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 (
SUMMARY
This paper summarizes operators’ authorization for the use of 
high altitude 
User Preferred Routings (UPRs)
 from
 
Oakland
 Air Route Traffic Control 
Center’s
 (ARTCC’s) airspace to 
Fukuoka FIR.
)






Introduction
1.1.  With the advent of aircraft that can fly at high altitude, operators have requested for high altitude UPR. Oakland Air Route Traffic control Center and JCAB have agreed to start trial of high altitude User Preferred Route (UPR) between North America and Asia for west-bound. 

1.2. JCAB has issued AIC Japan 009/16, effective since 31 March 2016, which allows operators to tailor individual flight’s routes to achieve more favourable wind conditions and to meet other company objectives on the condition that flights are capable of climbing to 180E at FL400 or above.

1.3. JCAB will modify the AIC of high altitude UPR in order to mitigate the condition. High altitude UPR will be available for aircraft capable of climbing to 180E at FL380, instead of FL400, on 13 October 2016.

Discussion
1.4. AIC Japan 009/16 informs operators that:
·  The UPR must remain in the Fukuoka FIR and Oakland FIR.
· Flights must be capable of climbing to 180E at FL400 or above.
· Flights must cross 160E between 0000UTC and 0600UTC.
· Operators must flight plan one of the following Oceanic Transition Routes (OTR) or ATS route and connect to appropriate ATS routes.
                   -LEPKI OTR11 AVBET
-SEALS OTR13 VACKY
-MORAY OTR15 SMOLT
-FERAR OTR17 FORDO
-TONIK G223 ADKAK
· The UPR must be planned to avoid NOTAM and/or State published airspace including active military airspace and/or estimated rocket impact area.
· The UPR must be flight planned via the appropriate SID/ STAR  
· The UPR aircraft do not have priority for altitude assignment over aircraft on an existing PACOTS or Central East Pacific (CEP) Traffic.
· Refer to aeronautical information published by the United States of America, for the detail about the Oakland FIR.
1.5. No operational issues have been encountered since AIC Japan 009/16 was published. JCAB decided to mitigate the condition of the UPR through discussion with Oakland ARTCC. AIC Japan 009/16 will be replaced on 13 October 2016. The only change is as follows:

· Flights must be capable of climbing to 180E at FL380 or above.
2.3. 　　 From June 2015 through May 2016 ATMC compiled statistics on the altitude listed on field 15 in the flight plans of aircraft that departed North America and entered Fukuoka FIR from Oakland FIR. Statistically speaking, they indicated as follows:
The number of aircraft could fly at or above FL380 at 180°were almost twice as many as the one at or above FL400 at 180°. The number in winter is small because there were more aircraft that passed through NOPAC and entered Fukuoka FIR from Anchorage FIR.
  We anticipate that the convenience of high altitude UPR will improve.
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	Jun.
	Jul.
	Aug.
	Sep.
	Oct.
	Nov.
	Dec.
	Jan.
	Feb.
	Mar.
	Apr.
	May

	FL400<=
	4
	78
	110
	148
	38
	57
	3
	1
	13
	16
	8
	36

	FL380<=
	9
	182
	252
	322
	106
	151
	8
	5
	30
	38
	16
	100



2. Conclusion

3.1 The meeting is invited to note the information provided.
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