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THE FORTY-SECOND MEETING OF THE

INFORMAL PACIFIC ATC CO-ORDINATING GROUP

(IPACG/42)
(Seattle, WA 14 – 15 September 2016)
Agenda Item 6:  
Air Traffic Management (ATM) Issues
UPR’s into the NOPAC
(Presented by Federal Aviation Administration)


1. Introduction

1.1.   An operational trial for merging PACOTS Tracks C and E was conducted in March/April 2013.  During the testing it was proven that the merging of Tracks C and E resulted in more efficient westbound PACOTS tracks between North America and Japan.  The key component of the Track C/E Merge trial was the use of the Track Advisory System to manage the traffic at the merge point of PACOTS Tracks C and E.  Between 21April and 25 April 2013, Oakland Air route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC) experienced numerous traffic difficulties with the merged PACOTS Track C/E traffic.  Due to these problems, on 26 April 2013, Oakland ARTCC suspended the operational trial to merge PACOTS Track C and E.
1.2. In lieu of the suspended trial, Oakland and Anchorage ARTCC’s began an operational trial in January 2016  to allow UPR’s through Oakland’s airspace to join the NOPAC route structure.  This essentially allows users to UPR off of Track E and join Track C when that route is published in Anchorage’s airspace.
2. Discussion

2.1. This trial will allow users flying west-bound between North America and Asia to UPR off of and remain at least 50 miles north of track E to join track C when track C is published in the NOPAC route structure.
2.2. Aircraft can also UPR to remain 50NM north of track E to join any part of the NOPAC route structure.
2.3. Aircraft choosing to UPR into the NOPAC must adhere to the giudlines set forth for UPR’s in the NOPAC by Anchorage ARTCC.  These guidelines can be found in the Alaska Chart Supplement as well as the NOTAM’s published for Anchorage ARTCC.
2.4. The UPR must be planned to avoid NOTAM and/or State published airspace including active military airspace.  The UPR must be flight planned via the appropriate SID/STAR.  The UPR aircraft do not have priority for altitude assignment over aircraft on existing PACOTS traffic.
3. Conclusion
3.1 The meeting is invited to note the information provided.
SUMMARY


The termination of the trial merging tracks C & E and replacing with a trial of UPR’s into the NOPAC.
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