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THE THIRTIETH MEETING OF THE

INFORMAL PACIFIC ATC CO-ORDINATING GROUP

(IPACG/30)
(Seattle, Washington, USA, 18-22 May 2009)
Agenda Item 5:  
Air Traffic Management (ATM) Issues
UPDATE ON ACTIVITIES OF THE FAA-JCAB FUTURE AIR TRANSPORTATION 
SYSTEM WORKING GROUP (FATS WG)
(Presented by the Federal Aviation Administration)
SUMMARY

   The Future Air Transportation System Working Group most recently met in Osaka, Japan. The group continues to make progress on identifying common areas for collaboration, and has developed a working program for future activities.
1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. In 2006 the US Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) of the Department of Transportation (DOT) and the Civil Aviation Bureau of Japan (JCAB) of the newly-renamed Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport, and Tourism (MLIT) signed an agreement implementing the arrangement to harmonize future air transportation systems and concepts.  The agreement established the Future Air Transportation System Working Group (FATS WG), co-chaired by Joint Planning and Development Office (JPDO) Chief Architect Jay Merkle and the JCAB Director for International Policy, ATS Systems Planning Division, Mr. Hiroshi Inoguchi.

1.2.  FATS WG meets twice annually, to share coordinate harmonization of future systems development for the US Next Generation Air Transportation System (NextGen), and the Japanese Comprehensive Assessment and Restructure of the Air Traffic Services (CARATS) in areas such as:
· Concept development and validation
· Simulation and modeling
· Research and development
· Technology demonstration
· Systems architecture, and

· Strategic planning

1.3.   For identified areas of mutual collaboration, the FATS WG will identify appropriate subject matter experts and facilitate technical and information exchange as required.
2. DISCUSSION

2.1. The fifth meeting of the Future Air Transportation System Working Group (FATS WG/5) was held at the Japan Civil Aviation Bureau’s (JCAB’s) Aeronautical Safety College (ASC) from 4 to 5 November 2008 in Osaka, Japan. The meeting was co-chaired by Mr. Hiroshi Inoguchi, Director for International Policy Coordination, ATS Systems Planning Division, JCAB, and Mr. Jay Merkle, Chief Architect, Next Generation Air Transportation System (NextGen), JPDO.
2.2. During the meeting, a broad range of NextGen topics were addressed, including:

a. Program Update on NextGen (FAA) and CARATS (JCAB)
b. Update on ADS-B Development and Deployment
c. The NextGen Avionics Roadmap
d. Research Transition Teams- Managing research to and through implementation


e. CBA/Business Case Development – Lesson Learned                    



f. Runway Incursions/Runway Status Lights







g. SWIM and Net-Centric Operation
 

h. Review Outcomes from ICAO Global Forum – Development of Asia Pacific Strategic Partnership

i. The Asia and South Pacific Initiative to Reduce Emissions (ASPIRE)




j. Long-term oceanic airspace and trajectory based concepts
2.3.  The meeting addressed a number of outstanding action items, the most significant of which were captured in the FATS WG Work Program for 2009.  The work program addresses near term areas for collaborations and outcomes, including:
· Assume a leadership role in future systems development for Asia/Pac

· Asia/Pac workshop or symposium for Future Systems harmonization (CARATS/NextGen/SESAR)

· Encourage regional cooperative agreements for information exchange

· Leverage regional meetings such as APANPIRG for information exchange

· Expansion of ASPIRE partnership to the North Pacific

· Development of a North Pacific ASPIRE work program

· US to Japan ASPIRE-Flight demonstrations

· Collaborate on the development of the Tailored Arrivals application

· Collaboration on development of standards/procedures for closely spaced parallel runway activities (e.g. RNP-AR)

· Collaborate on safety case development

· Identify areas for application of new standards

· Development of a process to manage the interactions of experts at the working level 

· (e.g. RNP/RNAV experts, RWSL experts)

· Continue Collaboration on Runway Incursion Activities

· Provide a venue/vehicle for collaboration and harmonization of runway incursion programs between the FAA and JCAB

· Collaborative development of SWIM and data standardization

· Establish working relationship between the FAA and JCAB to harmonize data standards for SWIM

· Identify areas where harmonization is required

· Harmonize timing of SWIM implementation

· Collaboration on Research and Development methodology and activities

3. RECOMMENDATION
3.1
The meeting is invited to note the activities of the Future Air Transportation System Working Group. 







PAGE  
3

