today. I am confident that Space X will conduct its
operations in a mutually beneficial and cooperative manner with respect to the environment,
local residents, beachgoers, and the community as a whole. Just as they have in other areas,
Space X’s experience operating complex launches in and around wildlife refiges and other
environmentally protected areas can lead to an eco-friendly facility for wildlife and natural
habitat.

The proposed project will be an asset to the entire South Texas region. It will inspire our local
school children to reach for the stars and focus more than ever on critical science, technology,
engineering and math studies. It could also create opportunities for programs and degrees as well
as research facilities at our local institutions of higher learning here in the Rio Grande Valley.
The Space X project will create high-paying job opportunities for local residents and stimulate
other indirect jobs. In addition, the tourism potential a project of this magnitude can bring to the
region is immeasurable.

I am in full support of the project and am delighted that this commercial company is strongly
considering Cameron County.

Sincerest regards,

NG

Blanca C. Betancourt

Than}( you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Jorge Blanco <jorge_blanco_07@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 14, 2013 7:51 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.; aeortiz@bisd.us

Hello,

I am a senior t at Hanna High School and | am writing to tell you that | support the building of SpaceX in
Brownsville because it’ll boost up the economy and it’ll open up jobs to those who need them the most.
Thank You,
Jorge Blanco

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Faicon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private Jaunch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses andfor experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastem end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up fo 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

@® Submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
¢fo Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withhetd from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. if you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses be disclosed.
Please add my name to the maifing list for future updates.

[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CIAEARLY Al IBLY
Name: é)a‘ﬁ\(a ’2@.% Wﬁ Date: 5‘/40” *-%
Organization/Affiliation: L.:F‘ A SLD ~ L\ bw _h\/) WVLOYI\M M.S

Address: D 0 %())( %Dq
City, State, Zip Code: LOS P(ZS nOS 2 wD( WS & ‘0

Public Hearing Comment Form
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Brownsville Economic
Development Council
www.BEDC.com

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

For Brownsville to have the following added to our resume would be outstanding:

Would be first private launch site in the world

600 direct jobs

Wages exceeding $55,000 per job

$51 million in annual payroll

400 additional indirect, induced jobs

Total of $71 million in annual payroll

Majority of employment from the region

Create new skill set for agrospace, aviation

12 launches per year
o 10launches of the Falcon 9
o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy

*  Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per
monthly faunch

«  $1 million economic impact per faunch for area

o Each launch attracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and
scientists, stay for 30 days

«  Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to
do business with SpaceX

o Nowetlands in immediate area

»  Cape Canaveral sits in middle of wetiands and have

successfully launched for decades

Sincerely,

NAMERNACEL> Beoun

TITLE TAsutance servicing Agent
ADDRESS3776 Bow diesn B A
PHONE NUMBER 10 ~4%4-4133

E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable)

BEDC, contracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Bivd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)

Brownsvills, Texas 78520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com

SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turtles and
piping plovers at Cape Canaveral

Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville ISD
Opportunities for aerospace magnet program
Opportunities for partnerships with local private
schools

UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy
SpaceX's efforts

Opportunity to create aerospace pipeline of interns,
employees

TSC could cater programs for industry

Project considered a community changer

Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
County

Help attract other companies in aerospace industry, in
turm it would create a cluster

Region could become future Space City

Could potentially see visitors center

Space museum could be possibility

Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site

TITLE

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Would be first private launch site in the world
600 direct jobs

Wages exceeding $55,000 per job

$51 million in annual payroll

400 additional indirect, induced jobs

Total of $71 million in annual payroll
Majority of employment from the region

Brownsville Economic
Development Council

www.BEDC.com

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastem outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

For Brownsville to have the following added to our resume would be outstanding:

SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turtles and
piping plovers at Cape Canaveral

Falls within the STEM program of Brovmsville ISD
Opportunities for aerospace magnet program
Opportunities for partnerships with local private
schools

UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

May 7, 2013
The FAA Is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 8, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable subotbital
Stacey Zee latnch venicles from a private launch site lacated in Cameron Caunty, Texas, which would require the FAA to issus
4 launch licenses and/or experimental permits, Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a

major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical faunch area af the eastem end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up ta 12 commercial faunches per year.

‘The FAA encaurages all interested parties to pravide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS.

Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA amive at the best possible informed decision about.the proposal,
Please record your comments on this form and submit by: -

© Filing out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the pubfic hearing
® Submitting comments via email to fazspacexeis@cardnoies.corm
© Fax your camments to (410) 990-0455
© Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmentat Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
clo Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box{es) below. Please note that. contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations' and

Create new skill set for asrospace, aviation SpaceX's efforts o businesses may be disclosed. )
12 launches per year . OPP;‘”””‘W to create aeraspace pipeline of interns, I Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
o 10launches of the Falcon 9 amployees [ Please withhold my name from pubiic disclosure to the extent allowable by faw.

o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy
Launches could atiract thousands of visitors, per
monthty launch
$1 million economic impact per launch for area
Each launch attracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and
scientists, stay for 30 days

NAME  Fodo BACLN

TSC could cater programs for industry

Project considered a community changer

Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
County

Help atiract other companies in aerospace industry, in
turn it would create a cluster

[ Please withhold my address from pubiic disclosure ta the extent allowable by faw.

Piease provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the

" Final EIS.

o Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to *  Region could become future Space City
do business with SpaceX »  Could potentially see visitors center PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY *
o Nowetlands in immediate area +  Space museum could be possibility - ) s me, i o
e« Cape Canaveral sits in middle of wetlands and have «  Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation Name: _fhrpe oy b P ‘\E Date:_ 2 - 2C - 20175
successfully launched for decades - -
Y Organization/Affiiation:
! - ~ .
Sincerely, Address: 2y, Meceni Cuele
City, State, Zip Code: _ \nJong e Ly W OED

ADDRESS(L%/SO Sanden frra. e, {pacho Uigjo T0 X8 57S
PHONE NUMBER G5t~ 55 -842/ Public Hearing Comment Form

E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable) Kirast.uln @e%’(ﬁahm com )

CompetitiveRaady .
BEDC, contracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Bivd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus) o et e et 2 2 et e e R e o et e
Brownsville, Texas 78520/ (956) 541-1183 /www.BEDC.com
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

AJ L Whinfer Texen A s \ e, e QS,\\ \ i \h‘f
L({‘ < ({/ Ocree X »Tr: My f \—C,J;\,V'w(;:\: ()\)Téﬁl/\::\h ?\CP‘T‘/ -,\,\I(‘ \l\
Creoe i zz L as Ve, ey chelee =5 Ve e he .'\';’
otheer onlioye  are. euucd e cdnile, B
e C e wree X N &(k;' P _}k“\‘(/"\r /‘ufn\ et B LA
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1 O Y Q TRNTE Jrl* e g{\l'u;,ﬁ 7<\ \ & Aei

E,L Carne Y 1 e

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
idered during prep of the Final EIS.

Name: John Paul C.

Comment: This story is truly inspiring; it will not only give so many
individuals jobs but also give individuals a chance to live their
dreams here in the RGV. My name is John Paul Cantu and | am
currently attending The University of Texas-Pan American for a
Bachelors degree in Mechanical Engineering. As a young boy |
always dreamed of something truly amazing like this and now that
the Rio Grande Valley is given the opportunity we should definitely
consider it. We should not make this about Space X but more about
the community. This will benefit the RGV in so many ways, it will
give so many kids the encouragement they need to try and pursue
a degree in Engineering and many other degrees.

When they see the rocket launch into space, they will know that
“the only limit is the one you set yourself”. It's not about Space X,
iit’s about giving so many individuals the opportunity to pursue
Itheir dream here in RGV.

Date Received: 6/7/2013

P-82
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site

P-83
Name: Carlotta
Comment: So, | can help this happen and tell people about what a Johnson, Jaclyn M.
wonderful project this is!
. From: Aileen Carrizales <aileen.carrizales@hotmail.com>

Date Received: 08/03/2013, 2:06:16 PM EDT o Frcay, Moy 2 2013 1107 AV

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Cc: aeortiz@bisd.us

Subject: Launch Pad

Hello, my name is Aileen Carrizales and | am currently a Senior from Homer Hanna High School. | wanted to share my
opinion about your decision in placing a launch pad down here in Brownsville, Texas; | strongly agree for that to happen.
I think it's an extraordinary idea because that will mean that there will be more people with job opportunities down
here. It will also attract people from other cities or countries to tour around the launch pad. This will also most likely
bring the attention to students about Science and space.

Sincerely,
Aileen Carrizales
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site

v Brownsville Economic
Development Council
www.BEDC.com

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: David Castillo <davidcastillo957@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2013 10:16 AM
To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.
Subject: Support for space X May 7, 2013
Stacey Zee
Hellc;]my nTme is David Cas;illohi a'r(‘n currently a seniorbat hanna”high sclzc;ol and i will soon be going to college to study FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
mechanical engineering and i think space x coming to brownsville would be an excellent idea.
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

| believe that space x would help stimulate the economy of my town as well as advance technology as a whole. | also
Annapolis, MD 21409

think space X moving to brownsville texas would help create an amazing amount of jobs as well as attract educated
engineers to this town and help improve the town itself and not just the economy
RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

For Brownsville to have the following added to our resume would be outstanding:

*  Would be first private launch site in the world *  SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turtles and
* 600 direct jobs piping plovers at Cape Canaveral
*  Wages sxceeding $55,000 per job o Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville ISD
o 851 million in annual payroll »  Opportunities for aerospace magnet program
» 400 additional indirect, induced jobs o Opportunities for partnerships with local private
o Total of $71 million in annual payroll schools
o Majority of employment from the region o UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement
o Create new skill set for arospace, aviation SpaceX's efforts
o 12launches per year «  Opportunity to create aerospace pipeline of interns,
o 10Taunches of the Falcon 9 employees
o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy e TSG could cater programs for industry
o Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per ¢ Project considered a community changer
monthly faunch «  Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
»  $1 million economic impact per launch for area County
o Each launch attracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and e Help attract other companies in aerospace industry, in
scientists, stay for 30 days {urn it would create a cluster
o Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to *  Region could become future Space City
do business with SpaceX o Could potentially see visitors center
*  No wetlands in immediate area »  Space museum could be possibility
e  Cape Canaveral sits in middle of wetlands and have o Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation

successfully launched for decades
Sincereiy, )
NAME karing cepada
TLE Human Recoyrges Mland -
ADDRESS 2o wotnasor Place P)rc(,unwlllc TX T1eH30
PHONE NUMBER %5 (o~ A5 -4 P4,
E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable) rarinacepecia @ l’)OITTY‘u | scorr—

1 e
) ) Competitivel
BEDC, contracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Blvd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campuss)
Brownsville, Texas 78520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com

Volume Illl Comments on the Draft EIS 143 May 2014




Final Environmental Impact Statement
SpaceX Texas Launch Site

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

Public Hearing Comment Form

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

a ’FM” ppent= FNE oo .
Environmental Impact Statement ER it o —progec.

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to faunch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA fo issue
launch licenses andfor experimental permits. Issuing faunch licenses and/or experimental permits Is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
® Submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
(4] Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Speciafist
Federal Aviation Adminisiration
SpaceX EiS
cfo Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Writien comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclositre, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by faw. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and

businesses gy be disclosed.
Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
[ Please withhold my name from public disclostre to the extent allowable by law.
[ Please withhold my address from public disclostre to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the

Final EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY /-\Nl? LEGIBLY
Name: P\OS-@W\CNQA/ Levvantes LC&(\ Date: 6/120,113

Organization/Affiliation: ! L,FCISD
adiress: _ 2922 __0ld Spanish Trai |
Ciy, State, Zip Code: _Povpw NV 5 1o , Ty 18520

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

Public Hearing Comment Form
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Brownsville Economic
, & Development Council
wwaw,BEDC.com
April 30, 2013
Stacey Zee
FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21409
RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
Dear Ms. Zee,
Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...
Use some of the following talking points in your letter:
*  Would be first private launch site in the world *  SpaceX aready mitigating risks to sea turties and
* 600 direct jobs piping plovers at Cape Canaveral
o Wages exceeding $55,000 per job *  Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville ISD
e« $51 million in annual payroll ¢ Opportunities for aerospace magnet program
* 400 additional indirect, induced jobs +  Opportunities for partnerships with local private
o Total of 71 million in annual payroll schools
o Majority of employment from the region ¢ UTB's Gravitational Wave y suppl
«  Create new skill set for aerospace, aviation SpaceX's efforts
«  12launches per year o Opportunity to create aerospace pipeline of intems,
o 10launches of the Falcon 9 employees
o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy o TSC could cater programs for industry
¢ Launches could aitract thousands of visitors, per e« Project considered a community changer
monthly launch »  Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
»  $1 million economic impact per faunch for area County
e Each launch attracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and ¢ Help attract other companies in aerospace industry, in
sclentists, stay for 30 days tum it would create a cluster
o Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to *  Region could become future Space City
do business with SpaceX «  Could potentially see visitors center
¢ Nowetlands inimmediate area e Space museum could be possibility
o Cape Canaveral sits in middle of wetlands and have o Instill culture of aeraspace in upcoming generation
successfully launched for decades
Sincerely,
Migue! Chapa
Associate Vice President of Merchant Services
2216 S Oklahoma Ave
Brownsville TX, 78521
956-579-8293
Mikech81@gmail.com
. ) CompetitiveReady
BEDC, contracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Bivd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 76520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Johnson, Jaclyn M. Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Ana Chaparro <cecicp22@gmail.com> From: abigail chavez <abby_superstar_97@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2013 7:13 PM Sent: Friday, May 24, 2013 11:35 AM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M. To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Cc: aeortiz@bisd.us Cc: aeortiz@bisd.us

Subject: Ana Chaparro Subject: Launch Pad

Hi, I believe its a great idea having the SpaceX here in Brownsville. This would attract many people and Good afternoon,

therefore Brownsville economy might increase. Also, Brownsville needs new attractions that will make the I'am writing you this email to express my excitement and gratitude towards your organization! | support your plans to

people from the community more educated on things like space exploration. develop a space ex launch pad on our beach, because | believe it is going to increase tourism and put Brownsville on the
map! | know you'll love our city, and I'm anxious to see your project come to life.
Sincerely,

Abigail Chavez

Sent from my iPhone
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Brownsville Economic Johnson, Jaclyn M.
Development Council

vwww.BEDC.com From: Cuteclarissa0209@aol.com
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2013 12:31 AM
To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.
May 7,2013 Cc: aeortiz@bisd.us
Subject: Space X
Stacey Zee
FAA Environmental Protection Specialist To whom it may concern:
SpaceX EIS cfo Carf.ino TEC Inc. Hello, my name is Clarissa and I am a senior at Hanna High School.
275 West Street, Suite 110 In my opinion, I think Space X moving to the valley is a great idea. Not only would we have job opportunities.
Annapolis, MD 21409 but working with science experiments will help us gain more knowledge as to why Earth, the solarpsyslem anc;

universe work 1l.he way we do. We will also understand a new depth of unanswered questions having to do with
our pla_net we live in. Having NASA so close to us will have a great impact on Brownsville and we will be
recognized with the new technology which will lead society to expand in the life of science

Sincerely, '

Dear Ms. Zee, Clarissa

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the easter outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

For Brownsville to have the following added to our resume would be outstanding:

o Would be first private launch site in the world o SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turtles and

e 600 direct jobs piping plovers at Cape Canaveral

«  Wages exceeding $55,000 per job e Falls within the STEM program of Brovmsville ISD

o $51 million in annuat payrofl «  Opportunities for aerospace magnet program

o 400 additional indirect, induced jobs «  Opportunities for partnerships with local private

o Total of $71 millicn in annual payroll schools

o Majority of employment from the region e UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement

o Create new skl set for aerospace, aviation SpaceXs efforts

e 12launches per year «  Opportunity to create aerospace pipeline of interns,
o 10launches of the Falcon 8 employees
o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy e TSC could cater programs for industry

o Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per «  Project considered a community changer

monthly launch o Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
o $1 million economic impact per launch for area County
o Each launch altracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and o Help attract other companies in aerospace industry, in

turn it would create a cluster

Regton could become future Space City

Could potentially see visitors center

Space museum could be possibility

Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation

scientists, stay for 30 days

o Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to
do business with SpaceX

o Nowetlands in immediate area

o Cape Canaveral sits in middle of wetlands and have
successfully faunched for decades

e s o o

Sincerely,

NAME "/?lee C/\Q [ S/{‘}(
) A 7 P
/T\gl;E(Esgs/;){;l V] [tecro© of -~ ﬂrw < virle, T
PHONENUMBER &= -5 4 ¥-13 977
E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable)

) ] Competitivelk
BEDC, contracted by the GBIC /301 Mexico Bivd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)

ille, Texas 78520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site

P-94 P-94
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site

e S,Aﬁ/m)w:ﬂ 5’106.35—*' )4 Qovming 7éﬁ

i 7 N S ,
Environmental Impact Statement B, Onar o ] o 2 e oniis o0 LD
aALO0 D pra Im@%/LQ.m‘ AN A P W)
The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital 3 )
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue ;5M Lol Cu:f C C”D‘ /é),,. ‘98/' 7L L
Qoo (S g g g ) L g O A

launch licenses and/for experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/for experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby = >
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year. Qg\ 147/1/9 /Q—«j ) Lf / b O
The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filing out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

(] Submitting comments via emalil to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
® Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Malling your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
cfo Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name andfor home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed.
[ Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by faw.
[0 Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by faw.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the

Final EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name: Bevine (ooe Date: > 7-/3

Organization/Affiliation: W =N
Address: _ 4 2L Uuooo@ Gy s
City, State, Zip Code: Pomo —T_LLL 7L o

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

Public Hearing Comment Form

Volume Illl Comments on the Draft EIS 148 May 2014



Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

May 6, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist

SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
Living in a community to have the first private launch site in the world, with 600 direct jobs, and 400

additional indirect jobs is what this community needs to insure a better future our children.

The opportunity for our children and grandchildren to have educational programs that will cater to industry
is huge.

| support the initiative of Space X and hope their home is here in Brownsville.

Lo

) )y Blenes Dino

Sincerely,

/2107
Lagurn Vit ”7 w78
95 - Q33 - 798

building a vertical launch site and faunch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

Name: German Cordova

Comment: To whom it may concern,

My name is German Cordova and | am a
student of Hanna High School writing on
behalf of the building of a Space X launch pad
in Brownsville, Texas. The area of interest for
Brownsville is a small patch of land out near a
beach that is not very populated. One concern
people may have is the effect that the launch
pad may have on the environment. Other
similar launch pads such as that in Florida has
shown a more positive effect on the
environment rather than a negative effect.
The greatest aspect of building the launch pad
in Brownsville is the close proximity to the
Arecibo Remote Command Center (ARCC) at
the University at Texas at Brownsville which
can, in essence, create a joint partnership to
;aid in research in the fields of astronomy and
physics.

Date Received: 5/24/2013

P-96
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Johnson, Jaclyn M. Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Lauren Cross <rhlc26@yahoo.com> From: Adela crum <scotyleon1219@me.com>

Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 8:09 PM Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 12:43 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M. To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.; aeortiz@bisd.us
Subject: The Support for the building of Space X

I support having a launch pad in Boca Chica because it will bring more job opportunities to the Rio Grande

Valley and hopefully better our economy. It will bring more tourism to Brownsville and we will have more Dear SpaceX,
government attention. We are also on the water therefore it's near a water source for the launch pad. We are also My name is Scot Louis Crum and | am a high school senior at Homer Hanna High School in Brownsville, Texas. | am
located near a port for availability for any parts needed. writing this email to you to help the support for the building of SpaceX here near the Brownsville area. | believe that if

SpaceX is built here it would help tremendously in many aspect for the community of Brownsville, such as the economic
aspect and also the educational aspects. With the building of SpaceX here in Brownsville it would most likely help
develop a new type of educational program at the college in the area, University of Texas at Brownsville. All in all |
support the building SpaceX here near Brownsville, Texas, because it would help expand the name of Brownsville and
also help in the economical and educational aspects in the city as well.

Sent from my iPhone
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P-100
Brownsville Economic H .
Bevelopment Council Public Hearing Comment Form
www.BEDC.com R
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement
April 30,2013
Stacey Zee The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
FAA Environmental Protection Specialist launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
P launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
SpaceX EIS ¢lo Carfino TEC Inc. major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Praposed Action, SpaceX would
275 West Street, Suite 110 construct a vertical launch area at the easter end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
Annapolis, MD 21409 control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.
The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:
Dear Ms. Zee, @ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
. . @ submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation, © 9
- ) , . . . Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ... I ) ) .
@ Mailing your written comment form to: M. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
o Would be first private launch site in the world o SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turtles and SpaceX EIS
o 600 direct jobs piping plovers at Cape Canaveral ¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.
o Wages exceeding $55,000 per job o Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville ISD 275 West Street—Suite 110
o $51 million in annual payroll «  Opportunities for aerospace magnet program >
« 400 additional indirect, induced jobs «  Opportunities for partnerships with local private Annapolis, MD 21401
e Total of §71 milfion in annual payroll schools Please Note: Wiitten comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
o Majority of employment from the region s UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement . . ) ) o i .
o Creats new kil set for asrospace, aviation SpaceXs effors o Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
e 12launches per year ‘ Orﬁpf““e’z‘sv lo creale aeospace pipeline of interns, honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
el . . T f . P
Z ;(: alz:gﬁr;:i ?I;ZerggnHiaw . ng‘;{ml d cater programs for induslry the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
Launches could atiract thousands of visitors, per *  Project considered a community changer businesses may be disclosed.
monthiy launch . g“a"tgye the perception of Brovnsville and Cameron Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
o $1 mill ic impact per launch for area oun - st
 Enah et atvacte A6 ;f;l;::fs ectmiclans and « Filp afractolher companies n aerospace industy, i O Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
scientists, stay for 30 days turn it would create a cluster [ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
o Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to «  Region could become future Space City
do business with SpaceX «  Could potentially see visitors gepger
« Nowallands in immediate area * Space museum could be possibily ' Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
o Cape Canaveral sits in middle of wetlands and have «  Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation Final EIS
successfully launched for decades .
Sincerely, PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name: {UAN Dr [ a Gogea Date: __ 2 Ap ;/ 2813
‘Ashley 4. Dartt Organization/Affiliation:
IT Admin Address: _ Hpd E. "I v Srecer
301 Mexico Bivd Suite H4-A ) ) ———
956.980-7013 City, State, Zip Code: Lpxe Foesasn ; I T8k
adartt@thesba.com
;I Public Hearing Comment Form
Competitivefteady 4
BEDC, contracted by the GBIC /301 Mexico Blvd, Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 76520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement
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Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

P-100

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: vicdls5 <vicdls5@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 12:03 PM
To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Cc: aeortiz@bisd.us

Subject: SpaceX

Hi, I am Victor De los Santos, a student from Hanna High School in Brownsville, Texas. I am writing to show
my support towards the SpaceX launch site being built on Boca Chica Beach. I believe that the building of
SpaceX will finally give the city of Brownsville and surrounding towns something to be proud of, and at the
same time increase tourism and give us something new to look forward to every once in a while when launces
oceur.

Thank you,
Victor De los Santos
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Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Catherine Diaz <cattdiazz@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:34 AM

May 7, 2013 To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.
Subject: SpaceX Project

Ms. Stacey M. Zee

FAA Environmental Specialist
Space X EIS c/o Cardno TEC, Inc.
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401

To who it may concern,

My name is Catherine Diaz and I am a senior at Homer Hanna High School. I am contacting you to give my full
support on the new SpaceX project in Brownsville, TX. This project will benefit tourism in Brownsville and
produce new job opportunities, while making a minimal impact on the environment. I am very excited about
this project and I look forward to its success!

Thank you for your time,

Dear Ms. Zee:
Catherine Diaz

This letter is submitted in response to the May 7, 2013, Public Hearing on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the potential environmental impacts that may
result from the FAA/AST proposal to issue launch licenses and/or experimental permits to Space
Exploration Technologies Corporation (Space X). Iam pleased to submit this letter in support of
Space X’s proposal to launch from a site in Cameron County, Texas.

Locating the proposed launch facility on the Boca Chica Beach site off of Highway 4 would be
an ideal Jocation because of its close proximity to the Gulf of Mexico and because the land that
Space X will need remains undeveloped today. Iam confident that Space X will conduct its
operations in a mutually beneficial and cooperative manner with respect to the environment,
local residents, beachgoers, and the community as a whole. Just as they have in other areas,
Space X’s experience operating complex launches in and around wildlife refuges and other
environmentally protected areas can lead to an eco-friendly facility for wildlife and natural
habitat.

The proposed project will be an asset to the entire South Texas region, It will inspire our local
school children to reach for the stars and focus more than ever on critical science, technology,
engineering and math studies. It could also create opportunities for programs and degrees as well
as research facilities at our local institutions of higher leaming here in the Rio Grande Valley.
The Space X project will create high-paying job opportunities for local residents and stimulate
other indirect jobs. In addition, the tourism potential a project of this magnitude can bring to the
region is immeasurable.

[ am in full support of the project and am delighted that this commercial company is strongly
considering Cameron County.

