
 

SPACEPORT CAMDEN  

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT  

CAMDEN COUNTY, GEORGIA 

 PUBLIC HEARING SUMMARY REPORT  
 

 

 

December 2018 

 

Prepared for: 

Federal Aviation Administration  

Office of Commercial Space Transportation 

 

 



 

This page intentionally left blank. 



Spaceport Camden Draft EIS 

Final Public Hearing Summary Report 

December 2018  i 
  

Table of Contents 

1.0 INTRODUCTION .................................................................................................................................. 1 

2.0 PUBLIC REVIEW AND HEARING PROCESS ........................................................................................ 2 

2.1 Public Hearing Objectives ....................................................................................................... 2 
2.2 Public Hearing Format and Attendance ................................................................................... 3 

3.0 PUBLIC HEARING NOTIFICATION MATERIALS ................................................................................ 5 

3.1 Postcards, Emails, and Flyers .................................................................................................. 5 
3.2 Newspaper Display Advertisements ........................................................................................ 5 
3.3 Public Service Announcement ................................................................................................. 6 
3.4 Project Website ........................................................................................................................ 6 

4.0 PUBLIC HEARING INFORMATIONAL MATERIALS ............................................................................ 6 

4.1 Poster Displays ........................................................................................................................ 6 
4.2 Handout ................................................................................................................................... 7 
4.3 FAA Presentation .................................................................................................................... 7 

5.0 MEDIA COVERAGE ............................................................................................................................. 8 

6.0 PUBLIC COMMENTS ........................................................................................................................... 9 

 

List of Tables 

Table 2-1.  Public Hearing Attendance and Comments Received .......................................................................... 4 

Table 3-1.  Display Advertisements Placed for Public Hearings ............................................................................ 5 

Table 5-1.  Public Hearing and Draft EIS Media Coverage ..................................................................................... 8 

 

List of Appendices 

Appendix A – Draft EIS Notice of Availability 

Appendix B – Draft EIS Delivery/Notification Letters and Distribution List 

Appendix C – Public Hearing Notification Materials 

Appendix D – Sign-in Cards and Media Sign-in Sheets 

Appendix E – Public Hearing Materials 

Appendix F – Public Hearing Transcripts and Comments Submitted at Public Hearings 

Appendix G – Public Hearing and Draft EIS Media Coverage 



Spaceport Camden Draft EIS 

Final Public Hearing Summary Report 

ii   December 2018 
  

 

Acronyms and Abbreviations 

AST Office of Commercial Space Transportation 

Camden County Camden County Board of Commissioners 

CD compact disc 

CEQ Council on Environmental Quality 

EIS Environmental Impact Statement 

FAA Federal Aviation Administration 

NEPA National Environmental Policy Act 

NOA Notice of Availability 

PSA public service announcement 

U.S.C. United States Code 

 

  



Spaceport Camden Draft EIS 

Final Public Hearing Summary Report 

December 2018  1 
  

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Office of Commercial Space Transportation (AST) 

prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the potential environmental 

impacts that may result if FAA issues a Launch Site Operator License to the Camden County 

Board of Commissioners (Camden County) to operate a commercial space launch site, called 

Spaceport Camden, on the Atlantic seaboard in Camden County, Georgia.  A Notice of 

Availability (NOA) for the Draft EIS was published in the Federal Register on Friday, March 

16, 2018. 

This document summarizes the results from the public hearings conducted following the 

publication and distribution of the Draft EIS.  Public hearings are a required by the Council on 

Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations on implementing the National Environmental Policy 

Act (NEPA) (42 United States Code [U.S.C.] §§ 4321-4335).  FAA Order 1050.F, 

Environmental Impacts: Policies and Procedures, provides policies and procedures to ensure 

agency compliance with NEPA, CEQ regulations, and Department of Transportation order 

5610.C, Procedures for Considering Environmental Impacts, including the public hearing 

process.  This Public Hearing Summary Report is organized as follows: 

 Section 1 – Introduces and describes this Public Hearing Summary Report 

 Section 2  – Details the public review and hearing process 

 Section 3 – Describes the notification methods used to advertise the public hearings 

 Section 4 – Describes informational materials utilized and distributed at the public 

hearings 

 Section 5  – Provides a list of media coverage of the Draft EIS and public hearings 

 Section 6  – Provides a synopsis of the comments received at the public hearings 

 Appendix A – Draft EIS Notice of Availability 

 Appendix B – Draft EIS Delivery/Notification Letters and Distribution List 

 Appendix C – Public Hearing Notification Materials 

 Appendix D – Sign-in Cards and Media Sign-in Sheets 

 Appendix E – Public Hearing Materials (Posters, Brochure, Presentation, etc.) 

