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THE TWENTY-NINTH MEETING OF THE

INFORMAL PACIFIC ATC CO-ORDINATING GROUP

(IPACG/29)
(Fukuoka, Japan, 27-31 October 2008)

Agenda Item 5:
Air Traffic Management (ATM) Issues
High Frequency (HF) Radio Checks for CPDLC Aircraft

(Presented by the Federal Aviation Administration)

SUMMARY
This paper discusses the requirement for Controller Pilot Data Link Communications (CPDLC) aircraft to complete a call on high frequency (HF) radio to San Francisco Radio when entering the Oakland Oceanic Flight Information region (FIR).  

1. Introduction
1.1. HF radios are used as a backup means of communication in the event of a CPDLC outage.  Aircraft entering the Oakland Oceanic FIR are required to call San Francisco Radio on HF radios.  The call ensures that the aircraft’s HF radio is working correctly and that the aircraft has the correct current frequency and any future frequency changes.

2. Discussion

2.1. When a data link outage occurs, it is critical that Air Traffic Controllers can establish an alternate means of communication with the aircraft.  HF radio checks help ensure this communications link will be available.

2.2. On 31August 2008 Oakland ARTCC experienced an extended data link outage when a problem occurred with a Data Link service provider.  Many attempts to contact CPDLC aircraft on HF radio failed during the outage.

2.3. A subsequent review of CPDLC aircraft in the Oakland Oceanic FIR on 31 August 2008 revealed that only 33% of the aircraft completed the mandatory HF radio communications check. 

3. Action by the meeting
3.1. Aircraft must complete HF radio checks with San Francisco Radio when entering the Oakland Oceanic FIR.  Operators are requested to remind their aircrews of this requirement.
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