Sincerest regards,

l‘ WW(JW%Q/

Sylvia DeHoyos
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P-106 P-106
- - SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Pu bhc Hearmg Comment Form Environmental Impact Statement
SpaceX Texas Launch Site ; T .
Eﬁvironmental Impact Statement N, 1 am 19 yeue old  And T
holieye Yhot [} il] be alkowm e 4o Lave
. . . épq(e -X Lee, T Would 1Tmagine  launthing 4
The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital (ol e F on @ 2 } ¢ l. .
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue 9 ¢ — ) _( h armoze/, I F oy o
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a fee) ’ i L( e My () (sh nascor  lace. O Lk
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would oo Hc \ 2 A )' H‘ = R 2 i I
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby T O] game. - £_noese ;3 X ¢t Rrapn “"’u
conirol center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year. alsos s " Lg W f A\ lnelCas e Brovvhé u,“}// fﬂﬂa(o{ ;}l]
The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS. ° l<q 9 H,, als all '
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal. V M L
Please record your comments on this form and submit by: o
@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
@ submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
(4] Mailing your written comment formto: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed.
(] Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
O Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY .
Name: Vg hei ¢k D‘Al?DVlrﬁi'f" Date: B‘;‘ I3
Organization/Affiliation: Brownswlje res iy Epy /L
Address: Wesk F M §° 2
Ciy, State, Zip Code: __YOWAs1lp , T€ X 05 7¥530
Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
. ) considered during preparation of the Final EIS.
Public Hearing Comment Form 9 prep n of the Final EIS
1
2
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Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 8, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. lssuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastem end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties o provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

@ submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist

Federal Aviation Administration

SpaceX EIS

c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street—Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21401

Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and

businesses may be disclosed.
Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
] Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by faw.
[ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the

Final EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY ANDLEGIB
Name: Bq ( (ODP Nb Lﬂu (‘O)F(/() Date: ‘5/?_//3
Organizat[on/Afﬁlvatlon: ,)){ oSSV ’ & R (A -(t) £t
Address: _| (VV. Fm gt
S22 0

City, State, Zip Code: '6 VoSl / / c ’)/z?xﬁ/ S

Public Hearing Comment Form
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental impact Statement
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Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.
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P-108 P-108
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Pu b"c Hearln g comment Form Environmental Impact Statement
Space Texas Launch Ste MY ngpies s Zalha pre EdplS
nmental Impact Stateme Sond J1h K cfars old oo
- (oandr ton Y hE K ol xPMumﬂ(
he FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital / 6'
launch vehicles from a private launch site focated in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue (M Mr‘/ )l h ‘0 / o 5 A / f) \/ 7"?& }% 0 ( E < S QA /@
launch licenses andfor experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental pemits is considered a /47 ck g e / QUNE, %'/(D L) A / D D€ /ép / OQM
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would Wé/e &
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby / VWT) ! % ﬁ e C€ & ///’ // ( /7( /7 {}/ /AL (A ///\C e
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year. ) 1/7? [](K)\/L( g
The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS. d
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:
@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
@ submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment fom to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
c/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. if you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed.
Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[ Piease withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY / R —_
Name: 7. (A~ s E( 6/ SE C Jpete: o) 7
Organization/Affiliation: / “\/
Address: /(D % = O
City, State, Zip Code: h 0 u}f)R 1/ /’/ e \/L X
Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
. . considered during preparation of the Final EIS.
Public Hearing Comment Form
1
2
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April 30, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Brownsville Economic
Development Council
ww.BEDC.com

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

Use some of the following talking points in your letter:

Would be first private launch site in the world

SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turles and

» 600 direct jobs piping plovers at Cape Canaveral

s Wages exceeding $55,000 per job o Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville ISD

s $51 million in annual payroll s Opportunities for aerospace magnet program

o 400 additional indirect, induced jobs «  Opportunities for partnerships with local private

o Total of $71 million in annual payroli schools

«  Majority of employment from the region » UTBs itational Wave Astronomy

o Create new skill set for aerospace, aviation SpaceX's efforts

e 12launches per year o Opportunity to create aerospace pipeline of interns,
o 10launches of the Faicon 9 employees

o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy

o Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per
monthly launch

« %1 million economic impact per launch for area

»  FEach launch attracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and
scientists, stay for 30 days

«  Constant flow of suppliers Iraveling o Brownsville to
do business with SpaceX

o Nowetlands in immediate area

o Cape Canaveral sits in middie of wetlands and have
successfully faunched for decades

Sincerely, O
navee (' Qw @;aﬂ

TE < V0~ Hi
ADDRESS 'Ld((,bo
PHONE NUMBER 4 55( 5. @31 67/7/0
E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable)

TSC coutd cater programs for indusiry

Project considered a community changer

Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
County

Help attract other companies in aerospace indusry, in
turn it would create a cluster

Region could become future Space City

Could potentially see visitors center

Space museum could be possibility

Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation

a2 Porowpsulle, X 125 23

BEDC, confracted by the GBIC/ 301 Mexico Blvd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)

Brownsville, Texas 78520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com Competitivefteady

May 7,2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

257 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies
Corporation, building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastern outskirts
of Brownsville Texas...

My understanding is that SpaceX will create 600 jobs, with wages exceeding $55,000 per job
plus an additional 400 indirect induced jobs. With the separation between Texas Southmost
College and the University of Texas at Brownsville, this is a great opportunity for the college to
cater programs for industry. For the university, it is an opportunity for the existing Gravitational
Wave Astronomy program. SpaceX is within the scope of the STEM program of Brownsville
ISD.

With monthly launches, I see SpaceX increasing Brownsville’s tourism. This will change the
perception of Brownsville and Cameron County as we know it.

For these and many more reasons, I support SpaceX.

Sipcerelyy
Martha P. Espipoza — Gonzales

Mpespinoza68(@yahoo.com
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Name: Raymond Everitt

Comment: | like to say that | do support this project. This city really
needs something big and challenging like this to make everyone
who lives here have something to hope for when it comes down to
what | feel is the hidden potential within this city and region. To be
able to see that there is more opportunities here in Brownsville,
Texas. That is a goal that we must always pursuit. However, | do
love this city and it's environment and | will like to express myself
about the projected impacts stated in the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement.

In this EIS for SpaceX there is no mention of any contingency
provisions to conduct future studies on the projected impacts and
the utilization of those studies to monitor and verify the
materialization of the projected impacts already studied by Cardno
TEC, Inc. Internal consultation between many government agencies
are currently reviewing the impacts and will address them when
the Final EIS is released. | do hope they do provide some insight
into farther abatement and possible additional partnerships with
the local University. My idea is that the Stargate project that
SpaceX and the Physic Department of the University of Texas at
Brownsville created at the first Public Hearing can inspire a similar
project with other departments within the university system. These
departments can aid in researching and studying the adverse
affects that will happen over time and thus enhance mitigation
efforts. All at the same time educating and exposing local students
to future careers in multiple disciplines that deal with permitting,
administering, documenting, regulating, testing, inspecting, and
researching. Thank you for taking the time reading my comments. |
do hope SpaceX does come down here. The city will grow because
of it.

Date Received: 6/2/2013

P-111

P-112
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Name: Fisher

Comment: This is for the purpose of expressing my total and
complete opposition to the Brownsville Space X Project....I believe
the environment must remain untouched forever.....We have very
few areas that remain unpoluted or ruined...All good intentions
expressed to avoid damage to our beaches and surrounding areas
CANNOT be met....Once you disturb plants and other living things,
no one can restore them to their original condition, no matter
what...It has happened many many times somewhere else.....WE
DONT WANT TO TAKE CHANCES!!!!

Date Received: 6/19/2013

P-113

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dear SpaceX,

Lisette Flores <lizzieflowers321@gmail.com>
Thursday, May 23, 2013 8:58 AM

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Support of Launch Pad

My name is Maria Lisette Flores. I am a student from Homer Hanna High School in Brownsville Texas. I am
writing to state that I, personally, support the idea of your company building a launch pad here in the town of
Brownsville. I believe that the establishing of this facility will provide more job opportunities for the
community, and it will also encourage those who want to be involved in space exploration here in the lower
valley of Texas. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely, Maria Lisette Flores
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May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Brownsville Economic
2 Development Council

wwyBEDC.com

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

Use some of the following talking points in your letter:

Would be first private faunch site in the world

800 direct jobs

Wages exceeding $55,000 per job

$51 million in annual payroll

400 additional indirect, induced jobs

Total of $71 million in annual payroll

Majority of employment from the region

Create new skill set for aerospace, aviation

12 launches per year
o 101aunches of the Falcon 9
o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy

«  Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per
monthly launch

o $1 million economic impact per launch for area

o Each launch attracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and
scientists, stay for 30 days

o  Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to
do business with SpaceX

o Nowetlands in immediate area

o Cape Canaveral siis in middle of wetlands and have
successfully launched for decades

William Foster

Vice President of Merchant Services
Newtek “The Small Business Authority”
2502 Florencia Ave

Brownsvifle, TX 78526

(956) 621-3413

wloster@thesba.com

Sincerely,

BEDC, contracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Bivd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 78520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com

LY

SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turtles and
piping plovers at Cape Canaveral

Falis within the STEM program of Brownsville ISD
Opportunities for aerospace magnet program
Opportunities for partnerships with local private
schools

UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement
SpaceX’s efforts

Opportunily to create aerospace pipeline of intems,
employees

TSC could cater programs for industry

Project considered a community changer

Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
County

Help altract other companies in aerospace industry, in
{urn it would create a cluster

Region could become future Space Gity

Could potentially see visitors center

Space museum could be possibility

Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation

. . B
CompetitiveReady

P-116
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Name: Jose Angel Frias IlI

Comment: Hello,

When i heard Space-x might come to my hometown brownsville,
right away | knew it was going to be a great idea. If Space-x comes to
Brownsville it will create a vas of new opportunities such as Jobs,
Tourism and a great opportunity to the science department in UTB.
| support Space-x comming to Brownsville becuase of how this
program could transform a small city called Brownsville.

Thank you for this opportunity

Date Received: 5/24/2013

P-117

May 6, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space
Exploration Technologies Corporation, building a vertical launch site and
launch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas would
be a great opportunity to bring jobs and careers to South Texas. I do believe
that, with SpaceX Project it will bring not only the obvious of the never
before seen space launch pad and command center by most of the residents
of Brownsville, but the growth of our humble city for years to come. When I
first heard of SpaceX and its possibility of a launch pad at Boca Chica Beach
I was shocked. I didn’t think we actually existed in anyone’s eyes since
we’re the southern most city of the United States and hardly noticeable on
the map. I love the idea of the very first private launch site in the world
located in Brownsville, Texas.

Employment in our region is a major concern to the majority of the people
here, but with SpaceX eyeing a launch pad in Brownsville, that concern is
nearly erased. I mean when a $1 million economic impact per launch
statement is announced it is easy to see why I made my previous statement. [
like how SpaceX has thought everything thoroughly and has covered all
concerns about our environment, economy, and education on aerospace
magnet programs. I really don’t see anything negative about SpaceX and
what it will bring to Brownsville, Texas. It is almost as if SpaceX was sent
from the heavens above. Ironically, SpaceX will be launching into the sky. I
am all for SpaceX Project and everything it has to offer. I may be one in
hundreds of thousands of people that you will receive letters from, but you
have my vote.
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Thank you for taking time out of your busy schedule to read a
Brownsvillian’s letter. Thanks again.

Sincerely,

Jaime Fuentes Jr.

Customer Service Representative

105 Terrace Dr. Lot 33 Brownsville, Tx 78521
(956) 204-3258

jfuentes 1378 @yahoo.com

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Letty G <letty12348@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2013 8:47 AM
To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Sent from my Cricket smart phone
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Johnson, Jaclim M. Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Jorge Garcla < geoaganisbeglobal nets From: Gina Garcia <gina.nicole106@gmail.com>
Sents Monday, lune 24, 20013 454 PM Sent: Thursday, May 23,2013 10:27 PM

Toe sohrison, lachm M, To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.; aeortiz@bisd.us
Subject: Space X Srownsville Subject: Support

Yes, [ am W faver o e ¥ in Brovnsville, but after the discussion beld a1 UTR-TSC-- [TTEC na Hello | am Gina Garcia and | am a student at Hanna High School. Today | am writing to support the idea of building a
meniion was made ahoul oo |1|.'i3._;hh|'-r . Mexics, and its mmedinte border uil:.'_ H. Matarmaonos Were ||;:}. launch pad here in Brownsville. By opening this building it will create jobs, attract tourism, and give students who are
consuled? 1.am sure that if they were to construct such structures on their side, we, in Brownsville, would be interested in that field of study to learn more about space. To whom it may concern, thank you for your time.

m a panic and call for more, more border security.  Thank you

Georgs A Garvin

43 Ebony Ave.
Brownsville, TH T&E520
956,541, KR
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Brownsville Economic
Development Council
www.BEDC.com

May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastem outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

For Brownsville to have the following added to our resume would be outstanding:

*  Would be first private faunch site in the world «  SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turtles and
* 600 direct jobs piping plovers at Cape Canaveral
o Wages exceeding $55,000 per job o Falis within the STEM program of Brownsville 1SD
o $51 million in annual payroll *  Opportunities for aerespace magnet program
» 400 additional indirect, induced jobs «  Opportunities for partnerships with local private
o Total of $71 million in annuaf payroll schools
«  Majority of employment from the region s UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement
o Creale new skill set for asrospace, aviation SpaceXs efforts
e 12 launches per year »  Opportunity to create aerospace pipeline of intemns,
o 10 launches of the Faicon 9 employees
o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy e TSC could cater programs for industry
«  Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per s Project considered a community changer
monthly launch e Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
o $1 million economic impact per launch for area County
o Each launch attracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and o Help attract other companies in aerospace industry, in
scientists, stay for 30 days tum it would create a cluster
o Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsvilie to *  Region could become future Space City
do business with SpaceX »  Could potentially see visitors center
o No wellands in immediate area o Space museum could be possibility
o Cape Canaveral sits in middle of wetlands and have o Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation

successfully faunched for decades

Zl (ﬂt CC AUt (.ﬁ-\

NAME SESS/ (A ﬁpg g;’:‘ o5

> pnee CSE ; 4
;gggEégVitéfa Do Blarcolr, Brown srile TX 7 ¢
PHONENUMBER <757,- G009~ 07 . 1 Con
E-MAIL ADDRESS (i applicable) . <22 §¢ /5 € 5:3/0 @hotmec] €

BEDC, contracted by the GBIC /301 Mexico Blvd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 78520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com
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May 7, 2013

Ms. Stacey M. Zee

FAA Environmental Specialist
Space X EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC, Inc.
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Ms. Zee:

This letter is submitted in response to the May 7, 2013, Public Hearing on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the potential environmental impacts that may
result from the FAA/AST proposal to issue launch licenses and/or experimental permits to Space
Exploration Technologies Corporation (Space X). Tam pleased to submit this letter in support of
Space X’s proposal to launch from a site in Cameron County, Texas.

Locating the proposed launch facility on the Boca Chica Beach site off of Highway 4 would be
an ideal location because of its close proximity to the Gulf of Mexico and because the land that
Space X will need remains undeveloped today. T am confident that Space X will conduct its
operations in a mutually beneficial and cooperative manner with respect to the environment,
local residents, beachgoers, and the community as a whole. Just as they have in other areas,
Space X’s experience operating complex launches in and around wildlife refuges and other
environmentally protected areas can lead to an eco-fiiendly facility for wildlife and natural
habitat.

The proposed project will be an asset to the entire South Texas region. It will inspire our local
school children to reach for the stars and focus more than ever on critical science, technology,
engineering and math studies. It could also create opportunities for programs and degrees as well
as research facilities at our local institutions of higher learning here in the Rio Grande Valley.
The Space X project will create high-paying job opportunities for local residents and stimulate
other indirect jobs. In addition, the tourism potential a project of this magnitude can bring to the
region is immeasurable.

['am in full support of the project and am delighted that this commercial company is strongly
considering Cameron County.

Sincerest regards,

Melissa Garcia

Aeliion Flonen
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Name: Rene Garcia

Date Received: 5/24/2013

Comment: My name is Rene Garcia and | am from Hanna High
School. | am in support of the launch pad Space X is going to build
in Brownsville, TX. | hope you guys build the launch pad here.

P-126

Brownsville Economic
£ Development Council
€ www.BEDC.com

May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21408

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX building a vertical launch site and launch

command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas.

| feel this is a wonderful opportunity for the city of Brownsville. [t will further strengthen our economy and

educational system and ultimately, our future.

The location will make it a key attraction to visitors, specifically, from our southem neighbor—which will

contribute significantly to the city's and company’s future revenues.
As a 28 year old citizen of Brownsville, TX you have my support and blessing.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely, /

1948 Rosedal Dr
Brownsville, TX 78521
956-579-5600
sylviakgarcia@gmail.com

BEDC, contracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Blvd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 76520/ (956) 5411183 / www.BEDC.com
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May 7, 2013

Ms. Stacey M. Zee

FAA Environmental Specialist
Space X EIS c¢/o Cardno TEC, Inc.
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Ms. Zee:

This letter is submitted in response to the May 7, 2013, Public Hearing on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the potential environmental impacts that may
result from the FAA/AST proposal to issue launch licenses and/or experimental permits to Space
Exploration Technologies Corporation (Space X). Iam pleased to submit this letter in support of
Space X’s proposal to launch from a site in Cameron County, Texas.

Locating the proposed launch facility on the Boca Chica Beach site off of Highway 4 would be
an ideal location because of its close proximity to the Gulf of Mexico and because the land that
Space X will need remains undeveloped today. I am confident that Space X will conduct its
operations in a mutually beneficial and cooperative manner with respect to the environment,
local residents, beachgoers, and the community as a whole. Just as they have in other areas,
Space X’s experience operating complex launches in and around wildlife refuges and other
environmentally protected areas can lead to an eco-friendly facility for wildlife and natural
habitat.

The proposed project will be an asset to the entire South Texas region. It will inspire our local
school children to reach for the stars and focus more than ever on critical science, technology,
engineering and math studies. It could also create opportunities for programs and degrees as well
as research facilities at our local institutions of higher learning here in the Rio Grande Valley.
The Space X project will create high-paying job opportunities for local residents and stimulate
other indirect jobs. In addition, the tourism potential a project of this magnitude can bring to the
region is immeasurable.

T am in full support of the project and am delighted that this commercial company is strongly
considering Cameron County.

Sincerest regards,

TR

May 7, 2013

Ms. Stacey M. Zee

FAA Environmental Specialist
Space X EIS c¢/o Cardno TEC, Inc.
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Ms. Zee:

This letter is submitted in response to the May 7, 2013, Public Hearing on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the potential environmental impacts that may
result from the FAA/AST proposal to issue launch licenses and/or experimental permits to Space
Exploration Technologies Corporation (Space X). I am pleased to submit this letter in support of
Space X’s proposal to launch from a site in Cameron County, Texas.

Locating the proposed launch facility on the Boca Chica Beach site off of Highway 4 would be
an ideal location because of its close proximity to the Gulf of Mexico and because the land that
Space X will need remains undeveloped today. I am confident that Space X will conduct its
operations in a mutually beneficial and cooperative manner with respect to the environment,
local residents, beachgoers, and the community as a whole. Just as they have in other areas,
Space X’s experience operating complex launches in and around wildlife refuges and other
environmentally protected areas can lead to an eco-friendly facility for wildlife and natural
habitat.

The proposed project will be an asset to the entire South Texas region. It will inspire our local
school children to reach for the stars and focus more than ever on critical science, technology,
engineering and math studies. It could also create opportunities for programs and degrees as well
as research facilities at our local institutions of higher learning here in the Rio Grande Valley.
The Space X project will create high-paying job opportunities for local residents and stimulate
other indirect jobs. In addition, the tourism potential a project of this magnitude can bring to the
region is immeasurable.

I am in full support of the project and am delighted that this commercial company is strongly
considering Cameron County.

Sincerest regards,

Devian Garza

Dissiaer G
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May 7, 2013

Ms. Stacey M. Zee

FAA Environmental Specialist
Space X EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC, Inc.
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Ms. Zee:

This letter is submitted in response to the May 7, 2013, Public Hearing on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the potential environmental impacts that may
result from the FAA/AST proposal to issue launch licenses and/or experimental permits to Space
Exploration Technologies Corporation (Space X). Iam pleased to submit this letter in support of
Space X’s proposal to launch from a site in Cameron County, Texas.

Locating the proposed launch facility on the Boca Chica Beach site off of Highway 4 would be
an ideal location because of its close proximity to the Gulf of Mexico and because the land that
Space X will need remains undeveloped today. I am confident that Space X will conduct its
operations in a mutually beneficial and cooperative manner with respect to the environment,
local residents, beachgoers, and the community as a whole. Just as they have in other areas,
Space X’s experience operating complex launches in and around wildlife refuges and other
environmentally protected areas can lead to an eco-fiiendly facility for wildlife and natural
habitat.

The proposed project will be an asset to the entire South Texas region, It will inspire our local
school children to reach for the stars and focus more than ever on critical science, technology,
engineering and math studies. It could also create opportunities for programs and degrees as well
as research facilities at our local institutions of higher learning here in the Rio Grande Valley.
The Space X project will create high-paying job opportunities for local residents and stimulate
other indirect jobs. In addition, the tourism potential a project of this magnitude can bring to the
region is immeasurable.

['am in full support of the project and am delighted that this commercial company is strongly
considering Cameron County.

Sincerest regards,

Ixhel Garza

i

Brownsville Economic
Development Council
www,BEDC.com

April 30, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
Our area is a The lower Rio Grande Valley may be classified as an agricultural area. Our chief exports

have been traditionally agricultural in nature, Our manufacturing sector has moved from the U.S. to
“maquiladora” plants in northemn Mexico for competitive labor. The trade with Mexico has sfowed in recent
years due to the devaluation of the peso. More recently the cartel violence across Mexico has led to
slowing of tourism moving through this area. It is evident that this area has been is economically

dependent on federal income for its continued existence.

The SpaceX commercial space exploration project is marvel of technological advancements and private
sector financial maneuvering. Masterfully engineered SpaceX rockets require a host of logistical services
to facilitate the creation of a commercial space flight program. These logistics will require a city that can

fumish transportation, labor, and cost-effective solutions to make the venture a reality.

It is my opinion that SpaceX coming to Boca Chica beach would facilitate the establishment of a space
port in a region that is in the southem most part of the country. This area would benefit from the
technology industry associated with the logistics of the creation of this program.

Singerelf, g
N e

-

“Jose I/ Garza

Clstomer Service Rep.
5481 Cedar Trail Dr.
956-832-9021
[oegarzai978@gmail.com

L [ |
CompetitiveRkeady
BEDC, contracted by the GBIG /301 Mexico Blvd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 78520/ (956) 5411183 / www.BEDC.com
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Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Heather Glover <hmg.d94@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2013 9:22 AM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.; aeortiz@bisd.us
Subject: Space Xin Brownsville

Dear FAA,

I believe that bringing space X to Brownsville will be beneficial to our community in several aspects. First
of all it will improve our touristism. If Space X is placed on Boca Chica Beach then some people will come to
see the items being sent off to space. Another positive thing is it keeps Boca Chica Beach clean without having
to build more hotels or creating another island such as South Padre Island, in addition that will keep Soud
Padre's business the way it is. In Brownsville we already have a college that is progressing, but I positive UTB
and TSC are trying to recurit more students. For those students are intrested in AeroSpace Engineering or
AeroSpace Sciences maybe in the future the college of UTB and TSC can provide a program that will work
with space X in order to attract students with that interest. On a personal level, I would love to have something
different in Brownsville. I think it would be very interesting having something like a space program not only
in Texas but in Brownsville, Texas.

Thank you,
Heather Glover
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v Brownsville Economic
Development Council
vaww.BEDC.com

May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Gardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and faunch command center in the eastem outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

For Brownsville to have the following added to our resume would be outstanding:

o Would be first private launch site in the world ¢ SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turties and
o 600 direct jobs piping plovers at Cape Canaveral
+  Wages exceeding $55,000 per job o Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville ISD
o $51 million in annual payroil «  Opportunities for aerospace magnet program
¢ 400 additional indirect, induced jobs »  Opportunities for partnerships with local private
o Total of §71 million in annual payroll schools
¢ Majority of employment from the region o UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement
*  Create new skill set for aerospace, aviation SpaceX's efforls
e 12launches per year «  Opportunity to create aerospace pipeline of interns,
o 10 launches of the Falcon 9 employees
o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy o TSC could cater programs for industry
¢ Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per *  Project considered a community changer
monthly launch «  Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
«  $1million economic impact per launch for area County
o Each launch attracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and o Help attract other companies in aerospace industry, in
scientists, stay for 30 days turn it would create a cluster

Region could become future Space City

Could potentially see visitors center

Space museum could be possibility

Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation

«  Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to
do business with SpaceX

*  Nowetlands in immediate area

o Cape Canaveral sits in middle of wetlands and have
successfully launched for decades

Sincerely,

NAVES ek Msryty ()
TIMLEViP o Theudres vt ~ A kok
ADDRESS 24255 Beanard ©r. Bpv B4 Brovmvilly, 1% 520
PHONE NUMBER (s a5t b ~5275
E-MAIL ADDRESS (i applicable)
rolendo . 4onzalig 05 @groall -com

Competitivel?

oy

BEDC, contracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Blvd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 78520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com
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Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Vanessa Gonzalez <vanessaglz@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 10:05 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Cc: aeortiz@bisd.us

To whom it may concern,

My name is Vanessa Gonzalez, and | am currently enrolled at Homer Hanna High School. | have read some
pamphlet's on the SpaceX bill's information and how they are asking for any comments on the possible
project. In my opinion, | strongly support this activity as | believe it will not only increase our economy by
influencing tourism, but also create history to this town more than it already has.