 Appendix F – Public Hearing Transcripts and Written Comments Submitted at Public 

Hearings 
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2.0 PUBLIC REVIEW AND HEARING PROCESS 

The public review process was initiated with the availability of the Draft EIS on March 9, 2018 

(the Draft EIS was distributed a week prior to the publication of the Notice of Availability) and 

officially when the NOA for the Draft EIS was published in the Federal Register on Friday, 

March 16, 2018 (Appendix A).   

The Draft EIS was posted for public review on the internet at the FAA Office of Commercial 

Space Transportation (FAA/AST) website (https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_ 

offices/ast/environmental/nepa_docs/review/documents_progress/camden_spaceport/ ). 

An email (eblast) announcing availability of the Draft EIS, dates and location of the public 

hearings, and a list of repositories was sent by FAA on March 8, 2018, to approximately 1,150 

recipients on the project mailing list.  In addition, FAA distributed either a CD, or hard copy 

containing a CD, of the Draft EIS to individuals who requested a copy and to agencies, officials, 

and repositories on the EIS distribution list (Appendix B). Copies of EIS distribution letters sent 

to the public, agencies, elected officials, and tribal entities can be found in Appendix B.  To 

facilitate public review of the Draft EIS, hard copies were mailed to the following libraries in 

southeastern Georgia, which were listed in all publicly released materials for notification of Draft 

EIS availability and public hearings: 

 Camden County Public Library, 1410 Georgia Highway 40, Kingsland  

 St. Marys Public Library, 100 Herb Bauer Drive, St. Marys  

 Brunswick-Glynn County Library, 208 Gloucester Street, Brunswick  

 St. Simons Island Public Library, 530A Beachview Drive, St. Simons Island 

 Bryan Lang Historical Archives 311 Camden Ave, Woodbine (by request) 

A number of methods were used to advertise the availability of the Draft EIS and provide 

information about the public hearings.  These methods are discussed in more detail in Section 3 

and included email (eblast), postcards, newspaper display advertisements and radio public 

service announcements (PSAs), community flyers, and posting of information on the FAA/AST 

Spaceport Camden project website.   

During the public comment period, FAA held two public hearings on April 11 and 12 at the 

Camden County Public Service Authority Recreation Center Community Room, 1050 Wildcat 

Drive, Kingsland, Georgia.  FAA encouraged the public, agency representatives, tribal entities, 

and other interested parties to provide verbal and written comments during the public hearings, 

mail written comments, or email comments to the project email address 

(FAACamdenSpaceportEIS@Leidos.com) on or before June 14, 2018, the close of the 90-day 

public comment period.  The public comment period was initially set for 45 days, ending on 

May 7, 2018.  Due to requests from the public, the FAA extended the comment period to 

60 days, ending on May 16, 2018, and then again to 90 days, ending June 14, 2018.   

2.1 Public Hearing Objectives 

The public hearings served to fulfill several purposes, including obtaining public and agency 

comments on the Draft EIS.  The Final EIS will address comments received on the Draft EIS, as 

https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/ast/environmental/nepa_docs/review/documents_progress/camden_spaceport/
https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/ast/environmental/nepa_docs/review/documents_progress/camden_spaceport/
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appropriate, and a comment summary and response table will be incorporated as an appendix to 

the Final EIS.  Other objectives of the public hearing process were to: 

 ascertain if the Draft EIS adequately addressed environmental and other issues of concern 

expressed during the scoping process; 

 provide a formal and open opportunity for the public to comment on the Draft EIS; 

 receive comments, both verbal and written, on the content and organization of the Draft 

EIS from agencies, organizations, tribal entities, and members of the public; and 

 clearly and concisely communicate important information about the Draft EIS during the 

public hearings through handouts, poster displays, the FAA presentation, and 

conversations during the open house.  

2.2 Public Hearing Format and Attendance 

Two public hearings were held in Kingsland, Georgia, at the Camden County Public Service 

Authority Recreation Center on Wednesday, April 11, and Thursday, April 12, from 5:30 to 

8:30 p.m.  The location was chosen for its proximity to the area of the proposed spaceport, 

accessibility to the public (including Americans with Disability Act compliance), capacity to 

comfortably host 300 or more attendees, and historical use for similar public meetings.  

