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The Twentieth Meeting of the Informal South Pacific ATS Coordinating Group

(ISPACG/20)

Honolulu, USA, 30 January – 1 February 2006

Agenda Item 4:  Review progress on Open Action Items

Expanded Implementation of 30/30

(Presented by the Federal Aviation Administration)

	SUMMARY

This paper discusses the recent implementation of operational trials for 30/30 nm lateral and longitudinal separation in Oakland Oceanic Control Sector 3 as well as plans to expand 30/30 separation in other oceanic airspace areas.  




1.
Introduction
1.1 On 22 December 2005, Oakland began successful operational trials for application of 30 nm lateral and longitudinal separation (30/30) in Oceanic Control Sector 3 (OC3) between California and Australasia for RNP-4 approved aircraft, using Ocean21.  Ocean21 is the FAA’s oceanic automation system that has been in limited operational use for several months and fully operational at Oakland since 17 October 2005.  The new separation minima were actually applied within the first few hours of the operational trial.  A description of the communications, navigation and surveillance requirements needed to participate in the operational trials and/or operate in US-controlled Pacific oceanic airspace is included at:  http://www.faa.gov/ats/ato/cns.htm
1.2 With validation of sustained success of the OC3 30/30 trials through continuing system performance monitoring, full OC3 implementation is planned for early 2007 and a schedule will be developed for expanded application of 30/30 in other portions of US-controlled oceanic airspace areas supported by Ocean21.  

2.
Discussion

2.1
Based on strong customer recommendations, it is the FAA’s intent to provide ADS based separation standards (30/30, 50/50) in a mixed environment.  Oakland oceanic controllers also use Ocean21 to accommodate aircraft that are not approved for RNP-4 operations so they will not be excluded from operating in OC3.  Implementation in other US controlled Pacific and Atlantic oceanic airspace will require safety assessments to determine implementation possibilities.  

3.
Recommendation
3.1
The meeting is invited to discuss the information provided in this paper and continue to support the work of the 30/30 Task Force as 30/30 implementation continues and expands in other oceanic airspace areas.
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