Thank you, Vanessa Gonzalez

Volume lll Comments on the Draft EIS

172

May 2014



Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

T supooct he oroiect.

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 8, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
Jaunch licenses and/or experimental petmits. Issuing launch licenses andior experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastem end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial [aunches pet year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

(1] Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

(2] Submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 890-0455
@ Wailing your written comment form to;  Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS : !
¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the adminisirative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and

businesses may be disclosed.
[ Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
I Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent aliowable by taw.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the

Final EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name: \} l rante Gonzaléz, Date: (05 - A0~

Organization]/Aﬁiﬁation: Lf\& Fresnos (I \Sl\)
Address: _ V0. POy 20G

Cty, State, Zip Code:_ L 0% Fremnos, , A TRSCE

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

Public Hearing Comment Form
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, ' P-139 P-140
Name: Fabian Granja
Comment: My name is Fabian Granja | am a senior at homer hanna Public Hearing Comment Form
high school. I.have hearc.l about your space x facility thét you want SpaceX Texas Launch Site
to op.en here mPrownszIe, and Ifu!ly support the p055|bI.|ty of you Environmental Impact Statement
opening the facility here at Boca Chica Beach. The beach isnt really
used that often and like your pamphlet says you will Only be The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to faunch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
operating the space x facility 6 times out of the year at most making launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
. . launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
the beach unavailabe for that short time.l hope you and your major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
faculty decide to build the space x here in brownsville. construct a vertical launch area at the eastem end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
Date Received: 5/24/2013 control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.
Ived: The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:
@ Filing out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
® submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
(4] Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms, Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses paybe disclosed.
Please add my name to the mailing ist for future updates.
] Piease withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by faw.
[ Piease withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
- AN
Nere: (raic (ovou ¥ Date: 5//& ///3 ‘
Organization/Afﬁ]léiun: Cvpoe W("ﬂ/ﬁ/ /ﬂ/; e S //KZ\’M/ v
'
Address:/ﬂ‘/7 Lo lep O/k’ﬂ/l/(/- -/
Y p—— 2l
City, State, Zip Code: ﬁva 7S (o //6 ! /X 73 S /2()
Public Hearing Comment Form
1
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later th
| / 3 an June 3, 2013 to e
considered during preparation of the Final EIS. ] nevre they re

P-140

MANUEL G. GUAJARDO, M.D,, P.A.

BOARD CERTIFIED
DIPLOMATE AMERICAN BOARD OF OBSTRETICS & GYNECOLOGY

Obsteurics + Gynecology + Aestherics

May 18,2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Strect, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE:  SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider this letter to voice our support of SpaceX or Space
Exploration Technologies Corporation, building a vertical launch site
and launch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville,
Texas.

This new venture would be beneficial to our local economy, as a small
busiess employer and physician, this influx of new jobs and revenue
would surely heal our current situation. The addition of SpaceX would
give our students both in high school and the universities a much sense
of hope in finding employment within the science, aerospace, and
aviation programs and encourage them to search out and succeed at these
skill sets.

We have suffered locally with job closings, and this trickle has surely
affected small employers such as me that provide a much needed service
for our community. Adding SpaceX as an employer, will also help put
Brownsville on the map, and will surely atiract thousands of visitors per
year and provide a boost to the economy. This influx will also bring new
vendors, new businesses to the area, and attract other aerospace
industries to Cameron County.

The weather is very consistent, similar to Florida (Cape Canaveral) and
would work well for this type of industry. Please know that this letter is
meant in SUPPORT of this project, and its many benefits that it would
bring to my hometown of Brownsville, Texas.

300 Lorenaly Drive - Brownsville, Texas 78526
Phone: 956.350.5007 - Fax: 956.350.0945
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1t would be an honor to welcome such a prestigious organization into our

300 Lorenaly Drlve
Brownsvile, Texas
956.350.5007

mggyl

uajardomdract.com

Additional Support of this prolsct from ?ur o‘fﬁce & clinical staff:

A j

Edna V. Guajardo . (. Z / are E F:’“‘E j\ \(:j{,
Shannon D. Putzel < ] O
Elma Aida Aguilar <X - 7

Lupita Gonzalez
Blanca Vasquez
Aurora Perez
Yolanda Vidal
Yolanda Delgado
Gracie Lopez
Mirna Fragoso

March 06, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration
Technologies Corporation, building a vertical launch site and launch command center in
the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas. As for a citizen that was born and raised in
Brownsville | feel the SpaceX Project is a wonderful addition to our community. The
SpaceX Project will bring over 600 direct and 400 indirect jobs to our community and
with the job market not so hot right now | know the people of Brownsville really need
these jobs. Generating over $71 million in annual payroll and wages exceeding $55,000
per job would really help out economically to our city. This would also be the first
private launch site in the world which is going to also drive more people to come visit
our city. With 12 launches per year this gives our city’s business owners to also help
them out with the thousands on visitors with will be attracted to see the launches
monthly. This could also instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generations, and gives
us a potential possibility for a Space Museum. Hopefully SpaceX decides to follow
through with the launch site so Brownsville can also grow as a city.

Sincerely,

Chuckie D Gudino
Business Connect LLC
6825 Greystone Dr. Apt A
956-543-2537
chuckiegudino@gmail.com
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Johnson, Jaclyn M.

May 7, 2013
From: Gil Guevara (giguevar) <giguevar@cisco.com>

Stacey Zee f_etm Manday, May 13, 2013 12:26 PM
FAA Environmental Protection Specialist SDL. £ :30 nsonzlfaclyn M.
SpaceX EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC Inc. ubjects rownsville SpaceX EIS
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21409 Good Day,
RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas ) ) . . .

P ] Q 7] I'm a Brownsville resident and my friends and family do not like the idea of having a launch site.

We are concerned with not having access to the beach year round, and the chemical and noise pollution that will

Dear Ms. Zee, come. | love the peacefulness and the wildlife the way it is. We will be very happy if you choose another site.
In an effort to voice my support of SpaceX (Space Exploration Technologies Corporation) building a vertical launch site Thanks,

and launch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas, | am writing to wholeheartedly support their Gil

endeavors.

SpaceX is a visionary with the foresight to bring its dreams to fruition. in a world that that is becoming smaller and
smaller every day, the need for synergistic relationships is becoming even more vital to the business world. It is my belief
that Brownsville can be instrumental in their endeavors.

Brownsville is rich in untapped resources and community. I believe this potential can be harnessed by SpaceXin a
symbiotic relationship in which Brownsville is instrumental in helping SpaceX becomes not only a leader in its field, but
an innovator in the market.

Our universities would be at your disposal. UTB’s Gravitations Wave Astronomy could be instrumental in your research
efforts. As would, TSC's programs for industries. If research is truly the breeding ground for innovativeness then our
universities would be an ideal source to bring your visions to fruition.

In my research of your company, SpaceX’s tenaciousness in research and innovativeness has been impressive. | applaud
both your efforts and determination. The power of one’s conviction can be mighty indeed, and when vision accompanies
it, great things can be accomplished. | believe great things can be accomplished in Brownsville, Texas.

Sincerely,

Q ‘724(\_ C’*‘/\"//q

J&’Ann Guerrero

Associate Vice-President of Client Relations
Newtek Business Services

301 Mexico Blvd., Ste. #H4-A

Brownsville, TX 78520-4159
jguerrero@thesba.com
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Name: Irene Gulley

Comment: | am in favor of the FAA issuing launch licenses and or
experimental permits from a private launch site located in Cameron
County, which would allow constructing a vertical launch area at
the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard)
and a nearby control center area to support up to 12 commercial
launches per year.

Date Received: 6/17/2013

P-145

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: guty316@yahoo.com

Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2013 12:47 PM
To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Subject: Space X kill our beach in Brownsville

KILL OUR BEACH! KILL OUR BEACH! KILL OUR BEACH! WE LOVE IT! THE ONLY CITY IN THE
RIO GRANDE VALLEY WITH THEIR OWN 8 MILE BEACH... WHO CARES.. KILL IT THE BEACH! WE
LOVE IT! WHO CARES ABOUT THE NOISE OF THE ROCKET! LET SPACE X CLOSE THE
BEACH.."ITS THE JOBS FROM THE HEAVENS" FILL OUR POCKETS WITH MONEY! MONEY!!
MONEY! KILL THE BEACH! KILL IT! SO WE CAN EAT TOXIC FISH..YEAH! AND GET CANCER
AND DIE! BUT BUT..SPACE X TAKES CARES OF THE ENVIRONMENT..SPACE X ELON MUSK
ASKS FOR THE U.S. GOV'T FOR 350 MILLIONS DOLLARS FOR HIS TESLA CARS, BUT WHO CARES
TAX PAYERS LOVE TO GET RAPED BY TYRANTS..SO KILL THE BEACH. just for a couple of bucks in
your pockets and for a rocket to go up and come down...
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Johnson, Jaclyn M. Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: maria guzman <birol235@yahoo.com> From: Jose Hernandez <josehernandez3300659@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2013 11:05 PM Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 12:44 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M. To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.; aeortiz@bisd.us

Subject: against space x Subject: Space x in brownsville (jose hernandez)

Dear Stacy Hello, my name is Jose Hernandez and I am a student at Hanna High School in brownsville Texas.

I am writing you today in regards to Space X being located in brownsville, I think this is a wonderful idea. This
can bring tourist and provide jobs for our community. Plus brownsville is not really known for anything besides
being a sister city to Mexico. This project has alot of potential. Y ou have my full support!

Boca Chica Beach is a ecological landmark aside from being a public beach, and there may be many extinct species of
animals at the site it is for this reason that | am not in favor of the space x project at boca chica beach.

Thank You

Maria Guzman
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P-149 P-149
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
PUbllc Hea”ng Comment Form Environmental impact Statement
SpaceX Texas Launch Site 1T am concerned. Ghout all of H. <nmoke
Environmental Impact Statement ) . - , Y .
0L\ hi \ Space, Caoff r9oraftS. My moh
The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital Y l oS a r 0. §
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a h{,‘{( m(’u l ¢ th 1 C(l ‘H’Yp }' 13 | @D Loy \H/\_g
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would . - ) .
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby QA '/ +WX+ (2 | ’ maw W{‘/ (/O cif ol J +h I/I)UC}’]
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year. D area,. Butr mu ma \OY' é“(“ﬂ@éf)/) iS
The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS, Hyd A r()(;kﬁ’l'j 4,00 %’bl 0( 4’ l/)l’)‘f X oleee | / /
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by: ‘\*\VQ! ha;ﬁé‘;h th n ‘*_:OL; h w(z‘l’gd _Hf” S O#FPF( S
g o [\ In
(1] Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing %( V] ‘f | l m n L’; ‘F?DYniﬂa h 4\/?2#
@ Ssubmitting comments via emall to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com A {" . i eLeJ3 OoN
® Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455 tio = CL » 4’ J
@ Mailing your written comment form to; ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist hm D) Sorve (na (L 1 ot (& Yhe
Federal Avition Admiistraion Saoond i Ny Tes] Solendts, k)ol— ’\‘D m;m hon .
j/zaé:i;ELSTEC Inc ~ AL L LA 0N 2 4
e et it 110 Lo\ i0s st e S Ao,
Annapolis, MD 21401 woeYenlls o /H’\L PdD(‘U F,Ym(a boacn eca
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action, 0\ _\, A4S AN o ] ‘ S5
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be N - \ . K .
hanored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check ‘(Y\O NHhon \QZ i "Hﬂp"‘ TEVAIEVe R R‘ 9 44’“ S Qrea ‘O«V { l’)d‘
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officlals representing organizations and |
business%@y,befdisclosed, as oell H’&A) AVC(S—H e wodd L afrect ‘H'\Q
Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates. p] i 2
[J Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law. v T N
[ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law. Vi 4"/\ LS " (11[/\ fr—\— Ol l | \ e —F[r\q \b [QS
' Auuciitable L\ﬂ «H/\o (Al !’)ld
;Iealsglgrovide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the L N ,\, (‘U/)m ‘\/ AN O VuiLyin n/L/uf\,\— | { 2 I \ \
nal EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name:'L/(aﬂ b@,{ { Q andﬁz Date: £5- 11 :}D
Organization/Affiliation:
Address: A1 5 S pﬂ?ﬁ)l’)a/ St R)MM”( A
City, State, Zip Code: Pomunsaile 1 A "1’?57/ {
Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.
Public Hearing Comment Form
1
2
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Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Joe Herrera <joe711jh@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 11:56 AM May 5, 2013
To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.
Subject: Launch Sight Comments
Stacy Lee

Good afternoon:
FAA Environmental Protection Specialist

SpaceX EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21409

I Jose Herrera support the idea of the building of SpaceX in the Lower Rio Grande Valley/Brownsville, Tx.
This Launch Pad would not only draw more attention and visitors to this area, but also provide more jobs and
opportunities in the Brownsville area bringing families closer together. I could see this launch pad possibly
exp.ar.lding the knowledge of student's and citizens in the area. The idea of a launch pad in Brownsville is RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
definitely a great one.

Dear Ms. Zee:

Thank you,

Jose Herrera This letter is in support of the development of the Spacex vertical launch site and command center in
the eastern region of Brownsville, Texas, close to Boca Chica Beach.

I'have been a fan of NASA ever since | was boy in elementary school when John Glen became the first
American to orbit the earth in 1962. The news of Spacex potentially establishing the first ever
commercial launch site, which may be located in our region near Boca Chica Beach, excites me; this is a
good thing for our community. Brownsville needs the type of jobs that will come with the development
of this launch site and | can only imagine that the economic impact will be positive throughout the
region. | know it is said way too many times but in reality this project is “for our children”, as it will allow
our kids to dream like | did when | was growing up. That maybe one day one our kids will become an
astronaut or develop a career in aerospace. It is highly possible that more kids will become more excited
about math and science because of this launch site, whatever it may be, our community will be better
for it.

Naturally | have concerns about the environment in the Boca Chica Beach area but seeing how NASA has
successfully cohabitated for over fifty years with the environment and wildlife in Florida, and knowing
how difficult regulations are today, | am confident that the right mitigation, as stated in the EIS, will take
place in the Boca Chica Beach area and that for years to come, much like at Cape Canaveral, Spacex and
the environment will grow and thrive together.

| cannot express my support enough in favor of the development of the launch site for Spacex.

Sincerely,
Chriatypler &, N

Christopher E. Hilts

6 Casa de Oro
Brownsville, Texas 78570
956.542.0616
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May 5, 2013

Stacy Lee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
spaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee:

Please consider this letter in support of the building of the Spacex vertical launch site and command
center close to Boca Chica Beach, near Brownsville, Texas.

| am a sophomore at the University of Texas — Brownsville, and | have grown up in Brownsville. As | was
attending high school 1 always thought that once | graduated from college that | would probably leave
Brownsville as there are not enough quality, high paying jobs here. Then last year | attended the public
scoping meeting for the Spacex project and | realized that maybe there is a future after all here in
Brownsville, my perception is changing and ! want to be part of something great. As | understand it, the
development of the launch site and command center will mean that high paying jobs will be created
both directly and indirectly and that our local economy will be positively impacted, that's a great thing!
New careers in aerospace will open up, new companies will locate in the area, visitors will come in to
watch the launches, new stores and restaurants will open,
Texas will change.

the whole dynamics of Brownsville and South

As in everything, there are the pros and the cons, but in this project, after reviewing information
provided in the recently released draft EIS statement, especially as related to the environment, | find
very few if any reasons to be against this project. The economic side is a no brainer, Brownsville wins.
On the environmental side, I see Brownsville winning as well. Spacex will support existing adopt-a-beach
dditional ones, they will train their contractors, employees and visitors alike
on how to protect the environment, Boca Chica Beach will only be closed temporarily, up to only 15-
hours and only 12-times a year, where the Sea Turtle inc. people will be allowed on the beach to look for
turtles and nests. The wetlands will not be adversely affected; the overall enjoyment of the beach will
not be impacted; and the local wildlife will have an advocate in Spacex. Brownsville and the

environment win.

programs and will create a

| ask that Spacex be given all the consideration possible so that they may be allowed to construct their

jaunch site and ultimately faunch their rockets.

Do 1 Uikt

Cristian N. Hilts

314 Staunton
Brownsville, Texas 78570
956.542.0616

May 5, 2013

Stacy Lee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
Dear Ms. Zee:

Please consider this letter in support of Spacex building vertical launch site and command center in the
eastern part of Brownsville, Texas, close to Boca Chica Beach.

Brownsville is ? communit_y inA need of an economic boost and with the proposed creation of this first
ever commercial launch sn'e in the world possibly being located in our region; this just may be the
ca;ta'lyst wedhave been looking for. With the creation of new high paying jobs and potentially thousands
of visitors during the launch days, the economic im i i i

pact will be great and will
. gl provide much needed

| _appreciate the recommendations stated in the recently released draft EIS for the Spacex Texas Launch
Site and after reading the history of Spacex and its founder Elon Musk, | am confident that the will
follow the recommendations stated in the report and that they will go beyond what is necessayr to
protect and enhance the environment surrounding the projected launch site. ’

We need Spacex!
Sincerely,

Kathryn L. Hilts

6 Casa de Oro
Brownsville, Texas 78570
956.542.0616

Volume lll Comments on the Draft EIS

182

May 2014



Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
Jaunch ficenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastem end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
@ submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
® Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Maliling your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
c/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and

businesses may be disclosed.
[ Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
O Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY

Name: LAkRy Hb LTzmas Date: 5‘/7/13
Organization/Affliation: __ D pwrTows)  BRownN<V/ I
Address: 24 Chlte. Cenizp

Ciy, State, Zip Code:_ R epmyntenzffe T X 785>0

Public Hearing Comment Form

P-154

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

We 1 Dawntown Bepwwsvill Abrovs

AN EnNcpovige +he, SPAcs X Plags.-

Thie Wl Beiwg Peopre To Help

Revitarize Dawwtow' s Riownev /e -

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

P-154
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P-155 P-155
- - SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Pu b"c Hea" ng Comment Form Environmental Impact Statement
SpaceX Texas Launch Site J St .
Environmental Impact Statement 47 Ny Y,
7Ln W 4 O Q ald B/j wo mn&eﬂ
40 ‘A :
The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to faunch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject fo environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastem end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.
The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:
@ Filing out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
@ submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
©® Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to; ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
¢fo Cardno TEC inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action. |
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
business% may be disclosed. \75) ﬂwv@/ 7L/ oY) JZ
Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates. an
O] Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law. IO&A‘@ UJ(’}, Eﬁ’u\""‘/
[0 Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law. [%/ MmAx [ & @/uﬂ o
WL - $59-953b <ol
Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the q S0 -7~ 7L d‘j L(_l
Final EIS. 0 7
PLEASE F;RINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name: (TAYLE H{aa//e ) Date: 6-7-13
Organization/Affiliation: Soutt iOADﬁ £ Tseanp B()ﬂ KD OF /{)EALTUK $
address: 2111 Pavce Huo  Srs A
Gy, State, Zip Code: _-Spuree (vore Lsia M TTx  7¥597
Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
) ) considered during preparation of the Final EIS.
Public Hearing Comment Form
1
2
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Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Carlos Huerta <chhc95@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2013 3:10 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Cc: aeortiz@bisd.us

Subject: SpaceX

To whom it may concern,
Hello I am Carlos Huerta, a senior at Hanna High School in Brownsville,
Texas. I am writing this message on behalf of the SpaceX project. I thinkt he SpaceX project will promote a
huge number of tourists to come see this
unique launch pad. I feel it will be known about nationwide and maybe even
worldwide. This project will be a great oppurtunity for people looking for
jobs, especially technical jobs, can throve with this project and will
bring a diverse amount of people from all around to visit. Thank you for
your time.

Sincerely,

Carlos Huerta

David C. Hughston, CIC, CPCU

Peggy Gonzalez, CIC, CPCU, CRIS

HUGHSTON | ieacs:

IN SU RAN CE AGEN CY Brock Hnghston, CISR

May 6, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

Re: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
Dear Ms. Zee:

My name is David Hughston and I am a businessman in Brownsville, Texas. More
specifically, my family has been in the property and casualty insurance business in
Brownsville since the mid 1920’s, My only reason in sharing that piece of personal trivia
with you is to demonstrate my familiarity with and commitment to, the Lower Rio Grande
Valley in general and the Brownsville area in particular.

During my family’s tenure in this little corner of the world, we have seen a number of
marvelous projects which have had a profound, positive impact on our community. Two
of those turning points have been the construction of our deep water port and the
establishment of our international airport. In both cases, new logistical technology
resulted in significant economic benefit to the community and its environs. The standard
of living improved, wages grew and suddenly, literally Brownsville was on the map.

Now, we stand at the brink of another turning point in our history.............. SpaceX!
It is my firm conviction that SpaceX will transform our area into a center of advanced
transportation/communication technology, providing cutting edge career opportunities for

our children and vibrant economic growth for all.

Please accept this letter as representing my wholehearted support for the proposed SpaceX
launch facility in Brownsville, Texas.

www.hughsfoninsuranceagency.com

46 Cove Circle » P.O.Box 8190 o BROWNSVILLE, TExas 78526 « (956) 542-4387 » Fax (966) 542-8335

Volume lll Comments on the Draft EIS

185

May 2014




Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Dear FFA,

and consideration.

Jonathan Lippa <jhnzone@yahoo.com>
Thursday, May 23, 2013 10:57 PM
Johnson, Jaclyn M.

aeortiz@bisd.us

Space X

As a citizen of Brownsville, Texas I believe that you are making the right choice when
you choose Boca Chica beach as the main area of launch for Space X. By bring Space X down
to Brownsville you will not only be welcomed with open arms and receive the support of
countless people, but also you will boost our local economy and hopefully offer hands on
experience for the aero space engineering program at our college UTB. Thank you for your time

Sincerely Jonathan Inskeep

Name: R. Isbar
Comment: Please add me to the mailing list. Thank you.
Date Received: 5/30/2013

P-159
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Johnson, Jaclyn M. Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: James <jts1709@aol.com> From: Linda Jauregui <lindaaj25@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 24,2013 4:42 PM Sent: Friday, May 24, 2013 11:07 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M. To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Subject: EIS comment

To whom it may concern, I am Linda Jauregui a senior from Brownsville's Homer Hanna high school. I want to
comment on the good idea that the space x project can be for our beloved city. Yes, it may have minor polution
problems but the benefits are so much greater for any future visitors and for job oppertunities. Many don't see
the potential in Brownsville as a great city of Texas but rather as just a border city to Mexico but if Space x

To whom it may concern:

| want to commend the authors and staff of the study for an excellent EIS report. It was exceptionally thorough and well

written. were to make their launch site here it would make Brownsville a better place.
Thank you for your time,
However, | have been visiting the Boca Chica area for about 30 years now and | did not noticed it mentioned in the report Linda Jauregui

that the area in question is subject to high sustained south winds which can blow 25-30 knots for several days at a
time. These high winds often produce sand and dust storms.(especially from Feb-May)

I've frequently witnessed sand and dust storms blowing across Highway 4 in that vicinity. Visibility can be reduced to
about 5 feet in certain parts of the site area. The high salinity sand and dust gets into everything. It can create havoc on
intricate electrical equipment.

The air out there in that area is also uniquely corrosive and high in moisture.

Many parts of that area is also prone to tidal surge flooding. The land can go under water, before, during and after a good
storm.

Is there a plan to contain the fuel and chemicals should the area experiences flooding due to future tidal surges?
Thank you for the opportunity to comment onthis EIS report.
Sincerely,

James
Harlingen, Texas
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Name: Jen
Comment: FAA,

| agreg to !oring space x to Brownsville, Texas to help establish
more jobs in engineering. In addition, allow educational growth

and development. | believe this i
. . is is a wonderful opportuni
Brownsville to flourish. PRortuntty for

Date Received: 5/19/2013
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CENTER FOR ADVANCED RADIO ASTRONOMY

May 7, 2013

Re: letter of support for the SpaceX project.

To Whom it May Concern,

On behalf the Center for Advanced Radio Astronomy (CARA) at the University of Texas at
Brownsville, I'm am writing this letter of strong support for the SpaceX proposal to build a
rocket launch site in Boca Chica beach, in South Texas. I am Fredrick A. Jenet, the Director
of CARA, the Houston Endowment Chair of Science, Math, and Technology and the Chair of
the North American NanoHertz Observatory for Gravitational Waves.

A SpaceX launching site in South Texas will create inimitable and unprecedented
opportunities for changing the socio-economic fabric of the community by:

1. Greatly enhancing existing undergraduate and graduate programs in near and deep
space exploration.

2. Attracting and retaining talented students in many areas including near and deep
space exploration, radio frequencies technology development, as well as
engineering and computer science.