Directional signs on the streets leading to the meeting location and welcome posters inside the 

venue directed attendees to the meeting location.   

Each of the hearings followed the same format: an open house period followed by an FAA 

presentation and a formal comment period. While the meetings were held in an open, public 

access recreation center where activities occurred in other parts of the buildings, doors to the 

open house area and main meeting room were secured and opened at 5:30 p.m. for each meeting.  

Registration for the hearings began at 5:00 p.m.  Attendees were greeted at the registration area 

by contractor and FAA staff and were instructed to fill out a registration card.  Registration cards 

collected name and email information and provided check boxes for attendees who wished to 

provide verbal testimony during the hearing and/or whether they would like to be included on the 

project email list. When there were higher volumes of attendees at the registration area, primarily 

just after 5:00 p.m., contractor and FAA staff circulated in the waiting area and provided 

clipboards, sign-in cards, and pens for attendees to fill out cards while waiting.  For members of 

the media attending the public hearings, a separate sign-in sheet was provided. Scans of 

registration cards collected at both meetings as well as the media sign-in sheets can be found in 

Appendix D. 

An open house was held in the community room of the recreation center and supported by nine 

large displays and a table containing copies of a multipage handout, which provided 8- by 

11-inch sized versions of selected poster displays.  The displays and handouts are detailed in 

Section 4 and displayed in Appendix E.  Each of the displays was staffed by Leidos subject 

matter experts or FAA personnel, who were available to engage with members of the public to 

answer questions about the Draft EIS, NEPA process, proposed action, and resource areas 

potentially affected by the EIS proposed action.  

Toward the end of the open house, attendees were directed from the community room to the 

gymnasium area, where the formal portion of the hearing was to be held. At approximately 
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6:30 p.m., Stacey Zee of FAA/AST welcomed hearing attendees and provided a brief description 

of the purpose of the hearing and the Draft EIS before introducing the hearing moderator, Wendy 

Lowe. Ms. Lowe provided some administrative and meeting location details before turning the 

proceedings to Pam Underwood of FAA/AST and Stacy Zee, who provided the FAA 

presentation.  Ms. Underwood addressed the FAA licensing review process and Ms. Zee 

provided information about the environmental review process and explained the proposed action 

and alternatives analyzed in the EIS. The hearing presentation can be found in Appendix E.  A 

certified court reporter, Ms. Teri Wynn, recorded the FAA presentation as well as the public 

testimony that followed.  Transcripts of the public hearings can be reviewed in Appendix F.  

Following the FAA briefing, the floor was opened for formal testimony. Ms. Lowe provided 

instructions for commenting and described the format and ground rules for providing testimony. 

She then called upon those individuals who registered to provide comments. To ensure that 

everyone had an equal chance to speak, a three-minute time limit (as identified in the NOA and 

other public notification materials) was established for each speaker. A small yellow caution 

sign, held up by both Ms. Lowe and a member of the contractor staff in the audience, informed 

speakers if they were approaching the three-minute time limit; a red stop sign was held up if the 

three-minute limit was surpassed.  

Attendees not providing verbal comments were encouraged to provide written comments either 

at the hearing, by mail, or by email. Comment forms were placed on comment tables and 

distributed to members of the public requesting them.  Comment stations were located in both 

the main hearing area (gymnasium) and open house session area (community room).    

During the two meetings, FAA received 51 verbal comments and 18 written comments.  Copies 

of the verbal comments, by way of hearing transcripts, and written comments submitted can be 

found in Appendix F.  A total of 169 people signed in at the two meetings (not including media 

members).  Attendance and numbers of written and verbal comments received at each hearing 

are summarized in Table 2-1.   

Table 2-1.  Public Hearing Attendance and Comments Received 

Date Location 
Public and 

Agency Attendees 

Elected Officials 

Present 

Verbal Testimony 

Provided 

Written Comments 

Received 

Wednesday, 

April 11, 2018 

Camden County 

Public Service 

Authority 

Recreation Center, 

Kingsland, Georgia 

107 1 26 15 

Thursday,  

April 12, 2018 62 0 25 3 

Total 169* 1 51 18 

*Every attempt was made to sign in all meeting attendees, some declined to sign in or walked past the registration table without signing in. 

While this number was relatively small, the total reflects the number of people who signed in, although the total number of attendees was 
slightly larger.   

