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	SUMMARY

This paper provides information on the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) intent to implement the DOTS Plus On-Line (DPO) Track Advisory feature and solicits support from the airlines during the initial implementation phase.




1 Introduction  
1.1
DOTS Plus is a traffic planning system that generates optimal tracks between city pairs (Track Generation) based on current weather data and electronically publishes the tracks to subscribed air carrier users.  DOTS Plus Track Advisory (TA) automatically cooperates with operators to plan and negotiate flight profiles based on optimal fuel use, time and altitude.  There are operational DOTS Plus systems at Anchorage and Oakland Air Route Traffic Control Centers (ARTCC) and at the Air Traffic Control System Command Center (ATCSCC) in Herndon, Virginia.
1.2
The existing DOTS Plus TA employs a cumbersome, text-message interface for air carrier users, who must repeatedly request updated Gateway Reservations Lists (GRLs) to check for updates.  Air carrier users have limited insight into the TA decision process and perceive that TA is inhibiting their ability to depart at desired times.  There is limited information on gateway availability changes once flights depart.
1.3
The DOTS Plus Online (DPO) is an extension of the DOTS Plus System. The DPO system provides an additional web user-interface to the Track Advisory process currently being handled by the ZAN and ZOA. The DPO provides the users (Airlines, dispatchers, TMU, ATC, TMC and other authorized personnel) with an interface that is user‑friendly, while minimizing repetitive actions.

1.4
The DPO users are able to watch the Track Advisory changes in near real-time during the negotiation phase. In addition, the DPO system allows non-participants to observe the Track Advisory process for the purpose of oversight or for informational purposes. DPO servers (database and web servers) are centrally located and can easily be accessed by any web browser by authorized users. DOTS Plus Online will improve coordination and communication between various TA air carrier users.
2. Discussion
2.1
Development of the functionality of DPO has been completed.  Numerous airlines participated in the review and evaluation of DPO via a “Testing and Training” server which was available on the Internet.  
2.2
 Formal system testing of the DPO functionality is currently underway at the FAA’s Technical Center with completion of testing estimated in November 2008.
2.3
An operational demonstration for Anchorage ARTCC operations is targeted for the fourth quarter 2009. United Parcel Service (UPS) is expected to participate as the lead airline for the demonstration.  The on-line capability of DOTS Plus will be available to other airlines immediately upon successful completion of the operational demonstration.
2.4
Authorized users wishing to access the DPO system should request a user account by contacting Tim McHale, FAA ATCSCC at Timothy.McHale@faa.gov
3.
Recommendation
3.1
The meeting is invited to note the information presented and to offer comments. 
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