3. Attracting and retaining world renowned scientists as well as talented and highly
trained engineers to the area.

4. Create synergistic collaboration opportunities between industry, research in radio
~ frequencies technologies and commercial space exploration.

5. Developing new, disruptive, technologies.

1 have no doubt that the presence of SpaceX will allow Brownsville to participate in the next
chapter in the history of human space exploration and development. 1 am looking forward
to helping our students and faculty participate in this grand vision.

Sincerely,

Fredrick A. Jenet
Director, Center for Advan Radio Astronomy

80 Fort Brown * SETB 1.320 Brownsville, Texas 78520 956-882-7151+ Fax 956-882-6726 *
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Gameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA amive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

@® submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment formto: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist

Federal Aviation Administration

SpaceX EIS

clo Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street—Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21401

Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and

businesses may be disclosed.
[ Please add my name to the mailing fist for future updates.
[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY

Name: 8{ “C ’VVW W'
Organization/Affiliation: f/l z/c/o vt
Address: / 0gl e ﬂ sue (. 4J
Cly, State, Zip Code: __/2fowvsuclle, teras, 785206

Date: {/7// ;

Public Hearing Comment Form

P-164
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement
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Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.
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Name: Tony Johnston

Comment: The opportunity to bring new technology to the Rio
Grande Valley is exciting and very necessary. As we continue to
see employeement losses in the Maquilla industries to China of
other low cost countries, the need to establish a new
employement base is required. As goverment support of space
travel had been all but eliminated by the Obama adminstration,
and the door has opened for private enterprise to step up and
management more efficiently.

The concern raised by enviormentalist is unfounded. The beach
area around Boca Chica is very similar to the conditions we found
when the space program first began at Cape Carnaval in Florida.
These space programs continue to operate for years with safe
guards in place to protect the marsh and wet lands around the
site.

| fully support and welcome Spacex to Brownsville.

Date Received: 6/1/2013
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Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Ramona Kantack <Ramona@ KantackLawOffice.com>

Wednesday, May 08, 2013 3:52 PM

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

‘Ben Levenson'; 'Jo Ann Evans'; JoAnne Williams'; 'Roxanne Guenzel'; 'Roy Bailey'; 'Scott
Friedman’

Draft EIS comments

To whom it may concern:

1.

I, and the persons copied on this e-mail, are members of the Board of Directors for the
South Padre Island Economic Development Corporation. I attended the public hearing
last night on the draft EIS.

The City of South Padre Island is a beautiful ocean-front community that frequently
markets — and is developing — itself as an Eco-Tourism destination. In fact, one of the
main assets of the SPI EDC is its state-of-the art facility and network of boardwalks
called the SPI Birding & Nature Center. One of nine World Birding Centers on the
planet, it is designed to educate people about birds, flora, fauna and the natural
environment in this area, with an emphasis on conservation and environmental
awareness.

Any project of the magnitude SpaceX proposes will naturally have some effect on the
environment. Mr. Musk has repeatedly demonstrated himself as an excellent steward of
the Earth’s resources, with respect for the environment and the living creatures on planet
Earth.

I believe that SpaceX — under Mr. Musk’s leadership — will proceed with great sensitivity
to the effects of its activities on the environment, and that it will appropriately address
such concerns as were expressed last night by the gentleman from the Audubon Society
and a couple of other individuals.

Perhaps even more important, the SpaceX project will bring tremendous resources to the
entire state, and in particular to the lower Laguna Madre area. The positive impact those
resources will have on the educational, commercial, and cultural growth and
opportunities in this area cannot be overstated.

These resources — and the ripple effect that will be felt throughout our communities from
this project — will far outweigh any marginal negative impact on the environment. Those
effects will supply our communities with even more resources to preserve and protect the
environment and its creatures.
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Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impast Siatemen

=3

ch licences and/or expnnmema! permits, Issuing faunch hcenses mdlnr expenmema) penmfs is considered a
major Federal action subject o environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
canstruct & vertical faunch area at the easiem end of Texas Stafe Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
cantrol center area to suppart up o 12 cammercial launches per yaar.

The FAA encaurages ail interesied parties to provide comments conceming the scops and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please racord your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filing out this form and dropping i in the comment box at the public hearing
(D Submitting comments via email to 2
@ Fax your comments to (410} 90-0455
@ Meailing your written comment form to;  Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Adminisiration
SpaceX EIS
¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Mote: Written comments become pari of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual cifizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. I you wish fo have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(gs) below. Please note that coniact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and

businesses pray be disclosed.
Please add my name fo Lhe maling list for fuiure updates.
[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[J Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Plaase provide comrants ro later thar June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during oreparation of the
Final £18.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY

Nama: []: B, E Date: 54/'92 @ /3
Organization/Affiiation: Re 7 “red - L{ S, TREASURY ﬂC/)A/
Address: /%alz ﬁ/ /Y\M//OC f'”ky L—A//L"

City, State, Zip Code: [ O WMS Ve, TEXRS 8L 20

Public Hearing Commsant 7
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P-168
. .
SpaceX Texas Launch sie ~ Public Hearing Comment Form
Environmental mpact Statement SpaceX Texas Launch Site
The. first time I saw Boca Chica Beach it was pristine. The waves and how they would come Env".onmental ImpaCt Statement
rolting up, some would even knock me down, was very entrancing. That was some seventy
years ago.

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX’s proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
thave personally seen dramatic changes occur to this beach and its environment. These launch \fehicles from a pn‘vate_> launch site Ipcated in Cameron _County, Texas, which would require the FAA‘(o issue
changes are greater and more noticeable the closer you are to the Gulf of Mexi X \nland launch licenses and/or experimental permits, lssuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
behind the sand dunes, you might think that nothing is occurring, but truth beex;(c:' nian I major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
these changes are repaired and taken care of by time and naturet own itis. All of construct a vertical launch area at the eastern e'nd of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby

control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

Ih'e pro&osed site Iocgtion for Spacex i? back almost one mile from the area that is the most The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
:1 nerj he. The focation would be beside Texas Highway 4 on a portion of some slightly higher Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
ground that is alm?st surroundetjl by a lower flood plain. During storms the flood plain fills up Please record your comments on this form and submit by:
W;Fh .sea-water. This treeless environment will only support cactus, small plants and grasses. . .
}\:Vl]dllfe in thelform of birds and animals are rarely found in this area. People trying to live here o Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
ave TEOSﬂV given up and‘ [_eft due to the harshness. it is hot, dry, windy and dusty just about @ Submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
EV}?W ay Qf Fhe year. Critics say that if the launch site is built here it will be an eye sore and © Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
rm-n the pristine area. However, these same people will drive right passed all the concrete i - i jali
buildings on South Padre Island trying to reach open pristine beaches north of this town, @ Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
I.n Brownsv:lle, at my home, | have created a bird habitat with trees, food and water. A hammer SpaceX EIS
like noise or the la)Nnmower will scare away the birds however, they soon return. Across town ¢lo Cardno TEC Inc,
at -my.place of business, an RV Park for Winter Texans, birds are also scared away by noise. The 275 West Street—Suite 110
noise s so ond thz?t people who are talking have to stop their conversations for thirty seconds Annapolis, MD 21401
orso. This disruption occurs when jets take off from the Brownsville South Padre Island Airport. : o -S-’ i i i i i
The habitat was disturbed but soon after it returned to normal. Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
I have "‘{ed in Brownsville all my life and have seen the changes of the environment of both honored to the extent allowable by faw. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
Boca Chica Beach and South Padre island. One was mild and the other extreme beyond words. the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
;’hz plans that SpaceX has for Boca Chica Beach are mild when you compare them to South businesses may be disclosed
adre Island. ' -
[ Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
N . . ] Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
So' when it s all said ar.1d done and SpaceX sends its first rocket into space, people will pass by [ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
this Iéunch site on their way to the beach where they will see waves rolling in, shorebirds
running along and sand dunes with sea oats growing on them. Just what | saw some seventy N
¥§aR'Z ago, a pristine beach. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
ap: Final EIS.
1. Time and nature will repair site locations,
2. SpaceX will not be at beach area per say. PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
3. Site location has very little vegetation
i i - : : ] Date: , A0,
4. Site location has very few birds or animals. Name l/lw“HU) B K nopp = ) M‘lv 7 /3
5. Site location is harsh. Organization/Affiation: /[ f w1y ewsky o¥ Texas ak Browusvilld
6. Site location an eyesore but Padre Island is not. Address: _ 32 Casa De. A AL AL
7. Rocket noise disruptions are short. ) ‘ 7 5
8. Building construction is mild. City, State, Zip Code: B"‘DWM 4Vi//f’ IX. 78571
Public Hearing Comment Form
1
192 May 2014
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement
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Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

May 2014
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9y 29 13 11:54a Lindale Medical 9565418043 .1
I
" ‘ : * Final EIS.
1
. . D LEGIBLY .
SpaceX Texas Launch Site PLEASEPRINTCLEARLYAN - . o )
Environmentz; Impact Statet 1ent : Name: {\0 VO ¥ Wrelind o Lzﬁq___—_— Dat: TUMC. 32013
: P — ,
Organization/Affifiation: L)_\b_\%__\_d&_ﬁ.&%
L am.__a ’euqisﬁ?‘/’ Deatal 'LZ”' it “i/ﬂd”'/ address: NG O v A ale O
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Thank you for yoLr comments. Plea e provide comments no fater than Ju rie 3, 2093 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EJS.
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Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: christa lopez <cflopezl3@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 5:08 PM
To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

To whom it may concern,

My name is Christa Lopez and I am a resident of Brownsville, Texas & student at Homer Hanna High school.

I am writing this e-mail to voice my opinion on building a Space X launch pad in our community. I am most
definitely in favor of this project, because I feel that not only will it produce more jobs, but it will also allow
many young people to become more interested in Astronomy and Outer space. [ also believe that by building
this launch pad here, it would open the door to many more large companies that may wish to bring their
businesses & job opportunities to our community.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Christa F. Lopez

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Kayla Lopez <kaylathereselovesyou@hotmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 23,2013 8:53 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.; aeortiz@bisd.us

Subject: Space X Launch Pad

To whom it may concern,

Hello! My name is Kayla Lopez and | am a citizen of Brownsville, Texas and a 12th grade student at Homer Hanna High
School. | am writing to voice my opinion on the development of the Space X launch pad in our community. | am in favor
of the proceeds of this project. | believe that it will be beneficial to our city. Not only will it add more history to
Brownsville, but it will also create many job opportunities for prospective engineers and scientists. It will no doubt spark
an interest in Astronomy among our community. | also believe that this project will open even more opportunities for
more potential projects. If you were build the launch pad in Brownsville it would make me very proud that | come from
such a historical city. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Kayla T. Lopez

Sent from my iPhone

Volume lll Comments on the Draft EIS

196

May 2014



Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Name: Michelle Lopez

Comment: Please consider this message to voice my support of
SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation, building a
vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastern
outskirts of Brownsville, Texas.

This project will be ideal to the region as it will create hundreds of
jobs, helping the economy and the high unemployment rate which
is currently higher than the entire state. As we attract more
workers, we're also attracting thousands of visitors to the area,
again helping our economy.

From the draft EIS, there isn't a significant impact on the wildlife at
Boca Chica Beach. This project will allow the area to stay clean and
pristine, just like Cape Canaveral.

| really hope you consider our location and allow SpaceX to launch
from Brownsville.

Date Received: 6/11/2013

P-175

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Nina Lopez <ninalpz66@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 10:56 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Cc: aeortiz@bisd.us

Subject: Brownville wants SpaceX

To whom this may concern:

Hello I am a senior from Hanna High School, in Brownsville, Texas. I am writing to show my support for the
construction of SpaceX's newest launch pad, in Brownsville. In addition to bringing more revenue to the area, it
can also possibly benefit my older brother by providing him a job. He is an acrospace engineering major,
currently finishing his degree at The University of Texas at Austin. The creation of SpaceX's launch pad, in
Brownsville, can bring my brother closer to home, versus other major acrospace firms. The poverty level, in
Brownsville, can be positively affected by the creation of many new jobs, by SpaceX. These new technical jobs
would bring a much needed and more diverse profile to the job market in Brownsville. Thank you for giving me
the opportunity to have my voice heard.

Sincerely,
Nina Lopez
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e o 000000

May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Envircnmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapoalis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Would be first private launch site in the world
600 direct jobs
Wages exceeding $55,000 per job
$51 million in annual payroll
400 additional indirect, induced jobs
Total of $71 million in annual payroll
Majority of employment from the region
Create new skill set for aerospace, aviation
12 launches per year

o 10launches of the Falcon 9

o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy
Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per
monthly launch
$1 million economic impact per launch for area
Each launch attracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and
scientists, stay for 30 days
Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to
do business with SpaceX
No wetlands inimmediate area
Cape Canaveral sits in middle of wetlands and have
successfully launched for decades

Yl oy

NAME Ve [1ee LomL
e Ceotomer SexrV
ADDRESS 30\ N entlco B1vd
PHONENUMBER Q5L -Gsz-1000 edt 101
E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable)

BEDC, contracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Blvd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 76520/ (956) 541-1183 / vvww.BEDC.com

fppz(esn‘fc&a Ve

Brownsville Econoniic
Development Council
‘www.BEDC.com

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastem outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

For Brownsville to have the following added to cur resume would be outstanding:

SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turtles and
piping plovers at Cape Canaveral

Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville [SD
Opportunities for aerospace magnet program
Opportunities for partnerships with local private
schools

UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement
SpaceX's efforts

Opportunity to create aerospace pipeline of interns,
employees

TSC could cater programs for industry

Project considered a community changer

Changs the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
County

Help attract other companiss in aerospace industry, in
furn it would create a cluster

Region could become future Space City

Could potentially see visitors center

Space museum could be possibility

instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation

Competitive

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409
RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
Dear Ms. Zee,

I'd like to present this letter to express my support of SpaceX / Space Exploration Technologies
Corporation, building of the vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastern outskirts of
our beautiful Brownsviile, Texas

| can’t begin to express how excited | am at the thought of how much the presence of the first private
launch site in the world would mean to our developing community. Not just for the internships,
business, and employment it promises, but also for the attraction of other companies in aerospace
industry as well as accompanying tourism and entertainment that will likely follow it. These too will very
likely create a vast amount of employment opportunities for our residents.

Most importantly because | can see SpaceX also bringing amazing and very valuable learning and growth
opportunities in the field of aerospace aviation to our future generations while ecologically maintaining

/ auoathﬁ}*’(aau

our sea life and beaches.

Sincerely,

Claudia Macias

Training Specialist |
1044 San Jose Lane
Brownsville Texas 78521
956-293-9978

Claudia@clau-mac.com
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Johnson, Jaclyn M. Johnson, Jaclyn M.
From: Jjackiemld94@yahoo.com From: friends_420 <friends_420@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, May 13, 2013 11:54 AM Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 2:03 PM
To: Johnson, Jaclyn M. To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.
Subject: SpaceX Cc: aeortiz@bisd.us
To Whom it May Concern, Hello,
. . o . My name is Abigail Martinez. I am a high school student from Hanna high school. I support your decision to
I'm Jacqueline Maldonado and I am writing to support the building of SpaceX on Boca Chica place a launch pad here in Brownsville, TX. I think it is a great idea because it opens jobs down here and it will
Beach. Living in Brownsville my entire life, I believe that it would be a great addition to this city attract tourism. It is also a great way to get students interested in space.
and it would bring us nothing but benefits. It would be amazing to be from a city known for .
. . . N Sincerely,
something as grand as this and I support it 100%. Abigail Martinez
Thank you for your time,
Jacqueline Maldonado
1 1
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May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Would be first private faunch site in the world

Brownsville Economic
Development Council
www.BEDC.com

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

For Brownsville to have the following added to our resume would be outstanding:

SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turtles and

.
* 600 direct jobs piping plovers at Cape Canaveral
*  Wages exceeding $55,000 per job o Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville ISD
o $51 million in annual payroll *  Opportunities for aerospace magnet program
s 400 additional indirect, induced jobs s Opportunities for partnerships with local private
«  Total of $71 million in annual payroll schools
o Majority of employment from the region s UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement
»  Create new skill set for aerospace, aviation SpaceX's efforis
o f2launches per year «  Opportunily to create aerospace pipeline of inters,
o 10launches of the Falcon 9 employees
o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy «  TSC could cater programs for industry
e Launches could altract thousands of visitors, per o Project considered a community changer
monthly launch o Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
o $1 million economic impact per faunch for area County
o Each launch atiracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and »  Help attract other companies in aerospace industry, in
scientists, stay for 30 days furn it would create a cluster
o Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to *  Region could become future Space City
do business with SpaceX e Could potentially see visitors center
o No wetlands in immediate area o Space museum could be possibility
o Cape Canaveral sis in middle of weffands and have o Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation
successfully launched for decades
Sincerely,
NAME %‘m& ) ma(‘\’\ .
TITLE '

ADDRESS \53350 QoQ)L Q;(Q)C 6(0&0”5)\]‘“@ TX 765.;2&)

PHONENUMBER QS0 -5 -\p1 2

BEDC, contracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Blvd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 78520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com

E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable) O‘\Wb m(“\fﬂé, Z/%C@ E))m\\ 0 ™M

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From:
Sent:
To:

Good afternoon,

Adrinna <andii2886@gmail.com>
Sunday, May 12, 2013 2:06 PM
Johnson, Jaclyn M.; aeortiz@bisd.us

My name is Andrea Martinez from Brownsville, TX. The reason for my e-mail is to inform you that I believe
the new launch site near Boca Chica beach will be a great addition to all of us in the lower Rio Grande Valley.
Thank you for considering us as a location for this wonderous opportunity!

Sincerely,

Andrea Martinez
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P-183 P-183
- SpaceX Texas Launch Site
PUbIIC Hearlng Comment Form Environmental Impact Statement
SpaceX Texas Launch Site | .
Eﬁvironmental Impact Statement Hell et Sy _Sore bucdalpe Markines ond L
P ’ﬂ&r)lmvﬁ Soace K An cenne 'lrb ’%fowvﬁmuﬂn L am
The FAA is evaluating SpaceX l1o launch the Fal Icon Heavy, and f reusable suborbita Pl e Moo Univeosily of Teses af Brosonl
e is evaluating SpaceX’s proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital B
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA fo issue taneliiag a5 o dseaccl  sbud e"/‘ "°1L Acecibe Rewmote
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a Commnaud  Cenker, Where oe  veumwrely asondvs] l’ﬁc ww«[lf
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA, Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would A : ) ] / ]
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby l”v/““é radic felese oPe avd dicover slaes! Siace fust st L
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year. Mve ?ﬂ Torvren ((M discav< T pwre  stars L HAN DG
The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS. ‘l’lﬂ‘c\z, > (— 2 p\,m(j{ qot /u, '(—(3 \,\ﬁﬂ”{I ’h» s 4 Umneer v
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal. . — .
Please record your comments on this form and submit by: a_5Ccpnd twue ad A/ {“’(” Tanch Tushbde fby falic
- | . , X ﬂf%‘(dﬂu\fw ot 6€f/‘/‘0"1‘1~ I <crﬁc}vw\}>(’ «}’[{«5 Mel{ewd
@ Filing out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing Lo «H« )g M 1 |
@® submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com : o = rs Srpei® . tund nests yeo o
® Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455 f‘[am .Ln er‘( o ey VV(E.SqVLf 3 in g : S’. As T
@ Mailing your written comment form to:  Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist e 6. € M/ﬁé(’): /Iv WC»( [( A (» S Lavy i«.ﬁj‘i(ﬂ\ LS
Federal Aviation Administration @l(!u/\v\,( n( \CW QN(’LM‘@- L sce vy ag W{
SpaceX EIS Y faod’ of me. §?ac¢)( A ,%munvu”I e. T wohw
¢/o Cardno TEC Inc. ’h)
275 West Street—Suite 110 I race X [QVEYd H Beonwsuille  to wale o big
Annapolis, MD 21401 ditCrence v Hee v , Lere bome. /
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the hox(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed.
[ Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[ Piease withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by faw.
Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name: \oﬁzﬂ ﬂnu\c(cp [u ',>e i"v(aﬁ&m{,z Date: IM@W/ 7 70\-5
Organization/Affiliation: __ f-c¢. uk,o Yeomoke Cpmmand C ew\,&r /-? UTE
Address: \( 52 Wds Deave
City, State, ZupCode‘ Beoasuille ' TX’ 23526
Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
Public Hearlng € tF considered during preparation of the Final EIS.
ublic Hearing Comment Form
1
2
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Name: Lizette Martinez

Comment: To whom it may concern,

| am a senior at Hanna High School and support the issuing of
licensure for SpaceX. | believe it would be a great opportunity for
students of all ages to experience this great accomplishment so
close to home. It will help students in this field of study have the
chance to observe and do hands on work. This attraction will help
open jobs for young students and bring attention to our city.

Thank you for your time

Date Received: 5/21/2013

P-184

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: S M <nevets0300@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 12:21 AM
To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.; Aeortiz@bisd.us

Hello, my name is Steven Masso. I am writing in support of the building of Space X in Boca Chica Beach. I
strongly believe that this will help our economy and our tourism. This will be a great contribution to south
Texas and will provide the youth with a good learning experience. Thank you for your time and I hope you take
this letter into consideration.
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site

May 6, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas to
create new skill set for aerospace aviation and for TSC could cater programs for the aerospace aviation
industry.

Sincerely,

7y / S
Ariana L. Mata

5087 Jovan Circle

956-203-6710

amata@bedc.com

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Mary McConnaughey <gmkodiak@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2013 12:48 AM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Subject: Draft EIS

Gale and Mary McConnaughey
21 Weems Street
Brownsville, TX 78521

Tune 24" 2013

My husband and I own our winter home in Boca Chica Village. We of course have many concerns regarding the
proposed SpaceX launch site as it will be within 2 miles from our home.

Our concerns are not only for our future here in Boca Chica Village but also for the birds and animals that can’t
speak for themselves. SpaceX will be changing all of our environments.

First concern is with these chemicals that will be used. How will we be protected? Are these chemicals toxic to
animals and birds?

Both MMH and NTO are toxic to humans and pose environmental hazard if released in sufficient quantity to
the environment. MMH is highly reactive as well, and is listed by the International Agency for Research on
Cancer as a possible human carcinogen. Because of these potential

hazards, all reasonable and feasible measures would be taken by SpaceX operators and the FAA to minimize
accidents and to protect human health and the environment.

This is another concern and if there was an explosion on the launch pad how far will the debris travel? What
about the animals and birds?

In the event of a launch failure, an explosion could injure or kill species adjacent to the launch pad or within
areas impacted by debris. However, due to the limited number of launches and the unlikely scenario of a
launch failure, the likelihood of an impact on nesting sea turtles is low. Debris scatter that could occur of the
Gulf of Mexico during a launch abort would also have a low probability of impacting sea turtles.

Fires could potentially start from an explosion on the pad, which could resultin a temporary loss of habitat.
The launch vehicle propellant tanks would likely rupture and the propellants would burn explosively. Thus, it is
possible for propellants to be spilled directly or released as a burning byproduct into local surface water
bodies and infiltrating soils to make contact with groundwater. The extent of potential impacts would depend
on the type of propellant, the conditions of the accident, and the nature of the terrestrial and water resources
affected.

On page 4-89 it states that there is no children under the age of 18 residing in Boca Chica Village and that is
incorrect as there is one child under the age of 18 residing in Boca Chica Village.
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On page 4-86 it states that hearing protection measures would be implemented to ensure the health and
safety of Boca Chica Village residents. What about our pets our cats, dogs, birds etc. What about their hearing

protection? We will be encouraged to remain indoors during a launch event??? Wear hearing protection that H H
Public Hearing Comment Form

SpaceX may make available??? What if the launch is at night will be need to wear hearing protection to bed???
SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Will we feel vibrations from a launch in our homes in Boca Chica Village? .
Environmental Impact Statement
We have many concerns regarding our way of life as we know it now and how SpaceX will change itin a
negative way. The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 8, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
. . o . launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
It saddens us that our quiet area will no longer exist if SpaceX is allowed to operate here. It saddens us that launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or expetimental permits is considered a

major Federal action subject fo environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX wolld
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

the wildlife will not be protected.
We and the wildlife will be put in potentially many dangerous situations if SpaceX is allowed to operate here.
Thank you,

Gal . . L . 5
ale and Mary McConnaughey © Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

® submitting comments via email to faagpacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455 '
© Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist |
Federal Aviation Administration }
SpaceX EIS !
cfo Cardno TEC inc.
275 West Strest—Suite 110
Annapoiis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by faw. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed.
[ Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
] Please withhold my name from public disclosure fo the extent allowable by faw.
[T Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the

Final EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name: Aelanie L. Me Crnymidk Date: 52013

Crganization/Affiiation: | Trecnos G151
Address: 0. Doy A09
Clty, State, Zip Code: _ LS Temnos, (X 71 8o

Public Hearing Comment Form
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site Johnson, Jaclyn M.
Environmental Impact Statement
From: Vanessa <nessanicolel0@gmail.com>
R i ) NN N . ) Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 2:21 PM
\/\l\/\&-\_ an_ exdi ~\\| jate) Q\P(_PCWM it ~\"\/ %\'/ SUy~ To: Johnson, Jaclyn M
Qvea. T s m‘)m-} TR Dy et and will be :cb . ge"“‘;@b“d'us
- = . ubject: ace
Fhv led oF dhe Bnal declsion o be heve in ! :

Prowpsville Teyas |
[ To Whom it May Concern,

W?W{ /a/mu/\ 1, Vanessa Medina, am writing to support the building of SpaceX on Boca Chica Beach. | believe that SpaceX would bring
Brownsville many benefits. | would be proud to say that my hometown of Brownsville, Texas is apart of such a great
program. Building SpaceX on Boca Chica Beach would be the best attribute to the city, and a benefit for SpaceX, and |
support it 100 percent.

