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THE FORTIETH MEETING OF THE

INFORMAL PACIFIC ATC CO-ORDINATING GROUP

(IPACG/40)
(Washington, DC 8 – 12 September 2014)
Agenda Item 5:  
Air Traffic Management (ATM) Issues
Ocean21 Interface with Canadian Automated Air Traffic System (CAATS)
(Presented by Federal Aviation Administration (FAA))


1. Introduction

1.1.   Oakland ARTCC has been waiting for the successful implementation of the T20 software package for several months.  This package, among other important improvements, contains the necessary modification to allow Ocean21 to exchange data utilizing the North American Common Coordination Interface protocol.  The T20 software package has been functional at Oakland ARTCC since July 8, 2014. 
2. Discussion
2.1. The Ocean21 office at the William J. Hughes Technical Center has been testing the data exchange interface with Nav Canada and the only remaining issue is the line length for messages sent from CAATS to Ocean21.  The maximum characters per line, which is sixty-nine, is being exceeded and Ocean21 is rejecting the data.  Nav Canada is working to resolve the issue.
2.2. Once the data exchange issue is resolved, operational testing of the inter-facility data transfer can begin.  The earliest possible date for this to occur is September 15, 2014, but may slip to the first week of October due to training requirements at both Oakland ARTCC and Vancouver ACC. 

3. Conclusion
3.1 The meeting is invited to note the information provided.
SUMMARY


A new software upgrade for the Ocean21 oceanic air traffic control system enables automated transfer of flight data between it and Nav Canada’s CAATS system.  Operational testing will begin in September 2014.
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