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 (Presented by the Federal Aviation Administration)

	SUMMARY

This paper presents information regarding ongoing efforts to bring the Anchorage Arctic Flight Information Region (FIR) into the Anchorage Advanced Technologies and Oceanic Procedures / Ocean 21 (ATOP/OC21) automation system. 


1 Introduction  

1.1. The Federal Aviation Administration first implemented the ATOP/OC21 automation platform at the Anchorage Air Route Traffic Control Center (ZAN ARTCC) in March 2007.  The initial implementation brought the Anchorage Oceanic FIR and a portion of the Anchorage Domestic FIR into the system.  Since that time, FAA has been planning to also bring the Anchorage Arctic FIR into ATOP.  As reported at CPWG/16, some new progress is underway towards this goal.  This paper updates that information.
2 Discussion

2.1. Offline testing, reference the Arctic FIR, between Anchorage ARTCC’s two automation platforms,  ATOP and Flight Data Processor 2000 (FDP2K), has been  satisfactorily completed.  This testing has determined the optimal Arctic airspace allocation between the two systems.   Tentatively, that portion of the Anchorage Arctic FIR lying north of 73 degrees north latitude will be delegated to the new ATOP “Sector 64”.  This sector will provide air traffic service to aircraft transitioning to/from the Russian entry fixes between BARIP (745700N 168 58 24W) and DEVID (89 00 00N 168 58 24W). The airspace south of 73 degrees north will remain delegated to the FDP2K system, i.e. “Sector 4”.
2.2. Additional testing and adaptation work remains as well as non-automation tasks such as safety case revision, workforce development and training, and revisions to pertinent Letters of Agreement between Anchorage and other ATSUs.  A significant sub-element of the testing/adaptation work concerns Air Traffic Services Inter-facility Data Communications (AIDC).  Currently, exchange of AIDC data between Anchorage and Edmonton ACC concerns only the FDP2K system and Edmonton’s Canadian Automated Air Traffic Management System (CAATS).  With the implementation of ATOP “Sector 64,” Edmonton’s CAATS system will face two automation platforms across the common FIR boundary were currently it only interfaces with one.  Letters of Agreement, such as that between Anchorage and Gander HF Radio, will also need to be amended to reference the new sector.  Of all, the efforts needed to provision and train the required workforce are anticpated to have the longest timeline.    

2.3. Predicated on the foregoing, FAA tentatively plans implementation of the Anchorage ATOP “Sector 64” for the first quarter of CY2015.
3 Recommendation

3.1. The Meeting is invited to note the information provided in this paper.
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