Sign-in cards asked attendees to identify any organizations they represented. Self-identified 

organizations in attendance at the public hearings include Camden County, Camden County 

Board of Commissioners, Camden County Chamber of Commerce, Camden County GOP, 

Camden County District 5 Planning and Zoning, Camden County Joint Development Authority, 

Camden County Press, Camden County Teen Republicans, City of Kingsland, Center for a 

Sustainable Coast, Coastal Georgia Aquatics, Coastal Re-entry and Veteran Coalition, Coastal 

Regional Commission, Committee to Elect Steven Sainz, Cumberland Island National Seashore 
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(National Park Service), Environmental Subcommittee Spaceport Camden, Georgia 

Conservancy, Georgia Department of Transportation, Georgia GOP, Georgia Sierra Club, Glynn 

County Airport Commission, Gullah/Geechee Nation, Little Cumberland Island Sea Turtle 

Project, National Defense Industrial Association, National Park Service, Nature Conservancy, 

Naval Submarine Base Kings Bay, Nelson Aerospace, One Hundred Miles, Roberts Civil 

Engineering - St. Simons, Satilla Riverkeeper, Soncel Construction, Inc., Southern 

Environmental Law Center, Space Florida, Spaceport Board of Advisors, St Marys City Council, 

St Marys River Management Committee, Thomas and Hutton, U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Navy 

Region Southeast, University of Georgia, Vector Launch, Inc.  

3.0 PUBLIC HEARING NOTIFICATION MATERIALS 

3.1 Postcards, Emails, and Flyers 

Shortly after publication of the NOA, postcards (Appendix C) were distributed to all persons on 

the project mailing list who provided an address.  The postcards announced the release of the 

Draft EIS, displayed the project website address, listed repository locations to review hard copies 

of the Draft EIS, provided information about the public hearings, and instructions on how and 

where to submit comments. An email (eblast) (Appendix C) containing similar information was 

sent shortly after the release of the NOA to those individuals who provided an email address for 

the project mailing list.  

A community flyer (Appendix C), developed for Camden County, was distributed locally in the 

weeks leading up to the public hearings. The flyer provided information about the Draft EIS 

proposed action, public hearing location and format, and a link to the FAA project website.   

3.2 Newspaper Display Advertisements 

Display advertisements were placed in the local sections of three newspapers with coverage in 

Camden and surrounding counties.  The advertisements were placed twice: once in March before 

the publication of the NOA/Draft EIS and again in April in the week before the public hearings.  

Newspapers and dates of publication are listed in Table 3-1.  Copies of these published 

advertisements can be found in Appendix C.   

Table 3-1.  Display Advertisements Placed for Public Hearings 

Newspaper  Publication Date 

Published 

on Page 

Tribune & Georgian Thursday, March, 8 2018 5A 

Thursday, April 5, 2018 7A 

The Brunswick News Saturday, March 10, 2018 6A 

Saturday, April 7, 2018 5A 

The Florida Times-Union Sunday, March 11, 2018 - 

Sunday, April 8, 2018 B4 

Camden County placed “regional” display advertisements to announce the release of the Draft 

EIS and availability for review and comment in newspapers with coverage in areas that could be 
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potentially affected by noise from the proposed action. These advertisements, published on 

Sunday, March 11, in The Island Packet (South Carolina), The Savannah Morning News 

(Georgia), The Florida Times-Union (Florida), and The St. Augustine Record (Florida) were 

more general in nature than the “local” advertisements and did not provide information about the 

public hearings, only the NOA and Draft EIS.  

3.3 Public Service Announcement 

A PSA was developed and distributed to radio stations serving Camden County. The brief PSA, 

announcing the release of the Draft EIS and public hearings, was to be read on local radio 

stations in the weeks leading up to the public hearings. Text of the PSA submitted for use by 

Camden County; a list of potential radio stations for airing can be found in Appendix C. 

3.4 Project Website 

Throughout the EIS process, FAA/AST has maintained a project website 

(https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/ast/environmental/nepa_docs/review

/documents_progress/camden_spaceport/), which provides updated and archived information 

about the Spaceport Camden EIS.  This website serves as a source of information for members of 

the public interested in learning more about the EIS.  After the release of the NOA, the website 

provided links to download the Draft EIS in its entirety, information about the public hearings, 

guidelines, and methods by which to submit comments on the Draft EIS, a brief project 

description, and other project-related information.  The website also provided a notice of the 

extension of the public comment period.    

