IPACG/24 - WP/1

APPENDIX B

IPACG/40
IP/14 

8/9/14

[image: image1.jpg]


THE FORTIETH MEETING OF THE

INFORMAL PACIFIC ATC CO-ORDINATING GROUP

(IPACG/40)
(Washington, DC 8 – 12 September 2014)
Agenda Item 2:  
Report on Relevant Outcomes from Other Meetings
ICAO Inter-Regional AIDC Task Force (IRAIDCTF)

(Presented by Federal Aviation Administration)


1. Introduction

1.1. As a result of the ongoing endeavor to harmonize Air Traffic Service Inter-facility Data Communications (AIDC) and consolidate the Interface Control Document (ICD) for the North Atlantic and Asia/Pacific Regions, the ICAO Inter-regional AIDC Task Force (IRAIDCTF) was formed.
1.2. The Third Meeting of the IRAIDCTF (IRAIDCTF/3) met 24-28 March 2014 at ICAO Headquarters in Montréal.
1.3. In accordance with the Terms of Reference approved by NAT SPG Conclusion 48/28 and APANPIRG Conclusion 23/20, the objective of the Meeting is to consolidate the Interface Control Documents (ICD) for APAC and the NAT.

2. Discussion

2.1. The meeting reaffirmed that OLDI would not be integrated into the PAN AIDC ICD, as it is considered a separate application. The group also understood that some ATS Units may need to support both OLDI and AIDC.  This will be a local implementation issue and the group considered it is out of the scope considered by the Task Force.
2.2. IRAIDCTF/3 reviewed and updated a previous version of the Pan-AIDC, while considering written and verbal comments from contributors.

2.3. The Meeting recalled comments at the first and second meeting of the Task Force regarding the relation between AIDC and OLDI and restated that OLDI would not be integrated into the PAN AIDC ICD, as it is considered a separate application. The group also understood that some ATS Units in particular with neighboring ATS units in different ICAO regions may need to support both OLDI and AIDC.  This will be a local implementation issue and the group considered it is out of the scope considered by the Task Force.
2.4. The Meeting conducted several WebEx telcons to progress the work of the Pan-AIDC document, since IRAIDCTF/3.  The result of the most recent WebEx is Pan-AIDC Draft version V 0.92.  V 0.92 will be distributed to the APANPIRG and NAT SPG.
2.5. Version V 0.92 is attached with this paper for review.
2.6. A Summary of Discussion for IRAIDCTF/3 is included in Attachment A.
3. Conclusion

3.1 The meeting is invited to note the information provided.
Attachment A
SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS
ICAO Inter-Regional AIDC Task Force (IRAIDCTF/3)
THIRD MEETING

(Montreal, Canada, 24-28 March 2014) 

1. The Third Meeting of the ICAO Inter-regional AIDC Task Force (IRAIDTF/3), was held from 24 to 28 March 2014 in Montreal, Canada.  

2. 14 participants from India, Iceland, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, United States of America participated the meeting. A list of participants is provided in Appendix A to this Report. 

3.  At opening of the meeting, Mr. Chris Dalton, Chief of ATM Section, ANB extended welcome to the participants to Montreal Headquarters and highlighted expectations from HQ perspective and policies of ICAO on the interoperability of ATM systems at global level. Mr. Keith Dutch, Rapporteur of the Task Force emphasized the objective of the meeting and chaired the meeting. Ms. Crystal Kim, Mr. Li Peng and Mr. Francois Prach provided the Secretariat support. 

4.  In accordance with the Terms of Reference (ToR) approved by NAT SPG Conclusion 48/28 and APANPIRG Conclusion 23/20,  the main objective of the meeting was to review the consolidated draft version 0.83 of the PAN Regional ICD for AIDC. This version resulted from the 2nd meeting of IRAIDC Task Force and further developed by the web-conference meeting held on 13 January 2014.

