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THE FORTY-SECOND MEETING OF THE

INFORMAL PACIFIC ATC CO-ORDINATING GROUP

(IPACG/42)
(Seattle, USA 14 – 15 September 2016)
Agenda Item 2:  
Report on Relevant Outcomes from Other Meetings
Summary of the Outcomes of the 9th Volcanic Ash Exercises Steering Group for the (far) eastern part of the EUR Region (EUR (EAST) VOLCEX/SG/9) Meeting
(Presented by Civil Aviation Bureau of Japan)


1. Introduction

1.1.   The ninth meeting of the Volcanic Ash Exercises Steering Group for the (far) eastern part of the EUR Region (EUR (EAST) VOLCEX/SG/9) was held in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky, by the Russian Federation from 8 to 10 August 2016. Twenty-four participants from three States (Japan, Russian Federation and United States), IATA and ICAO attended the meeting. The EUR (EAST) VOLCEX/SG is tasked to coordinate with all participants in the volcanic ash exercises the schedule for the exercises and their scenarios, ensuring that exercises cover the (far) Eastern part of the European Region that should be affected by volcanic ash. Details of the volcanic ash exercise in 2017 (VOLKAM17) were discussed at this meeting. 
1.2. This paper summarizes pertinent information from EUR VOLCEX/SG/9 which may be of interest to IPACG members.
2. Discussion

2.1. Information from Volcano Observatory 
2.1.1    The group noted that due to prevailing westerlies, volcanic ash plumes from Kamchatka and Kuriles cross international air routes, particularly, NOPAC and at times PACOTS. From 1993 to 2016, there have been 72 strong eruptions in Kamchatka and Northern Kuriles.
2.2. Summary of VOLKAM17 draft Exercise Directive
2.2.1     Exercise duration : 2200 UTC 20 April 2017 to 0130 UTC 21 April 2017
 
2.2.2     Exercise volcano : Koshelev volcano in the southern Kamchatka Peninsula at 512120N 1564511E elevation is 1812m. 
2.2.3     EXERCISE SCENARIO: Eruption with ash column to FL200 (moving northeast) and ash column to FL400 (moving southeast – east – northeast) to impact trans-east and NOPAC routes.
2.2.4     Aims and Objectives;
· demonstrate coordination procedures between all participating parties (ANSPs, ATM Centres, AIS, VO, VAACs, MWO, users)

· demonstrate tactical re-routes using available methods (use matrix from CPWG)

· demonstrate VAAC Tokyo / VAAC Anchorage / VAAC Washington handover

· demonstrate transmission of air-reports on volcanic ash in accordance to Annex 3 (aircraft->ACC->MWO->VAAC) beginning with voice communication from pilot to ACC

· demonstrate information sharing via teleconferences and website (KVERT website with PUFF and aeronautical information)
Noting no operational impact expected from test (e.g. dedicated staff is expected to be available for the test)

3. Conclusion
3.1 The meeting is invited to note the information provided.
SUMMARY


This information paper presents a summary of outcomes and accomplishments from the 9th Volcanic Ash Exercises Steering Group for the (far) eastern part of the EUR Region (EUR (EAST) VOLCEX/SG/9) Meeting, hosted by the Russian Federation in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky from 8-10 August 2016.
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