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 Air Traffic Management (ATM) Issues

User Preferred Route (UPR) Update

(Presented by Federal Aviation Administration and Civil Aviation Bureau, Japan)


1. Introduction

1.1.  UPRs have been utilized in the Pacific Region for some time.  The usage of UPRs has grown significantly, and UPRs in conjunction with various PACOTS tracks are now considered normal operations. 

2. Discussion


2.1. Within the Fukuoka and Oakland Oceanic FIRs, UPR availability is widespread.  Starting from south of Japan and working counter-clockwise the UPR status is as follows:

2.1.1. Operators flight planning into and out of Koror (PTRO) may utilize UPRs as long as they follow the published UPR guidance.  The PTRO UPRs have not met with any problems to date and are providing the operators with significant fuel burn savings.  The PTRO UPRs have been in effect for over 1 year and are being moved from a trial status to normal daily operations.
2.1.2. Operators flight planning into and out of the Oceania area may utilize UPRs with the same requirement for avoiding active military airspace and use of boundary waypoints for Guam and Fukuoka control areas.  Additional requirements exist for gateway flight planning into and out of Japan.
2.1.3. Within PACOTS airspace, which comprises all airspace within which PACOTS Tracks are generated, operators may flight plan UPRs without regard for published tracks other than westbound Tracks C, E, and J, and eastbound Track 2.  Over the years, Fukuoka ATMC and Oakland ARTCC have systematically established UPRs in conjunction with our published PACOTS Tracks.

2.1.3.1. In August 2008, the use of UPRs in association with PACOTS Tracks A, B, 11 and 12 began as an operational trial.  The trial proved successful and is now considered as normal operations.  However, PACOTS tracks are still published and although optional, still get used extensively.
2.1.3.2. In September 2009, UPRs in association with PACOTS Tracks 14 and 15 were authorized.  These tracks run between Asia and North America.  By April 2010, UPRs for the reciprocal tracks, H and I, were authorized.  Track K UPRs followed in May 2011.  Again, due to their success, these UPRs are now considered as normal operations.
2.1.3.3. Finally, it was decided that the tracks with the heaviest concentration of traffic would be tested.  Systematically, starting with PACOTS Track 1 in June 2011, UPRs were established for the Japan to North America and North America to Japan tracks.  Track 3 followed in February 2012 and Track F in July 2013.  All have been successful and are considered as normal operations.
2.1.4. Gateway restrictions into and out of Japan and along the eastern Oakland Oceanic FIR boundary mirror those of the associated PACOTS tracks.  The requirement to avoid active military airspace also applies.
2.1.5. Initially there were 22 PACOTS Tracks that were required to be flight planned by operators.  Over time 18 PACOTS Tracks have been replaced with UPR procedures.  JCAB and the FAA are studying the remaining 4 PACOTS tracks to determine the feasibility of extending UPRs further into the PACOTS airspace.  Extensive modelling and analysis is ongoing.

2.2. To ensure efficient and safe management of air traffic, operational requirements from the various air navigation service providers (ANSPs) are necessary.  These requirements are developed and published in Aeronautical Information Publications (AIPs), International Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs), and/or the Pacific Chart Supplement.

2.3. It is recognized that these operational requirements often create negative impacts on the efficiency of various UPRs.  ANSPs are constantly reviewing the restrictions imposed to ensure that potentially negative impacts on the efficiency of a particular UPR are eliminated wherever possible.
3. Conclusion

3.1 The meeting is invited to:

3.1.1.  Note the information provided;

3.1.2. Discuss ways to improve the efficiency of UPRs.

SUMMARY


This information paper provides an update on the status of User Preferred Routes within the Pacific Region.
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