Thank you for your time,
Vanessa Medina

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.
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Johnson, Jaclyn M.

P-190

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

To whom it may concern,

My name is Dylan Melchor

Dylan Melchor <dylthrilltrill@hotmail.com>
Thursday, May 23, 2013 10:35 PM

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

aeortiz@bisd.us

Launch Pad in Brownsville Texas

and | am a resident of Brownsville, Tx who attends Hanna High School. I've

lived in Brownsville all my life and | think it'll be great for our city to be the site of your launch pad.
Brownsville's economy could really benefit from this. Our location and friendly atmosphere make us a prime
candidate for the site of your launch pad.

With Regards,
Dylan Melchor

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: hector menchaca <hectormenchacO6@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 3:48 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M

Subject: 1 Agree

I fully approve of establishing the project space x on Brownsville, TX

It would be not on be beneficial for space x but also brownsville. It has perfect environment for the project for
it has large areas of flat land and the weather that is always constant, being no frequeny storms, strong winds,
and it mostly sunny and open clear days. This would also give brownsville the opportunity to boom in
economic status and this would be a good tourist spot to see project X.
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P-193
May 06, 2013
Stacey Zee
FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21409
RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
Dear Ms. Zee,
Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration
Technologies Corporation, building a vertical launch site and launch command center in
the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas.
First and foremost, this is such a fantastic, once in a life-time, opportunity! Personally, I
believe this is exactly what Brownsville needs. This would mark the first private launch
site in the world. To our community, and many others; this is huge!
With 12 launches per year (10/Falcon 9 & 2/Falcon Heavy), I foresee thousands of
visitors from all over the world wanting to participate or witnessing these historic, land
mark events, at a monthly basis! With this in mind, a huge, huge beneficial economic
impact follows. There would be tremendous job opportunities following as well, with
over 600 direct jobs and 400 additional indirect, induced jobs coming to Brownsville.
Wages will be exceeding $55,000 per job. This will also have a big impact on our
education as TSC could cater programs for industry and there could possibly be
partnerships with local private schools. UTB’s Gravitational Wave Astronomy
supplements SpaceX’s efforts as well. In all, this would be a community changer and
change people’s perception towards Brownsville and Cameron County.
This is very exciting! I’'m 100% on board with this program and will offer my support in
anyway, shape or form.
Si ly,
ncgrely o o
Candido A. Mendez
Newtek “The Small Business Authority”
Business: (646) 479-2416
cmendez@thesba.com
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Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX’s proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing faunch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Dratft EIS.
‘Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record yaur comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the pubfic hearing

® Submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to: M. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Speciafist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EiS
cfo Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401 |
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and

businesses may be disclosed.
[ Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure fo the extent allowable by law.
-Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensuréthey are considered during preparation of the

Final EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name: __ S nn g e [ buom— Date: S -20 1.5

Organization/Affiliation:
Address: 20 Bol Ll
Clty, State, Zip Code: {as Trrepns V3% TEIL6

3

R My prmpipon Foe ,g;(]c.,u_ X Py e I s Wi
(Apeon @ b Yaegn el e &AL\MJ\MN:J—Q N élz;(/ . —

Public Hearing Comment Form

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: brilymor@sbcglobal.net

Sent: Thursday, May 23,2013 2:43 PM
To: Johnson, Jaclyn M

Cc: aeortiz@bisd.us

Subject: Space X

To whom it may concern:

Hello, my name is Brianna Morales and | am currently a senior at Homer Hanna High School. | write this to express my
interest in the Space X program. | think it would be a great idea to bring a launch pad to Brownsville because it could
help educate children and bring more job opportunities to people interested in this program. Hope we can start this
down here in Brownsville. Thank you.

Sent from my iPhone
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Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Kimberly Morales <kimboou_10@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2013 11:22 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Subject: Public beaches

why do I have to give up my rights to go to a public beach ? public beaches are just that the public has open
access to come and go as we wish I would rather watch a launch from nasa or Puerto rico on the tv.

thanks,

Kimberly Morales

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
Jaunch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
controf center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
@ submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
@ Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
(4] Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Wiitten comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and

businesses may be disclosed. -
] Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
O Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY

Sondz MocGH
Organization/Affiliation: EQuscopal M/l <LhOD‘\
Address: -’;‘BL/ N4 ‘ (\Wi,ﬂ\ S"}" l

City, State, Zip Code: Sounisyille ), N 7850

Name:

Date: 5/7/&0[3

Public Hearing Comment Form

P-197
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

T Suppolt  Spadis X

Toc Thohutulee _oF "Roulnsiille
o Fine oppodunifies

D owr fodure  denecadion
of Senbikts!

considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are

P-197

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Hello,

Andrew Moser <MoserTbonel@yahoo.com>
Wednesday, May 08, 2013 11:56 AM
Johnson, Jaclyn M

aeortiz@bisd.us

Public Response/ Opinion for Launch Site

My name is Andrew Moser and | am a senior at Hanna High School in Brownsville, TX. | am writing to submit my
opinion concerning the launch pad site near Port Isabel. | completely support the building of Space X in this area. |
believe that this project will prove to be fruitful for Brownsville in regards to employment and public enthusiasm in

space exploration.
Thank you,

Andrew D. Moser
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P-199 P-199

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA amive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

@ submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
® Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
¢lo Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Witten comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and

businesses may be disclosed.
Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are conslidered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY

Name: QQQUNG (V\L)\’)OZ CH/IQO% Date: S )7 / S
Organization/Afﬁiiatk\an: \/Q’U’VQW @#Ab//,):;‘_,«j

Address: D00 old Qe vl {109 f -

City, State, Zip Cods/2€2 W NSv1l€ T D F L2

Than_k you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
) ] considered during preparation of the Final EIS.
Public Hearing Comment Form
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Public Hearing Comment Form

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAAls evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
{auneh vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameran Caunty, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch ficenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch ficenises and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastem end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties ta provide comments concerning the scape and content of the Draft £iS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filting out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
@ Submitting comments via email to fazsuacaeis@e: a2
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to:  Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
¢fo Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Writlen comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honared to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed. |
lease add my name to the maifing list for future updates. - ‘
Please withhold my name from public disclosure fo the extent allowable by law.
[ Piease withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no fater than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are idered during prep of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE P@CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY L

Name: __L.S) BE L /4 C4SSELL Date:ZjﬂE("siﬁ‘ 2213
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Public Hearing Comment Form

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental [mpact Statement
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Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
idered during preparation of the Final EIS,
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Volume lll Comments on the Draft EIS

;:QY—ae—amB 14:29 From: To: 14185500455 Pase:1/1 P-202
[ ] -
u
] . »
%  Public Hearing Comment Form Public Hearing Comment Form
paceX Texas Launch Site : SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement pa
_ - B Environmental Impact Statement
The FAR Is evaluating SpaceX's praposal ta taunch the Faloon 9, Faican H oyt ey ‘
- . leavy, and a variety of reusahle suborbital
::"x venicles fram @ private taunch site tacated in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to fasie The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
mg. F“e?‘riles zg‘"ﬂr experimental permits. Issulrig launich Hoerises andlor experimentatpermits is considered a launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
s n):rlruci :W n;a ‘D'fa!u:u;]aﬁ mme&v!mmnema!-vewew under NEPA.. Under the Propnsed Action, SpaceX would launch licenses and/or experimental permits. lssuing launch licenses and/or experimental pemmits is considered a
coniral canlor area s dis a:a o ; eastom °,“d of Taxas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
o s“_p_P“_ up commecfel launches per year. ’ construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
-(':hu; Fg%:nwu::;&c all lntem. parties to provide commenls coriceming the scopé erid content of the Draft EIS. control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.
Plas"é reco:]i'l your cDo'?nnmEn?:g mgo?r'ne:n"\j‘\ a;dn;? at the best passible informad decision abaut the propasal. The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS,
R Submit by: . Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
© Filing out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the publlc hearing Please record your comments on this form and submit by:
g i::':::‘go:;“:m"(‘;m&i::s cexels@cardnotec.com @ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
o Maiilng Your witien comment formto: M. Stacey . Zee, Enviranmenta) Specisis g Submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
L . Fédecal Avistion Admiristratio Fax your comments to (410} 990-0455
nistration . ) ) ) -
-SpaceX EIS ) (4] Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
clo Cardno TEG Inc. ) Federal Aviation Administration
276 West Street—Suita 110 SpaceX EIS
L Annapolis, MD 2140t ) c/o Cardno TEC Inc.
Please Nota: Wten commerts become part of the sdministratve record ‘essociated with this Proposed Acton, 275 West Street—Suite 110
:Ldrvli:al citizens may request thet their nama andlor home address be withheld from public disclosre, which wil be Annapolis, MD 21401
m:zm:)m&;::e";la’bwab'ebylﬂw'\'fwu wish to have your name and/or home-adress Withheld, you must check Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
businesses f ybe; dls:::e;m that contact information for indhviduals or officlals representing otganizations and Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
Erma lease add my ﬁametothe all g list forfuture updates. - honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
&= Ieasgw,fmhald’my namg from public disdosumtqﬂmg)&em aflowable by aw. the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
» Please withthold my address from public diselesure to the extant atiowabia by faw. businesses may be disclosed.
. . - : wPlease add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
L L Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
Pl L. R L
. Fiﬁ;g;""'d’ camments no later fhan June 3, 201?(0 ansure they &ré considered during preparation of the Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
. = Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Name: _ (O F pae:_ 5-21-201% Final ES ’ ' o
Organization/Affifiation: _ /@/er of Boanse'lle
. PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Address: (625 /Y. £gn/ér<waxr/  Dutett TISHGR : 05)&"[‘5
City, State, Zp Code; __ Plowasyille.  “TX 78520 Name: b — _ — Date: /
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

P-202

Environmental Impact Statement

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site

The FAA Is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbitat
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA fo issue
faunch licenses and/or expetimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

® submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 980-0455
O Mailing your written comment formto: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
c/o Cardno TEC inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored fo the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed.
[ Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
[ A Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
7 Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name: (qawm/
Organization/Affiliation: Lo Hesaes CISD
Address: __{,00 M. Medute”
e }
City, State, Zip Code: __|0¢ %’ramo;/ ™ 7356k

Date: 5“0 " 021D

Public Hearing Comment Form
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits Is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filing out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
@ Submiting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
@© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individuat citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and

businesses may be disclosed.
Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
E]:Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no {ater than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EiS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY

Name: FRANCISCO L ONZALE E
Organization/Affiliation:
Address: 208 Kesaca R@f'rw'[l Dl/fW,
City, State, Zip Code: __L-os Fresnes, TX 785¢¢

Date_ S ~ 7713

Public Hearing Comment Form
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site

P-204
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement Johnson, Jaclyn M.
7 ; 7/ y From: Adriana Gonzalez <adriannag35@yahoo.com>
L weleme 5/0%6 /( 7% @fﬂ/)ﬁ/’dﬂ fﬂ%”gf L beleve Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 1:40 PM
%Ad/f /Mﬁé na VCA/(/{S' {)/’0/44 /lfff Z_A// // éf a To: Johnson, Jaclyn M
/M&/’V/ s Ei{/épf féa/f L(//// Mﬂk;’ /Ae (”M/)?Wﬁ/fvf Subject: Public Hearing Comment - SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Shine in Thye 2/_S/f fmh(//m
J May 21, 2013

To whom it may concern:

In regards to the Space X launch site, I believe it would be a great opportunity for Brownsville and our
surrounding communities, as well as our industry.

I do not believe that it will have a significant environmental impact in our industry. Besides the fact that it
will give Brownsville a place on the map, it will create job opportunities.

Thank you.

Adriana D Gonzalez

55 Haynes Lane

Unit A

Brownsville, TX 78521

**Please withhold my name and address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law, and do NOT add
my name to the mailing list for future updates.**

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.
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P-206 P-206
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
H H Environmental Impact Statement
Public Hearing Comment Form P
SpaceX Texas Launch Site SpaeX lexus Loweh Side vl Yo Ha et
Environmental Impact Statement @YO\t’ ct Yo eover yeady P)\roun%vli le , TX. “This wall
— blow e eppettudhy Lovr  edyc \L’H enal Q rouuH\ QS
The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital Qas A Mo : | *
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue — 4 % ‘ d . \ L T l (o
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or expetimental permits is considered a D((“’ deCh 3 O vewnSuil] ¢ ciind YCehSp\le  Lpele !ﬂ POV
major: Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would Selas /y 0}\\5-\»‘/ tb“" wall bhe C/\L)lO ;0 [=¥s) \] - ‘xe C(,\\/ {44
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby g “\Q . T e )
control center area to support up to 12 commercial faunches per year. . ol 2
The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS. p{’ K("’ \M \l LVOLVP \ '\_‘/ \%W’W‘\SV‘\ lg’ 8! V“'}l\ \é’(l Ve '\/ v
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal. M\/\ TSN ‘\ \\@ (Z O Gva w;l@, \\JCL \ou . ‘% WSIAESSES
Please record your comments on thls form and submit by: Wil ) a o W\DO\/(’\’Y\QU\* v &_L@ \x.:\ { \ i8¢ . I
Q >
@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing QeysSc V\R\ \\/\ \J\_JZ‘.\)\:“ «\~ o | ’v{'\(\w’{ ¢ Q N aexX /(-\C\f Q NG
@ submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com i Browis Lﬂ)\ o ,—*\Q o oo i\ll\/l ‘j‘_}b DYoS peve , s
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455 ] ] i i
@ Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
cfo Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from pubiic disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may.be disclosed.
[}-Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
lla‘}lease withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by faw.
Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name: [ oe C?rt‘d\&(ko Date:__ 5-n-1 5
Organization/Affiation: {}V {1y COM?LU‘?/T S
Address: L[LTM S B O‘Jﬁ Cr-
City, State, Zp Code: B toniisville , T F55 ]
Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.
Public Hearing Comment Form
1 2
May 2014
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Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Public Hearing Comment Form

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to taunch.the Falcon 8, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles fram a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
iaunch licenses andfor experimental pemits. Issuing Jaunch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject fo environmental review. under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct @ vertical launch area at the eastem end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to suppert up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties o provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about.the proposal.
Please recard your comments on this farm and submit by:

@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

® Submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotet.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your wiitien comment form to:  Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
’ Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
clo Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401 ) . }
Please Note: Written comments become part of the adminisirative record associated with this Proposed: Action.
Individual ciizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent aliowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed. )
[ Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
[E]” Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[J Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent aliowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the

Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY v ’
Name: ‘KGJ{L» Gldar o Date: I oy2
Organization/Affiliation: ‘

Addsess: G112 Fhirs &f

City, State, Zip Code: }%/rm i

Public Hearing Comment Form

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Iinpact Statement
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Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no fater than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are

idered during prep:

of the Final EIS.
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Public Hearing Comment Form

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastem end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

o Submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment formto: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Envitonmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
‘Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box{es) below. Flease note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and

businesses may be disclosed.
[ Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
I%élease withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY

Name: A%aal ?u.m(a:. ba Date:  S5-zu- i3
Organization/Affiliation: LFEcis D
Address: PO Boy 195 )

City, State, Zip Code; L 05 .~ Tresuos S Tx. 2 856k

Public Hearing Comment Form

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement
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Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are

considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

Volume lll Comments on the Draft EIS 219

May 2014



Final Environmental Impact Statement
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P-209 P-209
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
. H Environmental Impact Statement
Public Hearing Comment Form P
gpa_cex TexasllIaunc::l :Ite t I C’O"v/’/t’ 7‘4’/«4 fu,/),/,\oHL Jhe /zmamh site -ﬂ;/ j‘lﬂnze X, /Vuy' enly C,o'fs ,4,(3 give_Ls
nVIronmenta mpac tatemen new 'nd}!nhﬂ[ (}Ob: lw?L a//aw( Qur -54“(‘(’7’4( '“\e 0,4,00/71@ +u Ja /Pu/n move_abgut
He s jonce bebind poro (pace . T edee bolreve the bonefils owtieruh any pesattues
The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital of +hy petoch
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA fo issue #
launch licenses andfor experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the easter end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.
The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:
e Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
® Submitting comments via emall to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
® Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
¢c/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name andfor home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses [nay be disclosed.
Please add my name fo the mailing list for future updates.
Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[/ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name: Nadhaniel $loa Date:__5 -7 =13
Organization/Affiliation;
Address: _ [143 W, S1. Frungis
City, State, Zip Code: __ [/ rownsville, Texas 75520
Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.
Public Hearing Comment Form
1 2
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental impact Statement

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Environmental Impact Statement 7 =
= A e e i
The FAA luating S X alto h the Falcon 9, Falcon Heav d ety of reusable suborbital Z
is evaluating SpaceX’s proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital .
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue /G"" /L 22 MI Z/Mj OZNM/ @,ga-c,c

launch licenses andlor experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental pemmits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical faunch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up fo 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

@ Submitting comments via email to faaspacexais@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments fo (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment formto:  Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Writtenn comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent aliowable by law. if you wish to have your name andfor home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed.
[J Piease add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
X' Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law. |
BX Piease withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by faw. : ‘ J

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY .
Name: /Ylﬁle)&/\/rl 97&?/&( Date: 5~/ & =13
Organization/Affiliation:

Address: &3 // 2 60('62. (’Al'(’a_ ﬁ/vc/ A7
iy, Stete, Zip Code: (3 o s Vi ll e e xas 7952/

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

Public Hearing Comment Form
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement
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Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital

launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue d/ﬂ%/ */ M/#/(J /Ol / / 4 d%ﬁ{% 4 LI //]! f

Jaunch licenses and/or experimental pemits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a L0 )/ d {ﬂhc% C / / &d /J 5{ /177 /?// //14‘ / m

major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would

construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby Ml[\%]\ﬂl\(\dﬁ};,ﬂ[ﬁ ;Z‘MM ) U )Eh{ 7{7/9\?)@%% K w(ﬂj,ﬁ()]d %CA%%// J
: t q

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year. -
. POk
/

@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
(] Submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
® Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455 N
@ Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
¢fo Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed.
[]-Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.

Iease withhold my name from public disclosure fo the extent allowable by law.
Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY T/
Name: D/)\\Qé\ U\’\O\Kq (0[ j O{Djﬁ\ Date: 5/%/6}/0/3
Organization/Affiliation: €3 f“” \ ’

address: D] /= ast ”ﬁh f/ﬁ%f 9

Ciy, State, 2p Code:_(Of TLEYIOS | Jedes | 76108

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

Public Hearing Comment Form
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May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Brownsville Economic _
Development Council
www.BEDC.com

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

For Brownsville to have the following added to our resume would be outstanding:

SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turtles and

o Would be first private launch site in the world
* 600 direct jobs piping plovers at Cape Canaveral
«  Wages exceeding $55,000 per job o Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville (SD
o $51 million in annual payroll «  Opportunities for aerospace magnet program
e 400 additional indirect, induced jobs o Opportunities for parinerships with focal private
o Total of $71 million in annual payroll schoals
o Majority of employment from the region o UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement
o Create new skl set for aerospace, aviation SpaceXs efforts
o 12launches per year «  Opportunity to create aerospace pipeline of interns,
o 10launches of the Falcon 9 employees
o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy »  TSC could cater progrems for industry
¢ Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per o Project considered a community changer
monthly launch o Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
« 1 million economic impact per launch for area County
«  Each launch attracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and o Help aftract other companies in aerospace industry, in
scientists, stay for 30 days turn it would create a cluster
o Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to ¢ Region could become future Space City
do business with SpaceX o Gould potentially see visitors center
o Nowetlands in immediate area «  Space museum could be possibility
o Cape Canaveral sits in middle of wetlands and have o Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation
successfully launched for decades
Sincerely,

NAME_.SMM\ sau'\& /\Jo.qo..((o

TITLE (5% R
ADDRESS B, Ouieds Ow Rl Ty g5
PHONE NUMBER (15%) 2.0u - 2413

E-MAIL ADDRESS (if'applicable)
S MVQW@MBD\ LCom

) . CompetitiveReady
BEDC, contracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Blvd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 78520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com
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Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Ramiro Olivares <ramiroolivares13@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 11:58 AM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M

Subject: Launch site

Dear FAASpace X,

My name is Ramiro Olivares from Brownsville Texas and | am currently a student at Homer Hanna High School, and | am
writing in the support of building SpaceX in Brownsville. | am interested in this project simply because of my pathway

into astronomy | believe it will benefit many of us here in our area.
Thank you,
Ramiro Olivares

Sent from my iPhone
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental impact Statement

Public Hearing Comment Form

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

0 Shnk dhic ' oqpadt aposchinity B Bimonsville ijs Tresies,
I o envigmmerdal {

ASATEAS (Jo‘!\\ Grise., —then i+ \eokes
Ve Ahis wiltine &%(@0.:!' @m\jc’c#.

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Faicon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA fo issue
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing faunch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastem end of Texas State Highway 4 {Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.

Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

(1] Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

@ submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to:  Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specalist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
¢fo Cardno TEC inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored fo the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed.
] Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
[0 Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[0 Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent aflowable by taw.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY

Name: Qelia Oﬁ’\i\léni Date:
Organization/Affiliation: EASD

Address:

& hos Tesnos Tk 19500
Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

Public Hearing Comment Form
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P-218 P-218
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
: H Environm
Public Hearing Comment Form ental lmpact Statement
gpa,cex-rexislli'aunclzsstlt? t /\C\( e A()’l G ffS/c/Pl/ O/ [/Uu)/zfﬁ/// Iﬁo/ %/C 148
nvironmenta mpac atemen [(7 / VWA o\\/\(i A G\./D(C\Q Lo Caf ol ld Lelieye
“Hm (‘ é O(R_C€ X m;/r/l} //u; o /d OA CL“/LC/ =57 716 /N gfhu)/l K'V’//
The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital TS 3
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA fo issue AN (A f‘UI b e (O ”QULV\J‘ ad A < On ﬂm o IZ(/ { QOr ou/ ,
launch licenses andlor experimental permits, Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a (omun e / | Soo re X wou (('{ ,0/ ovicde ©m n/() Yp1eu / AN
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would L) - 9 [ ]
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby - = (/(mf]; So ﬂl 1[0/ 7[" - ’p( — [CJ“ /% N( Furison / o0cC “L S ‘%ﬂ
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year. Wt (JV\P@(I ‘(’(Om 4;2«\ ¢ £ oc*a;f*/() 2\ a(l OpPLO, 74) 1o 74@:
The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS. SDA ce X \(Ck '/)f Qv ;i C ac X o0l Lro i r)@
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal. (rN ~ COmmmune / g S O/M e 71{1; LY ™ e n/rm q)) ch
Please record your comments on this form and submit by: A)
° Jhis prosect Gaonla SO Ja_e/w /Oro/e(f Jhe
Fllhng.o'ut this form and.droppllng itinthe commer.n ox at the public hearing En\irOnpaen \L k,/ P J}/ s A é((}n()m/( en 1[(7 o
@ submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com g Q R n / Q C F
@ Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455 - " \ E N ] L moss pninimel e vec
@ Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist e e e € 2incl L‘f cloue / ) 24 k- (’O 09
Federal Aviation Administration Ed'S 3 J Lrave accerd”
SpaceX EIS ~—!—m QQD(‘D\ 4 ﬂ/\ 7N go {_ \ AN r\‘ {2 4’%@ g(aa C/L\ woulc
c/o Cardno TEC Inc. £ \l L (
LontTenl e o @ N o . 4.
275 West Street—Suite 110 S e A peacln, Tl Kyau
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which wiill be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed.
[ Please add my name to the mailing ist for future updates.
[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
] Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by faw.
Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name: Almna Ordiz L/nona Date: 5/7/«9\0/2
Organization/Affiliation: Ipyml OASY // e Jad emm’pﬂ/ gdzco/ D/Y?INC;L / /W/mo\ 6»/7 gC le
address: 5 Casocle A 0105 _
City, State, Zip Code: Q rowns vy, /é :\: 75/59\/
Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS,
Public Hearing Comment Form
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Brownsville Economic
Development Council
www.BEDC.com

May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

For Brownsville to have the following added to our resume would be outstanding:

tumn it would create a cluster

Region could become future Space City
Could potentially see visitors center
Space museum could be possibility

scientists, stay for 30 days

o Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to
do business with SpaceX

o No wetlands in immediate area

s Cape Canaveral sits in middie of wetlands and have
successfully launched for decades

Sincerely,

nave Simon ORNZ

TITLE UM .
ADDRESS [977 Corfdon Or1 v

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastemn outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

o Would be first private launch site in the world s SpaceX already mitigating risks fo sea turtles and

o 600 direct jobs piping plovers at Cape Canaveral

o Wages exceeding $55,000 per job o Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville ISD

o $51 million in annual payroll «  Opportunities for asrospace magnet program

o 400 additional indirect, induced jobs o Opportunities for partnerships with locat private

o Total of $71 million in annual payroll schools

o Majority of employment from the region o UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement

o Create new skill set for aerospace, aviation SpaceX's efforts

o 12launches per year «  Opportunity to create aerospace pipeline of intems,
o 10launches of the Falcon 9 employees
o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy e TSC could cater programs for industry

e Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per o Project considered a community changer

monthly launch ¢ Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
«  $1 million economic impact per launch for area County
e Eachlaunch attracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and ¢ Help aftract other companies in aerospace industry, in

Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation

Name: Mark Perales

Comment: Dear Space X,

| am a student from Hanna High School from
Mrs. Knopp-Ortiz's government class. |
approve of the establishment of the launch
pad here in Boca Chica. It will increase jobs
and further increase our understanding in
space.