4.0 PUBLIC HEARING INFORMATIONAL MATERIALS 

The FAA provided information about the Draft EIS, proposed action and alternatives, and 

potential environmental effects through displays, handouts, a presentation, and FAA and other 

subject matter expert interactions during the open house portion of the public hearings. 

Descriptions of the informational materials available at the public hearings are briefly described 

in this section.  Copies of all informational materials presented at the hearings are available in 

Appendix E.  

4.1 Poster Displays 

Full color poster displays were presented in the community room and staffed one hour before the 

FAA’s presentation and formal testimony portion of the public hearings and were available to 

attendees once the testimony had concluded.  Members of the public had the opportunity to 

speak to, and ask questions of, FAA representatives and subject matter experts staffing each 

display station.  Primary topics for each of the displays are described below.  

1. National Environmental Policy Act - Discusses the purpose of a public hearing, 

outlines the EIS process, and briefly explains the National Environmental Policy Act and 

FAA Order 1050.1F. 

https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/ast/environmental/nepa_docs/review/documents_progress/camden_spaceport/
https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/ast/environmental/nepa_docs/review/documents_progress/camden_spaceport/
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2. Proposed Action and Alternatives Overview - Describes some specifics of the 

proposed action (location and frequency of activities) and alternatives, including the No 

Action Alternative and the Ocean-Landing Only Alternative. 

3. Proposed Action - Spaceport Camden Facilities - Provides a map of proposed facility 

locations and conceptual drawings of the proposed facilities. 

4. Potential Visual Effects from the Proposed Action - Defines what visual effects and 

describes potential visual effects from the launch site facilities, launch activities, and 

associated lighting. 

5. Potential Noise Impacts from the Proposed Action - Describes potential noise impacts 

from construction, operations (e.g., loudspeakers), and launch activities. Provides noise 

contour maps of represented launches and landings at the proposed site.  

6. Potential Land Use Impacts from the Proposed Action - Discusses closures, potential 

impacts to recreational land use, and FAA consultation actions with the National Park 

Service; provides a map of Camden County’s current zoning and land use. 

7. Potential Biological Resources Impacts from the Proposed Action - Addresses 

potential impacts to wildlife species from spaceport construction and operation; discusses 

FAA consultation with U.S Fish and Wildlife Service and National Marine Fisheries 

Service to fulfill requirements under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. 

8. Federal Aviation Administration - Launch License - Discusses FAA licenses, 

regulations, and approvals for launch licenses and the different aspects of the FAA launch 

licensing review process. 

9. Federal Aviation Administration - Launch Site Operator License - Discusses FAA 

licenses, regulations, and approvals for launch site operator licenses and the different 

aspects of the FAA launch site operator licensing review process. 

4.2 Handout 

The FAA developed a multipage handout, which provided 8- by 11-inch sized versions of each 

of the poster displays. Copies were available at the following locations: at the registration area, 

on a table in the community room during and after the open house, and on the comment area 

tables, both in the open house (community room) and main hearing areas (gymnasium).  A 

reproduction of the handout can be found in Appendix E. 

4.3 FAA Presentation 

Before the opening of the verbal testimony at the public hearings, FAA/AST representatives, 

Stacey Zee and Pam Underwood, provided a PowerPoint slide presentation (Appendix E) 

outlining the licensing and environmental review processes and the proposed action and 

alternatives analyzed in the EIS.  The presentation also addressed the purpose and need for the 

EIS, the roles of Camden County and FAA in the process, lead and cooperating agencies, the 

need for an environmental review under NEPA, the proposed action and alternatives, proposed 

construction activities, resource areas and topics addressed in the Draft EIS (including noise, 

biological, visual, and cultural), agency coordination, Draft EIS schedule and next steps, and the 

methods by which the public could comment on the Draft EIS.  
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5.0 MEDIA COVERAGE 

Media attendance at the public hearings included the following outlets: The Brunswick News, 

The Tribune and Georgian, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Georgia Public Broadcasting, 

Camden County Press, and Gullah/Geechee TV and Radio.  

Table 5-1 summarizes media coverage for Spaceport Camden in the weeks leading to the public 

hearings.  Appendix G contains copies of the complete articles.  