5.    The meeting recalled comments at the first and second meeting of the Task Force regarding the relation between AIDC and OLDI and restated that OLDI would not be integrated into the PAN AIDC ICD, as it is considered a separate application. The group also understood that some ATS Units in particular with neighboring ATS units in different ICAO regions may need to support both OLDI and AIDC.  This will be a local implementation issue and the group considered it is out of the scope considered by the Task Force. (Relevant to the discussion of paragraph 6.8 GM for implementation)

6.                    Regarding the error code - Chapter 5, the meeting made comparison of the difference between error codes and their associated meaning text in the NAT ICD Version 1.3.1 and APAC ICD Version 3.  As result of review, the meeting agreed to remove some codes and to keep these error codes as reserved in the Table. The updated Error Code Table is included in final draft of Chapter 5. 

7.                     Regarding alternate solution of using “-“ in the AIDC FANS data link related messages. It was understood that hyphen “-“ is not permitted for use in the ATS messages as it is used as a delimiter between field elements in the ATS messages as per PANS-ATM. To overcome the issue with the use of the "-" in the AIDC FAN and ADS messages, the meeting agreed that "+" will be substituted in these AIDC messages and the related ground systems will need to decode such “+” to a "-" before processing message further. The consequential proposed changes are reflected in the revised draft ICD with examples.  Secretariat also informed the meeting that symbol “+” is listed in the alphabet and conversion Tables 8-1; 8-2; 8-3 and 8-4 in the Vol. III of Annex 10 which could be used for exchanging aeronautical information. 

8.                  The meeting discussed the issue of inconsistency of samples from current practice in the NAT and APAC regions on location indicators in the ODF3 for CDN-CDN messages and text description in the draft IR AIDC ICD.  In order to develop common understanding and keep compatibility with the existing practice, consequential changes were made to the related text and included in the Chapter 6 of the ICD.  

9.                   The meeting reviewed and updated the Version 0.83 of the PAN Regional ICD for AIDC while considering the written and verbal comments from contributors including Flimsies prepared and presented during the meeting. The meeting reviewed the working draft in the sequence of chapters. The meeting assigned the identified issues to the members of the Task Force for studies and revisited some of the issues discussed during the meeting in order to achieve common understanding and agreement.

10.                     The meeting also discussed several other issues as follows:

· Regarding the acronyms in Chapter 1, the meeting agreed that the section be updated once the document is finalized. Dr. Manish undertook to review PANS-ABC (Doc 8400) to identify what has already been defined by ICAO and make necessary changes in the document; - ACTION ITEM

· Regarding the AIDC message grouping in Chapter 4, the meeting discussed the proper wordings for the message group and agreed to use “core” for a certain message group recommended to be supported by all ATSUs and “non-core” recommended to be provided by manufactures and configurable by ATSUs for their actual use subject to bi-lateral agreements;  

· Regarding the cross-references in the Document, the meeting reconfirmed to use the same method of cross-reference as in the Global Data Link Document (GOLD). ACTION ITEM by Chair

· Regarding proposal from Hong Kong China to add metric system - “tens of metres” for level parameters as appropriate throughout the ICD, the meeting felt that the statement in paragraph 2.3.1 would sufficiently reflect such requirement for provision for other units of measurement to be defined by bilateral agreement. Therefore, the meeting agreed to make no further changes to the PAN  ICD for AIDC in this regard; 

· The meeting agreed to remove ATS function convention table – 8th letter of AFTN address from the ICD which was agreed as an Appendix to the ICD at the 2nd meeting of the Task Force; 
· The meeting also agreed that Attachment A to the ICAO AIDC Message Set in the Doc9694 and PANS-ATM should  be removed from the ICD as PANS-ATM allows regions to apply selected ATS messages at regional levels;

· The meeting reviewed the initial draft of the additional implementation guidance material to be included Appendix C to the ICD. The meeting identified the need for such material which would be useful to States to follow up as part of their checklist prior implementation. However, further work is required to finalize the material. The meeting agreed that this additional guidance material is not required  to be thoroughly reviewed by the Task Force but assigned the task  to Mr. Paul Radford and secretariat to complete this and brief the result to the teleconference;