Date Received: 5/24/2013

———pronenomeER 456~ 36~ 7777
E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable) Simef\ér%d-w-‘ﬁm

BEDC, contracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Blvd, Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 78520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com
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:E 85/38/2013 19:16 9565463606 ROBERT L PERKINS III PAGE 01/83
Brownsville Economic
Development Council
www.BEDC.com ..
ROBERT L PERKINS, III CPA
: (956) 546-2900
May 7, 2013 OFFICE: ( } 6
FAX: (956) 546-3606
Stacey Zee
FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS cfo Cardno TEC Inc. oy v
275 West Street, Suite 110 ﬂ) p
Annapolis, MD 21409 MS, 5'72’«(4 M Jee bedt | feqkms T
COMPANY: ' DATE:
RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas %b(,(-}' L P(/{'L(mg ﬂL x Dg‘ %013
FAX NUMDER: U TOTAL NO. OF PAGES, INCLUDING COVER:
Dear Ms. Zee, (‘“0) 770 . o‘f%’
. . . . . . PHONE NUMEER: SENDER'S REFERENCE NUMDER:
Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation, -
building a vertical faunch site and launch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...
nE: - YOUR REFERENCE NUMBEIY
For Brownsville to have the following added to our resume would be outstanding: 5 ‘ T' [/h/ Z ]
prce X_TxUpet S Eniigonwair, INget Sthat
*  Would be first private launch site in the world o SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turtles and t
« 600 direct jobs piping plovers at Cape Canaveral URGENT @ PLEASE COMMENT PLEASE REPLY
o Wages exceeding $55,000 per job ¢ Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville ISD .
o $51 million in annua! payroll «  Opportunities for aerospace magnet program
o 400 additional indirect, induced jobs o Opportunities for partnerships with local private
s Total of $71 million in annual payroll schools
o Majority of employment from the region o UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement Notes/Cornmerits:
o Create new skill set for asrospace, aviation SpaceX's efforts
«  121aunches per year «  Opportunity to create aerospace pipeline of intems,
o 10launches of the Falcon 9 employees
o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy o TSC could cater programs for industry
s Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per *  Project considered a community changer
monthly faunch o Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
«  $1 million economic impact per launch for area County o . . IRS CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: As required by the United States Treasury Regulations, you should be sware that
o Eachlaunch atiracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and » Help atiract other companies in aerospace industry, In - any tax advice contained n this communication (incfuding any attachiments) is not intended or written o be used, by the
scientists, stey for 30 days tum ," would create a cluster ) recipient for (he purpose of avoiding penalties that may be imposed under the ntemal Revenue Code oy Joce) Tax laws
o Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to e Region could become future Space City provisions.
do business with SpaceX o Could potentially see visitors center
o Nowetlands in imfneqiatg area . Spqce museum could be ppssiblhty ) _ The information contained in this facsimile messuge is cliont PRIVILEGED AND CONRIDENTIAL and js intended only for
e Cape Canaveral sits in middle of wetlands and have o Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation the Mdividual or entity named n this wansmission sheet, 1f the reader vf this message is not the intended recipient, or employee
successfully launched for decades or agent responsible for defivering it 1o the intenden recipient, you ere hereby notified that dissenyination, distribution or copying
. of this communicalion is strictly prohibited. 1{ you have recejved ihis communicstion in error, please immediately notify us by
Sincerely, Lelephone, and retutn the original snessage to s at the address below via the U § Postat Service, Upon request we will
tefinbusse you fot any cost of rewsn. Thank you.
e Mviana Pue.
TITLE EXecichve Resistant
ADDRESS 5834 Paso Real Dr. Brownsville, T 78521 ' )
PHONE NUMBER 482~ 34 -4l Y 173 E Price Road  Brownsville, TX 78521
E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable) & Qerez @ thesba Ne)ig)
) ; Competitivei?
BEDC, contracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Bivd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 78520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com
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95/38/2813 1@:16

9565463606 ROBERT L PERKINS III PAGE 02/03

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

e FAA s svaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Felcon 8 Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbltal
Jaunsh vahicles from & private launch site located In Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses and/or experimental parmits, Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is consideted a
major Fedsral action subject to snvironmental review under NEPA, Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a verfical faunch area at the eastam end-of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulsvard) and a nearby
control canter area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year. ’

The FAA encourages all intarested paries fo provide comments cancerning the scope and content of the Dratt EIS.

Comments on the Dizft EIS will help the FAA amive at the best possible informed decision about the propasat,
Plesss record your comments on this form and submit by: .

‘@ Filling out this form and dropping It in the ceritment hox at the public hearing
@ submitting comments via emafl to fasspacexais@cardnotec.com
@ Fax yourcomments to (£40) 90-0455
'® WMaling your written comment form to; M. Stacey M. Zeg, Environmental Spesialist”
. Federal Aviation Administration . -
SpaceX EIS ' |
¢/o Cardna TEC [nc,
275 West Strest—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Pisase Note: Written camments become part of the administrafive record associaied with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
hanared to the exient allowable by law. If you wish to have your name andfor home address withheld, you must chock
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for Individuals or officials representing organizations and
busingsses may be disclosed. .
Please add my name fo the malling list for futurs updates. '

L1 Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by taw.,
[ Piease withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent aliowable by law.

Please provide commants no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Komzir A,

Organization/Affillation:
Address: Mﬁ////;pﬁ//‘c AT
<”:;?T

City, State, Zip Code: )(7/%0////_6 LlLL

Nerme: R bate At To RS

DESZ /.

Pubtic Hearing Comment Form

85/30/20613 1e:16 9565463606 ROBERT L PERKINS III PAGE

SpaceX Texes Launch Sita

Enviranmental Impact Statement
G200 s piemre T FBR
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Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments o later than June 3, 2013 to ensure thay are
considared during preparation of the Final EIS,

03/03
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Use our updated mailing address, not our physical propeny. Your CD was mailed to our phyvsical property
Johnson, Jaclyn M. unfortunately and who knows what other correspondence that has been bost. Tax records do not reflect this
becation as our mailing address, and unforunaiely this 15 my secomnd allempl o stay in fouch with wou

From: Maria Pointer <mariapointer@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, June 24, 2013 8:06 PM Maira and Bavlord L Pointer
To: Johnson, Jaclyn M. Musling acddress

Subject: Pointer property adjacent to Space X. PO Box 715

Hainesx, Alwka
URZTOT1S
Dear Ms. Stacey M. Zee,

Baca Chica physical address

You can imagine my surprise when I finally received a CD from you along with a recent email. Last year we £7751 State Hunfid
were informed that a small rocket launch was being proposed on the beach and we never heard much after that. Brownsville TX
I gave you our address and asked to be kept informed. Needless to say we are in total shock as to the scope and TRE21-R01T

range this facility and how it will affect our wilderness property that we have spent a decade building for our
retirement move this very year. It is an exhausting prospect to think of what our future now will not be.

We just rebuilt our home from the ground up after hurricane Dolly in 2008, and the prospect of living next to
your propellants and fuels in the next hurricane, is a good place to start asking questions. Other sad concerns
are the building and road pollution, and all the influx of activity of non local traffic displacing local beach users
of Brownsville. This is (was) a one of a kind spot and the wildlife is like no other place on earth.

I would like to start a dialogue of how you plan on protecting our home, property and lives, not to mention the
loss of view shed, drainage, traffic, invasion of privacy, noise, lights, dust, rush hours of employee's and
projects,and the list is endless at this point. Everything that is mentioned in the CD directly affects our
home. For starters:

If you widened or raise the road, we get more water shed. Does our flood insurance increase? What's the

FEMA input?

When you build directly on all three sides of us, gone is our wilderness location that we developed at our
loss. We can't replace disrupted environment or displaced wildlife that moves away or is
destroyed.

If you have an accident, we inherent all the damage and loss of wildlife, with the burden of proving losses.
If a tornado or hurricane destroys your property, you condemn our property beyond storm loss. Again giving
us the burden of proof.

To sum up the beginning of our needs, there is not one thing that is being proposed that will not effect our
property that is sandwiched in between all of your three sites. There basically is not much left of what we had
by the time you've developed all around us.

It's to extensive of a list that we need to start addressing now that we finally got some information. How could
you ignore the only property that is surrounded by your proposal? Is this normal communications? Is this how
government backed programs take over? We hope you have some explanations that can move us to another way
to work with you, other than finding a beat up piece of mail that came by way of three different

addresses. Thanks to the efforts of our Brownsville's local route carrier to take it upon himself to track us
down. Why didn't you use my Ketchikan Alaska address I emailed you last year? Or the updated new address
on the tax records in Brownsville which I've listed below?

Please call us at 907.617.5852, and we look forward to hearing how we can address our private property
concerns and losses.
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P-224 P-224

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA fo issue
launch ficenses and/for experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses andfor experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastemn end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible Informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

(1] Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
@ submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and

business%wy«be disclosed.
1" Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.

[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
O Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the

Final EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name: &,{)'TT ﬁ}ﬂ BASS Date:

Organization/Affiiation; &t S,
Adess 209 pipwelog
City, State, Zip Code: _ B/ C Lty 7RG 1S

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS,

Public Hearing Comment Form
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Name: Jon Presas

Comment: Hello, | am Jon Presas.

I am writing this to support the building of the space X launchpad in
Brownsville. | think it is a great idea to build the launchpad down
here because it would bring the boom in the economy that is very
much needed down here. | feel it is also a big way to get south texas
more involved with the rest of the nation. It would also bring more
tourism and stuff alike which is great because there is alot of space
to build and expand here in south Texas. It will also give many kids
who are unable to see much as adolescents due to problems with
money something amazing to witness.

Date Received: 5/24/2013

P-225

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. issuing latinch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up o 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by: ’

® Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

©® 3ubmitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com {
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455 f
© Mailing your written comment form to:  Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist !
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
c/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent aflowable by law. if you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed.
Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by faw.
[ Please withhold my address from public disciosure to the extent aflowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY : )
Name: £ssnmovnlda Byniceres Lonoparia date: 5/ ZO} =
Organization/Affiliation: __ L EC L SO -

address:_ 2000 N} Ao ng B vel

City, State, Zip Code: L0 oot |, T 785l

Public Hearing Comment Form
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

Vi o Ligcadbant k‘ppﬂﬁ/ witz W'gm

, ) - A I
drduts 7o geasticpa T e a ) VS
P9 ¢ prasA I ok OJ@UJ‘LJ SR YW k{
ol cteon A e oML fyen . ttonl ) W
anok” avd s aSd ) almid cth et D ol

05/31/2013 14:13 9565463606

ROBERT L PERKINS III

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA Is svaluating SpaceX’s proposal to launch the Faicon 9, Falean Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital

. launch vehicles from a private faunch site located i Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue .
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a

major Federal action subject to snvironmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX woulld
construct a vertical launch area at the-eastem end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
conirol center area fo support up to 12-commercial launches per year. . . .
The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS,
Comments an the Draft EIS wilt help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed dscision about the proposal.
Piease record your comments on thia form and submit by:

(1] Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
® Submiting comments via emal to faaspacexels@cardnotec.cam
© Fax your comments to (410) $80-0455 :
(1] Mailing your written comment form to: M. Stacey M. Zes, Environmental Speciafist
) Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
clo Cardno TEC Jnc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
: Annapolis, MD 21401 : o 1
Please Note: Writtsri comments become part of the administrative tecord assoclated with thls Proposad Action, !
Individual citizens may raquest that thelr name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. I you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for Individuals or officiels representing organizations and

businesses may be disclosed.
LI Please add my neme to the majling iist for future updates.
Please withhold my name from public disciostire fo the extent alfowablo by law.
leass withhold my address fram public disclosure to the extent aliowable by law.

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparatlon of the
Final €18, .

PLEASE FR!éT LEARLY AND LEGIBL // _ _ '

Narme; Qb @(}U/\(Lt wlls, CAA- _ pae 5/2/ /20/3‘
Organizaﬁon/Afﬁﬁa{ion: %é@v}% £ YIﬁMérlfLG\ z][‘ Cﬂf?/ Y 4

Address: 70;‘),7 WMA ' 7))"

Ay
City, Statg, ’Zip Code:ﬁ 7&42&2/' 144 /// V7/{/ //P f }L

Fublic Hearing Comment Form
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Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considared during preparation of the Finaf EIS.

TE
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Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to faunch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses and/for experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses andfor experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by: .

1] Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
@ Submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
¢cfo Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Writien comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed.
[ Pilease add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
] Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are consldered during preparation of the
Final EIS,

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY

Name: _(AoD(ce Tones
Organization/Afiiation: _/\JCr.

Address: b Ll L) leod O ledres
City, State, Zip Code: Aousaen e, Texe

Date:_H~ 7~\%

TH2N

Public Hearing Comment Form

P-228
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P-228
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement Johnson, Jaclyn M.
T . . ~ s N From: Pedro Ramos <pedro.ramos.1126@gmail.com>
Suealtk Mve 3QeteXx Vecaune T4 \r\\\v\\’\ RSPVIC I ont: Tharsday, May 23, 2013 9:57 PM
it e Qeonts ol \oMenve e R sevuoa s ua\ € T Bfawmnsyy To: Johnson, Jaclyn M
Y Cc: aeortiz@bisd.us
Subject: Space X and Brownsville

To whom it may concern,

My name is Pedro Ramos III. I am currently a senior at Hanna High School and will soon be moving on to
college. I am sending this email in order to show my support of having Space X here in Brownsville, Texas.

I believe that space exploration is responsible for some of the greatest innovations in technology. Things like
cloud storage have been a direct result of space exploration. In order to continue advancing science and
technology, we must travel beyond our borders to the vast unknown of space.

Like many members of my community, I too am worried about the ecosystem of our city. Unlike some,
however, I have full confidence in the promises that Space X has made in order to protect the environment.
After all, experts hired in our best interest must know what to do in order to avoid catastrophe. After all, what
good is searching for new planets if we can't care for our own?

The final reason I support Space X is more personal. I will be attending Texas A & M University - College
Station and earn a Bachelor's degree, possibly even a Master's degree, in electrical engineering. I love
Brownsville, it will always be my hometown, and it would be amazing if I could work on space launches and
still settle down in my hometown.

T hope that you will take my humble opinion into consideration when deciding on a location for Space X. Thank
you.

Sincerely,
Pedro Ramos III

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.
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May 6, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration
Technologies Corporation, building a vertical launch site and launch command center in
the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas.

The list of advantages includes, but is not limited to the following:
s Would be first private launch site in the world
= 600 direct jobs
e Wages exceeding $55,000 per job
= _$51 million in annual payroll
= Majority of employment from the region
s Create new skill set for aerospace, aviation
= $1 million economic impact per launch for area
= Each launch attracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and scientists, stay for 30 days
s SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turtles and piping plovers at Cape Canaveral
= Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville IS
& TSC could cater programs for industry
= Project considered a community changer
« Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron County

Sincerely,

Stéphahie M. Rendon, MBA

Client Development Specialist, Terracon Consultants, Inc.
1506 Mid Cities Drive, Pharr, Texas 78577

956-283-8254

smrendon@terracon.com
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Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Luis Reyes <Ifreyes2010@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 24,2013 2:47 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Subject: Please Bring SpaceX to Brownsville, TX

Dear Ms. Stacey M. Zee,

Hundreds of thousands of years ago there once stood a man who looked upon the sea. In the far distance he
could see the faint image of a mountain rising from the seemingly endless blue waters in front of him. He spent
several months coming to the shore early in the morning to the shores right outside of his village, and he would
spend hours looking across the water. His elders told him that in order to reach that spot of land he would have
to travel thousands and thousands of days, and only the gods knew if he could make it there. One day he grew
tired of just standing there and looking across the waters, so he set about to build himself a craft that would take
him to the mountain at the horizon. He spent months working and testing his craft until finally he was ready to
set sail. His kinsmen and friends called him crazy the day he decided to board what he called a "ship".
Nervously they all looked at him as he crossed the sea. Several weeks passed. Everyone in the village figured he
had perished, except for a small child who kept vigil at the spot where his hero had set sail weeks earlier. Then
one day the little boy saw something in the distance. At first he thought he was just seeing things. Then to his
surprise he could make out the image of his hero. The boy waved, jumped up and down, and shouted with joy as
the man and his ship came closer to shore. Astonished, the entire village came to the shore to welcome the
sojourner, who had brought back with him several fruits he had found across the waters. He told stories of what
he saw and did. These stories inspired several boys to take it upon themselves to build their own ships and to set
sail for the distant mountain. Others took to the sea as well, but their course took them to distant lands. While
some, unfortunately, met their demise while out at sea, a number of them returned with treasures and stories to
tell. And so began the process that would lead man to colonize all hospitable lands on Earth.

In 2013, to any boy or girl space is the final frontier. In Brownsville, the final frontier remains on Earth. For
them, college, a paying career, and an escape from poverty are what matters more. They look up to the stars, but
to them taking flight to explore far away galaxies and nebulae remains in the realm of distant thoughts. If
SpaceX were to come to Brownsville, I can see a youngster stepping to the "shores"' of his/her town to look
beyond and to dream of what awaits beyond the stars. It is not the economic boon or the prestige of having
SpaceX in the Rio Grande Valley that drives me to write this email to you. For me, what compels me to write
this is the chance that y'all can give the children of the Rio Grande Valley a chance to look beyond their world
and to dream of greater dreams much like the young man in the story above.

Currently I live in New Orleans. I grew up nearby to where SpaceX would set up its spaceport. Since I heard
that y'all were considering Cameron Count as a site, my heart was full of hope that y'all would grant my
homeland this beautiful gift. Give my brothers and sisters the hope that theirs is the gateway to a new world, a
new chance at life, and that they can take part in writing the next chapter in human history.

Thope that all is well with you.
Sincerely,
Luis Fernando Reyes

Tulane University's Center for Public Service AmeriCorps VISTA - Communications Coordinator for the
Latino Farmers Cooperative

Brownsville Economic
Development Council
www.BEDC.com

May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastem outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

For Brownsville to have the following added to our resume would be outstanding:

o Would be first private launch site in the world o SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turtles and
e 600 direct jobs piping plovers at Cape Canaveral
«  Wages exceeding $55,000 per job ¢ Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville 1SD
*  $51 million in annual payroil «  Opportunities for aerospace magnet program
« 400 additional indirect, induced jobs o Opportunities for partnerships with local private
¢ Total of §71 million in annual payrol schools »
o Majority of employment from the region o UTB's i tational Wave Astronomy supp
o Create new skill set for aerospace, aviation SpaceX' s efforts o )
«  12[aunches per year «  Opportunity to create aerospace pipeline of interns,
o 10faunches of the Falcon 9 employees )
o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy o TSC could cater programs for industry
o Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per ¢ Project considered a community changer
monthly faunch o Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
o $1million economic impact per launch for area County - ) .
«  Each launch altracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and o Help attract other companies in aerospace industry, in
scientists, stay for 30 days turn it would create a cluster

Region could become future Space City

Could potentially see visitors center

Space museum coutd be possibility

Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation

s Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to
do business with SpaceX

o Nowetlands inimmediate area

o Cape Canaveral sits in middle of wetlands and have
successfully [aunched for decades

Sincerely,

e G oadelape %,“”« et
TME  Dusiness Service 50 Ak
ADDRESS ML T ose. Mackl Blud e
PHONENUMBER {7 (- 37~ 8516 \
ENAL ADDRESS (aplabi) Lo © J’“‘“'( L o

[0, Browmsulle, T, To53¢

Competitiver

BEDC, conlracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Blvd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 78520/ (956) §41-1183 / www.BEDC.com
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Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

@ submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
® Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to:  Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
c/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Wiitten comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed.
Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
I Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[J Piease withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PBIN'[ CLEARLY AND LEGIBI
Name: _ TP RN WQ \ \/QQQ\ F?CS\M
Organizatlon/Afﬁhah;A: N /

Address:

City, State, Zip Code: |3\ \\E. TX

S 713

/%5 |

Public Hearing Comment Form

P-234

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement
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Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS,

P-234
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Name: Tom Robinson

Comment: The Boca Chica Beach area which SpaceX wants to use
as a rocket launch station is part of a valuable environmental zone
which will be destroyed if the government of Texas and the
government of the United States allow SpaceX to get in and have
its way.

For my part | can hardly believe that the SpaceX proposal was even
given any serious attention, considering the negative impact it will
have on such an important ecosystem which is one of the few
places still left where wildlife can remain relatively unmolested. |
have been a user of Boca Chica since 1954. The beach has
remained practically undeveloped since 1933, to the great
advantage of the brown pelican, nesting Ridley sea turtles, wildlife
in general, as well as the fishermen and thousands of beachgoers
of Brownsville.

Any intervention by SpaceX will result in harm to the wildlife and
cultural traditions of the local citizens who need a place where
their children can find economical recreation. Any purported
economic advantages to Brownsville by sacrificing its most
valuable natural recreational resource to SpaceX will be far
outweighed by the environmental destruction to wildlife and the
loss of a natural recreational area which will clearly become off
limits to the average family which presently has access to the
beauty and serenity which Boca Chica now provides.

The mayor of Brownsville, Antonio Martinez, visited the area
which SpaceX wants to develop and then made the comment that
there was "nothing there", implying that the area has no
environmental or economic value and that it is perfectly
acceptable, even necessary for SpaceX to move in. Mayor Martinez
demonstrated his ignorance and indifference toward the need to
preserve the beach as a part of the surrounding Federal Wildlife
Refuge, the goal of which is to maintain the entire ecosystem
intact. The greatest value economic value of Boca Chica Beach and
its environs will continue to be realized by leaving it as it is and not
allowing developers like SpaceX to interfere, no matter what
promises they may make.

Date Received: 6/22/2013 and 6/23/2013

P-235

May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

P-236

Brownsville Economic
Development Council
www.BEDC.com

Please consider this letter o voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

For Brownsville to have the following added to our resume would be outstanding:

Would be first private faunch site in the world

600 direct jobs

Wages exceeding $55,000 per job

$51 million in annual payroll

400 additional indirect, induced jobs

Total of $71 million in annual payroll

Majority of employment from the region

Create new skill set for aerospace, aviation

12 launches per year
o 10launches of the Falcon &
o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy

«  Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per
monthly faunch

« 1 million economic impact per faunch for area

*  Each launch aftracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and
scientists, stay for 30 days

«  Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to
do business with SpaceX

o Nowetlands in immediate area

o Cape Canaveral sits in middle of wetlands and have

successfully [aunched for decades

Sincerely,

NAME “{ZM Lob\e s

TITLE

ADDRESS 201 Meyico Blud
PHONENUMBER 45(. qg72.0000 Bxd 2102
E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable)

BEDC, contracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Blvd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 78520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com

SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turtles and
piping plovers at Cape Canaveral

Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville ISD
Opportunities for aerospace magnet program
Opportunities for parinerships with local private
schools

UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement
SpaceX's efforts

Opportunity o create aerospace pipeline of inters,
employees

TSC could cater programs for industry

Project considered e community changer

Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
County

Help attract other companies in aerospace industry, in
turn it would create a cluster

Region could become future Space City

Could potentially see visitors center

Space museum could be possibility

Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation

CompetitiveReadly
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P-238

Johnson, Jaclyn M. Public Hearing Comment Form

From: Mando Rocha <mando_bigpapi@icloud.com> Spacex Texas LaunCh Site

Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2 : .

o oo ey o 2013 LT AN Environmental Impact Statement
Subject: Launch site

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA fo issue
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastem end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

Dear Spacex

Hello there my name is Armando Rocha and | am writing to inform you that | support the area of your launch site. |am a
student at a local high school here in Brownsville and | feel it would be great to finally put us on the map. Also, the
experience of having the Spacex here would be great for those who are interested in an astronomy career plus it would

be a great monument to the city of Brownsville. | SUPPORT YOU! The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
R Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.

