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Good morning.


First of all, I want to say thank you to all our COMSTAC members for their continued and dedicated involvement in the development of commercial space.  It’s a demanding assignment for busy people.  But your work is very important to the industry and to the nation, and so I say again, thank you, for all you do. 

Let me also say thank you to all our guests for being with us today.


Since we last met, there have been four licensed commercial launches of expendable launch vehicles.  The ELV has been the bedrock of the industry for years, and it’s on that foundation that the commercial space transportation industry will build and grow.  

In fact, you can see clear evidence of that growth by looking at the range of commercial space activity since we met last October.  Without great fanfare, much has been going on.  And to give you a sense of how busy things are …as opposed to how quiet they might appear to be … let me use this little anecdote.


On his voyage to the New World, Christopher Columbus almost always entered on the log fewer miles per day than he actually sailed.  And it wasn’t because he was playing games with the king and queen’s travel allowance.


He did it so that, in case the voyage took longer than expected, he could tell a restless crew they really hadn’t come as far as they thought.


In our modern voyage toward the expanding use of commercial space transportation to include private human space flight, no one has to disguise the numbers.  We have come a long way, we have done it quickly, and we are right on course.


For example, on December 22, 2005, the FAA issued a notice of proposed rule making (NPRM) for Human Space Flight Requirements for crew and passengers.  After publication in the Federal Register on December 29, the public comment period continued through February 27th this year.  Some 37 entities submitted comments that are helping to inform this rulemaking, immensely.


On March 31st this year, the FAA also published a Notice of Proposed Rule Making for Experimental Permits for Reusable Suborbital Rockets.  The public comment period on this NPRM closes just a week from now, on May 30th.


In the world of spaceports, new proposed launch sites, I recently signed the final Finding of No Significant Impact for the Oklahoma Spaceport.  That means we found no evidence that the spaceport would adversely affect the environment, representing a key step for the spaceport on its way to final approval.


We also worked with NASA at their request to provide input on the Commercial Orbital Transportation Services Demonstrations Final Announcement that was issued in January.  In that Final COTS Announcement, it noted that participants would need to apply to the FAA for licenses or permits to conduct their demonstrations.


Our office has worked, and continues to work with NASA in the evaluation of the COTS Demonstrations proposals.


Although it’s still five months away, we are … and have been … actively engaged with the X Prize Cup organizers and participants in preparation for the event at Las Cruces in October.


I was also happy to see many of you at our Ninth Annual Commercial Space Transportation Conference in February.  It was the most heavily attended of our conferences so far, and we certainly appreciate your involvement.  As I pointed out at the time, the theme of the conference, “Missions and Markets,” was chosen because there is a robust line-up of science-minded companies and space capable nations pursuing a business proposition in space.  

I think the evidence unfolding in our own commercial space transportation industry shows the United States is up to the challenge and prepared to succeed.  It’s an idea that was underscored by Administrator Blakey, and bolstered by Secretary Mineta when he released an FAA report on the Impact of Commercial Space on the U.S. economy.  Bottom line?  For 2004, commercial space transportation generated $98 billion in economic activity and 550,000 jobs, an outstanding record for an industry that is still evolving.

But there’s still the matter of competition.  

Just to give you one example, last November I traveled to Shanghai to speak at an international aviation conference.  What I found there was a part of the world, not only reshaping its skyline, but also tightly focused on, and very serious about, the promise of space.  

Yes, there’s international interest in commercial space, from the announcement by Space Adventures of spaceports in Dubai and Shanghai, to Virgin Atlantic announcing that it will use its pool of mainline pilots to recruit pilot-astronauts for Virgin Galactic.

No question that the rest of the world is busy. But so are we, ranging from the New Mexico state legislature’s approval of funding for the Southwest Regional Spaceport in New Mexico, to Elon Musk’s first launch attempt of Falcon I.

There’s a new space enthusiasm in this country.  As a matter of fact, on April 3rd, the FAA co-hosted a summit meeting with the Air Force where private entrepreneurial reusable launch vehicle developers talked with the Air Force about needs and capabilities for the very first time.

There was plenty of interaction and candid conversation.  And it resulted in a commitment to go forward with additional meetings and visits by the Air Force to RLV company facilities.

So, unlike the Columbus voyage where the captain tinkered with the progress reports, the progress toward private human space flight is steady and measurable.

There’s more I could report today, but I think you get the idea.  So I’ll close here by sharing with you just a few words I recently read in a biography about the American poet, Edward Arlington Robinson.  

It was said he came from a family with an “eye for the untried thing.”

How well those few words describe this industry.  How well they describe the people of adventure in this country eager to be passengers on a flight into space.  “An eye for the untried thing.”

We’re getting there.  It won’t be long before the thing is tried … and accomplished on a regularly scheduled basis.  That will be the beginning of true space transportation.

Thank you very much.
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