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In FY 2008, the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA)
O�ce of Commercial Space Transportation licensed eleven
orbital launches valued at approximately $640 million,
including:

Two Delta II vehicles from Vandenberg 
Air Force Base
One Atlas V from Cape Canaveral
One Pegasus XL from the Reagan Test Site
Two Falcon 1 vehicles from the Reagan Test Site
Five Zenit 3SL launches conducted by the            
multinational service provider Sea Launch

�ere were seven more FAA-licensed orbital launches in FY
2008 than in FY 2007. No FAA-licensed suborbital launches
orcurred in FY 2008.

A total of �ve FAA-permitted launches  ocurred.  All of
which were conducted by Armadillo Aerospace.

Fiscal year 2008 marks a new �ve year high of 19 commer-
cial launches to geosynchronous orbit (GSO) worldwide.
During the �ve-year period from FY 2004 to FY 2008,
there were an average of 14 commercial launches to geosyn-
chronous orbit (GSO) worldwide per �scal year, with a low
of 12 in FY 2005 and FY 2007 and a high of 19 in FY
2008.  In the same period, there were an average of six com-
mercial launches to non-geosynchronous orbit (NGSO)
worldwide per �scal year, with a low of one (failed) NGSO
launch in FY 2005, and a new high of 12 commercial
NGSO launches in FY 2008.

Overall, FY 2008 marked a new high in total worldwide
commercial orbital launches—31, up from a �ve-year low of
13 in FY 2005. During the �ve-year period, there have been
an average of 21 commercial orbital launches worldwide per
�scal year. Fiscal year 2008 saw the successful introduction of
the SpaceX Falcon 1 launch vehicle and the multinational
Zenit 3SLB launch vehicle known as Land Launch.

FAA-Licensed Commercial Orbital and
Suborbital Launch Trend

Worldwide Distribution of Orbital
Commercial Launches in FY 2008

ELEVEN ORBITAL FAA-LICENSED LAUNCHES
IN FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2008

INCREASING ORBITAL COMMERCIAL
LAUNCH TREND WORLDWIDE

USA: 6 (19%)Russia:  12 (39%)

Europe:
7 (23%)

Multinational: 6 (19%)
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U.S. Commercial Orbital and Suborbital
Launch Revenue Trend
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WORLDWIDE ORBITAL AND SUBORBITAL COMMERCIAL LAUNCH EVENTS IN FY 2008

Commercial prices are estimates only.
* Denotes a commercial payload, defined as a spacecraft which serves a commercial function or is operated by a commercial entity.
\/ Denotes a commercial launch licensed by the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Office of Commercial Space Transportation.
L Denotes launch outcome (S-Success, F-Failure, and P-Partial). M denotes mission outcome (S-Success, F-Failure, and P-Partial).

FAA-PERMITTED LAUNCHES IN FY 2008