-ACTION ITEM

· The meeting discussed about the color of cover page of the PAN ICD. The meeting was informed that as general practice, Green is used for a Circular, Purple is for the Doc. or Manual, Blue is for Annex and PANS and Grey is for Administrative rule, procedure guidance materials. The meeting noted that Yellow color is used for GOLD.  Considering no specific guidance on cover color for the regional guidance document, the meeting agreed to use light blue for the PAN AIDC ICD;

· Another format for the CORE message sequence Table XXX is being drafted. Upon completion the revised table, a decision will be made as to which will be used.   ACTION ITEM by Dr. Manish

11.                 The resulting Version 0.85 of the PAN Regional ICD for AIDC is provided in Appendix B (Initial additional Implementation Guidance will be provided to the report at Appendix B1) to this Report which can also be found in the ICAO portal site: document folder of http://portal.icao.int/ under AIDC Task Force.

12.               The meeting agreed that v.0.85 would be cleaned up (delegates from India offered to assist to put v.0.85 into formatted and clean version within two weeks) for further discussion at the next Webconference (using the Live meeting tool) to be convened in 2nd half of April or early May 2014, dates to be determined. This would allow providing v.0.86 for consideration to the relevant Sub-group or Task Force in the respective Regions.  

13.             The meeting reviewed the outstanding items resulted from IRAIDCTF/2 meeting and opening items in the latest comments Matrix and considered that all previous action items and comments will now be considered closed and any subsequent items identified will be reflected as new comments.  The meeting developed a list of action items for members of the Task Force to complete by the early May 2014.  The action items agreed to by the meeting are provided in Appendix C to this report. The meeting also confirmed that no further face-to-face meeting would be required.  

14.                In submitting the final draft of the ICD for AIDC, the meeting developed following draft Conclusion for consideration by NAT SPG and APANPIRG and their contributory bodies:

                    
 Draft Conclusion 3/1 – Adoption of PAN ICD for AIDC

 That, the PAN ICD for AIDC presented by IR-AIDC Task Force provided in           Appendix XX  be adopted as regional guidance for AIDC implementation in the 

 APAC and NAT Regions. 

15.                  Considering the tasks given by NAT SPG through Conclusion 48/28 and APANPIRG through Conclusion 23/20 being completed, the meeting proposed that IRAIDC Task Force be dissolved after adoption of the Version 1 of PAN Inter-regional ICD for AIDC by NAT SPG and APANPIRG in September 2014. Accordingly the meeting formulate following draft Decision:

                           Draft Decision 3/2 - Dissolving Inter-regional AIDC Task Force

That, once Version 1 of PAN Inter-regional ICD for AIDC has been adopted, the Inter-regional AIDC Task Force established through  NAT SPG Conclusion 48/28 and APANPIRG Conclusion 23/20 be dissolved. 

16.                The final draft of coordinated 1st Edition of the PAN Regional ICD for AIDC should be ready by the end of May 2014, for submission to NAT SPG and APANPIRG through their Sub-groups for adoption.

17.             In view of this ongoing work, the Task Force recalled the recommendation at the first meeting that any amendments to the existing AIDC material in the NAT and APAC should be frozen.

18.              The meeting recorded its appreciation for the contribution made by Mr. Adam Watkin who was unable to participate to the meeting this time but provided input and remote support during the meeting.   

20.              The meeting also appreciated all participants for their active participation and contribution to the draft PAN ICD in particular to Mr. Paul Radford and Mr. Bjarni K. Stefansson for their dedication, experts’ experience sharing and efforts made in providing their voluntary “homework”.

21.               The meeting adjourned at 1530 hours, 28 March 2014.

                    _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
SUMMARY


This paper provides an update on the Inter-Regional Air Traffic Service Inter-facility Data Communications (AIDC) Task Force (IRAIDCTF) effort to harmonization the AIDC documents.
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