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The Twentieth Meeting of the Informal South Pacific ATS Coordinating Group

(ISPACG/20)

Honolulu, USA, 30 January – 1 February 2006

Agenda Item 4:  Review progress on Open Action Items

HF Pre-Flight and SELCAL Checks
(Presented by the Federal Aviation Administration)

SUMMARY

This working discusses the whether or not there is any operational value in the continuance of high frequency (HF) pre-flight and selective call (SELCAL) checks.  It is intended to generate discussion on topic and result in a common application of these events.

1.

Background

1.1
At previous FANS Interoperability Team (FIT) and ISPACG meetings various customers have questioned the value/need for HF pre-flight and SELCAL checks.
1.2
Oakland Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC) took an action to review these procedures and the need for them as they relate to operations within the Oakland Flight Information Region (FIR).

2.
Discussion

2.1
HF Pre-flight checks
2.1.1 
It is the responsibility of operators to ensure that they meet the Minimum Equipment List (MEL) for a given airspace before an aircraft departs.

2.1.2
Oakland ARTCC does not have an operational requirement that would mandate an HF pre-flight check.

2.2 
SELCAL Checks
2.2.1
Again, it is the responsibility of the operator to ensure that equipment on board the aircraft is operational.  

2.2.2
Within the Oakland FIR, aircraft are required to change to and or monitor different HF frequencies as they progress through the airspace.

2.2.3.
In today’s environment, aircraft entering the Oakland FIR are advised to contact Oakland ARTCC on HF.  This allows aircraft to confirm two-way HF capability and to receive HF frequencies the remainder of there flight within the Oakland FIR.

2.2.4
There is a requirement for controller pilot data link communication (CPDLC) aircraft to have a HF voice backup.  Oakland ARTCC has an operational requirement to be able to contact CPDLC aircraft via HF when CPDLC fails.

2.2.5
It is Oakland ARTCC’s position that aircraft must have the appropriate HF frequencies that will allow for communications in the event of a CPDLC failure.

2.2.6
There does not appear to be an operational air traffic requirement for HF pre-flight and SELCAL checks.

3.
Recommendation

3.1
The meeting is invited to, where possible, adopt a common set of procedures/requirements for HF pre-flight and SELCAL checks.
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