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Improving PACOTS Generation and Operating Efficiencies.

(Joint Paper Presented by Civil Aviation Bureau, Japan (JCAB) and Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
SUMMARY

This working paper discusses reduction in constraints on Pacific Oceanic Track System (PACOTS) generation.
1 Introduction

1.1 In support of the International Civil Aviation Organization’s (ICAO) efforts to reduce operator costs and ecological impacts due to aircraft engine emissions, the Civil Aviation Bureau, Japan and Federal Aviation Administration have taken efforts to identify areas where airspace efficiency can be improved.  This effort was also an IPACG Action Item (IP23-2).  
1.2 Airlines are operating under severe financial pressure due to the rising cost of fuel.  All possible efficiencies must be implemented where safely possible to reduce the impact of Global Aviation on the environment and operator financial pressures.  
1.3 The current PACOTS Generation agreement between the FAA and JCAB was reviewed and several areas were identified where it was felt that enhancements could be made in PACOTS Generation and operating procedures.
2 Discussion

2.1 The PACOTS Generation agreement between FAA and JCAB was revised, effective 28 August 2008.  The new agreement includes several changes which will enhance operating efficiency.  
2.2 The first area of improvement was where the PACOTS tracks join the North Pacific (NOPAC) route system.  The points at which the PACOTS and NOPAC merge were increased to include an area well to the west of the former mandated points.  The NOPAC area is under review to identify ways to further reduce constraints in this area.

2.3 The second area of improvement was at the Vancouver/Pacific Northwest gateways.  The new agreement opens two new oceanic gateways. The gateway waypoint ROUKE constraints were removed and a new gateway fix, WIDEN, was added.

2.4 A procedure was put in place to reduce and possibly eliminate the publication of City Pair restrictions on PACOTS Tracks 2 and 3.  This change will remove operators constraints on the selection of a PACOTS Track when flight planning.  It will also facilitate greater use of the KSFO Tailored Arrival.
2.5 A restriction was changed that restricted Narita departures from using PACOTS Tracks 14 and 15 except under certain conditions.  With the change Japan departures may utilize PACOTS Tracks 14 and 15 if it provides an operational advantage with one exception. Japan departures may not use PACOTS Track 15 if it proceeds over waypoint AUDIA.
2.6 The new Hawaiian Gateways BRIUN, CRESP, DOGIF, ECEDO, FLYHM, GENCO and HABIG were added to PACOTS Tracks A and B.

2.7 New routings through the Naha area were implemented.  The new routings will provide greater flexibility and efficiency in PACOTS track generation.

3 Action by the meeting

3.1 The meeting is invited to note the reduction in PACOTS generation restrictions and:
3.2 Discuss ways to further improve PACOTS generation procedures. 
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