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12 March 2004
RVSM AREA NEW TO THE OPERATOR:

1.
PURPOSE.  It is the objective of this paper to highlight policy and procedures that an operator that has been previously approved for RVSM in one area of operations (such  as the North Atlantic or Pacific) must address when starting RVSM operations in a different area of operations. 

2.
GUIDANCE 91-RVSM REFERENCES.  91-RVSM paragraph 11 (Operational Approval) contains information on initial approvals and policies for operators starting RVSM in an area that is new to them.  91-RVSM is posted on the RVSM Documentation Webpage under “Documents Applicable to All RVSM Approvals”.
3.
RVSM DOCUMENTATION WEBPAGE:  the RVSM Documentation Webpage is the primary source of information and guidance for operators seeking initial RVSM authority and for those starting operations in areas of RVSM operations that are new to them.  The following sections of the RVSM Documentation Webpage are of particular importance for conducting operations in different areas of operation:

· Monitoring Requirements and Procedures
· Area of Operations Specific Information & Operational Policy/Procedures

Note:  Domestic US RVSM Operational Policy and Procedures information was recently posted on the site.
The FAA RVSM Homepage is at www.faa.gov/ats/ato/rvsm1.htm.  The RVSM Documentation Webpage is linked to the homepage.

4.
WORLD-WIDE AIRCRAFT RVSM APPROVAL.   An aircraft that has been approved for RVSM operations is eligible to conduct RVSM operations in continental and oceanic airspace any where in the world.   However, as discussed below, operators must address operational policy and procedures unique to individual areas of operation prior to flying in those areas. 

5.
US OPERATOR REQUIREMENTS FOR OPERATION OUTSIDE THE US. 

Regulations hold operators responsible for knowledge of and conformance with regulations, policies and procedures in force in the countries in which the aircraft is operated and over the high seas (including those related to RVSM).  Part 91, Section 91.703 (a)(1), (a) (2), (a)(3) and (a) (4); Section 91.706 (Operations in RVSM Airspace) and Part 91 Appendix G, Section 3 (Operator authorization) are applicable.   Part 91 Section 91.703(a)(1) states that operators, when over the high seas, will comply with ICAO Annex 2 (Rules of the Air).   Annex 2 paragraph 2.3.2 (Pre-flight action) calls for the pilot to be “familiar with all available information appropriate to the intended operation”.
6.
NEW AREA APPROVAL FOR PART 121, 125, AND 135 OPERATORS.   Guidance 91-RVSM, paragraph 11d shows the content of an application for RVSM approval and states that it can be modified to only address those subjects that apply to a new area of operations.   91-RVSM, paragraph 11g states that Part 121, 125 and 135 operators are authorized to conduct RVSM in an area of operations that is new to them when Operations Specification (OpSpecs) paragraph B046 (Operations in RVSM Airspace) is added to the appropriate area of operations in OpSpecs paragraph B050 (Authorized Areas of En Route Operation.  Limitations and Provisions).  The list provided below is intended to show those subjects that an operator must address prior to flying in a new RVSM area of operations.

7.
PART 91 OPERATORS STARTING RVSM OPERATIONS IN A NEW AREA OF OPERATIONS.   91-RVSM, paragraph 11d is also applicable to Part 91 operators.  Part 91 operators must also address those subjects that are unique to a new RVSM area of operations prior to flying in that area.   Part 91 operators that have previously received a Letter of Authorization (LOA) to conduct RVSM operations are NOT required to obtain a separate LOA to fly in an RVSM area of operations that is new to them.  As noted above, however, part 91 operators must comply with the regulations, policies and procedures applicable to each area of operations.   

8.
OPERATIONAL ISSUES FOR AN OPERATOR TO ADDRESS FOR NEW  AREAS OF OPERATION.    See “Area of Operations Specific Information and Operational Policy and Procedures” on the RVSM Documentation Webpage for documents that contain information on area-of-operations-unique policies and procedures.   The following issues may be unique to individual areas of operations where RVSM is implemented:  
A.
FLOOR, CEILING AND HORIZONTAL BOUNDARIES OF RVSM AIRSPACE.   (E.g., in Pacific oceanic airspace, RVSM approval is required except by special arrangement between FL 290-390.   In the North Atlantic, RVSM approval is currently required except by special arrangement between FL 290-410 (inclusive).   On January 24, 2002, RVSM was implemented in European airspace from FL 290-410 (inclusive).

B.
POLICY ON EXCLUSION OF AIRCRAFT NOT RVSM APPROVED.

Note: this includes area specific policy on Non-RVSM aircraft climbing and descending through RVSM airspace

C.
FLIGHT PLANNING POLICY.   

D.
PILOT PROCEDURES.  

(1)
Procedures for in-flight contingencies including aircraft system 
malfunction or failure 
(2)
Procedures for weather encounters

(3)
Procedures for wake turbulence encounters
(4)
Pilot/controller phraseology 

E.
PROCEDURES FOR FLIGHT OF NON-RVSM COMPLIANT AIRCRAFT. 

F.
CONTINUED AIRWORTHINESS PROCEDURES.  Applicable RVSM continued airworthiness procedures must be considered for destination/departure airports new to the operator.

G.
MONITORING REQUIREMENTS.  If they have not already completed monitoring requirements by participating in the monitoring program for another area, operators must show their plan for completing monitoring for the new area.  Monitoring Requirements Charts for individual areas of operation are published on the FAA RVSM Documentation website.

  (1)  NOTE ON EUROPEAN ON-GOING MONITORING.  See the European section of  “Monitoring Requirements and Procedures” on the RVSM Documentation Webpage for discussion of European post implementation monitoring program requirements. 
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