Thank you for listening to my concerns, . e

Armando Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filing out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

Sent from my iPhone @ submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
c/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed.
[ Piease add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
I Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIE;.J/ . / /

Name: CﬁU/V\ Dy Q AX4) (/‘Q?; Date:__ D 7/ ’ 5
- L </ i 4

Organization/Affiliation:

Address: |00 Te50Y 0 -

iy, State, Zip Code: K 0 WLIA0 V¢ {O(D | KT8

1 Public Hearing Comment Form
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement
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Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

P-238

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Danielle Rdz <danielle_rod11@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:23 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Cc: aeortiz@bisd.us

To the Federal Aviation Administration,

My name is Danielle Rodriguez, and I am a senior at Hanna High School, which is located in
Brownsville, Texas. I am emailing you to show my support of SpaceX recieiving their launch license. SpaceX
can provide many new job opportunities to the locals, can attract people all over the world to Brownsville for
these same jobs, and can raise the interests of space to many of our youths. With SpaceX many of our youths
can be given new learning opportunities. SpaceX can also attract tourists to South Texas, which can in turn
make more of our cities prosper.

Thank you,

Danielle Rodriguez
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Johnson, Jaclyn M. Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: lluuvv_22@live.com From: jreraconsulting@gmail.com on behalf of June Rodriguez <junerodriguez@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 09, 2013 10:07 AM Sent: Friday, May 31, 2013 12:02 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M. To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Cc: aeortiz@bisd.us Subject: Protection for Kemp's Ridley Sea Turtle Nesting Grounds

Subject: Graciela Rodriguez;Space X

Good morning:
Hello, my name is Graciela Rodriguez from Hanna High School and | just wanted express my excitement from hopefully

the future construction of Space X. | believe the construction of Space X will help with education and increase tourism in . . . .
Brownsville. | am writing concerning the EIS regarding the proposed SpaceX launches at Boca Chica

~Thank you for you time, Beach in Texas on the Gulf Coast. Among several
Graciela Rodriguez endangered species in that area, the Kemp’s ridley sea turtle (Lepidochelys kempi) nests

there. Since this is a critically endangered species, it is extremely important that the beach
as well as the coastal area of the Gulf be left alone from early spring until September
1. Male Kemp’s ridleys may be gathering in the coastal waters in February and March prior
to the arrival of the nesting females. Then later in the spring although eggs may be moved
to a corral by the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), there may be nests that are not
found. In that case, hatchlings would emerge and go to the water in July or even
August. Traffic on the beaches must not be allowed during from February 1 until
September 1.

If there is complete cooperation between SpaceX and the US Fish and Wildlife Service to
assure that all protections for the Kemp’s ridley sea turtles or other species of sea turtles in
that area are complete, perhaps the SpaceX project can go forward. The Sea Turtle
Restoration Project and thousands of sea turtle advocates are carefully watching the
development of this project and request that the FAA and USFWS implement all the
requirements of the Endangered Species Act.
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement
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Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 8, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital a0 Spy g_e | X
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue U = f
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concering the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filing out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
(] Submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
(4] Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
c/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and

businesses may be disclosed.
[J Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
[J Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[J Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by aw.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS,

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY N ( (02 — /

Name: i(/)LQ/U\ QO&LW 4 (’CZ/E: A%(/ ate: o) /7/' /’5
Organization/Affiliation: , - _ ’

Address: ___ | =0 O Tes0Yy ¢

Gy, State, Zi Codes 2 O ACD Vo QOO/, TX 7€ 5*7”_/\\:~

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

Public Hearing Comment Form
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Sincerely,

May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Would be first private launch site in the world
600 direct jobs
Wages exceeding $55,000 per job
$51 million in annual payroll
400 additional indirect, induced jobs
Total of $71 million in annual payroll
Majority of employment from the region
Create new skill set for aerospace, aviation
12 launches per year

o 10 launches of the Falcon 9

o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy
Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per
monthly launch
$1 million eccnomic impact per launch for area
Each launch attracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and
scientists, stay for 30 days
Constant flow of suppliers traveling fo Brownsville to
do business with SpaceX
No wetlands in immediate area
Cape Canaveral sits in middle of wetiands and have
successfully launched for decades

NaME Santic.go Roolrigue 2

TME yP of Insurence S€rvice $ : .
ADDRESS 47200 By Chicen Bhvid 246, Brownsville, Tk 78521
PHONENUMBER ¢5¢ -4/ 355 2589
E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable) j/od/l?-%é YIS Yahoo . Lom

BEDC, contracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Bivd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 78520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com

rownsville Economic
Development Council
www.BEDC.com

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastemn outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

For Brownsville fo have the following added to our resume would be outstanding:

SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turtles and
piping plovers at Cape Canaveral

Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville ISD
Opportunities for aerospace magnet program
Opportunities for parinerships with local private
schools

UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement
SpaceX's efforts

Opportunity to create aerospace pipeline of interns,
employees

TSC could cater programs for industry

Project considered a community changer

Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
County

Help attract other companies in aerospace industry, in
turn it would create a cluster

Region could become future Space City

Could potentially see visitors center

Space museum could be possibility

Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation

Competitivelaady

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ashlea rosenbaum <ashlearose77@gmail.com>

Thursday, May 23,2013 12:32 PM
Johnson, Jaclyn M.
I approve!

Hello, my name is Ashlea Rosemarie Rosenbaum and I approve of Space X locating itself on Boca Chica
Beach. It will definitely bring technological, and education advancements, that the valley desperately needs.
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Name: Kathy Roxlau

Comment: There seems to be some confusion on the number of
historic properties affected by the proposed project. ES-12
reports four properties affected. ES-23 reports five properties.
ES-28 is back to four properties. And 4-31 returns to five
impacted properties.

| think there needs to be more emphasis in the Executive
Summary that a NHL would be impacted.

Date Received: 4/16/2013

P-245

P-246
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Johnson, Jaclyn M. Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: David Ruiz <druizcisneros@yahoo.com> From: Alex Ruiz <loborocaruiz2000@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2013 10:35 PM Sent: Wednesday, June 05,2013 12:12 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M. To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.; rudyruiz1234@att.net; David Ruiz; mauro ruiz

Subject: Land owners with title Subject: Space X in South Texas

Dear Ms. Zee This email is addressed to Stacey M. Zee and all concerned with Space X,

T am against Space X because by law beaches belong to the public, and land owners have and hold rights to the My name is David A. Ruiz and am representing 125 members of the Cisneros family in Brownsville, Texas.

land where it stands all the way to the stars, and to what ever minerals are underground. We have come to a cross road with all agencies involved with bringing Space X program to South Texas
especially since these lands are privately owned by the Cisneros family. We will be in high pursuit of claiming

Sincerely these lands back from the State of Texas and all others involved since we have precedence with a Land
Purchased Title dating back to the 1700's. I further conclude that all parties involved with Space X and

David A. Ruiz Cisneros affiliates will be sued to the Highest extent of the highest courts in the land including all State and Federal
courts.

Thank you for your concern in these matters.
Sincerely,

David A. Ruiz
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P-249

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Erick <erick_ruva94@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, May 20, 2013 1.05 AM
To: Johnson, Jaclyn M

Subject: SpaceX

Hello, my name is Erick Ruvalcaba and i'm a Brownsville high school student. | believe that having the spaceX launch pad

here in Brownsville would be a great idea. It would bring many jobs and tourism for the community.

To whom it may concern
Erick Ruvalcaba
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Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
Jaunch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA fo issue
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

(1] Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

@ Submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
® Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to:  Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
c/o Cardno TEC inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and

businesses may be disclosed.
Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
O Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY

Name:‘A’\i(jC\ /E\\(abe%h SO\\C\Z&V Date:

Organization/Affiliation:
Address: O iH Mowys Ave.

City, State, Zip Code: ]5 YOWVI%\A L Lp y /fﬂXQ S

osloHin

H&5521

Public Hearing Comment Form

P-251

P-251

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement
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Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

Volume lll Comments on the Draft EIS

249

May 2014



Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Name: Estephanie Salazar

Comment: My name is Estephanie Salazar from Hanna High
school, and | support the building of SpaceX in Brownsville, Tx. |
feel it would really help us economic wise, and would bring many
tourists on this site. It would also help Brownsville get put on the
map. Instead of being seen in a negative light because we are so
close to the border; we will be seen in a new positive light.

Date Received: 5/23/2013

P-252

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Clarissa Salinas <csalinas0934@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 11.57 AM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.; aeortiz@bisd.us
Subject: SpaceX Proposal in Brownsville

Good morning. | am a senior at Homer Hanna High School. | am writing to support the proposal of a SpaceX launch site in
Brownsville, Texas. Having lived here all my life, | consider Brownsville not only my home, but also a prosperous city to
live in. If SpaceX is built here, a mutual benefit would be made.

Thank you, Clarissa Salinas.

Sent from my Windows Phone

Volume lll Comments on the Draft EIS

250

May 2014



Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 8, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses andfor experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concemning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filing out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
@ Submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to; ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record assoclated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by Iaw. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and

businesses may be disclosed.
lease add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by faw.
[ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY

Name: 1> znle/ c/ne.s Date: 5 / 7/ /3
Organization/Affiiation: (:?YDwMSU// /6’ ﬁﬂl" Y / D/ Uﬂ’, H’lqh 56/400/

Address: ;2;55 3 mDQﬁ!" —TY’-A/
Cly, State, Zip Code:_ Srewnsville , TX, TES5 R

Public Hearing Comment Form

P-254

P-254

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX s dhe opportunily dhat Reswnsille bas
77;)5 CDr‘ommL s m/;m’— /y/// b/”/)aa

(iky SDMe 7Foznsq>or Hop . THis @hmcdf will (’rea:ft
mény Jobs  and catimmea/ sopoer fes shice

ol ddlosc hools and /7/4/75(/ ools will be aé/& 4 _create

Jessens res 7o

been /})OJ‘)‘I”Q —,@ra

EP/‘DQJ"WS’ ot will InsPire chid
fearn _obout acecsspace Jechnoleqy and fraszsportadion
This can opesrs Fhe  dbors collece M/ Li/Vers |
opporunltics . Children may decide” 4 becorne a
vocke enginee” OT even in as%fonaw' The SpaceX
project (o a/ bring drurism  Fo our ety as
USitors  will wan¥ S Fwr Jhe faciiH - This 4

N oPens up ever ere Jobs- So j7e _ipa;
hew youu_look ‘af-if, Fhere 1s an_opportunity for
s@f)i educotion, ﬁ/ 7@7" dourispi - Sust Jook ad-
Us Now, we cre goipg uP sgaivst Flerlda, (eorgla,
and Puerts Rico. Such’a spad/ ciby soing up 4gal2s;
”7}’21,7[85 7%&7L é(//// //0 MV}%”d 715 ‘76% 7%/5 @rdleff
We  con 't Jef Fhis projecE 9o pnow. Fspeliall, not
with ol the herd cwork ot "BEDC , dhe  Olf, cvad
Cumneron  Couwnty has dpe - Hs Abyabons Llvaro/r
said, & we Adpn? Iy, how cwill e suceed. So

e m/)[v /a/\ue‘s%/m Shat T hove for vew spows,
will you Qe “hi's yrgfec‘% a atscel

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.
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P-255 P-255
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
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The FAA is evaluating SpaceX’s proposal to launch the Faicon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital - .
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue V\Q’\A’ yeats -~ i AT e Qe c(} olng % SE&: &
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a ]o \A\’}C\ﬁ w .-\»YY\ w7 ?/\\\QJG‘ OIV)d t UJC\Y\‘}’ }D o vk ?cr SDC\ <&
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would AL !
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby —— -2
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year. —(ﬂ\\}aed‘ g%\ TS
The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA amive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:
@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
@ Submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
(4] Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
c/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed.
Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
[J Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent aflowable by law.
[ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY .
Name: _\DeCY g&‘m g Date: YDH 7 - ) B
Organization/Affiiation: ___
Address: (A Saq;% D@e Fﬁa\)
Cly, Stae, Zip Code:__1 O D0} )
Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.
Public Hearing Comment Form
1
2
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Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Nathan Salinas <salinas_bros@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 9:09 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.; aeortiz@bisd.us
Subject: To whom it may concern.

Greetings to whom it may concern,
My name is Nathaniel Salinas, I am a high school student at Hanna High School, and i am writting in support of
the building of SpaceX in Brownsville, Texas. I believe if SpaceX were to be built in Brownsville that it would
benifiet the community in a great manner. With the SpaceX program here in Brownsville by Bocha Chica
Beach the communtiy would prosper and grow in that area. Brownsville would as well become a tourist
attraction to see and visit the space center. With all the tourists that go to South Padre Island a majority are
bound to stop and visit the space center. Well thank you for your time.
Thank you,
~ Nathaniel Salinas

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: deanna sanchez <d_ang23@live.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2013 10:48 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Cc: aeortiz@bisd.us

Subject: SPACE XIN TEXAS

Greetings

My name is Deanna Sanchez from Brownsville Texas and i currently a high school student soon to be in college
and i strongly support the building of Space X in South Padre Island, Texas. | think this would be a wonderful
opportunity to put Brownsville on the map and not just that be to help provide opportunities for those who
are interesting in subject to pursue a career and not having to go that far. Space X would also provide jobs that
are much needed in our area.

Thankyou very much and i really hope Space X is built here and not in Florida they already have disney world!
Sincerly,

Deanna Angelica Sanchez
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P-259

Brownsville Economic
Development Council
www.BEDC.com

May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and faunch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

For Brownsville to have the following added to our resume would be outstanding:

«  Would be first private launch site in the world o SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turlles and
* 600 direct jobs piping plovars at Cape Canaveral
«  Wages exceeding $55,000 per job o Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville ISD
o $51 million in annual payroli «  Opportunities for aerospace magnet program
o 400 additional indirect, induced jobs «  Opportunities for partnerships with local private
o Totat of $71 million in annual payroll schools
o Majority of employment from the region «  UTB's Gravitational Wave Ast y suppl t
o Create new skill set for aerospace, aviation SpaceX's efforts
»  121aunches per year o Opportunity to create aerospace pipeline of interns,
o  10launches of the Falcon 9 employees
o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy o TSC could cater programs for industry
o Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per «  Project considered a community changer
monthly faunch »  Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
o $1 million economic impact per launch for area County
o Eachlaunch atiracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and o Help attract other companies in aerospace industry, in
scientists, stay for 30 days tum it would create a cluster
o Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to *  Region could become future Space Cily
do business with SpaceX «  Could potentially sea visitors center
o Nowellands in immediate area »  Space museum could be possibility
o Cape Canaveral sils in middle of wetlands and have o Instill cultura of aerospace in upcoming generation

successfully launched for decades

incerely, / P
EWM&ML
/ 17
e Griaj
TITLE
ADDRESS o 9
PHONE NUMBER (500288 1y

E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable) 9 fapa <N C/(ﬁa@/a heo.com

CompetitiveReady

BEDG, contracted by the GBIC /301 Mexico Blvd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
p na 1 incoy N snm

cas 41001 oc
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Public Hearing Comment Form

Johnson, Jaclyn M.
SpaceX Texas Launch Site

From: Gilbert Salas <gsalas991@gmail.com> N
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2013 1:32 PM Environmental Impact Statement
To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

The FAA i evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
{aunch vehicles from a private taunch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses andlor experimental permits. Issuing launch licenses and/or experimental permits is considered a

To whom it may concern, | am a student from Hanna High school and | agree in having a launching pad in Brownsville .

TX. For this following reasons; working class will improve, the economical status of this border town will increase and major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
tourisum will rise. But most importantly is the natural preservation of boca chica beach. -sincerly Jasmin ponstruct & veriical launch area at the eastem end of Texas State Highway 4 (Baca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
Santibanez control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scopie and confent of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

@ Submilting comments via emall to fazspagexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
(1] Mailing your written comment form to: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
. Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
c/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become pait of the adminisirative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual cilizens may request that their name and/or home address be withhed from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed.
[+ Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.
[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by faw.
B Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 fo ensure they are ¢ dered during preparation of the
Final EIS. :

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY _

Name: (Do ~Lefing Sedew ho i Date_ 5 - B30-R0 |3

Organization/Afiiation: ({10 e g T €. xans
nddress: )4 7/~ 2 77 sk _
City, State, Zip Code: 'Hu,u-,()mj/ Wil 55055

Public Hearing Comment Form
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental impact Statement

May 7, 2013

Wee, Thends Hh zQAopMﬁu() ./UXm/ A

VD A B
)‘,;Dzl%)( ‘7/%(/&7ﬂju Aft@) > g ] MZ% Ms. Stacey M. Zee

ag. Lig. Ab - HAeca Chiéas g(}{dt,h. wea? ) FAA Environmental Specialist
Space X EIS c/o Cardno TEC, Inc.

e Caon nle oty M @/(O':LAJ 2 .
7 174 275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401

AL en Iz 'ZZg// s

Dear Ms. Zee:

This Jetter is submitted in response to the May 7, 2013, Public Hearing on the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the potential environmental impacts that may
| result from the FAA/AST proposal to issue launch licenses and/or experimental permits to Space
| Exploration Technologies Corporation (Space X). Iam pleased to submit this letter in support of
i Space X’s proposal to launch from a site in Cameron County, Texas.

Locating the proposed launch facility on the Boca Chica Beach site off of Highway 4 would be
an ideal location because of ifs close proximity to the Gulf of Mexico and because the land that
Space X will need remains undeveloped today. I am confident that Space X will conduct its
operations in a mutually beneficial and cooperative manner with respect to the environment,
local residents, beachgoers, and the community as a whole. Just as they have in other areas,
Space X’s experience operating complex launches in and around wildlife refuges and other
environmentally protected areas can lead to an eco-friendly facility for wildlife and natural

habitat.

The proposed project will be an asset to the entire South Texas region. It will inspire our local
school children to reach for the stars and focus more than ever on critical science, technology,
engineering and math studies. It could also create opportunities for programs and degrees as well
as research facilities at our local institutions of higher learning here in the Rio Grande Valley.
The Space X project will create high-paying job opportunities for local residents and stimulate
other indirect jobs. In addition, the tourism potential a project of this magnitude can bring to the
region is immeasurable.

I am in full support of the project and am delighted that this commercial company is strongly
considering Cameron County.

A

Singerest regards,

Mprha G. Sepulveda

Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no {ater than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.
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May 7, 2013

Ms. Stacey M. Zee

FAA Environmental Specialist
Space X EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC, Inc.
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Ms. Zee:

This letter is submitted in response to the May 7, 2013, Public Hearing on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the potential environmental impacts that may
result from the FAA/AST proposal to issue launch licenses and/or experimental permits to Space
Exploration Technologies Corporation (Space X). 1am pleased to submit this letter in support of
Space X’s proposal to launch from a site in Cameron County, Texas.

Locating the proposed launch facility on the Boca Chica Beach site off of Highway 4 would be
an ideal location because of its close proximity to the Gulf of Mexico and because the land that
Space X will need remains undeveloped today. I am confident that Space X will conduct its
operations in a mutually beneficial and cooperative manner with respect to the environment,
local residents, beachgoers, and the community as a whole. Just as they have in other areas,
Space X’s experience operating complex launches in and around wildlife refuges and other
lengironmcmaﬂy protected areas can lead to an eco-friendly facility for wildlife and natural
habitat.

The proposed project will be an asset to the entire South Texas region. It will inspire our local
school children to reach for the stars and focus more than ever on critical science, technology,
engineering and math studies. It could also create opportunities for programs and degrees as well
as research facilities at our local institutions of higher learning here m the Rio Grande Valley.
The Space X project will create high-paying job opportunities for local residents and stimulate
oth§r indirect jobs. In addition, the tourism potential a project of this magnitude can bring to the
region is immeasurable.

I'am in full support of the project and am delighted that this commercial company is strongly
considering Cameron County.

Sincerest regards,

Mpulve a)\i/'

May 7, 2013

Ms. Stacey M. Zee

FAA Environmental Specialist
Space X EIS c/o Cardno TEC, Inc.
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Ms. Zee:

This letter is submitted in response to the May 7, 2013, Public Hearing on the Draft
Environmental Tmpact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the potential environmental impacts that may
result from the FAA/AST proposal to issue launch licenses and/or experimental permits to Space
Exploration Technologies Corporation (Space X). I am pleased to submit this letter in support of
Space X’s proposal to launch fiom a site in Cameron County, Texas.

Locating the proposed launch facility on the Boca Chica Beach site off of Highway 4 would be
an ideal location because of its close proximity to the Gulf of Mexico and because the land that
Space X will need remains undeveloped today. 1am confident that Space X will conduct its
operations in a mutually beneficial and cooperative manner with respect to the environment,
local residents, beachgoets, and the community as a whole. Just as they have in other areas,
Space X’s experience operating complex launches in and around wildlife refuges and other
environmentally protected arcas can lead to an eco-fiiendly facility for wildlife and natural

habitat.

The proposed project will be an asset to the entire South Texas region. It will inspire our local
school children to reach for the stars and focus more than ever on critical science, technology,
engineering and math studies. It could also create opportunities for programs and degrees as well
as research facilities at our local institutions of higher learning here in the Rio Grande Valley.
The Space X project will create high-paying job opportunities for local residents and stimulate
other indirect jobs. In addition, the tourism potential a project of this magnitude can bring to the
region is immeasurable.

I am in full support of the project and am delighted that this commercial company is strongly
considering Cameron County.

Sincerest regards,

Rebekkah N. Sepulveda
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May 7, 2013

Ms, Stacey M. Zee

FAA Environmental Specialist
Space X EIS c/o Cardno TEC, Inc.
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Ms. Zee:

This letter is submitted in response to the May 7, 2013, Public Hezm'ng on the Draft
the potential environmental impacts that may

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate r !
result from the FAA/AST proposal to issue launch licenses and/or experimental permits to Space

Exploration Technologies Corporation (Space X). Iam pleased to submit this letter in support of
Space X’s proposal to launch from a site in Cameron County, Texas.

Locating the proposed launch facility on the Boca Chica Beach sitt? off of Highway 4 would be
an ideal location because of its close proximity to the Gulf of Mexico and because? the land lhat
Space X will need remains undeveloped today. Iam conﬁden't that Space X will cc?nduct its
operations in a mutually beneficial and cooperative manner with respect to the' environment,
local residents, beachgoers, and the community as a whole. Just as t‘hcy' have in other areas,.
Space X’s experience operating complex launches in ‘and aroun'd. wildlife }’ef\‘Jges and other
environmentally protected areas can lead to an eco-friendly facility for wildlife and natural

habitat.

The proposed project will be an asset to the entire South Texas regior}.. 1t Willl inspire our local
school children to reach for the stars and focus more than ever on critical science, technology,
engincering and math studies. It could also create opportunities for programs ar}d degrees as well
as research facilities at our local institutions of higher learning here in the Blo Grande Yalley.
The Space X project will create high-paying job opportunities for .local 1'e§1dents and .st1mulate
other indirect jobs. In addition, the tourism potential a project of this magnitude can bring to the

region is immeasurable.

I am in full support of the project and am delighted that this commercial company is strongly
considering Cameron County.

Sincerest regards,

Sy%};imé;b

May 7, 2013

Ms. Stacey M. Zee

FAA Environmental Specialist
Space X EIS c¢/o Cardno TEC, Inc.
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Ms. Zee:

This letter is submitted in response to the May 7, 2013, Public Hearing on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the potential environmental impacts that may
result from the FAA/AST proposal to issue launch licenses and/or experimental permits to Space
Exploration Technologies Corporation (Space X). I am pleased to submit this letter in support of
Space X’s proposal to launch from a site in Cameron County, Texas.

Locating the proposed launch facility on the Boca Chica Beach site off of Highway 4 would be
an ideal location because of its close proximity to the Gulf of Mexico and because the land that
Space X will need remains undeveloped today. I am confident that Space X will conduct its
operations in a mutually beneficial and cooperative manner with respect to the environment,
local residents, beachgoers, and the community as a whole. Just as they have in other areas,
Space X’s experience operating complex launches in and around wildlife refuges and other
environmentally protected areas can lead to an eco-fiiendly facility for wildlife and natural
habitat.

The proposed project will be an asset to the entire South Texas region. It will inspire our local
school children to reach for the stars and focus more than ever on critical science, technology,
engineering and math studies. It could also create opportunities for programs and degrees as well
as research facilities at our local institutions of higher learning here in the Rio Grande Valley.
The Space X project will create high-paying job opportunities for local residents and stimulate
other indirect jobs. In addition, the tourism potential a project of this magnitude can bring to the
region is immeasurable.

I am in full support of the project and am delighted that this commercial company is strongly
considering Cameron County.

Sincerest regards,

Vivien S. Sepulveda
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May 7, 2013

Ms. Stacey M. Zee

FAA Environmental Specialist
Space X EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC, Inc.
275 West Street, Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Ms. Zee:

This letter is submitted in response to the May 7, 2013, Public Hearing on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the potential environmental impacts that may
result from the FAA/AST proposal to issue launch licenses and/or experimental permits to Space
Exploration Technologies Corporation (Space X). Iam pleased to submit this letter in support of
Space X’s proposal to launch from a site in Cameron County, Texas.

Locating the proposed launch facility on the Boca Chica Beach site off of Highway 4 would be
an ideal location because of its close proximity to the Gulf of Mexico and because the land that
Space X will need remains undeveloped today. I am confident that Space X will conduct its
operations in a mutually beneficial and cooperative manner with respect to the environment,
local residents, beachgoers, and the community as a whole. Just as they have in other areas,
Space X’s expetience operating complex launches in and around wildlife refuges and other
environmentally protected areas can lead to an eco-friendly facility for wildlife and natural
habitat.

