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1. Introduction
1.1
The Air Navigation System designed by the Russian Federation is aimed at ensuring the national interests of the State in the field of airspace utilization and air traffic services and based on the main provisions the ICAO Global Operational Concept and the decisions adopted by the ICAO Contracting States to support transition to the future CNS/ATM system. 
2. General 
2.1
The total area of the airspace where the State ATM Corporation of Russia provides air navigation services equates to approximately 26 million square kilometers. It is serviced by 61 Area Control Centers (ACCs) and 30 auxiliary Area Control Centers (aux ACCs) supported by 7 Zonal Flow Management Centers and 1 Main ATFM Center. The work is underway to establish 12 + 1 consolidated Area Control Centers by 2015. Effective from January 1, 2008 the Russian Air Navigation System became a “single fragment” by taking over the responsibility for the entire airspace from the military counterparts. From now on the civil Air Traffic Management Units are in charge of providing air traffic planning and air traffic services in both en-route and off-route airspace sectors. 

2.2
The existing route network covering 405 international airways has a total length of some 356,858 kilometers. In 2007 the Russian Air Navigation System handled more than 1 million flights, an increase of 13.9 % over the previous year.  The last year results supported the general trend for the gradual growth of traffic over the last five years.
2.3
The increase of traffic density was distributed among the main ATS transit routes as follows: Crosspolar + 30.6 %, Transpolar – 0.3 %, Transeast + 13.2 %, Transasian + 13.4 %, Asian + 11.6 %, Transsiberian  + 13.0 %. The detailed traffic statistics can be found on the attached slides. 
2.4
In order to support the ongoing growth of traffic and meet the user demand for new and more efficient routes, the State ATM Corporation of Russia was closely pursuing development of new ATS routes and respective link routes between them. These efforts were coordinated through the ICAO-sponsored ATMGE, Crosspolar/Transeast Routes ATS Providers Meeting (CPWG) and bilateral meetings with IATA member airlines.  
2.5
A greater emphasis is currently given to development of new routes between North America and China, India, Pakistan and United Arab Emirates. In addition to the existing Crosspolar and Transeast ATS routes, there were opened one Crosspolar and three more Transeast ATS routes (including link-routes between them). In 2007 the Russian Federation opened a total of 57 new international airways. During the first three months of 2008 there were opened 29 new international airways. Before the end of 2008 the State ATM Corporation of Russia planned to introduce 40 more international routes. 
2.6
The State ATM Corporation of Russia currently has 140 entry/exit points with 18 neighboring States including 25 entry/exit points with Kazakhstan, 20 with Ukraine, 8 with Mongolia, 6 with Japan and only 5 with China.  A new entry/exit point between Russia and Japan is currently under review (LIKON .. LUMIN .. WKE). 
2.7
The above activities allowed expanding user options for selecting optimal routings especially in Moscow (UUWV), Yekaterinburg (USSS), Khabarovsk (UHHH), Rostov (URRV), Magadan (UHMM), Yakutsk (UEEE), Tyumen (USTR) and other FIRs as well as achieve considerable mileage and fuel savings.
2.8
It is worthwhile noting that these activities require a closer coordination of efforts with ANSPs of neighboring States and can deliver positive results only if the parties concerned have a good understanding of the mutual issues involved.
2.9
In this respect, the State ATM Corporation of Russia would like to draw attention to the insufficient number of entry/exit points between Russia and China especially in the view of the forthcoming Beijing Olympics in August 2008. In 2007 – 2008 the Russian Federation sent several proposals to Civil Aviation Administration of China (CAAC) for opening additional entry/exit points at the border between the two nations. The latest proposal was sent in January 2008. Unfortunately there was no positive response to any of these proposals. Given the limited time involved before Beijing Olympics 2008, this issue was repeatedly raised at the TRASAS/2 meeting held on March 18 – 19, 2008 in Bangkok, Thailand and ICAO was asked to assist in organizing the CMRI meeting between China, Mongolia, Russia and IATA as soon as possible.  
3. Action by the Meeting
3.1 The Meeting is invited to:
a) note the above information and reflect it in the final report.

b) recognize that establishment of new airways in the Russian Federation will allow considerably streamline transit ATS routes, enhance flight safety, improve air traffic management and provide expanded options for user-preferred routes.
SUMMARY


This Information Paper presents a progress report on the latest achievements in development of ATS route network in the Russian Federation 

















PAGE  
1