Table 5-1.  Public Hearing and Draft EIS Media Coverage 

Date of Article Media Article Title 

January 10, 2018 Georgia Public 

Broadcasting 

One Small Spaceport, A Giant Leap For Georgia 

January 26, 2018 Georgia Public 

Broadcasting 

Spaceport Proposal Ignites Environmental Concerns 

March  9, 2018 PR Newswire Camden County Georgia Announces Release of FAA's 

Spaceport Camden Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement 

March  9, 2018 Space News FAA releases draft environmental assessment of 

proposed Georgia spaceport 

March 10, 2018 The Brunswick News FAA study recommends to allow launches at Spaceport 

Camden 

March 12, 2018 The Atlanta Journal-

Constitution 

FAA to take public input on environmental impact of 

Spaceport Camden 

March 12, 2018 Fernandina Beach 

News-Leader 

Public Hearings Set for Camden County Rocket Launch 

Facility 

March 15, 2018 Savannah Morning 

News 

Spaceport could trigger 12 Cumberland Island 

evacuations a year 

April 5, 2018 Tribune & Georgian Draft EIS Heightens Landowner's Concerns About 

Property Rights 

April 6, 2018 The Brunswick News Comment period extended for Spaceport Camden 

April 9, 2018 Savannah Morning 

News 

Cumberland Island landowners object to Camden 

spaceport plans 

April 12, 2018 The Brunswick News Results of spaceport study generates strong response 

April 13, 2018 Savannah Morning 

News 

Camden County spaceport gets a hearing, but not 

answers 

April 13, 2018 The Atlanta Journal-

Constitution 

Economic boon or ‘sonic boom’? Camden Co. residents 

split on spaceport 

April 30, 2018 Saporta Report Clock ticking on comment period on plan to launch 

rockets over Cumberland Island 



Spaceport Camden Draft EIS 

Final Public Hearing Summary Report 

December 2018  9 
  

6.0 PUBLIC COMMENTS 

At the two public hearings, 169 individuals signed in, 51 of whom elected to offer verbal 

comments and 18 submitted written comments.  Those submitting verbal or written comments 

were informed that their comments and names could appear in the Final EIS. In addition, all 

publicly facing documents related to public comments contained the following advisory from 

FAA Order 1050.1F: “Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other 

personal identifying information in your comment, be advised that your entire comment – 

including your personal identifying information – may be made publicly available at any time. 

While you can ask us in your comment to withhold from public review your personal identifying 

information, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so.” 

Those who offered comments expressed similar points of view at both hearings.  Of those 

individuals who expressed support for the proposed action, reasons cited for support included: a 

potential infusion of money and investment (both direct and indirect) into the local economy, 

increased employment opportunities, the ability to retain qualified technical personnel and recent 

college graduates who otherwise leave the area due to a lack of technical industries and 

associated jobs, the opportunity for a “second chance” as the proposed location was once 

considered for what eventually became Cape Canaveral, and Camden County positioning itself at 

the ground floor of the rapidly developing commercial spaceport facet of the aerospace industry. 

Those who voiced reservations about, or opposition to, the proposed action or the Draft EIS 

expressed the following: 

 Concern that, unlike other existing and proposed spaceports, the proposed action would 

result in launches over populated areas 

 Concern about the potential effects on the residents of Little Cumberland Island 

(especially those in hazard or closure areas), in particular from noise, loss of property 

value, or the results of a failed launch  

 General concern about the failure rates of launches, potential safety hazards, and a desire 

for more detailed risk analysis in the EIS; comments that a detailed risk analysis 

document is being withheld from the public  

 Questioning the validity of analysis in the Draft EIS and/or compliance with NEPA and 

FAA Order 1050.1F  

 Questioning the viability of, or need for, a commercial spaceport or the positive 

economic forecasts for the proposed spaceport, citing examples of underutilized 

spaceports in other parts of the United States 

 Concern that portions of the proposed spaceport would be built on land containing 

hazardous waste (former Union Carbide site) 

 Concern about potential impacts to Cumberland Island National Seashore, specifically to 

the visitor experience, wildlife and endangered species, cultural resources, and wilderness 

areas   
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 Concern about effects of noise, lighting, and vibration on wildlife species 

 Confusion over the use of the term “authorized persons” in the Draft EIS and concern 

that this designation has no legal definition 

 Concern about potential impacts to water resources, specifically tidal creeks, salt 

marshes, the Floridan aquifer, and the Satilla River  

 Concern about effect of proposed action on tribal entities, especially the Gullah/Geechee 