The proposed project will be an asset to the entire South Texas region. It will inspire our local
school children to reach for the stars and focus more than ever on critical science, technology,
engineering and math studies. It could also create opportunities for programs and degrees as well
as research facilities at our local institutions of higher learning here in the Rio Grande Valley.
The Space X project will create high-paying job opportunities for local residents and stimulate
other indirect jobs. In addition, the tourism potential a project of this magnitude can bring to the
region is immeasurable.

I am in full support of the project and am delighted that this commercial company is strongly
considering Cameron County.

Sincerest regards, g&m

Yaretzi R. Sepulveda

Tel 956-546-5313 Ext 319

NICHOLAS T. SERAFY, JR.
205 West Levee Street
Brownsville, Texas 78520-5596

nick@serafy.com Fax 956-542-404 1

May 6, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration
Technologies Corporation, building a vertical launch site and launch command
center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas.

This private launch site, one of the first in the world, has the potential to create
600 direct jobs with average wages exceeding $55,000 per job and a total annual
payroll of $51 million. When you add the 400 additional indirect jobs created by
the projeet, the annual payroll that will be generated by SpaceX and related
projects will surpass $71 million. Additionally, each monthly launch could attract
thousands of visitors to Brownsville and South Padre Island.

The University of Texas at Brownsville has a gravitational wave astronomy
program that would be able to supplement SpaceX's efforts, SpaceX will also be a
great supplement to Brownsville ISD’s STEM programs,

SpaceX will not only be an economic stimulus to our area but also an educational

stimulus, As one il the poorest, least educated communities in the U. S., SpaceX
is a project that can change the direction of Brownsville for many years to come.

Sincerg

Nicholas T. Serafy, Jr.
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NICHOLAS T. SERAFY, JR.
205 West Levee Street
Brownsville, Texas 78520-5596

Tel 956-546-5313 Ext 319 nick@serafy.com Fax 956-542-4041

May 6, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS ¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration
Technologies Corporation, building a vertical launch site and launch command
center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas.

This private launch site, one of the first in the world, has the potential to create
600 direct jobs with average wages exceeding $55,000 per job and a total annual
payroll of $51 million. When you add the 400 additional indirect jobs created by
the project, the annual payroll that will be generated by SpaceX and related
projects will surpass $71 million. Additionally, each monthly launch could attract
thousands of visitors to Brownsville and South Padre Island.

The University of Texas at Brownsville has a gravitational wave astronomy
program that would be able to supplement SpaceX's efforts. SpaceX will also be a
great supplement to Brownsville ISD’s STEM programs.

SpaceX will not only be an economic stimulus to our area but also an educational

stimulus. As one if the poorest, least educated communities in the U. S., SpaceX
is a project that can change the direction of Brownsville for many years to come.

Sincere,

Nicholas T. Serafy, Jr.

[rrRansporT, LLC]

5226 Commercial Dr.
Brownsville, TX 78521
Tel: 956-838-5500

Dear Ms. Stacy Zee

First I would Iike to thank you for considering our beautiful city Brownsville, TX for the
future site of Space X. My family, my business, my employees, my neighborhood, our
city and myself are very excited and humbled that you would allow us to be part of Space
X. T don’t have a college degree but at 44 I took a semester at TSC/UTB and realized
how important education is and when I heard that Space X was considering Brownsville
for their launch site T felt like a kid again because I know that many children will try to
become engineers, chemists or astronauts. Maybe other grown up as myself will also go
to college or go back to college to obtain a degree. Asa father 1 see the great future Space
X will have in not only my children but many children and families.

[ understand the positive economic impact Space X will have in our city and neighbor
cities, but the long term impact is unmanageable. The dreams of the children as well as

adults will become real.

T would love to be part of helping Space X to become part of the family to Brownsville,
TX.

From the bottom of my heart I extend my support to you and if there is anything 1 could
do please don’t hesitate to email me or call me. My mobile is 956-592-4986 email is

zeke.smt@gmail.com
Sincerely
Esequiel Silva

Esequiel “Zeke” Silva

Owner of S & M Transport LLC
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s Brownsville Economic
Development Council
wwwBEDC.com

May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

For Brownsville to have the following added to our resume would be outstanding:

¢ Would be first private launch site in the world »  SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turtles and
* 600 direct jobs plping plovers at Cape Canaveral
¢ Wages exceeding $55,000 per job o Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville SD
* 51 million in annual payroll «  Opportunities for aerospace magnet program
¢ 400 additional indirect, induced jobs *  Opportunities for partnerships with local private
o Total of $71 million in annual payroll schools
*  Majority of employment from the region o UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement
o Create new skill set for acrospace, aviation SpaceX's efforts
*  12launches peryear *  Opportunity to create aerospace pipsline of intems,
o 10launches of the Falcon 9 employees
o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy *  TSC could cater programs for industry
*  Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per Project considered a community changer
monthly faunch »  Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
«  $1 million economic impact per launch for area County
Each launch aliracts 40-60 enginesrs, technicians and »  Help attract other companies in aerospace industry, in
scientists, stay for 30 days turn it would create a cluster

Region could become future Space City

Could potentially see visitors center

Space museum could be possibility

Instilf culture of aerospace in upcoming generation

*  Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to
do business with SpaceX

*  Nowetlands in immediate area

«  Cape Canaveral sits in middle of wetlands and have
suceessfully faunched for decades

Sincerely,

Ao

Loant— o
mlg 2«%:(‘(\%\&, RESBENT ¥ pheuste X Buoness sf::\ :&Eas
ADDRESS DM€ Qo mwd N tost- Petic o L
PHONE NUMBER S\' ~ AM\s - @ ©8D )

E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable) e\auynk.oUoare. @ 3»0.».1‘ o

) ) Competitivelieady
BEDC, contracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Blvd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 78520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com
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May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

o Would be first private launch site in the world .
* 600 direct jobs
o Wages exceeding $55,000 per job .
o $51 million in annual payroli .
e 400 additional indirect, induced jobs .
o Total of $71 million in annual payroll
*  Majority of employment from the region .
«  Create new skill set for aerospace, aviation
o 12launches per year .
o 10launches of the Falcon 9
o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy .
o Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per .
monthiy launch .
« 1 miliion economic impact per launch for area
o Each launch attracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and .

scientists, stay for 30 days

«  Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to
do business with SpaceX

o Nowetlands inimmediate area

e Cape Canaveral sits in middie of wetlands and have
successfully launched for decades

Sincerely,

nave faie Skea<. ‘

ME P of Fswmpe. Semus ]

ADDRESS 3O mitarvio Avd Sk B Brorilie
PHONE NUMBER &2 12 - 2223 — gD

E-MAIL ADDRESS (i applicable) ¢/, Stozre-@ Tresba, o

BEDC, contracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Blvd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 76520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com

Brownsville Economic
Development Council

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

For Brownsville to have the following added to our resume would be outstanding:

SpaceX already miligating risks to sea turtles and
piping plovers at Cape Canaveral

Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville ISD
Opportunities for agrospace magnet program
Opportunities for parinerships with local private
schools

UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement
SpaceX's efforts

Opportunity to create aerospace pipeline of interns,
employees

TSC could cater programs for industry

Project considered a community changer

Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
County

Help attract other companies in aerospace industry, in
turn it would create a cluster

Region could become future Space City

Could potentially see visitors center

Space museum could be possibiity

Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation

X 7420

E
CompetitiveReady

May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

o« Brownsville Economic
Development Council

www.BEDC.com

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the easter outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

For Brownsville to have the following added to our resume would be outstanding:

Would be first private launch site in the world
600 direct jobs
Wages exceeding $55,000 per job
$51 million in annual payroll
400 additional indirect, induced jobs
Total of $71 million in annual payrolf
Majority of employment from the region
Create new skill set for aerospace, aviation
12 launches per year
o 10launches of the Falcon 8
o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy
o Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per
monthly launch
& $1million economic impact per [aunch for area
«  Each launch attracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and
scientists, stay for 30 days
o Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to
do business with SpaceX
+  Nowellands inimmediate area
o Cape Canaveral sits in middle of wetlands and have
successfully launched for decades

® e 00 000 0

Sincerely,

NAME (Q)CM’(’O &(9@0\ <

TITLE =
ADDRESS ‘3’) | exied T fegr

PHONE NUMBER <\ 273 é@\ps/

E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable)

NIV

Brownsville, Texas 78520/ (956) 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com

7 BOIK_,

BEDC, contracted by the GBIC / 301 Mexico Blvd. Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)

SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turties and
piping plovers at Cape Canaverat

Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville ISD
Opportunities for asrospace magnet program
Opportunities for partnerships with local private
schools

UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement
SpaceX's efforts

Opportunity to create aerospace pipeline of interns,
employees

TSC could cater programs for industry

Project considered a community changer

Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
County

Help atiract other companies in aerospace industry, in
tumn it would create a cluster

Region could become future Space City

Could potentially see visitors center

Space museum could be possibility

Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation

5.
CompetitiveReady
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Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Comment From: Jacob Soliz <jacobsoliz123@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 3:08 PM
COMMENTS ON PROPOSED RULES, REGULATIONS OR AGENCY ACTIONS: To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.
Subject: Project Opinion

Please approve of this launch. It will increase jobs in Texas and the space industry. Also, please

restore the funding to NASA. . . . . . N .
Hello, my name is Jacob Soliz. I am writing to inform you that I am in full support of what you wish to

MARK SOKOLOW accomplish. I believe that this project (if successful) would create many new opportunities for the people in the
ATTORNEY AT LAW Rio Grande Valley. I believe that people will take an interest in this project & may even help with donations or
338 Wedgerock with employment. This is very exciting for me personally because I've always been fascinated with Aerospace
Webster, Texas 77598 Engineering. If I were to be fortunate enough to get a career opportunity with you, it would be a dream come
http://mtsokolow-attorney.com true. I support what you are doing 100% and hope this is successful.

mark@mtsokolow-attorney.com Thank You,
- Jacob.
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May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Brownsville Economic
Development Council
www.BEDC.com

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical launch site and launch command center in the eastern outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

For Brownsville to have the following added to our resume would be outstanding:

SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turtles and

o Would be first private launch site in the world

» 600 direct jobs piping plovers at Cape Canaverat

o Wages exceeding $55,000 per job ¢ Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville ISD

»  $51 million in annual payroll »  Opportunities for aerospace magnet program

e 400 additional indirect, induced jobs «  Opporiunities for partnerships with local private

e Total of $71 million in annual payroll schools

»  Majority of employment from the region o UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement

o Create new skill set for aerospace, aviation SpaceX's efforts

o 12launches per year o Opportunity fo create aerospace pipeline of interns,
o 10launches of the Falcon employees

o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy

+  Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per
monthly launch

o $1 million economic impact per launch for area

o Each launch attracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and
scientists, stay for 30 days

o Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to
do business with SpaceX

+  Nowetlands in immediate area

o Cape Canaveral sits in middle of wetlands and have
successfully launched for decades

Sincerely,

name Diana Sofe
TITLE oAnlurd? e Actinkiny

ADDRESS 314 £ pyencie /e
PHONE NUMBER d5(,.,538. 571

E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable) ﬁ{,!{mzz @\ com

TSC could cater programs for industry

Project considered a community changer

Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
County

Help attract other companies in aerospace industry, in
furn it would create a cluster

Region could become future Space City

Could potentially see visitors center

Space museum could be possibility

Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation

BEDC, contracted by the GBIC/ 301 Mexico Bivd, Suite F1 (ITEC Campus)
Brownsville, Texas 76520/ (956} 541-1183 / www.BEDC.com
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SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA Is evaiuating SpaceX's prapasal ta launch the Falcon 8, Falcan Heavy, and a variety of reusahle subarbital
latinch vehicles fram a private launch site lacated in Cameron Caunty, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
Jaunch licenses andlor experimental pemmits, Issuing launch ficenses andfor experimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subjest to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
consiruct @ vertical faunch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Baulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up fa 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encaurages all inferested parties ta provide camments coficeming the scape and content of the Draft EIS.

Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision abaut the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filfing out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing
@ submitling comments via email to fazanaceueic@
© Fax your comments to (410} 990-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to:  Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
’ Federat Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative recard associated with this Proposed Action.
individual citizens may request that their name and/or hame address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored fo the extent aliowable by law. If you wish to have your name andfor home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed.
[ Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.

{0 Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[ Please withhold my address fram public disclosure to the extent aliowable by faw.

cardnetes.com

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name: __~D/uzeal (SRS
Organization/Affiliation:

Address: ___~7 [0 L/'A a4 5 P(\
—
Ctty, State, Zip Code: /jvf) A S Lty / el /@ g

Date: g//f)//%

L e

Public Hearing Comment Form

gpaceX Texas Launch Site
Eaviranmental Impact Statement
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Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

Volume lll Comments on the Draft EIS

265

May 2014



Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

May 5, 2013

Stacy Lee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
Dear Ms. Zee:

Please consider this as a letter of support for the development of the first ever vertical launch site and
command center in the eastern part of Brownsville, Texas, close to Boca Chica Beach.

Believe it or not but | have read the recently released Draft Environmental Impact Statement — SpaceX

Texas Launch Site and | have come away with a good feeling that this project makes sense for our

region. The fact that the beach will only be temporary closed during launch days, and the closure will be

limited to 15-hours per launch and that they will only launch up to 12-times per year, and that

;veekends will not be affected during the summer months, the people’s beach will remain the people’s
each.

Though most sea turtles do not nest at Boca Chica Beach, the fact that Sea Turtle Inc. will be allowed
private access to the beach during launch days is encouraging, and I like that SpaceX will develop certain
types of lighting for their launch site as not to attract the turtles. Even more so important to me is the
fact that SpaceX will support adopt-a-beach programs for Boca Chica Beach, will provide environmental
and wildlife awareness to its contractors, employees and visitors is great. From the EIS report, it does
look like Spacex wilf do the right thing, and | am sure that unless done correctly, the EPA nor the FAA will
not give their approval for the development of the launch site pian.

The fact that good paying jobs should be created, that thousands of people will want to visit our region
to see a faunch, the overall economic impact on our region should be very positive. And as a border
community, the change in perception that yes a high-tech company can locate in our area will be
priceless.

My wife and [ fully support the development of the launch site for Spacex at Boca Chica Beach.

Re?rds,

22 Lakewood Drive
Laguna Vista, Texas 78578

Public Hearing Comment Form
SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to faunch the Falcon 9, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
launch licenses and/or experimental permits. Issuing faunch licenses and/or expetimental permits is considered a
major Federal action subject to environmental review under NEPA. Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical faunch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches per year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments conceming the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

O Filing out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

® Submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 980-0455
@ Mailing your written comment form to:  Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EIS
cfo Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations and
businesses may be disclosed,
[4-Please add my name to the mailing list for future updates.

[ Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.
[ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by law.

Please provide comments no [ater than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the
Final EIS.

PLEASE PRINT Cl{.\EARLY AND LEGIBLY

Name: l} ehni \"ﬁlf \H’\LW\b(ﬁ Uit

Organizationiftliation: _LFCISD

Address: Po 6UX 50?‘ _

City, State, Zip Code: U')@ hre Neo ' D( ) 8(:;(1’ 'Q/

Date: ()}Q‘OI ’Z)

Public Hearing Comment Form
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Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement
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Thank you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS.

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Linda Torres <lindatorres14@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 6:32 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.; aeortiz@bisd.us
Subject: space shuttle

Hello, good afternoon my name is Linda Torres an active Senior at prideful Hanna High School. | am writing in support for
the building of Space X in Boca Chica Beach.

| am a citizen of Brownsville, Texas and I'm truthfully honored that our city has been chosen to be one of the finalists to
have a space shuttle built.

| believe this is an awesome opportunity for Brownsville to grow economically and global because this will literally put us
on the map, and will help us succeed in technonlogy and

infrastructure. | think our beach is the best place for this new invention because we have different cultural backgrounds
that will be willing to always give a hand and welcome any tourists

with a warm welcome ALWAYS

Thankyou,

Linda Torres
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Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: Miguel Urrutia <urrutia_miguel@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 04, 2013 9:09 AM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.

Subject: SpaceXin Boca Chica TX

SpaceX at the mouth of the Rio Grande valley, is what NASA is all about. In an area not known for education,
and with a lot of poor kids, the spectacle of the giant Falcon rockets blasting off will be inspirational to kids
who only think of space a something on TV. With a small foot print, and once a month flights, the
environmental impact would be less than other industries in this hard hit area, and several high paying jobs
would help the local economy. It would provide the locals with a different way to think, including the
environment, as Elon Musk is well known for his stance on environmental issues.

Keep it I'm perspective, this is a small launch pad, with once a month flights, not a big place with constant
uncontrolled burning of fossil fuels. And SpaceX is the only one looking for environmental friendly fuels for
their future engines. The companies using hydrogen are not telling how they make that dangerous fuel, but rest
assured it is a carbon intensive process. SpaceX wants to move to methane, because it is easy to burn cleanly, is
more efficient, it is abundant, requires little carbon to aquire, and it is much safer than hydrogen.

For all this reasons, the SpaceX launch pad at Boca Chica would be a great asset to the locals, and to the nation.
Sincerely,

Miguel Urrutia

Sent from Yahoo! Mail on Android

Johnson, Jaclyn M.

From: cecilia valdez <ceciliaavaldez@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 12:00 PM

To: Johnson, Jaclyn M

Subject: Comment on SpaceX

Dear FAA,

My name is Cecilia Valdez. | am a current senior at Hanna high school in Brownsville, Texas. | would just like to inform
you that | like many other residents in Brownsville completely support your program and idea. Brownsville is a small city
that would greatly benefit from Space X. If you were to decide to build your launch pad here in Brownsville, you would
not have to worry about the public being disappointed, because there would be a mutual benefit from this. | hope you
can see that Brownsville is the ideal place for your project and decide to choose this small city that is yearning for
opportunities like this.Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Cecilia Valdez

Sent from my iPhone
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Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

May 6, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas
Dear Ms. Zee,

Please accept this letter as my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies

positive manner.

Qincerely,
Janie Velasquez FE)

S
714 ijpie%ind-Way
Brownsville, Texas 78526
(956) 592-8039

Corporation, building a vertical launch site and launch command center in Brownsville, Texas.

SpaceX would create many opportunities for our children and also for the Iocal businesses that
are currently serving our community. This company would impact our entire region in a very

Brownsville Economic
Development Council
www.BEDC.com

May 7, 2013

Stacey Zee

FAA Environmental Protection Specialist
SpaceX EIS c/o Cardno TEC Inc.

275 West Street, Suite 110

Annapolis, MD 21409

RE: SpaceX Project for Brownsville, Texas

Dear Ms. Zee,

Please consider this letter to voice my support of SpaceX or Space Exploration Technologies Corporation,
building a vertical faunch site and launch command center in the easter outskirts of Brownsville, Texas ...

For Brownsville to have the following added to our resume would be outstanding:

o Would be first private faunch site in the world «  SpaceX already mitigating risks to sea turtles and
o 800 direct jobs piping plovers at Cape Canaveral
s Wages exceeding $55,000 per job ¢ Falls within the STEM program of Brownsville ISD
o $51 million in annual payroll »  Opportunities for aerospace magnet program
o 400 additional indirect, induced jobs o Opportunities for partnerships with local private
e Total of $71 million in annual payrolt schools
s Majority of employment from the region o UTB's Gravitational Wave Astronomy supplement
»  Create new skl set for aerospace, aviation SpaceXs efforts
o 12launches per year «  Opporlunity to create aerospace pipeline of intems,
o 10 launches of the Falcon 9 employees
o 2launches of the Falcon Heavy e TSC could cater programs for industry
e Launches could attract thousands of visitors, per o Project considered a community changer
monthly launch o Change the perception of Brownsville and Cameron
o $1 million economic impact per launch for area County
o Eachlaunch attracts 40-60 engineers, technicians and o Help attract other companies in aerospace industry, in
scientists, stay for 30 days turn it would create a cluster

Region could become future Space City

Could potentially see visitors center

Space museum could be possibility

Instill culture of aerospace in upcoming generation

o Constant flow of suppliers traveling to Brownsville to
do business with SpaceX

o Nowetlands inimmediate area

o Cape Canaveral sits in middle of wetlands and have
successfully launched for decades

E et

NAME Qmav Vilfa m;ew‘a ot £
TE Asspci ate of Me~claf Sewvices ~
ADDRESS (Howe) 205~ Parle <t Lrowemsgutlle, TX 775520
PHONENUMBER (a5¢) 26¢ -238 5 (eell)

E-MAIL ADDRESS (if applicable)

CompetitiveReady
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Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Public Hearing Comment Form

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental Impact Statement

The FAA is evaluating SpaceX's proposal to launch the Falcon 8, Falcon Heavy, and a variety of reusable suborbital
launch vehicles from a private launch site located in Cameron County, Texas, which would require the FAA to issue
faunch licenses and/or experimental permits. issuing launch licenses and/or expetimental permits is considered a
major Federal action-subject to environmental review under NEPA, Under the Proposed Action, SpaceX would
construct a vertical launch area at the eastern end of Texas State Highway 4 (Boca Chica Boulevard) and a nearby
control center area to support up to 12 commercial launches pe year.

The FAA encourages all interested parties to provide comments concerning the scope and content of the Draft EIS.
Comments on the Draft EIS will help the FAA arrive at the best possible informed decision about the proposal.
Please record your comments on this form and submit by:

@ Filling out this form and dropping it in the comment box at the public hearing

® Submitting comments via email to faaspacexeis@cardnotec.com
© Fax your comments to (410) 990-0455
@ Mailing your written commentformfo: ~ Ms. Stacey M. Zee, Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
SpaceX EtS
¢/o Cardno TEC Inc.
275 West Street—Suite 110
Annapolis, MD 21401
Please Note: Written comments become part of the administrative record associated with this Proposed Action.
Individual citizens may request that their name and/or home address be withheld from public disclosure, which will be
honored to the extent aflowable by law. If you wish to have your name and/or home address withheld, you must check
the box(es) below. Please note that contact information for individuals or officials representing organizations “and
businesses may be disclosed.
[ Please add my name to the maifing list for future updates.
[0 Please withhold my name from public disclosure to the extent altowable by law.
[ Please withhold my address from public disclosure to the extent allowable by faw.

Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are considered during preparation of the

Final EIS.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
Name; "Erzlp}x R \livvee j Date: S ~20 ~IX

Organization/Affiiation: fos Frsnee (ITSD
Address; __P. D . Rox IX0F
Ciy, State, Zp Code: Log o poc. 79X 7L Lo

Public Hearing Comment Form

SpaceX Texas Launch Site
Environmental impact Statement
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Than}( you for your comments. Please provide comments no later than June 3, 2013 to ensure they are
considered during preparation of the Final EIS,
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Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Johnson, Jaclyn M. Johnson, Jaclyn M.
From: Waldo Villarreal <w.villarreal20@hotmail.com> From: Andrea <andrealejandra67@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2013 5:32 PM Sent: Friday, May 24, 2013 12:28 PM
To: Johnson, Jaclyn M.; aeortiz@bisd.us To: Johnson, Jaclyn M
Subject: Space X project in Brownsville Cc: aeortiz@bisd.us
Subject: Space X

To whom it may concern,

Hello my name is Andrea Virgen and | attend Hanna High School. | am writing in accordance with my support for the
Hello there! My name is Waldo Villarreal. I'm a student at Homer Hanna High School in Brownsville, Texas. building of Space X. | believe it would provide great opportunities for future generations, and that is something |
Personally, | think that this is a great opportunity for Brownsville to put itself in the map and this Space would've greatly appreciated as a student.
program will most definitely do that. It would benefit Brownsville so much because it would give Brownsville
much more popularity and would therefore attract more people to Brownsville. It's a great opportunity for
Brownsville and | believe that this is Brownsville's chance to really become a better known city. Thank you for
your time and | really hope that you choose Brownsville as the city where Space X will be located.

Thank you for your time,
Andrea Virgen

Best regards,
- Waldo Villarreal
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Final Environmental Impact Statement
SpaceX Texas Launch Site

P-290 P-291
Name: T. Whelan
Comment: How are you related to the FAA? Did they hire your firm
to conduct the EIS?
Date Received: 5/2/2013
272 May 2014
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Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

Johnson, Jaclyn M. Johnson, Jaclyn M.
From: Perla Yanez <perlarl8@gmail.com> From: Juan Yu <juanpabloyu@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 08, 2013 2:20 PM Sent: Thursday, May 16, 2013 8:28 PM
To: Johnson, Jaclyn M. To: Johnson, Jaclyn M
Subject: Space X Cc: aeortiz@bisd.us

Subject: SpaceX EIS

Perla yanez

I support the building of space x in that it will also help the natural habitat become preserved because they have To whomever it may concern,

to help maintain the launch pad safe. Hello, my name is Juan Pablo Yu. I'm a current resident of Brownsville, Texas and a student of Hanna High
School. I believe that if you do decide to build your launch site in Brownsville, it will be a benefit to, both,
SpaceX EIS and to Brownsville. The city needs something innovative. Therefore, if the launch site is built in
Brownsville, the fervor in the community would cause excitement;hence, there would be an exponential amount
of support and aid in this project. So please consider Brownsville to build your launching site.

Thank you for your time, Juan Pablo Yu
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Final Environmental Impact Statement

SpaceX Texas Launch Site

P-294
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