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1.
Introduction
1.1
The First Meeting of the Asia/Pacific Volcanic Ash Exercises Steering Group (VOLCEX/SG/1) was held in Manila, Philippines from 27 through 29 May 2015 to discuss a forthcoming volcanic ash exercise in the Asia/Pacific Region in 2015. VOLPHIN15/01 was carried out in August and the members of VOLPHIN reviewed the VOLPHIN 15/01 exercise and conducted deliberation on the planned exercises in 2016 at VOLCEX/SG2 in September 2015.
1.2
 The following volcanic ash exercises were conducted;



1) VOLPHIN15/01,
11 August    2015, TAAL volcano

2) VOLPHIN16/01,
17 February 2016, MERAPI Volcano  (JCAB nonparticipation)

3) VOLPHIN16/02,
18 August    2016, TAAL volcano
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VOLPHIN 2016/02 exercise VAG
1.3
VOLPHIN16/02 was conducted from 0000 UTC to 0445 UTC on 18 August 2016, with a scenario of eruption of TAAL volcano with volcanic ash cloud up to FL330 moving northwest and northeast to impact ATS routes and airspace within the Manila FIR, Hong Kong FIR and Fukuoka FIR.  
1.4
The purpose of the exercise is to maintain enhanced safety, regularity and efficiency of aviation in the event of a volcanic eruption by demonstrating the provision and exchange of volcanic ash information in support of flexible airspace management, improved situational awareness and collaborative decision making, and dynamically‐optimized flight trajectory planning.
2.
Discussion
2.1
Participating agencies demonstrated the practice related volcanic activity and volcanic ash during VOLPHIN16/02 exercise including;

a) Distribution of VONA, VAA/VAG, SIGMET, NOTAM and AIREP

b) Coordination between ANSPs and airline operators for tactical re-routing and ATFM measures

c) CDM processes through teleconference, website, messages or any other media

2.2
JCAB has proactively provided advices and cooperated with preparation for VOLPHIN exercise to perform scenario and some materials (e.g. information flow diagram) to facilitate participants more understanding about action to be undertaken during exercise through experience of VOLKAM exercise. In addition, JCAB proposes commendable actions taken in VOLPHIN exercise to VOLKAM exercise.

2.3
JCAB will conduct deliberation on the exercises concerning re-routing coordination and ATFM measures caused by volcanic ash cloud in order to establish efficient information-sharing scheme among airline operators and ATC UNITS.
3.
Action by the meeting
3.1 
The meeting is invited to 

a) note the information contained in this paper; and 

b) discuss any relevant matters as appropriate. 
SUMMARY


This paper presents the report of the outcomes of the volcanic ash exercise actions of JCAB.
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