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Flex Tracks to Russian Trans East Entry Points
SUMMARY
This paper reports progress on Cross Polar Working Group action item 030601.
1.
Introduction
1.1  The Anchorage ARTCC Traffic Management Unit (TMU) has been working with the Oakland ARTCC TMU to restart the daily night time U.S. west coast to Russian Trans-East (RTE) flex tracks.  These tracks originate near the west coast of California and provide operators options for routing to the RTE entry points

2.
Discussion  

2.1  Beginning this fall FAA will again generate daily night time flex tracks for aircraft bound for the Russian Trans East entry points of BESAT, VALDA, KUTAL, and FRENK.  FAA will do this by generating a single track to BESAT and a separate single track to Nome, Alaska (OME) which operators may use for routing to VALDA, KUTAL and FRENK.

2.2  The flex track system is designed to give route flexibility to the dispatcher and tactical routing options to the controller.  This program will begin October 1st with Oakland ARTCC Traffic Management initially generating the tracks via the Dynamic Oceanic Track System (DOTS+) and Anchorage ARTCC Traffic Management publishing them the tracks via international NOTAM.  After sufficient training is accomplished, Anchorage Traffic Management will relieve Oakland from the task of track generation.  These flex tracks will be available to all operators departing U.S. west coast airports (primarily thought to be Los Angeles and San Francisco) during the 0400UTC to 1000UTC time period.

2.3  These tracks are optional for all airlines and do not provide priority over other flights.  However, Cathay Pacific Airlines utilized the tracks during a trial last winter and reported that their use saved significant time and fuel and permitted increases to flight payload.  It is hoped that these efficiencies will be shared by all operators utilizing the RTE flex track structure.
3 Recommendation
3.1 This paper is provided for information and discussion.
PAGE  
1

