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THE FORTY-SECOND MEETING OF THE

INFORMAL PACIFIC ATC CO-ORDINATING GROUP

(IPACG/42)
(Seattle, WA, U.S.A. 14 – 15 September 2016)
Agenda Item 2:
Report on Relevant Outcomes from Other Meetings
Summary of the Outcomes of the 21st Cross Polar Trans East Air Traffic Management Providers Working Group (CPWG/21) Meeting
(Presented by the Federal Aviation Administration)


1. Introduction

1.1. The Cross Polar Trans-East Air Traffic Management (ATM) Providers’ Working Group (CPWG) provides a forum where air navigation service providers (ANSPs) and operators meet to address operational issues and develop solutions related to the provision or use of air traffic services for the Cross Polar and Russian Trans East (RTE) traffic flows.  The CPWG aims to identify, design and implement short and mid-term solutions to ATM issues to gain efficiencies including the development of routes.  The CPWG is facilitated by the United States (U.S.) Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and meets biannually at locations determined through group consensus.  The CPWG is composed of representatives from the ANSPs for Russia, Canada, Iceland, Norway, Japan, China, Mongolia, the U.S. and international organizations such as the International Air Transport Association (IATA).
1.2. This paper summarizes pertinent information from CPWG/21 which may be of interest to IPACG members.
2. Discussion

2.1. Volcanic Ash Contingency Planning and Exercise.
2.1.1.
State ATM provided a paper detailing the outcomes from the recent VOLKAM/16 volcanic ash planning exercise which took place on 21-22 April 2016.  The exercise was based upon a simulated eruption of the Karpinsky volcano in the North Kurile Islands (Paramushir) generating two different ash plumes affecting the Russian Trans East (RTE) and North Pacific (NOPAC) traffic flows.  The exercise resulted in the simulated rerouting of nearly 100 aircraft and illustrated the point that in a real world event, a well prepared Volcanic Ash focal point is essential to the successful rerouting of air traffic and to the preservation of system integrity.
2.1.2.
A separate IPACG/42 Information Paper has been prepared providing additional details of VOLKAM/16. 
2.2. Additional Entry/Exit Fixes on FIR Boundaries.
2.2.1.
State ATM of Russia advises they will open three additional entry / exit points on the Anchorage / Magadan Flight Information Region (FIR) boundary at 682642N 1685824W, 672752N 1685824W and 602427N 1685824W.  Four additional routes will be added within the Magadan FIR leading from these entry / exit points as follows:

602427N/1685824W-RUPIS-OSKON;

682642N 1685824W-LORKI;

682642N 1685824W-BETAM-OGEMA-RAMKA;

672752N 1685824W-NB.
State ATM expects these entry / exit points to be available by early 2017.

Also, working with the Air Traffic Management Bureau of China (China ATMB), State ATM has suggested three new routes across the Khabarovsk – Shenyang FIR Boundary:
HRB-493236N/1281936E-AMERA-VZ; 

SIMLI-HRB; 

RITEK-425025N/1182854E-HLD.

While ATMB noted that additional route structures could enhance safety at SIMLI, no agreement on these suggested routes has been reached.
2.3.
Contingency Reroute Procedures
2.3.1.
The difficulties involved in rerouting long distance international flights has occupied the interest of CPWG for some time.  At CPWG/21, the FAA provided a working paper detailing suggestions on how operators could best achieve such reroutes.  During the ensuing discussion, State ATM of Russia noted that the current ICAO procedures on the subject are outdated and should be corrected.  The CPWG took an action item to determine how the issue could be addressed with ICAO.
2.4.
Operator Desires for UPR Expansion
2.4.1.
For some time, a separate working group, titled “Pacific Project”, (chaired by IATA - the International Air Transport Association) has been working issues regarding the expansion of User Preferred Routes, (UPRs).  At CPWG/21, the activities and action list of the Pacific Project were formally subsumed by the CPWG work program and the subject of UPR expansion was discussed.  The Air Traffic Service Providers (ATSPs) noted that more specific and unified requests are needed from operators in order to move this action (UPR expansion) forward.  During the ensuing discussion it was noted by some operators that the issue of UPRs in the North Pacific is problematic with questions surrounding the NOPAC route structure (retaining, revising or removing) and application of RNP4 or RNP10 lateral separation minima.    IATA accepted an action to formulate recommendations and proposals for a NOPAC reorganization.  This topic is discussed in greater detail in an IPACG/42 working paper titled, “Optimization of NOPAC Navigable Airspace:  Suggestions for a way forward.”        
2.5.
ADS-C Conformance Monitoring and Increased use of the RNP-4 Lateral Separation Minima
2.5.1.
NavCanada, the Canadian ATSP, reported that, effective with the May 26, 2016 AIRAC, Edmonton Area Control Centre is conducting automated ADS-C Conformance Monitoring via their Canadian Automated Air Traffic System (CAATS).  NavCanada also noted that they plan to begin using the RNP-4 lateral separation minima in the Edmonton FIR beginning in 2017.  
2.6.
Next Meeting

2.6.1.
The next meeting of CPWG (CPWG/22) is scheduled for October 24 -27, 2016 and will be held at the ICAO European office in Paris, France. 

3. Conclusion

3.1.
The meeting is invited to note the information provided.
SUMMARY


This information paper presents a summary of outcomes and accomplishments from the Twenty First Meeting of the Cross Polar Trans-East Air Traffic Management Providers’ Working Group (CPWG/21), hosted by the International Air Transport Association (IATA), in Montreal, Quebec, Canada 17-19 May 2016.
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