Nation; lack of consultation with nation during EIS process 

 Questions about allocation of taxpayer money for the proposed spaceport and the 

potential effect on county tax rates  
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A.1 Draft EIS Notice of Availability 
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B.2 Draft EIS Distribution List 
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C.1 Newspaper Advertisements - March 2018 

C.1.1 Tribune and Georgian - Thursday, March 8, 2018 
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C.1.2 Brunswick News - Saturday, March 10, 2018 
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C.1.3 Florida Times-Union - Sunday, March 11, 2018 
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C.2 Newspaper Advertisements - April 2018 

C.2.1 Tribune and Georgian - Thursday, April 5, 2018 
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C.2.2 Brunswick News - Saturday, April 7, 2018 
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C.2.3 Florida Times-Union - Sunday, April 8, 2018 
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C.3 Draft EIS Notification Postcard 

 

 



Spaceport Camden Draft EIS 

Final Public Hearing Summary Report 

December 2018  C-9 
  

 



Spaceport Camden Draft EIS 

Final Public Hearing Summary Report 

C-10  December 2018 
  

C.4 Draft EIS Notification Email (eblast) 
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C.6 Draft Public Service Announcement 

Public Service Announcement (PSA) 
 
March 16, 2018 
 
Public Service Announcement 

 
CAMDEN COUNTY AREA RADIO PSA FOR USE MARCH 9 - 
APRIL 10, 2018 (APPROX READ TIME 1:00 - 1:20) 
 

The Federal Aviation Administration is announcing the availability of and requesting comments 

on the Spaceport Camden Draft Environmental Impact Statement. The Draft EIS evaluates the 

potential environmental impacts that may result from FAA’s proposed action of issuing a Launch 

Site Operator License to the Camden County Georgia Board of Commissioners.  Representatives 

from the FAA will hold two public hearings on Wednesday, April 11 and Thursday, April 12, 

from 5:30 to 8:30 pm at the Camden County Public Service Authority Recreation Center 

Community Room at 1050 Wildcat Drive in Kingsland, GA, and they want to hear from you.  

Please come learn more about the proposed project and share your views about the Draft EIS.  

Copies of the Draft EIS can be reviewed at: the Camden County Public Library, St Marys Public 

Library, the Brunswick-Glynn County Library, and the St. Simons Island Public Library. The 

Draft EIS can be downloaded at:  

https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/ast/environmental/nepa_docs/review/

documents_progress/camden_spaceport/. 

 

For more information, please call Hank Price at: 202-267-3447. 

 

Radio stations for PSA broadcast: 

 

Frequency Call sign Format City of License 

1190 AM WWIO Religious St. Marys, GA 

1100 AM WCGA News/Talk Woodbine, GA 

106.3 FM WKBX Country Kingsland, GA 

790 AM WSFN Sports Brunswick, GA 

100.7 FM WMUV Country Oldies Brunswick, GA 

101.5 FM WSOL Urban AC Brunswick, GA 

88.9 FM WWIO Public Radio Brunswick, GA 

90.7 FM WAYR Christian Contemporary Brunswick, GA 

105.3 FM WYKB Talk Fernandina Beach, FL 

89.9 FM WJCT Public Radio Jacksonville, FL 
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D.1 Media Sign-in Sheets 

D.1.1 Wednesday, April 11, 2018 
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D.1.2 Thursday, April 12, 2018 
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D.2 Public Hearing Sign-in Cards 

D.2.1 Wednesday, April 11, 2018 
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D.2.2 Thursday, April 12, 2018 
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E.1 Welcome Poster 

 



Spaceport Camden Draft EIS 

Final Public Hearing Summary Report 

E-2  December 2018 
  

E.2 Handout/Brochure 
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E.3 Display Boards/Posters 

E.3.1 National Environmental Policy Act 
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E.3.2 Proposed Action and Alternatives Overview 
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E.3.3 Proposed Action − Spaceport Camden Facilities 
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E.3.4 Potential Visual Effects from the Proposed Action 
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E.3.5 Potential Noise Impacts from the Proposed Action 
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E.3.6 Potential Land Use Impacts from the Proposed Action 
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E.3.7 Potential Biological Resources Impacts from the Proposed Action 
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E.3.8 Federal Aviation Administration - Launch License 
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E.3.9 Federal Aviation Administration - Launch Site Operator License 
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E.4 Public Hearing Signage 
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E.5 Public Hearing Presentation 
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F.2 Public Hearing Transcript - Thursday, April 12, 2018 
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